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LETTER  XXXIL 

Thinkl  not,  however,  that  lam  in  the  least 
degree  angry,  either  with  Bossuet,  or  with  the 
British  Roman  Catholics,  about  any  of  their 
hard  words ;  but,  is  it  not  true,  that  they  have 
pretty  well  paid  off,  even  at  a  first  effort,  their 
debt  to  those  Protestants  who  call  Roman 
Catholicism  ''  impious,  abominable,"  and  the 
rest?  And  if  this,  my  dearest  friend,  is  the 
smell  of  the  cask,  what  must  be  the  wine? 
Have  they  no  more  of  the  same  sort  ? 

There  is  nothing  peculiar  (as  I  so  uniformly 
acknowledge),  and,  consequently,  there  is  the 
less  incredible  or  perplexing,  in  the  rugged  terms, 
and  rugged  feelings,  of  Roman  Catholics  toward 
Protestants*  An  English  Protestant,  of  the 
age  of  the  Reformation,  expresses  himself  quite 
as  decidedly  upon  the  opposite  side:  ''  I 
know,**  says  he,  '^  that  the  Papacy  is  the  Icings 
dome  of  Anti-Christ,  altogether  full  of  lies,  altiH 
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gether  full  of  falsehood ;  so,  that  all  their  doc- 
trine^  even  from  *  Christ's-cross  be  my  speed,  and 
Saint  Nicholas^'  to  the  end  of  their  Apocalyps, 
is  nothing  but  idolatry,  superstition,  errors,  hy- 
pocrisy, and  lies !"— ^And  with  the  history  of 
''  Christ's-crpss,  and  Saint  Nicholas,"  I  must  su}]!- 
pose  you  acquainted,  while  I  subjoin,  that  only 
last  week,  a  Protestant  orator,  at  a  Tract  So-^ 
ciety  (speaking  of  the  Roman  Catholics  of 
Ireland),  thought  proper  to  say,  that ''  they  are 
neither  Mahometans,  Jews,  nor  Heathen ;  but 
u^Sniiely  worse  than  all  these  together  r 

Those,  then,  who  play  at  bowls,  must  expect 
rubbers ;  and,  besides,  every  word  that  Roman 
Catholics  say  is  trucT—^upon  Roman  Catholic 
principles ;  but,  do  you  think  that  the  '^  holders^ 
maintauiersand  etbettora,"  of  such  Roman.  Gfiitbo- 
lic '' opinions,"  as  those  hete  expressed  (and  these 
are  '^  opinions"  quite  as  important,  in  that  view,  9A 
any  of  those  advepted  to  by  Sir  Francis  Burdett's 
Bf  ew  Roman  Catholic  Oath)<  are  exactly  the  per- 
sons to  harmonise  politicaUy  with  their:  Prate^v 
tontfello^-tiibjectd?  La6k back, tnyd«9t friend; 
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loo,  to  those  Letters  oi  mine,  in  which  I  hftve 
given  you  eztractB  from  the  £of lish  Romoa 
Catholic  Prayer-bookisf  of  the  day;  see  the 
uniformity  of  the  sentiment ;  understand,  now, 
why  these  Roman  Catholics  are  daily  praying 
to  God,  to  *'  help  his  Church  against  the  Infi- 
dels;" why  they  ask  him  to  '*  humble  the 
enemies"  of  his  "holy  Church;**  why  they 
pray  for  *'  victory  Aerc,"  and  all  the  rest ;  land 
tell  me,  now,  upon  the  whole  matter,  what  you 
think  of  Mr.  Canning's  story  of  British  RomaB 
Catholic  quiescence?  Why,  when  the  English 
Rocnan  Catholics  purposed  to  print  only  in  de* 
fence  of  their  social  and  political  character — 
why,  and  as  if  by  the  influence  of  fascination — 
did  they  ran  incontinently  into  two  other  and 
distinct  things;  the  first,  the  defence  and  re* 
commendation  of  their  own  religion ;  and  the 
second,  the  vituperation  of  the  religion  of  the 
State,  and  of  their  neighbours ;  nay,  of  their 
neighbours  themselves?  Why,  but  because 
men  cannot  think  one  way,  and  act  another ; 
because  they  cannot  have  a  given  education,  nor 
a  given  halnt,  or  a  given  ruling  passion,  and  not 
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betray  it ;  because  Roman  Catholics  are  Roman 
Catholics,  because  they  must  be  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  because  they  must  and  will  act  as  Ro- 
man Catholics,  ins^spite  of  themselves — and  in 
spite  of  the  Emancipationists ! 

As  to  their  abundant  simplicity,  in  the  mean 
time,  thus  evinced  by  their  publication,  I  appeal 
to  it  only  as  new  proof  of  the  utter  impos- 
sibility that  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants 
should  understand  each  other,  while  they 
never,  upon  any  one  occasion,  call  the  same 
thing  by  the  same  name.  Instead  of  com- 
paring these  Roman  Catholics  to  a  man  forci- 
bly masked,  to  his  deformity,  I  should  compare 
them  with  the  ostrich,  which  thrusts  its  head 
into  a  bush,  and  then  fancies  that  it  is  not 
seen ;  and,  as  to  the  '^  creeds  made  for  them," 
and  the  **  tenets''  of  whose  reputation  they  are 
jealous,  I  tell  them,  that  this  is  the  ^^  creed," 
and  these  are  the  ** tenets;" — the  "creed"  and 
the  **  tenets"  which,  here  and  now,  they  have, 
thus  pointedly  and  deliberately  published, 
reiterated,  and  confirmed ;  and  which  are  thus 
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hostile  to  the  religion,  the  motives,  the  prin- 
ciples, the  personal  character,  and  the  national 
institutions  of  their  fellow-subjects;  —  these 
are  the  ''tenets"  and  the  "cr^ed"  to  which 
alone  I  have  any  desire  to  be  referred.  When, 
too,  they  complain  that,  "  if  an  intercourse 
with  them  should  occasionally  prove  to  their 
fellow-citizens "  (they  are  not  our  fellow-citi- 
zens, and  simply  because  they  are  not  our 
fellow- worshippers),  '*  that  the  most  endearing 
.virtues,  both  public  and  private,  adorn  individuals 
of  their  communion,  as  much  as  those  of  any 
other,  the  fact  must  not  be  pleaded  in  favour  of 
their  religion,  because  it  is  possible  that '  men 
may  be  better  than  their  tenets;*" — when  they 
make  this  complaint,  I  give  the  following 
reply; 

1.  By  /*j9wA/ic  virtue,"  they  meaw  Asocial;" 
because  no  man  can  be  said  to  have  any  public 
virtue,  who  lives  in  disunion  with  the  public,  or 
state,  or  republic. 

2.  Of  their  social  and  personal  virtues  no  one 
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is  more  ready  to  think  favourably  than  myself; 
they  **  plead  in  favour  of  their  religion"  as  an 
abstract  question,  but  they  can  prove  nothing 
in  favour  of  their  religion  politically ;  and  that 
religion,  in  point  of  fact,  and  as  we  have  just 
seen,  is  in  immediate  hostility  with  the  religion 
of  their  fellow-subjects,  and  with  the  insti- 
tutions, which  are  therefore  the  interests,  of 
the  State. 

3.  Religiously  speaking,  the  English  Roman 
Catholics  have  no  shadow  of  reason  to  fear 
the  awkward  compliment  of  being  thought 
**  better  than  their  tenets  ;**  for,  if  they  were 
not  upon  a  perfect  level  with  their  "  tenets,** 
they  would  not  have  taken  the  pains  to  publish 
them,  as  I  have  above  displayed  them.  So  rea- 
sonable, and  so  wise,  then,  is  the  advice  given 
them  by  the  Times,  to  say  nothing  about  their 
religion,  while  they  are  contending  for  politiod 
rights ; — and  so  reasonable,  and  wise,  and  con-^ 
sistent,  in  short,  is  every  thing,  excjspt  the 
zeal  of  the  Times,  and  of  Mr.  Canning,  for  the 
concession  of  those  rights !    Let  legislators  be 
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guided  by  the  light  of  nature^  in  unison  with 
that  of  political  science ;  and,  where  they  see 
natural  principles  of  disunion^  forbear  to  force 
an  artificial  combination  I  The  men  who,  in  this 
kingdom,  compose  the  Jloman  Catholic  and 
Protestant  bodies  respectively,  are  quite  capa- 
ble of  being  united ;  but,  then,  the  process  is, 
to  make  the  men,  either  all  Protestants,  or  all 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  not  that  of  forming,  what 
Bossuet  (p.  147)  would  call,  the  *^  confusion  of 
Babel/'  by  making  Roman  Catholics  and  Pro- 
totont^  fellow-citizens — fellow-citizens,  too,  in 
England,  and  under  English  circumstances! 
Fellow-citizens,  indeed,  of  motley  groups, who, 
af  the  work  of  the  great  tower  of  the  State, 
t^ould  not  call  to  each  other  in  any  common 
language,  to  make  their  several  meanings 
understood ! — Every  extravagance  of  that  kind 
must  fail : 

**  High  Heavea  with  laughter  the  rath  toil  surTeya, 
And  bones  madmen  in  the  heaps  they  raise  V* 

4.  And»  in  corroboration  of  the  advice  of  the 
Times,  and  for  the  further  guidance  of  the  Ro- 
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man  Catholics,  and  solution  of  what  seems  to 
appear  to  them  a  little  contradictory,  if  not 
mysterious,  I  shall  endeavour  to  explain  to 
them  why  it  happens  that  an  "intercourse'' 
with  Roman  Catholics  often  leads  Protestants 
Ito  think  that  **  men  may  be  better  than  their 
tenets/'  oocial  intercourse  is  not  conversant 
with  tenets — and,  further,  the  tenets  in  ques- 
tion have  little  to  do  with  social  intercourse. 
Amid  the  amenities  of  social  and  polished  in- 
tercourse, the  tenets  referred  to  necessarily 
sleep.  I  say  nothing  of  the  personal  disregard 
or  forgetfulness  of  tens  of  thousands  of  the 
professed  followers  of  all  religions,  and  therefore 
of  the  real  superiority  which  may  often  exist, 
of  the  men  to  their  tenets,  within  the  pale  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  not  less  than  elsewhere,  in 
cases  where  the  tenets  are  objectionable :  I  say 
pothing  of  all  this ;  first,  because  I  am  not 
talking  of  such  as  are  only  nomiml  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, and  who  (as  can  bje  no  secret,  either 
with  Roman  Catholics,  or  with  any  others,  who 
are  at  all  conversant  with  the  world)  are  the 
real  individuals  intended  by  such  as  are  *'  better 
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than  their  tenets ;''  secondly,  because,  in  this 
argument,  we  are  not  to  argue  from  individuals, 
but  from  the  body,  and  must  judge  of  the  body, 
as  well  from  tenets  solemnly  averred  in  the 
name  of  the  body  (the  individual  being  always 
as  .fix>m  facts,  notoriously  developed;  and 
and  thirdly,  because  to  protest  against  the 
tenets  of  the  body,  if  they  find  or  think  them* 
selves  superior  to  them ;  that  is,  to  renounce 
its  name  and  connection),  the  tenets  themselves 
perfectly  as  there  is  no  difficulty  in  confessing, 
are  compatible  with  a  long  list  of  social  vir- 
tues ;  but  they  are  not  compatible  with  the  civil 
interests  of  a  Protestant  Constitution  of  Govern- 
ment. The  political  question,  therefore,  is 
•altogether  different  from  the  social,  as  it  likewise 
is  from  the  moral.  No  one  disputes  the 
personal  character  of  a  Roman  Catholic  as  a 
Roman  Catholic ;  the  honour,  the  benevolence, 
the  justice,  the  generosity,  nor  even,  as  to 
certain  purposes,  the  loyalty  of  the  individual, 
nor  of  the  body ;  but  every  one  ought  to  dis- 
pute the  unqualified  loyalty,  the  unqualified 
fitness,  of  that  man  to  be  a  citizen  of  the  State, 
whose  known  and  declared  principle  it  is,  to 
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repudiate,  and,  we  must  believe,  to  repudiate 
conscientiously,  the  institutions  of  the  State. 
Read,  however,  once  more.  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett's  New  Roman  Catholic  Oath,  and  see  what 
that  gentleman  thinks  of  the  unqualified  layaity, 
unqualified  ^fitness,  and  even  common  veracity ^  of 
a  British  Roman  Catholic ! — And  thus  we  come 
hack  to  **  insult." 

But,  if  we  cannot  leave  off  **  insulting"  the 
Roman  Catholics,  where  is  the  use  of  giving^ 
to  those  whom  we  **  insult"  the  power  to  chas«- 
tise  us?  I;s  not  the  inevitableness  of  the  **  insult" 
one  of  tlie  many  conclusive  arguments  against 
the  Emancipation?  You  see  with  how  little 
patience  the  Roman  Catholics  bear  the  Pro- 
testant interruptions  in  France — where  Roman 
Catholics  are  **  uppermost,"  and  where,  as 
some  might  think,  ''  as  they  are  stout,  they 
should  be  merciful." 

There  is,  again,  a  still  deeper  mischief  than 
all  this,  connected  with  the  language  of ''  insult" 
toward  the  British  Roman  Catholics  and  their 
religion.    It  persuades  the  superficial  to  believe 
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lint  the  Protestant  feeling  of  contempt  for 
both  is  a  sufficient  safeguard  of  our  Protestant 
Constitution.  Protestant  bigots,  rioting  in 
their  stories  of  the  ''  man  of  sin/'  and  the 
'^  beast  with  the  ten  horns/'  and  the  rest,  ima- 
gine that  the  country  is  in  no  danger,  either  of 
a  return  to  Roman  Catholicism,  or  of  being 
tamed  down  to  the  endurance  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic  power ! 

See,  too,  the  inconvenience  of  putting  your 
trust  in  the  effect  of  this  Protestant  religious 
animosity ;  this  religious  animosity,  or,  at  the 
mildest,  this  religious  censoriousness,  to  which 
the  censured  are  so  sensible,  and  the  prone- 
ness  of  all  mankind  to  which  is  one  of  the  first 
grounds  of  the  necessity  of  religious  exclusions, 
distinctions,  and  disabilities  in  civil  society !  If 
this  safeguard,  as  you  esteem  it,  should  really 
survive  your  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation, 
it  will  embroil  you  ¥dth  the  emancipated :  if 
it  should  die  under  the  change,  you  will  be 
left  at  their  mercy!  And  you  are  not  to  reckon 
too  confidently  upon  its  endurance.  A  passive 
consent  to  Protestantism  belongs  to  th»  bulk  of 
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your  pepple;  but  a  zealous  and  intense  attach- 
ment distinguishes,  of  course,  only  a  very  small 
minority.  If  that  minority  itself  were  in  reality 
unchangeable,  the  majority,  at  any  rate,  are 
not  to  be  so  accounted.  All  that  you  can  be 
sure  of  in  the  multitude  is,  the  eternity  of  reli- 
gious passion;  while,  of  gonstancy  in  their 
religious  affections,  you  can  say  nothing.  The 
multitude  will  always  be  religious ;  but  their 
choice  of  religion,  if  you  let  it,  will  always 
be  variable  :— 

"  The  object  still  cbanging,  the  sympathy  trne.'- 

And,  even  these  things  out  of  sight,  where  is 
the  "  good  taste,"  as  the  phrase  is,  of  indulging 
in  our  sneers  and  our  curses  upon  the  Roman 
Catholics  and  their  religion,  at  the  very  moment 
in  which  we  are  proposing  to  make  them  our 
.political  companions?  For  my  own  part,  I 
should  never  allow  myself  a  moment's  doubt, 
that  the  frank,  and,  I  will  add,  respectful  course, 
to  which  my  own  individual  sentiments  leads, 
would  gain. me  more  friends  among  those  Bri* 
tish  Roman  Catholics  whose  friendship  alone 
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could  be  an  honour,  than  any  part  of  the  tor- 
tuous  and  contemptuous  treatment  which  they 
experience  from  those  to  whom  I  am  hikstile. 
They  w6uld  be  better  pleased,  I  am  sure,  to  be 
td.d  .by  me,  that  I  would  keep  them  out  of 
power  because  I  respect  them,  because  I  do  not 
call  them  idolaters,  because  I  know  that  they 
acknowledge  one  only  God,  because  I  think 
that  there  is  nothing  so  singularly  ''  absurd"  in 
the  doctrine  ©f  the  **  real  presence,"  because, 
among  other  fears,  I  fear  the  ascendancy  of  all 
that  is  amiable,  or  captivating,  or  reaisonable  in 
their  system ;  than  if  I  said,  that  I  would  admit 
them  precisely  because  I  despise  them,  and 
hold  them  to  be  impotent !  I  would  treat  them 
with  that  sincerity,  and  becoming  regard,  which 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  his  French  gaoler  of  the 
Temple,  reciprocally  treated  each  other.  Both 
frankly  acknowledged  their  respective  natural 
aims;  the  gaoler  to  keep  his  prisoner,  and 
the  prisoner  to  escape  from  prison ;  and  a 
mutual  bargain,  accordingly,  was  struck  and 
acted  upon.  During  certain  hours  of  the  day. 
Sir  Sidney  enjoyed  a  large  share  of  liberty. 
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upon  his  pledge  not  to  make  use  of  it  for 
ejecting  an  escape.  Daring  other  hours  of  the 
day,  he  was  closely  confined,  with  an  equal  un-« 
derstanding  that,  all  that  time,  he  might  make 
every  effort  for  his  liberty,  without  offending 
against  his  fiiendship  with  the  gaoler.  In  re- 
gard  to  the  Roman  Catholics,  it  has  ever  been 
my  feeling,  that  there  were  no  men  to  whom 
I  would  more  readily  give  my  hand  as  mem- 
bers of  society ;  while,  upon  the  question  of 
membership  of  the  State,  I  insist  always  upon 
a  wall  of  brass  between  them  and  me. 

In  the  passages  which  I  have  lately  quoted 
from  the  Times  newspaper,  there  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  an  apparent  complexity  of  senti- 
ment, and  division  of  purpose,  which  it  may 
be  difficult  to  explain.  Why  the  Times  is  so 
zealous  an  advocate  for  the  Roman  CathoUc 
Emancipation  I  think  I  can  understand;  and 
why,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  so  bitter  a  foe  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  is  comprehensible, 
if,  as  I  think  I  have  heard  it  said,  the  writer  in 
it  is  a  Protestant  clergyman. — In  my  eye  (but, 
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then,  I  speak  under  correction,  and  am  open  to 
better  advice),  there  cannot  be  a  more  vulgar 
tone  of  English  mind,  than  that  which  dictates 
a  simultaneous  vituperation  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  a  concession  of  the  poli« 
tical  claims ;  but  this  mixture  seems  to  be  ap- 
proved, and  I  have  done.  I  can  understand, 
then,  though  1  do  not  believe,  the  Morning 
Chronicle,  and  so  many  others,  who  reproach  and 
revile  the  religion,  and  the  practices  it  engen-^ 
ders,  and  yet  befriend  the  Emancipation,  upon 
the  basis,  that  we  have  nothing  to  fear,  for 
the  public  peace  at  the  beginning,  nor  for  the 
Constitution  in  the  end,  from  the  grant  of  poli- 
tical rights  to  the  professors  of  that  religion, 
however  worthy  in  itself  of  reproaches  and 
reVilings ;  but  when  the  Times,  in  the  same 
breath,  assures  us  that  an  exposure  of  those 
"  practices"  would  be  **  fatal"  to  the  claim,  and 
yet,  with  a  knowledge  of  those  practices,  seem- 
ingly assumed  to  be  more  profound  than  or- 
dinary, it  recommends  the  admission  of  the 
daim,  I  am  left  at  a  loss  for  an  interpretation ! 
Does  the  Times  mean,  that  the  known  practices 
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of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  -  are  such  as 
**  must,"  that  is,  as  ought  to,  be  "  fatal"  to 
the  claim ;  or,  does  it  mean,  that  it  is  itself  in 
possession  of  some  unknown  facts  concerning 
those  practices,  which,  if  generally  published, 
would  or  should  be  **  fatal"  to  the  claim, — and 
still,  in  either  case^  does,  it  take  the  claim 
under  its  protection  ?  I  say  again,  that  there  is 
another  part  of  the  mystery  which  I  think  more 
easily  seen  through ;  but,  altogether,  the  writer 
in  the  Times  strikes  me  to  have  a  vocation 
full  of  sorrow ;  that  of  rendering 

*' moutb-honour. 


Which  the  poor  hdatt  would  fain  deny>  but  dare  nrot !  '^ 

As  to  Mr.  Cannings  I  shall  talk  seriously 
and  quietly  to  that  gentleman^  one  day  or 
another.  His  line  of  argument  is  just  good  for 
nothing,  and  yet  it  is  Ossa  to  a  wart,  compared 
with  the  dismal  doings  of  Messrs.  Brougham, 
Macintosh,  and  their  fellows.  I  persuade 
myself  of  Mr.  Canning's  honesty  in  the  affair, 
because  of  the  distinct  and  manly  course  which, 
at  least  as  far  as  words  can  go,  he  marks  out 
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for  his  feet ;  and  I  must  add  that  his  language, 
whatever  may  be  the  errors  of  his  doctrine,  is 
always  that  (so  rarely  heard  in  Parliament  or 
any  where  else)  of  a  practical  statesman,  and  of 
a  scholar  in  political  learning.     But  all,  at  the 
same  time,  that  he  has  said  concerning  the  pre- 
judice which,  as  he  pretends,  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic Question  suffers  from  its  connection  with  the 
detail  of.  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland,  is  but  a  small  part,  I  fancy,  of  what 
his  favourite  must  encounter  from  the  people  of 
England,  and  is  never  thought  of  beyond  the 
walls  of  an  University.  He  tells  us,  however,  that 
this  unhappy  question  "  crossed  his  path,"  and 
that  his  attachment  to  it  has  cost  him  his  '*  first 
love," — the  prospect  of  representing  AlmaMater 
in  Parliament;  and  I  must  therefore  regard  and 
pity  him  as  a  truly  unfortunate  lover,  the  victim 
of  a  most  mistaken,  and  not  even  creditable 
attachment.    I  wish,  then,  that  he  could  **  throw 
the  Circe  off,"  saying  to  her,  as  a  poet,  with 
whom,  perhaps,  Mr.  Canning  has  some  ac- 
quaintance, has  said,  to  (I  have  little  doubt) 
an  incomparably  more. deserving  mistresS', 
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''  In  many  a  stmin  of  grief  and  joy. 
My  youthful  spirit  sung  to  thee ; 

Bui,  now,  I  am  no  more  a  boy. 

And  there's  a  gulf  'twixt  you  and  me!'' 

Or,  repeating  the  still  less  d^eniably  apologe- 
tic, as  well  as  more  *'auiiciently"-guised,  lines 
that  follow : 

**  Lady,  if  my  song  flows  not  as  of  yore. 
Know,  Colin  now  ia  Colin  noY^r  more : 
He  mote  ne,  con  ne,  pipe,asheret<tf<Hrel" 

I  doubt  whether,  without  a  double  breach 
of  civility,  I  can  add  the  finishing  verse  of  the 
quatrain : — 

"  Weelaway  I  leave  seely  oide  man  to  mn$e  am 

but,  really,  it  is  by  musing  "  on  auncient  lore,'* 
and  that,  not  so  much  for  facts,  as  for  principles, 
that  I  think  Mr.  Canning  would  be  greatly 
helped,  in  doing  justice  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Question ! 

It  is  right,  in  the  mean  time,  that  I  should 
expressly  point  out  that  particular  argument  of 
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Mr.  Calming,  of  which  alone  I  wish  to  speak 
so  respectfully^  although  controversially;  and 
it  is  this :  that  the  Emancipation  should  take 
place,  not  for  the  sake  of  Ireland,  nor  for  the 
sake  of  the  ftoman  Catholics,  but  for  that  of  all 
the  enipire  and  its  people. 

I  use  no /iier^/ language  toward  Mr.  Canning, 
and  do  not  remind  you  that  he  is  an  Irishman, 
and  that  every  Irish  vote,  and  the  vote  of  every 
man  connected  with  Ireland,  is  suspicious ;  nor 
that  he  has  married  his  daughter  to  an  Irish 
Peer,  one  of  the  sixty-nine  subscribers  to  that 
most  disinterested  set  of  Resolutions,  agreed  to 
at  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's.  These  are  topics 
which  might  be  handled  again  and  again,  if  the 
cases  had  been  those  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  or 
of  Mr.  Peel ;  but  they  will  not  do  for  my  side  of 
the  question !  I  believe  Mr.  Canning  to  be  honest, 
and  I  will  not  despair  but  that,  at  some  happy 
moment,  he  will  yet  recover  himself,  and 
unravel  the  skein,  in  the  entanglements  of 
which  he  is  at  present  lost.  In  the  mean  time, 
I  tell  him,  with  regret,  that  his  seat  in  admi- 
3c2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


756 

nistration^  in  spite  of  liis  many  merits,  is  a 
curse  to  the  country, — because  it  is  one  of  the 
principal  sources  of  the  audacity  with  which 
claims  are  made>  such  as,  neither,  now,  nor  at 
any  future  time  (without  the  sacrifice  of  all 
public  principle,  without  a  total  prostration  of 
the  public  interests,  for  the  purposes  of  individual 
and  private  gain,  and  without  the  connivance  of 
those  who  shall  be  either  too  ignorant  or  too 
cowardly  to  defend  them),  can  ever  be  com- 
plied with. 

My  calculation,  however,  may  be  partly 
wrong.  Mr.  Canning's  official  situation,  and  the 
guilty  projects  which  it  contributes  to  inspire 
with  so  much  boldness,  may  have  the  effect, 
permanently  beneficial,  of  so  awakening  the 
PEOPLE  to  a  due  examination  and  estimate  of 
their  merits,  as  to  ensure  their  complete  and 
final  overthrow.  Mr.  Canning,  together  with 
his  colleague  Emancipationists  in  the  Cabinet, 
say  that  Emancipation  will  come  at  last,  but 
cannot  come  immediately,  because  the  people 
are  not  yet  sufficiently  enlightened — for  nothing 
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can  be  more  false  than  what  has  since  been 
said — that  Mr,  O'Connell  and  his  coadjutors 
were  duped,  during  the  late  session  (as  far>  at 
least,  as  any  public  act  is  witness),  by  Mr. 
Canning,  and  those  to  whom  I  have  alluded 
into  any  belief  of  immediate  success ;  and  poor 
Mr.  O'Connell,  when,  premising  that  he  "  knew 
something,  he  thought,  of  human  nature,"  and 
"  that,  if  he  could  judge  from  the  symptoms 
of  the  times.  Emancipation  was  certainly  at 
hand;" — poor  Mr.  O'Connell  was  his  own  dupe, 
or  else  one  of  those  "  gobes-mouches"  and  cock- 
neys, who,  either  beforehand,  or  by  its  instruc- 
tion, always  think,  or  at  least  always  talk,  with 
that  all-knowing  public  press,  which, — upon 
every  successive  subject, — believes  all  that  the 
rest  of  the  world  knows  to  be  false,  and  expects 
all  that  the  rest  of  the  world  knows  to  be  im- 
possible ! 
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LETTER  XXXJII. 

I  AM  not  sorry  that,  among  my  other  inter- 
ruptions of  the  main  current  of  our  correspon- 
dence, I  lately  turned  aside,  for  a  momenjt  or 
two,  from  the  discussion  of  the  |loman  Ca- 
tholic question,  to  say  a  word  concerning  the 
newer  and  rising  Combination  Question;  ibr, 
the  view,  which  some  particular  facts  then 
mduced  me  to  ta^e  of  its  great  and  pressing 
importance,  has  since  appeared  to  o0er  i^s^f 
to  others;  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  to 
find  that  even  the  expression  of  a  ''  servile 
war,"  at  the  use  of  which  I  hesitate^  when  I 
wrote  to  you,  has  seemed  applicable,  in  ^he 
estimation  of  others  than  myself. 

As  to  the  legislative  treatment  of  combina- 
tions, in  the  mean  time,  I  see  nothing  to  alter 
in  the  opinions  which  I  have  advanced.  The 
peculiar,  and  peculiarly  difficult  circumstances. 
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which  await  combinations^  among  so  large  a 
multitude  of  persons  as  those  composing  the 
labouring  population,  when  compared  with  all 
the  possible  public  dangeris  resulting  from 
combinations  among  so  small  a  number  as  the 
employers,  make  no  difference  in  what  ought 
to  be  our  practical  conclusions  upon  the  case, 
any  more  than  what  must  be  our  theoretical. 
I  diould  be  the  last  to  contend,  that  it  cdh 
be  just  to  make  unlawful  only  that  which 
is  previously  immoral;  or,  in  other  words, 
that  there  is  to  be  ho  prohibited  eVll,  but  that 
evil  which  is  evil  in  itself.  But  the  incotaveni- 
ence  of  striving  with  the  principle  of  combination 
is  manifest ;  and  it  is  therefore  to  breachei  of  the 
peace  only  that  we  must  look.  This,  certainly, 
is  not  going  to  the  fountain-head;  but  it  is 
arresting  the  flood  just  where  it  becomes  mis- 
chievous. The  stream  that  we  dam  out  of  our 
houses,  we  leave  free  to  fertilise  the  meadows ; 
and  it  belongs  to  combination  to  confer  good, 
as  well  as  to  inflict  injury :  '^  When  bad  men," 
says  Burke,  ''conspire,  good  men  mustcom- 
bine."*    The  law,  too,  is  to  be  equal ;  and  the 
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poor  must  be  left  as  free  as  the  rich,  to  com- 
bine for  all  lawful  purposes. 

As  to  the  possible  political  and  general 
dangers,  unconnected  with  the  original  objects, 
but  capable  of  springing  from  the  union 
and  correspondence  of  the  "  unsophisticated 
classes,"  the  "  useful  classes,"  throughout 
all  the  kingdom ;  these  unquestionably  exist, 
but  we  are  not  to  legislate  in  consequence; 
and  this,  for  other  reasons  than  that  we 
should  legislate  to  no  purpose.  It  is  the  spirit 
of  all  English  criminal  law,  to  wait  for  the 
commission  of  an  offence,  and  not  to  punish  a 
tendency  to  an  offence — not  to  deny,  even  to 
the  evil-disposed,  their  "  locus  penitentiae."  To 
be  beforehand  with  crime,  upon  the  other  side, 
is  Roman  Catholic,  and  the  basis  of  all  perse- 
cution and  tyranny.  What  is  capable  of  being 
applied  to  good  purposes,  must  often  be  left  un- 
touched, notwithstanding  the  possibility  of  its 
being  employed  for  bad.  Six  hundred  persons, 
it  is  said  (but  surely  sixty  must  be  nearer  the 
number),  have  drowned  themselves  in  the  canal 
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which  skirts  the  north-east  of  London,  during 
the  short  period  which  has  elapsed  since  its 
formation.  The  river  Thames,  too,  may  give 
occasion  both  to  suicide  and  to  murder,  as  it 
certainly  also  does  to  many  accidental  deaths. 
We  are  not,  however,  for  these  reasons,  to  drain, 
and  empty  of  its  water,  either  the  Thames,  or 
the  canal. 

The  union  of  various  descriptions  of  labour- 
ers is  too  ancient,  and  too  universal,  not  to  have 
its  foundation  in  human  nature,  and  not  to 
defy  eradication.  They  have  existed,  also,  and 
they  continue  to  exist,  even  under  the  most 
despotic  systems  of  government.  They  are 
the  origin  of  all  guilds.  In  India,  there  is  an 
union,  fraternity,  and  correspondence,  be- 
tween all  the  members  of  every  imaginable 
system  of  gaining  a  livelihood.  Thieves  are 
united.  Thief-takers  are  united,  in  so  much 
that,  communicate  your  loss,  or  accuse  your 
thief,  to  one  of  the  latter  guild,  and  the  infor- 
mation runs  through  the  country ;  while,  from 
the  same  cause,  let  an  overbearing  European 
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mal'treat  a  domestic  servant,  and  immediately 
his  character  is  posted  throughout  India^  and 
the  combination  makes  it  difficult  for  htm  to 
obtain  a  respectable  servant  ever  after. 

And  the  manner,  too,  in  which,  in  the  last  re- 
sort, I  would  make  war  upon  all  breaches  of  the 
peace,  will  appear,  I  think,  the  more  indispen- 
sible,  the  more  it  is  reflected  upon.  Ask  your- 
self, for  example,  in  what  other  way  you  can 
meet  such  outrages  as  that  described  in  the  fol- 
lowing article  of  intelligence  from  Ireland,  of 
yesterday : — 

**  Two  strong  faottons,  siiling  themflelyes  the  *'  Thred 
Years  014"  nd  ''  Four  Years  Old/'  whose  acts  have  often 
been  detailed  on  criminal  trials  in  this  oountrj,  assembled, 
on  Friday,  in  great  force,  on  a  hill  called  CAober,  near  the 
fair*green  of  Dromia.  They  had  this  meeting  in  contempla- 
tion for  some  months  back,  and  made  every  exertion  for  a 
fonnidable  appearance  on  the  occasion.  With  this  view, 
they  bad  prepared  on  both  sides  near  a  hundred  t^tand  of  fire 
arms,  besides  other  weapons  of  a  destructive  nature,  which 
they  jittdged  might  be  useful  for  their  horrid  purpose.    The 
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parties  soon  joined  issue,  and  fought  with  great  violence — 
but  the  "  Four  Years  Old/'  unable  to  stand  the  shock  of  the 
adverse  &ction,  who  were  much  better  arme^,  fied  across  the 
country  for  two  miles,  towards  Athiacca,  pursued  by  the 
others,  who  fired  shots  after  them  in  all  directions,  by  which 
numbers  were  wounded,  many  so  dangerously  that  their 
lives  are  despaired  of.  On  Saturday,  Mr.  Benpet,  the  Coro* 
oer,  held  an  inquest  on  one  man,  named  John  Carol],  a 
taQor,  who  happened  to  be  standing  near  the  fair-green, 
looking  at  the  conflict,  when  he  received  a  shot  through  the 
head,  which  killed  him  on  the  spot.  The  savage  disposition 
of  these  lawless  wretches  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  of 
their  having  threatened  the  life  of  an  apothecary  from  Bruff, 
whom  they  met  going  to  visit  some  of  the  wounded,  but 
whom  they  compelled  to  return  wilbout  effecting  his  humane 
intentions.  This  daring  violation  of  the  laws  was  committed 
in  the  noon  day ;  and  what  an  alamUng  condition  must  the 
country  be  in,  when  such  ruffians  are  suffered  to  prowl 
about  the  roads  and  public  places,  carrying  fire-arms  openly 
in  their  hands,  for  the  destruction  of  peaceable  subjects, 
without  any  obstruction  whatever.  Frequently  have  they 
been  cautioned  by  their  Clergyman  against  these  wicked 
practices,  but  in  vain,  for  on  this  point  his  exertions  are 
totally  useless." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


764 

But  occurrences  like  these,  with  the  addition 
of  outrages  confined  to  solitary  victims,  or  to 
massacred  families,  make  up  the  daily  history 
of  Ireland — of  Ireland  in  its  tranquillity — for 
Ireland  is  quite  tranquil  now — notwithstanding 
its  loss  of  the  Qovemment  of  Mr.  O'Connell 
and  the  Association  Parliament.  And  is  this 
history,  in  the  mean  time,  creditable  to  His 
Majesty's  Government?  and  are  you  simple 
enough  to  believe  that  these  acts  of  violence, 
committed  by  Roman  Catholic  against  Roman 
Catholic,  have  any  relation,  as  to  their  origin, 
direct  or  indirect,  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Question;  or,  are  you  equally  simple  enough 
to  believe  that  they  are  without  a  remedy? 
Buonaparte  would  have  cured  them  in  less 
than  a  twelvemonth ;  and  I  flatter  myself  that 
either  you  or  I  could  do  the  samel  But  the 
generation  is  weak  and  effeminate,  and  shrinks 
from  all  great  principle ;  or,  it  is  base  and  infa- 
mous, and  exhibits  nostrums,  purposely  to  cir- 
cumvent health,  and  to  exasperate  the  symp- 
toms. His  Majerty's  Government  must  please 
the  House  of  Commons ;  the  House  of  Com- 
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mons  must  please  the  ''  enlightened"  press; 
the  House  of  Commons  learn  from  the  ''  en- 
lightened" press,  that  if  they  do  not  sacrifice 
the  Constitution,  they  will  lose  their  seats ;  the 
House  of  Commons  tremble  and  obey;  and 
His  Majesty's  Government  trembles  and  obeys 
also !  And  this  it  is  (among  all  its  opposite  ac- 
count of  blessings)  to  enjoy  a  popular  govern- 
ment; and  there  it  is  that  we  should  be,  with- 
out a  House  of  Lords,  and  without  borough 
influence !  At  the  mercy  of  whom  ?  Of.  the 
people?  Of  the  real  and  *'  unsophisticated" 
people?  It  is  false.  We  should  be  at  the 
mercy,  at  the  bottom  of  all,  of  an  uninformed,  a 
misguided,  and  misguiding  press !  The.  press 
would  govern  the  kingdom,  and  it  has  already 
said  as  much !  Why  was  there  a  majority  for 
the  Relief  Bill,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  the 
last  session,  and  why  will  the  struggle  be  des- 
perate in  the  next  ?  Because  of  the  impending 
General  Election !  Because,  among  reasons  even 
less  pardonable,  the  House  of  Commons  igno- 
rantly  put  faith  in  a  delusive  press,  which  tells 
them  that  the  people  of  England  will  elect  none 
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bnt  Emancipationists.  Perhaps,  however,  by  this 
time,  and  upon  that  point,  some  eyes  are  opened ! 

In  the  United  States  of  North  America,  when 
the  land-tax  cannot  be  paid,  the  sheriff  selfs 
the  land  to  the  highest  bidder.  In  the  British 
Islands,  where  the  tax  upon  violence  should 
exceed  the  means  of  payment,  the  land  ought 
to  be  sequestered  to  the  crown.  As  to  the  in* 
habitants,  where  neither  pig  nor  potatoe  were 
left  to  satisfy  the  demand,  the  tenant  should  go 
to  gaol,  or  to  the  discipline  of  one  of  Mr.  Owen's 
Villages  of  Unity,  in  which  he  might  be  taught  to 
wash  his  face,  and  to  apply  his  hands  to  indus- 
try. But  none  of  these  sad  extremes  would  be 
needful ;  and,  here,  also,  let  me  warn  you,  that 
these  schemes  of  coercion  are  no  part  of  the 
system  to  which  1  have  formerly  alluded,  and 
have  not  yet  explained,  but  to  which  I  should 
look  for  the  simultaneous  benefit  of  Ireland  and 
of  the  whole  empire.  Liberality,  and  not  rigour, 
is  my  grand  panacea.  This  scheme  of  coer- 
cion, in  the  mean  time,  among  other  things, 
would  place,  as  I  have  said,  absenteeism  upon  its 
only  proper  footing. 
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And.  let  me  tell  the  sane  part  of  Hi&  Ma* 
jesty's  GoveriHQeatt  that  the^  sup^pressioa  of 
these  Irish  outrages  ia  Ireland  is  their  d^aty — 
not  for  minor  .reasons  only — but  for  the  defea^ee 
of  the  Constitution  of  the -Kingdom*— for  taking 
amay  the .  texts>  from  which  sermons  of  Rofnan 
Catholic  Emancipfttioa  are  deliTered«  Wlule^ 
they  continne,  there  will  always'  be  those^ 
wicked,  or  else  ignorant  enoughs  to  teach^as 
well  as  others  ignorant  enougk  to  be  p^rsuaded^ 
that  Roman  GatholicExclusion,  from  Parliament 
and  silk  gowns,  is  at  th&bottom  of  the  whole  ^ 
mischief! 

It  was  precisely  in  the  spirit  of  my  views  upon 
this  subject,  that  Mr.  Charles  Grant  resisted, 
in  the  session  of  1820,  themotion  lof  Mr.  Daly, 
haying  for  its  object  the  revival  of  the  Irish 
Insurrection  Ad.  Mr.  Grantappealed  to  those 
members  of  the  House  who  were  connected 
with  Ireland,  intreatijxg  them  to  reconsider, 
whether  it  would  not  be  very  practicable,  by 
local  exertion,  to  do  away  with  the  necessity  of 
any  such  measure  as  the  Insurrection  Act  ?  He 
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intreated  those,  who  came  to  that  House  for 
stronger  powers  to  protect  them  from  the  people, 
to  reflect  whether,  in  the  districts  in  which 
they  resided,  the  local  causes  of  the  evil  might 
not  be  so  softened  as  to  supersede  such  a  fatal 
necessity?  Mr.  Grant  contended,  too, -.for  the 
enlightened  principle,  that  the  excesses  of  the 
people  should  be  met  by  steady  and  constitu- 
tional, and  not  by  extraordinary  measures. 
He  said  that  it  was  an  unpleassmt  duty  to 
make  the  remark,  but,  when  the  Government 
of  Ireland  was  put  upon  its  defence,  for  ab- 
staining from  strong  and  extraordinary  mea- 
sures, he  was  obliged,  however  reluctantly,  to 
observe,  that  every  person  connected  with  that 
Government  must  always  expect,  under  cir- 
cumstances of  local  disorder,  to  receive,  day 
after  day,  applications  for  military  force,  ac- 
companied by  declarations  of  great  alarm  and 
danger.  No  doubt,  those,  by  whom  such  de- 
clarations were  made,  thought  them  well-found- 
ed ;  but  it  was  the  duty  of  Government  to  use 
a  sound  discretion,  and  to  consider  how  far  it 
might  be  proper  to  afford  the  required  aid. 
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Mr.  Grant  appeared  disposed,  indeed,  to  re- 
gard  as  the  source  of  the  remoter  causes  of 
Irish  disturbance  and  insurrection,  the  harsh 
or  violent  steps,  vrhich,  for  two  centuries  pre- 
ceding the  middle  of  his  late  Majesty's  reign, 
the  English  Government,  from  time  to  time, 
had  been  induced  to  take,  at  the  instance  of 
those  in  Ireland,  who  were  anxious  to  possess 
the  Government  with  stronger  powers,  for  the 
sake  of  protecting  ''  themselves  from  the 
people."  It  is  under  circumstances  like  these, 
that  the  spectacle  presents  itself,  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  refusing  the  investment,  at 
the  hands  of  Parliament,  with  that  fiiU  amount 
of  rigorous  authority  over  the  liberty  of  the 
subject  in  Ireland,  which  Irishmen  endeavour 
to  place  in  its  hands ! 

I  may  put  it  then  to  those,  who  think  with 
the  considerate  and  constitutional  Irish  secre- 
tary of  that  day,  to  answer,  whether  the  local 
respoMibiUty  far  the  peace,  which,  it  is  my  object 
to  demand,  is  not  a  system  adapted  to  the 
suppression  of  the  evils,    upon  either  side, 
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which  such  remarks  contemplate.  Prevention 
is  better  than  cure.  The  disorders  of  Ireland 
(as^  when  I  come  to  speak  of  their  real  causes, 
and  real  remedy,  as  contrasted  with  the  odious 
and  insufferable  imposture  of  Emancipation 
will  appear)  have  their  origin  in  local  diffi- 
culties, such  as  engender  local  vices  in  both 
rich  and  poor;  that  is,  in  both  landlord  and 
tenant ;  for,  as  Ireland,  with  little  qualification 
of  the  phrase,  is  an  agricultural  country,  and 
landlords  and  tenants,  therefore,  are  the  two 
classes  which  (for  the  tenantry  and  labourers 
are  one — that  is,  the  labourers  are  a  large  part 
of  the  tenantry)  really  compose  the  whole  body 
of  society.  JPfow,  if  the  lands,  and  the  pro- 
perty upon  the  lands,  were  made  answerable  for 
the  preservation  of  the  peace ;  who  does  not 
see  that,  in  the  establishment  of  such  a  system, 
is  to  be  found  the  surest  means  of  rendering  it 
necessary  to  the  interests  of  both  classes  to 
put  a  check  upon  their  respective  errors  ;  and 
who  does  not  see  with  how  steady  and  con- 
stitutional a  description  of  power  such  a  system 
would  work;   and  how  remote,  in  character 
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and  inevitable  consequences,  it  would  be,  from 
that  which,  first  leaving  landlord  and  tenant 
to  pursue  courses  which  end  in  outrage  and 
insurrection  upon  the  part  of  the  tenantry,  or 
poorer  class,  then  empowers  a  terrified,  and 
perhaps  deeply  guilty,  or,  at  the  best,  thought- 
less and  misled  gentry,  or  body  of  landlords, 
or  the  richer  class,  to  throw  upon  England  all 
the  burden,  and  blood,  and  reproach,  of  mow- 
ing down  the  people,  whenever,  through  re- 
ciprocal faults,  extremities  supervene  I 

The  various  influence  of  such  a  system,  under 
which  every  man's  interest,  of  either  class, 
would  point  to  the  peace, — ^to  the  effectual  pre- 
servation of  the  peace, — is  surely  little  to  be 
doubted.  I  have  not  hitherto  adverted  to  that 
which,  nevertheless,  is  no  small  matter  in  the 
account)  its  tendency,  in  all  places,  to  procure 
the  removal)  by  those  who  can  remove  them, 
of  all  causes  of  exasperation;  and  its  ten- 
dency, in  Ireland,  to  induce  all  parties  to  cal- 
cinate consequences,  and  to  desist  firom  every 
practice  which  even  remotely  threatens  public 
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tranquillity,  must  be  obvious.  There  are  vices 
— there  is  an  imprudence — there  is  a  miscal- 
culation, which  are  properly  to  be  punished, 
and  to  be  repressed,  only  by  leaving  men  to 
suffer  the  consequences,  and  to  grow  more  vir- 
tuous, or  more  wise,  through  the  fruits  of  ex- 
perience. How  different  a  system,  I  repeat, 
from  that  of  leaving  them  to  act  viciously,  or 
even  thoughtlessly,  and  then,  in  their  mis- 
fortune, to  besiege  the  offices  of  Government, 
for  help  and  for  slaughter  against  their  neigh- 
bours and  the  people !  In  this  place,  I  have 
more  particularly  in  view  the  facts  referred  to 
in  the  Parliamentary  observations  of  Mr.  Daly, 
who  tells  us,  that  the  disturbances  and  insur- 
rections which  have  afflicted  Ireland  and  the 
empire  at  large  for  the  last  sixty  years,  have 
their  principal  source  in  the  miserable  poverty 
of  the  bulk  of  the  population;  this,  again,  in  the 
almost  total  absence  of  manufactures,  and  con- 
sequent almost  total  dependence  of  the  people 
upon  the  cultivation  of  the  soil ;  and  who  thence 
leads  us  to  imagine  the  competition  for  small 
patches  of  ground — thence,  the  extravagant  and 
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gambling  rents  offered,  and  by  which,  says 
Mr.  Daly,  "  land-owners  have  unfortunately 
suffered  themselves  to  be  tempted — but  which 
it  was  wholly  beyond  the  means  of  the  tenant 
to  pay !" — ^What  do  you  want,  in  addition  even 
to  this  story,  so  uniformly  told  by  all  who  are 
acquainted  with  Ireland,  to  explain  all  out- 
rages, and  point  out,  so  far,  the  nature  of  the 
remedy  ?  Amid  this  competition  for  land,  high 
rents  make  tithes  severities — high  rents  unpaid 
lead  to  processes — ^processes  to  murders; — a 
landlord,  seeking  only  high  rents,  turns  out  old 
tenants,  and  brings  in  strangers — more  murders 
— more  burnings!  But,  make  the  land  pe- 
cuniarily responsible  for  breaches  of  the  peace, 
and  it  will  be  worth  the  while,  both  of  landlord 
and  tenant,  to  calculate  profit  and  loss,  and 
to  see  whether  lower  rents,  and  old  tenants, 
might  not  lead  to  greater  peace,  and  greater 
income,  and  to  that  state  of  society  in  which 
habits  of  peace  and  order  may  be  permitted 
to  extend  themselves. 

But  is  this,  or  is  any  similar  local  scheme  of 
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tranquillisation-of  Ireland,  adapted  to  the  use 
of  Irish  and  of  English  patriots,  or  to  the  un- 
derstanding of  the  ''  enlightened  public  ?"  As- 
suredly it  is  not !  Who  would  gain  any  thing 
by  it,  even  in  the  way  of  fame ;  and  how  many 
are  there  not  who  would  lose,  as  well  in  feme, 
money,  and  power?  Ireland! — but  what  is  Ire- 
land to  the  Roman  Catholic,  to  the  Dissenting, 
to  the  Liberal  intjsrests,  who  want — not  to  see 
Ireland  aided  without^  the  overthrow  of  the 
Constitution,  but  to  gull  the  people  of  England 
into  the  overthrow  of  the  Constitution,  upon 
the  fortunate  pretext  of  rendering  service  to 
Ireland.  Oh !  the  audacity  of  the  juggle ;  and 
oh !  the  depth  of  the  infatuation.  The  following, 
in  the  mean  time,  is  the  language  of  an  Irish 

writer,  writing  with  local  knowledge  of  his  facts : 

I 

'*  As  to  tranquillising  Ireland  by  these  mea- 
sures, how  long  will  the  starved  cottager  hold 
Roman  Catholic  eligibility  to  Chancellorships 
and  Secretaryships  to  be  a  substitute  for  the 
meat  and  bread  which  either  his  landlord  or 
the  middleman  deny  him  ?    If  he  has  one  day 
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of  jollification  upon  the  strength  of  the  pro- 
mised amendment  of  his  condition,  he  will  be 
the  more  enraged,  the  next  day,  by  perceiving 
that  a  new  cheat  has  been  added  to  his  misery ! 
The  exorbitance  of  the  Irish  landlords,  and  of 
the  middlemeni  is  the  main  cause  of  Irish  tur- 
bulence and  sa^ageness.  They  take  from  their 
lands  more  rents  than  they  ought,  even  if  they 
expended  them  among  their  people.  They  are 
curses  to  their  own  country,  by  withdrawing 
their  rents;  and  they  are  curses^  to  England, 
where  they  chiefly  expend  their  rents,  by  the 
expenditure  whdch  they  force  upon  us  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  down  their  own  exasperated 
people,  and  by  the^  dangerous  schemes  upon 
which  they  successively  endeavour  to  employ 
us^  partly  for  the  purpose  of  soothing  that 
peofde  by  some  temporary  flattery,  and  partly 
for  the  purpose  of  concealing  fromi  us  the  real 
cause  of  the  misery  that  is  to  be  soothed !" 

Supposing^  however,  sack  a  scheme  adopted 
(and  one  may  indulge  the  reverie  !)  something 
new  would  also  be  requked,  in  relation  to  the 
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powers  of  Grand  Juries,  of  which  I  shall  say 
nothing  more  at  present ;  and,  if  actions  for 
damages  were  allowed,  it  would  be  necessary 
to  limit  the  amount  recoverable. 

With  this  and  other  political  aids,  how  much 
might  not  the  vigour,  and  the  spirit  of  jus- 
tice and  of  conciliation,  of  Lord  Wellesley's 
administration  achieve;  withdut  them,  how 
comparatively  little  is  to  be  expected  I  With 
them,  how  much  for  the  benefit  of  Ireland,  for 
the  check  of  tyranny  and  of  malversation, 
would  not  Lord  Wellesley  accomplish  without 
noise,  in  the  same  manner  as,  even  now,  he 
accomplishes,  without  noise,  as  much  as  is 
within  the  narrow  limits  of  the  influence  of 
the  system  over  which  he  presides  !  But  Mr. 
Grant,  amid  all  his  good  sense,  and  especially 
amid  that  good  sense  which  forbore  to  talk  of 
Emancipation  as  the  remedy  for  the  misfortunes 
of  Ireland,  had  only  to  say,  that  those  mis- 
fortunes must  be  left,  for  their  removal,  ''  to 
time,''  and  ''  to  the  beneficial  effect  of  a  more 
general  intercourse  with    England  V  —  *'  To 
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time  r  Nothing  (it  has  been  well  said)  is  done 
by  time,  but  all  things  in  time.  Surely,  it  is 
for  His  Majesty *s  Government  to  make  use 
of  time,  and  to  hasten,  by  means  of  wise 
schemes  of  legislation^  the  progress  toward 
felicity ;  and  yet,  what  is  to  be  hoped  for,  of 
bis  Majesty's  Government,  while  so  many  of  its 
members  are  either  the  dupes  of  artful  men,  or 
else  moon-gazing  in  their  own  right,  for  the 
source  of  Irish  disorders ! 

As  to  what  is  said,  in  the  extract  above,  of 
the  unavailing  efforts  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
priest,  to  stem  this  and  similar  bursts  of  vio* 
lence,  I  am  half  afraid  to  begin  to  speak  upon 
a  theme  which  involves  so  many  weighty  con- 
siderations, and  which  bears  so  pointedly  upon 
truths  that  can  never  too  deeply  engage  the 
attention,  either  of  governors,  legislators,  or 
merely  closet  philosophers,  as  well  as  of  all 
devout,  and  all  humane  persons.  The  misery 
of  the  whole  question  which  I  have  to  discuss, 
in  gross,  and  in  all  its  parts,  is  this ;  that  I  am 
beset,  upon  each  side,  with  the  superficial  views 
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of  opposite  parties ;  with  those  who  think  too 
meanly  of  religion,  and  with  those  who  think  too 
highly!  As  to  the  latter,  who  are  certainly 
the  more  numerous,  the  result  is,  that  a  GoTem- 
ment,  along  with  simply  speculative  persons, 
may  be  led  to  place  a  confidence  in  it  which 
will  inevitably  fail,  and  to  demand  an  influence 
from  it  which  it  cannot  yield,  and  their  disap- 
pointment respecting  both  of  which  betrays  them 
into  the  most  unjust  aspersions,  as  well  of  the 
priest,  as  of  the  altar.  Nothing  is  so  common 
as  to  impute  all  the  moral  disorders  of  society 
to  the  absence  of  religious  inculcation — to  the 
infiu^ice  of  an  erroneous  faith — or  to  fifty  other 
things  comparatively  insignificant;  while  the 
real  evil  consists  in  the  absence  of  the  influence 
which  religious  inculcation,  under  all  circum- 
stances, is  idly  expected  to  exercise.  But  I 
have  already  submitted  to  you  the  extent  to 
which  religion  is  indebted  to  civilisation,  for 
those  results  which  are  commonly  ascribed  to 
religion  alone. 

If  the  state  of  aflSadrs  permitted,  we  should 
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hear  enough,  from  Ireland,  both  from  the  peo- 
ple against  the  priesthood,  and  from  the  priest- 
hood against  the  people ;  but,  in  the  existing 
situation,  it  is  the  obvious  business  of  both  to 
hang  together.  A  Roman  Catholic  friend  tells 
me,  as  an  anecdote  of  the  late  well*known,  and 
honest,  though  not  over-refined  Father  OXeary, 
that  it  was  in  terms  like  these  he  was  wont  to 
reprove  the  unkindlier  subjects  of  his  flock : 
'^  Och !  boderation  to  ye.  Get  away  home,  asid  be 
damned  to  ye  I  Ye  come  here  to  confess,  and 
go  away  to  commit  rapes  and  murders,  and  do 
just  what  ye  plase;  and  then  ye  come  here  again, 
to  confess !  Get  away  wid  ye,  and  be  damned 
to  ye ;  I  will  confess  none  of  you,  ye  set  o' 
^  spalpeens!" 

Religion  is  without  influence^  except  under 
favourable  external  circumstances.  The  ques- 
tion, of  the  comparative  influences  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  and  Protestant  systems  upon  morals; 
has  sometimes  engaged'  my  OMm  attention ;  and 
I  confess  that  I  have  always  leaned,  par- 
ticularly through  considerations  upon  which  I 
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shall  Dot  now  enter,  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
Protestant  has  the  advantage;  yet  I  cannot 
listen  to  the  representation  of  a  Liberal  writer 
in  France  (M,  K6ratry),  who,  while  preaching 
up  the  Greek  rebellion  (for  the  Roman  Catholic 
world  is  as  hostile  to  the  Greek  cause,  as  to  the 
Spanish  Constitution,  and  as,  if  in  power  among 
us,  it  would  be  hostile  to  the  British  Consti- 
tution, that  one  source  of  our  *'  false  liberty 
of  an  undisciplined  life," — all  Mr.  O'Connell's 
vapourings,  about  the  Roman  Catholic  love  of 
"  liberty,''  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding — 
for  Mr.  O'Connell  knows  as  little  about  Roman 
Catholics,  as  about  the  mountains  in  the  moon) ; 
M.  K^ratry,  while  preaching  up  the  Greek 
rebellion,  gives  us,  for  one  more  of  the  ca- 
lumnies upon  the  Romish  Church,  recently 
published  under  the  hypocritical  cloke  of  an 
admiration  of  Protestantism,  the  account  that 
follows :  *'  There  exists,"  says  he,  "  in  a  de- 
partment of  France,  which  shall  not  be  named 
till  required,  a  district  of  police  comprising  a 
mixed  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  popula- 
tion, divided  into  two  equal  halves.  During 
the  lapse  of  the  few  years  that  have  succeeded 
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the  Restoration,  the  police  has  had  under  its 
cognisance  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  charges. 
Now  it  would  be  natural  to  think  that  the  two 
divisions  of  the  population  figure  alike,  in  this 
melancholy  picture  of  human  infirmities ;  but 
that  is  not  the  case.  Do  you  wish  to  know 
what  numbers  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
communion^  and  what  to  the  Protestant  ?  Be 
it  so.  Seven  hundred  and  Jifly-eight  of  these 
cases  of  crime  belong  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
half  of  the  population,  and  four  to  the  Pro- 
testant remainder!  These  are  the  data  that 
appear  upon  the  face  of  the  official  report  from 
the  magistrates  themselves!" — But,  whether, 
either  the  fact  or  the  inference,  insisted  upon 
by  M.  K^ratry,  be  true  or  false,  you  shall 
have  the  writer's  own  words,  in  his  own  lan- 
guage, and  as  they  occur  in  his  pamphlet,  en- 
titled,  ''  Du  Culte,  et  de  son  6tat  actuel  en 
France,*'  in  order  that  I  may  escape  from  all 
suspicion  of  misstatement : — '^  II  existe,  dans 
un  d^partement  de  la  France,  que  nous  ne  d6- 
signerons  qu'autant qu'on  lexige,  un  arrondis- 
sement  de  tribunal  de  premiere  instance,  com- 
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po86  tni-parti  de  justiciables  Protestans  et 
Catholiques.  Dans  le  laps  de  quelques  ann^es, 
depuis  la  Restauration,  ce  tribunal  a  eu  ^  sta- 
tuer  sur  762  procedures  en  police  correction- 
nelle ;  il  serait  naturel  de  penser  que  les  deux 
populations  figurent  en  nombre  6gal  dans  ec 
triste  tableau  des  faiblesses  humaines;  c'est  ce 
qui  n'est  pas.  Voulez-vous  savoir  quel  chiffre 
y  appartient  h  la  communion  Catholique,  quel 
k  la  communion  Protestante,  Eh  bien !  768  k  la 
premiere,  4  ^  la  seconde ;  tel  est  le  resultat  du 
relev^  fait  par  les  magistrats  eux-m6mes !" 

The  classification  of  criminals  by  their 
respective  religions,  in  countries  where  diver* 
sities  of  religion  prevail,  may  often  be  useful, 
for  the  information  of  a  Government,  as  also  for 
that  of  the  philosopher.  A  learned  judge, 
(Sir  Alexander  Johnston),  adopted  the  plan  in 
Ceylon,  during  his  enlightened  and  benevolent 
public  career  in  that  island ;  and  the  result 
was  highly  favourable  to  the  good  name  of 
the  Buddhist,  or  principal  part  of  the  po'* 
pulation.      But  so  many  extraneous  circum* 
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stances  belong  to  a  just  summing  up  of  the 
tables,  that  due,  and  sometimes  great  caution, 
and  great  candour,  are  required  in  the  task ;  and 
I  cannot  but  suspect  that  some  of  the  circum- 
stances that  should  qualify  the  statement  of 
comparative  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
depravity,  in  the  department  alluded  to,  in 
France,  are  either  unknown,  or  else  concealed; 
and,  consequently,  that  the  inference,  intended 
to  be  drawn,  belongs  either  to  Liberal  igno- 
rance, or  to  Liberal  falsehood.  At  the  cri- 
minal bar,  poverty  is  the  great  purveyor ;  and 
it  would  be  deeply  essential,  therefore,  among 
other  things,  perhaps,  to  know,  not  only  the 
number  of  heads,  but  the  comparative  fortunes, 
of  the  respective  Roman  Catholic  and  Prote- 
stant divisions  of  the  community.  With  what 
fairness  could  we  content  ourselves,  in  London, 
with  counting  noses  only,  at  the  police-offices, 
between  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics, 
whether  we  consider,  either  the  comparative 
numbers,  or  the  comparative  general  condi- 
tions of  inhabitants  professing  the  two  religions  ? 
Or,  with  what  fisdmess  in  New  York,  where 
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they  complain  of  being  "  overrun  with  Irishmen 
and  Yankees;"  while  the  majority  and  (almost 
without  exception)  the  wealthy,  are  Prote- 
stants, and  while  the  needy  Irish  Roman  Ca- 
tholics live  by  sweeping  the  streets,  or  by  taking 
false  paths  at  the  Custom  House,  or  at  the 
police-offices ;  or,  in  the  United  States  generally, 
which  are  Protestant,  while  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  population  of  Baltimore  has  procured, 
for  that  capital  of  Maryland,  the  cognomen  of 
''  Mob-town?" 

Religion  is  without  influence,  except  under 
favourable  external  circumstances.  Religion 
is  like  water,  which  sinks  easily  into  sand,  but 
which  runs  unpermeating  over  marble.  To  make 
gold  potable,  you  must  first  find  a  menstruum; 
and,  what  is  true  of  gold,  is  true  also  of  reli- 
gion. The  poison  of  the  upas-tree  is  inert, 
except  in  composition;  and  religion,  in  a 
similar  manner,  is  inoperative  for  good,  when 
left  carelessly  to  itself. 

Religion  is^law,  law  either  of  the  heart  or 
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of  the  conduct;  but  it  is  not  law  which 
gives  force  to  law:  law  derives  its  operation 
from  the  force  which  is  behind  it.  The  priest 
at  the  altar  is  like  the  judge  upoathe  bench; 
his  voice  is  powerless,  as  against  those  with 
whom  its  power  is  of  chiefest  importance — 
that  is,  against  the  wicked — unless  there  is 
physical  force  behind,  to  give  operation  to  his 
precepts;  to  oblige  men  to  conform  to  that 
which  he  can  only  tell  them  is  their  duty. 

It  is  idle,  then,  to  blame  the  priest/  if  he  is 
deserted  by  the  secular  arm;  deserted,  not 
where  he  (ignorant  in  his  own  turn)  asks  for 
it — in  the  repression  of  liberty  of  th^ght — but 
in  the  punishment  of  licentiousness  of  action. 
It  is  idle  to  say,  of  any  age,  or  of  any  country, 
that  its  disorders  belong  to  the  absence  of  re- 
ligious inculcation,  or  to  the  absence  of  a  true 
reli^n; — say,    rather,  that  the  disorders  rob 
religion   of  its  influence.      Can   you  be  at  a 
loss,   then,   to  explain,   the  various  characters 
in  which  religion  appears  upon  the  earth  ?  You 
believe  human  souls  to  be  homogeneous,  to  be 
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the  same  in  all  men;  and  yet  you  see  with  how 
many  diversified  statures,  features,  complexions, 
tempers,  and  capacities, they  are  conjoined!  It  is 
the  same  with  religion^  It  derives  its  figure  from 
its  company.  It  b  ruffian  with  the  ruffian ;  saintly 
with  the  saint.  It  is  not  religion  that  makes 
the  saint,  but  the  saint  that  makes  religion 
saintly.  These  are  truths  of  which  Govern- 
ment8>  as  well  as  private  persons,  cannot  enter- 
tain too  profound  a  feeling. 

But  you  are  amazed ;  you  are  .alarmed ; 
you  think  that  I  am  undervaluing  religion,  and 
that  I  am  laying  myself  open  to  the  thunders  of 
the  whole  religious  world  ?  You  forget,  then, 
that  Christ  himself  has  said  all  this  before  me ; 
that  Christ  has  told  you  the  final  question  i^, 
not  what  seed  is  sown,  but  what  is  the  ground 
upon  which  it  falls!  You  forget  that  the  prin- 
ciple for  which  I  am  contending,  in  whatever 
terms  it  may  be  described,  is  every  where  ac- 
knowledged. There  is  a  something  out  of  reli- 
gion, which  is  needful  for  procuring  influence  for 
religion.    What   the  something  is,  is  another 
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question.  The  theologian  calls  it  dwine  grace. 
"  Paul  planteth/'  says  the  text,  **  and  Apollos 
wateretb ;  hut  God . giveth  the  increase/-  And 
again :  ''  Except  the  Lord  keep  the  city,  the 
watchman  waketh  but  in  vam."  .1  omit  to 
pursue  further  the  inquiry  into  the  extraneous 
helps,  which,  now  and  always,  ate  and  have 
been  resorted  to,  for  procuring  for  religion  that 
inftuence  which  is  no  property  of  its  own.  Re- 
ligion, in  the  meantime,  and  to  repeat  what  I 
have  said,  is  commonly  presented  to  the  worlds 
either  as  a  daw  in  borrowed  plumes,  or,  as  that 
to  which  it  is  not  worth  while  to  give  the  aid 
either  of  strength  or  ornament ! 

But  of  what  real  avail  is  religion  in  society? 
Of  much.  Rebgion^r  as  we  have  seen»  is  law, 
is  authority ;  only,  it  is  hot  power,  it  is  not 
strengths  Authority  is  sufficient  -for  the  hulk 
of  mankind.  It  is  only  the  few  that  come  to 
blows  with  powen*  ReMgiOn  cannot  penetrate 
what  is  impenetrable,  but  It  can  soften  further 
what'  is.alrefeMly  soft;  Ittis  m>t  the  mattock 
whiclL digs  ont  the  Me  fromithe  mme^ibut it  is 
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the  fine  tool  which  fashions  the  golden  ring  and 
bracelet.  Religion  leads  the  gentle  in  a  string 
of  silk,  and,  at  the  same  time,  authorises  force 
against  the  stubborn.  Religion  persuades,  en- 
courages, threatens;  and,  where  none  of  these 
yield  fruit,  it  puts  the  righteous  sword  into 
the  hands  of  the  human  avenger  of  injustice. 

So  much,  then,  for  my  apology  for  the  li- 
mited influence  of  religion,  and  of  the  deserving 
labours  of  a  priesthood,  in  an  untoward  state  of 
society,  and  under  a  deficient  system  of  secular 
sway ;  but,  in  again  bringing  together,  never* 
theless,  the  words  "  religion "  and  "  the 
sword,"  I  am  once  more  afraid  of  your  losing 
sight  of  the  broad  distinction  between  the  Whig 
use  of  the  sword,  as  respecting  domestic  go- 
vernment, and  that  Roman  Catholic  use  of  the 
sword,  in  the  same  relation,  which  is  the 
antithesis  of  the  Whig ;  and,  to  provide  against 
this  difficulty,  I  take  leave  to  add  a  still  further 
remark,  or  more.  The  Church  of  Rome  uses  it 
against  thoughts,  and  against  secret  actions  ;  the 
Whig  uses  it  only  against  ac^iaii^,and  only  against 
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actions  that  are  both  unjust,  and  overt,  or  open.  He 
uses  no  *'  sword  "  against  speculative  religion, 
but  religion  authorises  and  commands  his  use 
of  the  sword  against  all  unjust  actions,  whether 
affecting  either  private  rights  or  public  ;  whe- 
ther against  the  life,  limb,  liberty  or  property 
of  individuals,  or  against  the  laws  or  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  State ;  and,  where  those  laws, 
or  those  institutions,  concern  religion,  as  where 
they  concern  any  otker  object,  he  calls  all  acts 
that  ^xeopen  breaches  and  contempt  of  them,  acts 
of  injustice,  for  the  repression  of  which  he  holds 
himself  authorised  and  necessitated  to  use  the 
"  sword."  It  is  thus,  and  thus  only,  that  the 
Whig  connects  the  use  of  the  *'  sword  "  with  the 
preservation  of  the  religion  of  the  State ;  or, 
to  drop  all  figure,  that  he  employs  force  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Established  religion. 

But  as,  under  this  important  aspect,  the 
Whig  principle  differs  thus  essentially  from  the 
Roman  Catholic,  so,  also,  as  I  have  before 
endeavoured  to  press  upon  your  most  earnest 
atteation,  the  Whig  principle  is  equally  to  be 
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distinguished  from  the  Roundhead,  or  Puritan 
principle,  or  Dissenting  principle,  or  principle 
of  which  it  suits  the  purposes  of  Dissenters  to 
make  assertion  (and  may  therefore  naturally 
convince  their  minds)  at  the  present  day.  [ 
told  you,  very  long  since,  that  the  doctrine, 
that  force  is  not  to  be  used  for  the  maintenance 
of  rj5}igion,  as  it  is  xifA. Roman  Catholic,  so^  also, 
it  i$  not  Whig,  but  is  Roufid/iead  only ;  and  I 
also  endeavoured  to  obtain  your  assent  to  the 
proposition,  that  it  is.  Whiggism  which  sur- 
passes Roundheadism,  and  that  it  is  to  the  former 
that  we  should  cling.  Now,  it  happens,  that 
the  posthutnouB  •  work,  just  published,  of  the 
Roundhead  Milton,  comes  in  immediate  aid  of 
my  story — fixing,  too,  the  date  of  the  triumph 
of  Whiggism  just  as  I  have  placed  it ;  that  ie, 
separating  the  glorious  Whigs  of  King  William, 
from  the  Fanatics  and  Commonweal th's-men  of 
Cromwell  and  King  Charles  ;  and  from  Fanatics, 
Roundheads,  and  Commonwealth^s^men,  and 
(to  join,  as,  with  respect  to  political  principles, 
they  are  always  tp  be  joined,  the  anti-»religiou8 
with  the  religious)  from. the  Liberals;  Carbo- 
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nari,  and  Indifferents,  of  all  future  days  in  Eng- 
lish history.  In  Milton's  pre&ce  to  his  Chris* 
tian  Doctrine,  you  will  find  him  talking  of 
**  the  maintenance  of  religion  hy  farce/'  precisely 
in  the  erroneous  and  anti-whiggish  modern 
manner;  precisely  as  if  religion  were  merely 
the  ^udy  of  religioM,  and  not  a  pubUc  institution  ; 
— ^not,  in  each  State,  an  institution  of  that  State, 
and  an  institution,  concerning  the  ari^efice,  the 
character,  and  the  fate  of  which,  the  laws  of  the 
State  can  never  cease  to  be  anxious ! 

And'  it  is  in  contempt,  too,  of  these  grave 
considerations,  that  our  Dissenters/  our  Dis- 
senters from  our  Constitution  (for  this  is  the 
great  truth,  of  which,  in  our  Constitutional  ig- 
norance, and  our  Liberdl  malice  toward  the 
Church,  and  to w«ird  religion,  we  continually 
lose  sight),  our  Roundheads,  our  Puritatis  (as 
true  as  Roman  Catholics  to  all  their  ancient 
principles,  and  after  all  our  experience  of 
theta);  Ate  permftt^d  to  sit  in  Parliaiiieht ! 
These  men,  the  sworn  foes  of  our  la.we,  are  to 
be  eIltrusted'^vith  our  la^s— ^th'the  rftle  of 
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our  Constitution !  And  are  the  results  of  these 
things,  too,  to  be  left  to  *'  time/'  and  to  the 
chance  and  course  of  events  ?  And  by  whom  ? 
By  the  ignorant  mass  of.  the  men  in  whose 
hands  we  are ;  by  the  ideots,  the  dunces,  or 
the  traitors,  who  either  seek  the  overthrow  of 
our  Constitution,  or  who  do  iiot  know  what  the 
Constitution  is,  or  who  have  not  the  common 
sense  to  know  how  to  defend  it !  Is  it  believed 
that  the  Constitution  has  been  the  gift  of 
"  time ;"  that  it  arose  as  from  that  fortuitous 
concourse  of  atoms  so  ignorantly  described  as 
the  tenet  of  an  ancient  philosophy ;  or,  rather, 
that  it  has  been  the  gradual  work  of  some  of 
those  master  spirits, 

"  The  kings,  and  awful  fadiers  of  mankind/' 

to  whom  alone  all  nations,  and  the  whole  hu- 
man race,  has  been  indebted  for  every  great 
acquisition  and  achievement;  while  we  our- 
selves are  too  ignorant,  too  feeble,  and  too 
cowardly,  to  know  how,  or  to  bestir  ourselves 
for  the  purpose^  even  to  keep  up,  and  in  repair^ 
the  febric  which  others  raised,  and  then  be- 
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queathed  to  us?  I  write  at  a  time,  when,  as 
it  appears  to  me,  some  of  our  political  disasters 
are  without  remedy ;  but  what  follows  remains 
practicable,  and  ought  to  be  accomplished 
without  delay.  It  should  be  enacted  that  no 
man,  not  being  a  member  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland^  and  not  being,  eithejr  a  representative 
peer  of  Scotland,  or  chosen  ^to  represent  some 
county,  city,  or  burgh  in  Scotland,  shall 
henceforth  be  capable  of  .tak;ing  his  seat  in 
either  House  of  Parliament,  unless  he  shall  have 
previously  received  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's 
Supper,  according  to  the  rites  and  ceremonies 
of  the  Church  of  England.  This  is  a  measure 
which  would  have  more  operations  than  one ; 
and  which,  among  other  things,  would  go  far 
toward  arresting  some  of  the  mischiefs  that  are 
crowding  upon  us  ^om  our  two-fold  Unions. 
That  it  is  a  just  measure,  and  a  necessary  one, 
must  be  as  plain  as  that  two  and  two  make  four. 
But,  if  proposed,  would  it  be  adopted?  Cer- 
tainly not.  We  are  already  too  far  gone  upon 
the  downhill  of  our  political  existence.  We 
have  already  too  many  enemies  within  our  walls. 
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able  to  forbid  our  doing  any  thing  which  might 
weaken  our  enemies !  We  are  already  too  igno- 
rant of  what  would  serve  xxs,  and  too  supine  to 
serve  ourselves,  if  we  knew  how !  The  untaught 
men,  and  the  natural  fools,  that  flutter  in  Par- 
liament, are  too  liberal  to  imagine  that  religion 
has  any  thing  to  do  with  politics ;  and  the 
thousands,  who  have  a^^  direct  interest  in  the 
perpetuation  and  diffusion  of  the  absurdity, 
pat  the  fools  upon  their  backs,  and  protest 
that,  to  a  man,  they  are  Solons — second  Da- 
niels! • 

The  ignorance,  which  shines  so  brilliantly  in 
Parliament,  glitters  also,  as  must  be  expected, 
in  every  subordinate  situation ;  for,  as  to  the 
amount  of  knowledge  or  of  understanding,  I 
can  find  no  diflTererice  any  where.  The  other 
day,  a  worthy  Common-council  man  of  Lon- 
don (Mr.  Legge)  took  the  ground  of  "  liberal 
principles,"  in  a  magnificent  speech  concerning 
Jew  brokers,  who,  for  some  good  and'  sufficient 
reason,  as  it  appears,  and  not  att  'all  reiligious, 
are  obliged  to  pay  higher  fees  than  Christian 
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brokers^  upon  admission :  ''  They  would  ad- 
mit/' he  said,  ^'  the  moH  outrageous  Atheist, 
or  a  man  who  was  utterly  devoid  of  principle  of 
any  kind,  for  <£3.  \Qs. ;  while  the  man,  who, 
conscientiously,  though  perhaps  erroneously, 
maintained  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  right 
religion,  was  to  be  charged  <£9 /'.and,'  then, 
the  honest  gentleman  talked  about  ''  Christian 
feelings  of  charity  and  indulgence,  &c/' 

The  explanation  at  which  I  have  hinted  was 
giv^iL,  and  thus  4thB  question  of  Christian  cha- 
rity was  put  out  ef  view;  but^  inMr.  Legge's 
argument,  we  have  the  whole  of  that  igno- 
rance, or  rejection,  of  Whig  principles  of  Legis- 
lation, upon  which  1  am  always  insisting.  Take 
the  case,  that  the  candidate  for  a  London 
brokership  is  a  professed  Atheist:  in  that  event, 
)xe  must  be  legally  inadmissible  to  his  oath, 
and  consequently  ineligible  to  the  office.  Take 
it,  that  he  is  *^  devoid  of  principle  of  any 
kind  /'  then,  the  man  must  want  the  principle 
of  honesty  in  his  dealings,  and  must  either  be 
already  of  notoriously  bad  character,  and,  as 
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such,  it  may  be  well  presumed,  is  equally  in- 
eligible ;  or»  if  otherwise,  and  if  his  dishonesty,, 
or  want  of  principle  in  the  dealings  of  his  vo- 
cation, shall  at  any  iuture  time  become  no- 
torious, here,  too,  it  must  be  fatal,  even  to  his 
existence  as  an  admitted  broker.  But,  for  the 
rest,  when,  as  I  haye  before  argued,  will  the 
people  of  England  learn,  that  an  English  Whig 
is  far  too  charitable,  far  too  liberal,  to  presume 
that  any  man  is  an  Atheist — to  tax  any  man 
with  Atheism  who  has  not  himself  made  ma- 
nifest his  Atheism, — to  presume  that  any  man  is 
*'  utterly  devoid  of  principle  of  any  kind," — or 
to  throw  civil  disabilities  in  the  way  of  any 
man,  except  upon  the  evidence  of  known  and 
established  facts  ?  Further,  what  degree  of  at- 
tachment any  Englishman  entertains  for  the 
Established  faith — what  is  his  relative  amount 
and  strictness  of  orthodoxy,  the  English  Whig 
has  established  no  Inquisition  to  bring  to  light. 
B.e  presumes  that  every  Englishman  is  faithful 
and  pious;  he  presumes  that  he  is  attached 
and  faithful  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State, 
and  therefore  to  the  Church.     But,  if  a  man 
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makes  public  profession  of  ^hostility  to  the  Con^ 
ititution^  bow  can  he  entertain  the  presumption 
any  longer,  and  how  can  he  be  thought  un- 
reasonable,  if  he  instructs  the  Constitution, 
publicly  to  disclaim  that  undutiful  son  of  the 
eonntry,  who  publicly  disclaims  the  Con- 
stitution ? 

But,  for  ever,  the  perplexity  consists,  in  not 
comprehending  that  ourReligionisour  Constitu- 
tion, and  our  Church  the  first  stratum  of  our  Go- 
vernment. Shall  I,  then,  renew  the  attempt  at 
explanation? — An  Englishman,  who,  by  more 
than  ordinary  luck,  walks  with  his  eyes  open, 
has  discovered,  that,  in  Spain,  **  the  Church  is 
the  real  sovereign  power." — ^Why,  to  be  sure  it 
is ;  and  it  is  equally  tljie  sovereign  power  every 
where  else.  It  is  the  sovereign  power  in  England. 
But  what  did  the  Reformation  do  for  it  ? 

You  think  of  nothing  but  transubstantiation, 
and  the  worship  of  images,  and  theological 
niceties  of  that  kind !  The  great  political  vic- 
tory wholly  escapes  your  observation !    You 
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do  not  see,  that  the  Church  is  still  the  sovereign 
power  in  England,  but  that  the  Reformatio^ 
placed  the  King  at  the  head  of  the  Church; 
that  the  King,  in  a  red  coat,  or  in  a  blue  one, 
and  though  he  wears  a  crown  without  a  mitre, 
while  the  Pope  wears  croons  and  mitre  toge- 
ther, is  the  Pontifex  Maximus  in  England  ;-^- 
that  we  have  still  a  Church  which  is  **the 
sovereign  power,"  but  a  power,  or  human  insti- 
tution and  authority  (for  you  must  make;  the 
jUBt  distinction  bet^A^een  religion  and  the  Churchy 
between  religion,  and  a  religion,  or  an  humanly 
received  s^^em  of  religion),  which,  instead  of 
making  the  King,  and,  through  the  King,  the 
State  and  the  people,  the  servant  and  servants 
of  the  Church,  is  itself  the  servant  of  the  King, 
State,  and  people!  The  Church  is  our  first,  or 
elementary  institution,  as  our  teligion  is  our 
first,  or  elementary  code  of  law ;  and  the  King  is 
the  Church's  first  administrator.  Is  this  new, 
is  this  inconsistent  with  established  ideas  of  the 
anatdmy  6f  our  political  system?  Assuredly  il 
is  new;  it  is  as  new  as  the  Reformation ;  and 
therefore  strange  to  popular  id6as,  aiid  not' to 
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be  found  among  our  ''household  words/'  all  of 
which,  belong  to  more  ancient  dates !  It  is  as 
new  as  the  Reformation^  that  *'  greatest  Revo- 
lution (to  use  the  appropriate  words  of  Mr. 
Brougham)  that  ever  blessed  mankind;"  that 
Revolution  which  overthrew  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic^ and  priest-administered  Constitution,  that 
we  possessed  before ;  as  that  Roman  Catholic 
Constitution  had  previously  put  itself  into  the 
place  of  the  Druidic,  and  equally  priest-admi- 
nistered Constitution,  which  preceded  itself. 
For,  believe  me,  we  never  yet  had  that  ^  non- 
descript Constitution — ^that  Constitution  which 
never  yet  had  place  nor  hearing — which  Messrs, 
Brougham  and  Canning  are  now  agreed  to 
**  restorer 

The  sole,  and  yet  (in  practice)  prodigious 
distinction,  between  the  Pagan  and  Roman 
Catholic,  the  Protestant  and  Whig,  systems — 
between  the  state  of  the  Church  in  modem 
Spain,  and  in  modern  England,— is,  that  in  the 
former  class  of  cases,  the  Churchmen  are  the 
sovereigns;  while,  in  the  latter,  l\ie  sovereign 
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power  of  the  Church  is  wielded  by  the  Kingy 
the  King,  upon  his  part,  being  governed 
by  the  people !  And  why  do  I  submit  to  con- 
trast modern  Spain,  with  modem  England?  In 
both  alike,  the  law  gives  the  sovereign  power 
of  the  Church  to  the  King;  the  only  real  differ- 
ence is,  that  wherever  Roman  Catholicism  has 
the  power  to  do  so,  it  rises,  in  point  of  fact  (and 
through  the  natural  tendency  of  its  inherent 
and  fundamental  qualities),  impatient  of  the 
profane,  and  nominal,  or  attempted  subjuga- 
tion ;  and,  so  rising,  either  succeeds  in  throwing 
it  off,  or  shakes,  and  rends,  all  around  it,  in  the 
fierce  and  unceasing  struggle !  What  a  lesson, 
then ;  what  a  lesson !  You  may  destroy  Roman 
Catholicism  (I  venture  to  say  that  it  may  be 
destroyed),  but  you  cannot  change  its  nature. 
It  cannot  change  its  own  nature.  It  was  made 
for  power,  and  it  seeks  it.  Is  it,  then,  to  blame? 
''Can  the  leopard  change  his  spots?"  Warm 
Roman  Catholicism  at  your  hearth,  and  it  will 
sting  you  ! 

And,  if  you  wish  for  more  explanation,  as  to 
what  I  mean  by  saying,  that  our  religion  is  our 
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first  or  elementary  code  of  law,  take  aix  exam- 
ple, to  be  derived  from  our  ancient  Druidic 
system.  The  Druidic  Church  was  the  "  sove- 
reign power,"  It  governed  prince  and  people^ 
and  it  dictated  the  la^^  of  the  land — ^that  Uw, 
of  which  so  much  remains  to  this  day  in  our 
books^  and  in  our  courts,  and  still  more,  in  the 
notions  of  our  people.  The  Druidic  Church 
(that  is,  the  Pagan  Church),  throughout  Europe, 
was  the  exact  type,  and  true  original,  of  the 
Church  of  Rome,  which  latter  stepped  into  its 
shoes,  and  changed  only  the  name  of  its  deity, 
and  a  part  (but  by  no  means  all)  of  its  tenets  aiid 
its  practices.  That  Church,  I  say,  was  the  *'sove- 
reign  power,"  and  made  as  light,  in  its  own  day, 
of  kings  and  other  temporal  functionaries,  as  the 
Church  of  Rome  does  now:  "Though,"  says  an 
historical  writer,  whom  I  quote,  "  the  Druids 
did  at  times  delegate  a  part  of  this  authority  on 
others,  who  had  sometimes  the  name  of  magis- 
trates, and  sometimes  the  title  of  kings;  yet 
this  seems  to  have  been  dohe,  only  to  avoid 
too  much  fatigue  in  some  cases,  and  too  much 
odium  in  others,    The  Druids  firmly  held  the 
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real,  whoever  was  invested  with  the  nominal 
authority."  Well !  these  Druids  taught,  as  the 
three  grand  articles  of  human  duty,  that  men 
must  worship  God,  eschew  evil,  and  fight 
valiantly.  Here,  then,  was  a  primary  code  of 
law ;  a  religious  code,  to  which  all  other  and 
more  particular  law  had,  for  its  single  object,  to 
give  operation.  '  In  a  similar  manner,  at  this 
day,  the  dictates  of  our  present  religion  are  the 
bases  of  our  law;  no  law  must  contravene 
them ;  all  law  must  tend  only  to  apply  them  in 
each  particular  circumstance.  Our  courts  hold, 
that  our  religion  is  part  and  parcel  of  the  law  of 
the  land.  It  is  much  more.  It  is  the  sanction 
of  the  law  of  the  land.  It  is  the  elementary 
law,  into  which  every  other  law  must  at  all 
times  be  resolveable.  It  comprehends,  in  brief, 
all  that  the  rest  can  be  allowed  to  contain  in 
detail. 

But  see,  then,  the  whole  story.  If  our  religion 
is  our  first  law,  therefore  our  Church  is  our  first 
ia'^titution  for  the  administration  of  that  law,  and 
all  that  remains  is,  that  the  first  ''real,"  and  not 
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''nominal/'  effective  officer  of  that  Church,  must 
either  be  priest  or  layman.  Under  the  Druidic 
system,  and  under  the  Roman  Catholic,  it6 
successor,  that  officer  was  a  priest;  the  Druids 
had  their  Arch-Druid,  and  the  popes,  or  priests, 
of  the  Romish  Church,  have  their  Arch-pope, 
or  Pope  of  Rome.  Under  the  Reformation,  the 
first  officer,  in  each  particular  kingdom  or 
State,  of  the  Church,  that  is,  of  the  Government 
— *'  of  the  sovereign  power" — is  the  King,  or  lay 
prince,  or  temporal  ruler.  The  Whig,  in  the 
mean  time,  who,  after  sanctioning  and  install- 
ing the  religion  of  the  State,  and  making  it  the 
source  of  all  other  sanctions,  next  makes  the 
King  the  head,  or  chief  officer,  of  religion,  and 
of  the  Church,  calls  the  achievement  his  delight 
and  pride ;  while,  to  the  Roman  Catholic,  the 
Dissenter,  the  Roundhead,  the  Puritan,  the  Fa- 
natic, the  Liberal, — it  is  the  occasion  of  un- 
mixed horror.  And  yet  all  these  persons  (of 
such  diverse  principles  and  sentiments, — feel- 
ings and  modes  of  thinking, — and  each  consci- 
entious, no  doubt,  in  his  way)  ought  to  possess, 
as  we  are  told,  equal  power^  in  the  business  of 
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upholding  or  destroying  this  Protestant  and 
Whig  Constitution  of  Government ;  and  this  is 
the  way — 

**  The  blessing  we  haye  gained  to  g;uard  V 

Let  Os  be  neither  imposed  upon,  however, 
nor  misled.  Let  us  find  sense,  and  let  us  find 
courage,  to  tell  our  adyersaries,  that  this  equal 
power — these  equal  rights — this  pretence  to 
fellow-citizenship— f>  no  where  to  be  found  in 
the  Constitution  as  it  is,  nor  ought  to  have  a  place 
iur  any  Constitution  that  is  to  be  ;  that  it  consists 
neither  with  the  history  of  the  past,  nor  with  the 
philosophy  of  the  present,  nor  of  the  future ! 
I  say,  "  pretence  to  fellow-citizenship ;  " — be* 
cause  I  hold  that  nothing  is  more  unquestion* 
able,  than  that  those,  who  are  fellow-citizens, 
should  enjoyfellaWi  or  equal  rights ;  and  that  the 
sole  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  or  not, 
either  the  Roman  Catholic  or  Dissenting  sub- 
jects of  the  realm,  are,  or  ought  to  be,  the  fellow- 
citizens  of  the  Church  subjects,  who  alone — 
as  I  contend,  and  because  they  alone  accept 
the  Constitution,  such  as  it  is,  and  not  such  as 
they  may  please  to  modify  it  to  their  particular 
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palates — are  known  to  the  Constitution  as  the 
citizens,  the  people,  and  the  public  of  the  State. 
— It  is  here  that  I  would  have  those  meet  me 
who  differ  from  me.  All  the  rest  is  skirmish- 
ing, or  bleating  about  the  bush ;  and,  after  this, 
there  remaiqs^  perhaps,  but  three  other  ques- 
tions, as  follow  i-r- 

1st.  Ar^  the  Roman  Catholics  and  Pissenters 
such  persons  as,  from  their  principles,  their 
sentiments,  and  their  conduct,  may  be  safely 
admitted  to  power,  even  though  the  abstract 
principle,  nqt  lesa  than  all,  ancient  and  modern 
usage,  should  be  found  agaii^t  them  ? 

2nd.  Is  Emancipation  (which,  if  granted  at 
all,  and  granted  n^on prir^ciple,  should  be  equally 
granted  to  Roman  Catholics,  and  Protestant 
Dfs^enters,  and  Unitarians),  though  avowedly 
designed  to  convey  equal  rights  of  citizenship,  not 
designed  to  convey,  nor  even  capable  of 
convey  iag,  political  power?  Or, 

3rd.  Is  Emancipation  to  be  granted  to  Ro- 
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man  Catholics  only,  because  not  granted  upon 
principle,  but  solely  upon  expedience^  And, 

4th.  If  Emancipation  is  to  be  granted  in 
acknowledged  contempt  of  principle,  and  solely 
as  matter  of  expedience,  what  are  those  grounds 
of  expedience,  which  afford  the  real  motives  of 
the  grant  ?  Do  they  consist  in  grounds  of  fear, 
or  in  servility  to  wealth  and  rank,  or  in  the  ac- 
cident of  our  connection  with  Ireland,  or  in 
what  else  ? 

But,  to  escape  at  once,  from  all  these  ulterior 
questions,  my  opponents  must  defend  the 
principle  ;  that  is,  they  must  satisfy  themselves 
and  others,  that,  as  well  the  Protestant  Dissent- 
ing, Unitarian,  and  Southcottian,  as  the  Roman 
Catholic  subjects  of  the  realm,  either  now  are, 
or  immediately,  or  at  some  future  time,  ought 
to  become,  part  and  parcel  of  the  citizens,  the 
people,  or  public  of  the  State. 
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LETTER  XXXIV. 

And  is  this  Constitution  that  is,  (and  the  justice 
of  my  description  of  which  I  believe  your  in- 
quiries will  confirm)  too  ghostly,  too  ecclesias- 
tical, too  priestly,  too  religious,  for  our  taste  ? 
What  shall  we  do,  then?  Shall  we  take  that 
which,  virtually,  and  in  the  particular  respect 
of  the  Roman  Catholics,  is,  though  Mr.  Can* 
ning  does  not  know  it,  Mr.  Canning's  advice, , 
and  that  to  which  we  are  advised  in  more  general 
terms  by  the  whole  host  of  Dissenters,  Round- 
heads, Fanatics,  and  Liberals — shall  we  change 
our  Constitution  ? 

Mr.  Canning  is  bent  upon  revolution ;  upon  a 
more  fearful,  and,  as  I'have  insisted,  a  more  fun- 
damental change  in  the  Constitution,  than  any 
other  that  can  be  named/  Mr.  Canning,  indeed, 
offends  against  no  law ;  and  that,  perhaps,  is 
both  our  misfortune  and  his.  He  offends, 
nevertheless,  against  the  spirit  of  our  first  of 
glories,  and  first  of  blessings^  because  first  of 
public  bulwarks,  the  spirit  and  intention  of 
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our  common-law,  and  against  that,  therefore, 
which  ought  to  be  the  letter  of  our  statute !    If 
our  common-law  supposes  a  kingly  govern- 
ment,   it  supposes  also   a   government   con- 
formable with  itself;  that  is,  with  the  religion, 
or  divine  law,  of  the  State.    Now,  the  religion 
of  the  State,  ever  since  the  day  of  that  short- 
lived  triumph  of  HelL,  in  England,  as  Roman 
Catholics   understand  and  pronounce  it, — the 
Refon^ation;  ever  since  that  event,  the  re- 
ligion of  the  State  has  been  Protestant,  or  Re- 
formed Christianity;    or,    in  Roman  Catholic 
language,  no  Christianity  at  all ;  Heathenism, 
Atheism,  no  religion  whatever,  unless  the  reli- 
gion of  Satan.     But,  if  the  doctrine,  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  a  king  in  England,  is  a  recog- 
nised sedition ;  so,  also,  the  doctrine,  that  the 
Estab^shed  religion,  the  primary  law  of  the 
StatCji  ought  not  to  be  the  Established  religion, 
or  primary  law  of  the  State,  ought  to  be  a  recog- 
nised sedition  also ;  and,  again,  if  to  do  an  overt- 
act  against  the  monarchy  is  a  treason,  to  do  an 
overt-act  against  that  part  of  the  Constitution 
which,  is  more  fundamental  than  the  monarchy 
tself^  oughts  by  priority  of .  reasoning,  to  be 
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accounted  a  treason  also.     Now,  to  teach,  that 
power  in  the  State  ought  to  be  given  to  such 
as  make  known  and  boasted  profession  of  hosti- 
lity to  the  State,  that  is,  to  the  institutions  of 
the  State,  of  which  institutions  the  Established 
religion  is  the  first  and  paramount ;  what  is  it 
but  to  be  guilty  of  that,  which,  in  the  spirit,  and 
in  the  plain  intention  of  our  common-law,  is  a 
sedition  ;  and,  to  do  an  overt  act,  for  procuring 
the  giving  of  such  power  to  such  persons,  what 
is  it,  in  the  spirit  and  plain  intention  of  our 
common-law,  but  to  do  an  act  of  treason  ?    To 
take  the  pre-eminence  of  authority,  that  is,  the 
exclusive  possession  of  power,  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Church,  and  divide  it  with — it  is  not  ne- 
cessary even  to  say  the  enemies  of  the  Church — 
but  with  those  who  are  no  part  of  the  Church ; 
what  is  its  parallel,  if  not  to  take  the  command 
of  the  KLing's  forces  out  of  the  exclusive  hands 
of  the  Song,  and  to  divide  it  with  some  one  or 
more  who  are  not  the  King?      Our  present 
position,   with  respect  to  the  claims — I  never 
say,  of  OUT  Roman  Catholic  fellow  subjects, — 
but  that  are  at  least  made /or  them — resembles 
what  would  be  our  position  with  respect  to 
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murder,  if,  instead  of  being  able  to  punish  it, 
we  were  only  allowed  to  ar^t/e against  it! 

We  talk  of  Church  and  King;  the  Church 
first,  and  the  King  second ;  these  words  have 
been  put  into  our  mouths  by  our  fathers,  and 
they  have  not  been  so  put  at  random.  The  exist- 
ence of  the  authority  of  the  Church  is  a  pre- 
vious question  to  that  of  the  existence  of  the 
authority  of  the  King,  or  of  any  temporal  ruler; 
that  is,  the  authority  of  religion,  or  of  the  law 
of  the  conduct  of  human  life,  both  as  between 
citizens  and  between  neighbours,  is  a  more 
fundamental  inquiry,  than  the  authority  of  the  * 
prince,  or  of  any  other  magistrate,  by  whom  that 
law  is  to  be  enforced.  Certainly,  this  is  not 
doctrine  for  such  as  suppose  that  the  authority 
of  a  throne  precedes  the  establishment  of  a 
Constitution,  or  of  an  agreement  to  submit  to 
the  authority  of  a  throne ;  but  it  is  doctrine, 
as  I  humbly  presume  to  suggest,  to  be  hugged 
to  the  bosom  of  every  English  Whig !  If,  upon 
the.  other  hand,  the  Constitution  is  nothijag,  or 
if  the  Church  is  not  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution ;  if  both  prince  and  people  are 
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prince  and  people  by  mere  force  of  power  or 
physical  strength — if  their  right  or  authority 
is  divine  or  natural — ^if  it  comes  only  from  God 
or  from  nature — if  they  are  prince  and  people 
from  the  mere  fact  of  birth  upon  the  soil,  and  not 
in  single  and  sole  virtue  of  the  law — then,  I  am 
perfectly  in  the  wrong,  and  then  my  Letters 
are  a  tissue  of  false  teaching,  from  the  first  line 
to  the  last! 

The  whole  difficulty  is,  that,  amid  the  igno- 
rance and  vulgar  thinking  of  the  times — and, 
what  is  of  far  more  importance,  as  well  as  pecu- 
liarity, for  ignorance  and  vulgar  thinking  have 
their  existence  in  all  times ; — amid  what  is  of 
far  more  imptirtance,  and  also  far  more  pecu- 
liar— the  authofity  which  ignorance  and  vulgar 
thinking  are  able  to  exercise  in  times  like  our 
own,  and  the  airs  which,  in  consequence,  they 
give  themselves ; — it  is  amid  this  authority^  and 
these  airs^  of  ignorance  and  of  vulgar  thinking, 
that,  as  I  have  before  represented,  the  whole 
difficulty  consists  in  the  absence  of  all  eight 
understanding,  in  respect  of  the  place  and  cha- 
racter of  the  Church  in  the  State.    But  the 
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sources  of  the  error  demand  a  fuller  develop- 
ment than  I  can  now  give  them  ;dJid,  in  the  mean 
time,  suspend,  I  beseech  you,  your  opinion, 
concerning  what  the  vulgar  sometimes  denomi- 
nate bigotry.  I  allude  to  the  ♦'  bigotry,"  as  the 
vulgar  call  it,  of  adhering  and  of  submitting  tp 
established  institutions ! 

Camden  relates,  that  when  RoUo,  the  Norman, 
was  to  be  invested,  by  Charles  the  Simple, 
with  the  dukedom  of  Neustria,  afterward 
called  Normandy,  it  was  required  of  him 
to  do  homage,  by  kissing,  according  to  esta- 
blished  usage,  the  foot  of  the  King,  his  liege- 
lord  ;  but  that  the  uncourteous  pirate  refused, 
saying,  in  the  jargon  which  he  must  hence  be 
thought  to  have  spoken,  "  Ne  se,  (not  so)  by 
God!  *'  Now,  the  name  of  *'  Bigod"  is  a  family 
name  in  Normandy ;  but  Camden  tells  us,  that, 
from  this  incident,  the  French  came  to  deno- 
minate all  the  Normans,  *'  Bigods,''  and  that, 
hence,  also,  is  derived  the  word  bigotry  (ff  bi- 
goterie-") 

The  French,  it  is  familiarly  known,  have 
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given  to  the  English,  from  a  sort  of  similar 
cause,  the  nick-name  of  ''  God-dams/'  and 
the  fact,  of  their  constant  habit  of  employing 
**  soubriquets/'  serves  to  corroborate  the  tale ; 
but,  if  the  origin  of  the  term  '*  bigotry"  is  here 
truly  exposed  (and  no  other  is  offered  in  its 
place)>  then,  *'  bigotry,"  properly  and  primarily, 
signifies;  not  an  attachment  or  obedience  to 
religious  things  established  (which,  considering 
the  antiquity  of  the  word,  would  make  it  syno- 
nymous with  the  term  ''  Catholicism");  but 
rather,  a  petty  and  narrow  stickling  at  established 
religious  usages;  a  presumptuous  substitution  of 
individual  and  private  opinion,  for  public  and  estab- 
lished dogmas;  and,  secondly  (and  in  that  way 
only,  applicable,  by  recrimination,  to  the  ad- 
herents of  established  usages  and  dogmas),  a 
petty  and  narrow  persuasion,  that  the  usages 
and  dogmas  contended  for,  are  the  only  allow- 
able dogmas  or  usages.  By  this  interpreta- 
tion, then,  it  must  appear,  that  it  is  the  private 
and  particular,  and  petty^  and  fierce,  opponent 
of  the  things  established  in  the  State,  who 
is  the  real  '^  bigot;"  as,  when  the  Quaker  at- 
taches a  religious  importance  to  the  keeping 
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on  of  his  hat»  in  resistance  of  the  established 
usages^  religious  and  civil,  of  the  country  in 
which  he  is  bom;  or,  when  Quaker  women,  in 
old  time,  went,  naked, with  their  spinning-wheels 
in  their  hands,  and,  naked,  sat  down  to  spin 
in  the  aisles  of  the  Puritan  meeting-houses  in 
New  England ;  or,  when  Protestants,  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  refuse  to  kneel  to  the  Host; 
or,  when,  as  in  the  case  of  Lord  Amherst,  an 
European  ambassador  refuses  the  Co-too  to  the 
Emperor  of  China ;  or,  when  a  Puritan  English 
military  officer  refuses  to  fire  a  salute,  re- 
quired by  his  orders,  upon  a  Maltese  Roman 
Catholic  saint-day;  or,  when  Dissenters,  in 
London,  vilify  His  Majesty's  Military  Govern- 
ment for  the  cashiering  of  such  an  officer ;  or, 
when  Unitarians  refuse  a  nuptial  benediction, 
because  given  ''  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and 
of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost ;"  and  insult 
the  Church  and  its  Ministers  upon  the  score  of 
that  benediction ;  first,  setting  up  their  private 
and  particular  uiiderstanding  of  the  words, 
against  the  established  understanding;  next, 
presuming,  upon  their  own  private  authority, 
to  quarrel  with  the  understanding  established 


Digitized  by 


Google 


815 

by-  the  State;  and  thirdly,  stickling  against 
the  performance  of  an  established  usage,  and 
saying,  in  spirit,  at  least,  like  Duke  RoUo,  ''  Ne 
se,  by  God  r — The  probable  justice  of  the  hint, 
thus  derivable  from  Camden,  is  strengthened, 
too,  by  the  recollection,  that  the  Norwegian 
sea-rovers,  and  even  their  politer  descendants, 
were  never  among  the  more  docile  children  of 
die  Church  of  Rome;  and  that  it  might  come, 
therefore,  to  be  said,  that  the  Normans  were 
all  "By- Gods,"  or  "bigots;"  that  is,  all  wilful^ 
all  disputatious,  or  refractory :  the  terrn^  in  this 
sense,  might  easily  spread  in  England;  and, 
thus,  "  bigotry"  may  be  pretty  safely  re- 
ceived as  first  employed  by  the  orthodox 
and  obedient,  against  the  refractory  and  in*- 
novating,  and  only  subsequently,  and  in 
bravado,  retorted  upon  the  obedient  and  or* 
thodox ;  upon  the  resisters  of  innovation,  and 
sticklers  for  things  established. — Let  me 
subjoin  what  I  propose  as  an  illustration  6f 
the  two-fold  tise  of  the  term,  and  of  its  abuse. 
It  is  -"  bigotry"  to  4)bject  to  the  use  of  a  sur- 
plice, that  use  being  established.  It  is  "  bi- 
gotry" to  suppose  that  the  surplice  is  of  any 
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religious  or  spiritual  and  not  simply  legal,  and 
formal,  and  temporal  importance.  It  is  an  abme 
of  the  term  "  bigotry,"  to  apply  it  to  the  senti- 
ments of  such  as  approve  of  the  continuance  of 
the  established  use  of  a  surplice,  simply  because 
the  use  is  established,  and  because  it  has  its  ad- 
vantages. But,  if  the  term  *'  bigotry,"  at  this 
day  is  thus  commonly  misapplied ;  if  the  tables 
are  thus  turned  upon  the  friends  of  social  order, 
and  of  innocent  established  usages,  the  example 
is  by  no  means  solitary ! — Who,  then,  are  the 
"  bigots  r 

**  Bigot,"  in  the  Roman  Catholic  sense, — and 
if  the  interpretation  which  I  am  giving  is  accu- 
rate,— is  a  term  of  reproach  applicable  to  the 
Protestant — to  the  "  vain  man" — the  man"  ena- 
moured of  himself ' —  **vain  glorious" — **full  of 
pernicious  curiosity"— the  "presumptuous  man" 
— the  "turbulent  man"— leaving  the  Church, 
and  setting  up,  or  adhering  to,  a  doctrine  which 
is  not  the  doctrine  of  the  Church.  In  the  same 
manner,  in  a  Church  of  England  sense,  a  "  bi- 
got" is  a  sectarian,  of  whatever  denomination. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


817 

In  all  cases,  the  **  bigot"  is  one  who  stickles  at 
established  usages,  or  oppugns  an  established 
faith.  With  reference  to  religion  in  Turkey, 
he  would  be  the  "  bigot,"  who  should  deny 
tiiat  Mahomet  is  the  prophet  of  God,  or  pre** 
tend  that  prayers,  said  in  a  mosque,  would 
not  ascend  to  heaven. 

There  remains,  also,  a  view  of  ^'  bigotry," 
consequent  upon  this  analysis  of  the  signification 
of  the  term,  of  incalculable  moment,  as  well 
to  our  present  discussion,  as  to  the  general  in* 
terests  of  our  Constitution  of  Government,  and 
to  the  progress  of  religious  charity  $ind  large- 
ness of  thinking.  ''  I  look  upon  bigotry"  says 
Lord  Molesworth,  in  that  highly  estimable 
production,  which  I  transcribed  for  you,  iq 
a  former  Letter  (Letter  XIIL);  "  I  look  upqa 
bigotry  to  have  been  the  very  bane  of  humai) 
society,  and  the  offspring  of  interest  and  igno- 
rance, which  has  occasioned  most  of  the  evils 
that  afflict  mankind ;"  and  his  lordship  goes  on 
to  show  us,  that  he  understands,  by  the  phrase^ 
religious  bigotry^  a  tyrannous  exaction,  either 
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speculative  or  practical,  of  a  religious  conform- 
ity of  others  with  ourselves.  Now  it  is  obvious 
(hat  this  tyranny,  either  practical  or  merely 
speculative,  is  equal  in  its  nature,  and  equal 
in  its  operation — ^whether  it  be  exercised  in 
support  of  established  institutions,  or  in  op- 
posing them.  The  defence  of  established  in* 
stitutions,  and  the  condemnation  of  those  who 
maligOj  oppose,  or  even  withdraw  from  them 
(without  looking,  for  a  moment,  to  any  of  their 
abstract  merits)^  consists  in  that  which  is  also 
the  defence  and  the  condemnation  of  the  con-* 
stitutional  rules  of  any  free  association  of  men 
whatever ;  namely,  that  they  express  the  will 
of  the  majority,  and  that,  by  that  will  of  the 
majority,  the  minority  are  bound;  for,  esta- 
blished institutions  may  be  regarded  as  virtually 
offered  day  by  day  to  the  vote,  and  carried  by 
the  greater  number  of  voices ;  and  to  the  disap- 
pointment and  vexation,  no  doubt,  of  the  dis- 
sentients, but  which  dissentients  are  obliged  to 
submit,  though  not  obliged  to  despair  of  suc- 
cess, at  some  future  division  or  election.  Well, 
then,   the  bigotry,  or  tyranny,  or  tyrannous 
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temper,  being  equal,  whether  the  majority,  either 
practically  or  speculatively,  vigorously  exact 
conformity  of  the  minority,  or  the  minority  of 
the  majority ;  let  us  see  what  yet  remains  to 
be  said,  as  to  the  comparative  merits,  in  prin«- 
ciple  and  in  practice,  of  the  religious  contents 
and  malcontents  among  ourselves  respectively. 
Hie  contents,  as  we  have  seen,  have  the  supe- 
rior constitutional  authority  upon  their  side,  to 
establish  and  to  guard  institutions  which  have 
the  voices  of  the  majority ;  yet  these,  in  their 
turn,  would  be  bigots,  if  they  did  not,  to  the 
utmost  extent  reasonable,  dispense  with  the 
conforniity  of  malcontents.  Now,  in  what 
state  is  the  fact  ?  Why,  that  the  contents 
among  ourselves,  tolerate,  by  virtue  of  an  Act 
of  Toleration,  the  nonconformity  in  question. 
The  Church  of  Rome,  upon  the  other  hand, 
employing,  for  its  defence,  the  very  argument 
upon  ^hich  I  have  just  relied ;  namely,  that, 
without  inquiring  into  the  abstract  merits  of  that 
which  is  established,  the  sole  fact  of  its  establish- 
ment is  conclusive  against  sTssailants  and  de- 
serters ;  utterly  rejects  from  its  system  the  re- 
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maining  resource  of  the  toieration  of  nonconfor- 
mity, which  toleration  has  here  discovered  itself 
to  be  generally  and  indispensably  jWz>  because 
the  reverse  is  bigotry y  and  bigotry  is  injustice ; 
and  because,  an  establishment  being  first  duly 
guarded,  toleration,  which  is  just  in  the  abstract, 
is  also  just  in  reference  to  the  actual  circum- 
stances of  all  concerned.     Thus,  then,  and  so 
far,  the  Church  of  Rome  is  bigoted,  because  it 
admits  of  no  toleration;  and  the  Church,  or  the 
Constitution  of  Government* of  this  kingdom,  is 
not  bigoted,  because  toleration  (its  own  security 
being  first  duly  provided  for)  is  its  admitted, 
unquestioned   principle.     But  who,. then,  and 
once  more,  are  the  real  English  bigots ;  or,  what 
institutions  in  the  kingdom  are  bigotedl     Why, 
'  those  particular  persons,  and  those  private  in* 
stitutions,  which  oppose  themselves  to  the  in- 
stitutions of  the  State — which  liave  the  ijyus" 
tice  to  demand  from  fellow-subjects,  and   the 
public  institutions,  a  rigorous  resemblance  and 
submission  to,   their   own   particular  manner 
of  thinking,   and  particular  choice  of  action. 
To  think  in  this  manner,   is  that  which,    in 
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general  terms.  Lord  Molesworth  calls  bigotry ; 
and  to  act  in  this  manner,  he  calls  injustice; 
reckoning  always,  among  the  unjusty  the  immo- 
ral, and  those  guilty  of  viokncCy  such  breakers 
of  the  law,  as  refuse,  for  example,  the  Church 
its  tithes,  or,' in  any  other  case,  set  up  a  "pre- 
tence of  religion  or  conscience,"  or  of  •*  divine," 
or  of  natural  "right,"  while  *'  the  law,'  which 
demands  the  contrary,  *'  is  in  being,"  as  the 
law  of  the  land.  Such,  then,  under  various 
aspects,  are  the  bigots ;  and  such  is  the  injustice, 
the  immorality,  the  violence,  of  bigotry  ;  and 
«o  remote  from  bigotry  are  the  principles  and 
practice  of  that  Constitution  of  England,  under 
the  imperative  directions  of  which  we  refuse 
Roman  Catholic  Emancipation  !  For,  no  man 
is  virtuous,  just,  moral,  absolutely  in  the  peace 
of  the  State,  who  impugns,  and  still  more,  who 
oppugns,  its  institutions.  He,  for  example,  that 
murmurs  at  the  payment  of  tithes,  is  a  bigot  in 
his  opinion,  and  he,  that*  refuses  compliance,  a 
bigot  in  hi^  actions.  The  first  is  a  vicious,  or,  at 
the  best,  an  innovating  inhabitant  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  State;  but  the  second  is  more — he 
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is  a  guilty  one ;  he  breaks  the  law,  and  his  guilt 
is  the  offspring  of  his  bigotry.     He  breaks  the 
law ;  and  he  breaks  it  because  he  would  take 
the  law  into  his  own  hands ;  or,  in  other  words, 
would   set  a  law  of  his  own  against  the  law  of 
the  State ;  the  law  established  (that  is,  either 
first  established,  or  subsequently  maintained)  by 
the  majority  of  those  who  have  lawful  authority 
to  do  so.  Lord  Molesworth  looks  upon  bigotry  as 
having  occasioned  **  most  of  the  great  mischiefb 
that  have  afflicted  mankind,"  and  as  *^  the  off- 
spring of  interest  and  ignorance ;"  and  mfere^f  and 
ignorance,  rely  upon  it,  are  not  the  exclusive 
property  of  the  friends  of  things  established ! 

But,  with  respect  to  the  Constitutional  doc- 
trine which  I  have  just  above  propounded,  take 
care  how  you  find  fault  with  a  single  point  in 
it !  If  you  open  your  mouth,  I  (to  presume 
upon  borrowing  a  phrase  which  a  distinguished 
contemporary  puts  into  the  mouth  of  Mr.  Pitt, 
in  reference  to  Mr.  Fox)  will  "  un-Whig  you 
for  the  rest  of  your  life !" — And,  once  again,  I 
am  to  inquire,  what  is  Whiggism  ?     Mr.  Moore 
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talks  of  *'  Royalty"  and  "  Whiggism,"  as  if 
they  were  systems  of  things  in  direct  contra- 
diction to* each  other!  Are,  then,  Mr.  Moore's 
*'  Whigs"  no  **  Royalists?"  For  me,  you 
know  already,  that  I  define  Whiggism  — 
English  Whiggism — to  be,  an  unqualified  and 
unlimited  devotion  to  Church  and  King,  in 
manner  and  form  as  both  are  established,  uiu- 
ted,  and  defined,  in  their  respective  functions 
and  prerogatives,  by  the  law  of  England. — \  say, 
English  Whiggism — because  I  do  not  mean 
to  insist,  that  Whiggism,  in  the  general,  closes 
the  question,  as  to  Royalty,  or  no  Royalty^ 
The  essential  feature  of  Whiggism  is,  its  hosti* 
lity  to  Roman  Catholic  power,  and  not  its  pre^ 
ference  of  a  monarchical  form  of  Government « 
Concerning  monarchy,  or  no  monarchy,  Whig- 
gism can  endure  the  argument;  concerning 
the  admission  of  Roman  Catholics,  or  of  Dis- 
senters, to  political  power,  it  refuses,  to  hear  a 
word;  and  this,  because,  as  I  have  said,  its 
one  principle  is,  to  set  its  face  against  the  pre- 
tension of  divine  right — against  any  pretension 
which  is  supra-human,  and    above  the  law. 
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either  in  the  things  temporal,  or  the  things  spi^- 
ritual,  of  society.  Roman  Catholicism,  there- 
fore, and  Dissenting  pretensions  in  society,  are 
excluded  from  every  chance  with  Whiggisn) ;  but, 
as  to  any  form  of  temporal  or  secular  Govern- 
ment, superintending  as  well  things  spiritual 
as  things  temporal,  and  yet  consenting  to  reign 
only  in  virtue  of  human  law  ;•  that,  whether 
monarchical  or  otherwise,  is  entirely  within  the 
scheme  of  Whiggism.  In  England,  the  King, 
whose  authority  is  established,  reigns  only  un- 
der the  law — the  Church,  whose  authority  is 
established,  exists  and  teaches  only  under  the 
law ; — and,  therefore,  and  because  of  the  bene- 
ficial influence  of  the  powers  of  both,  the  Eng- 
lish Whig  devotes  himself  to  both. 

You  see,  then,  the  broad  distinction  between 
the  Whiggism  for  which  1  contend,  and  that 
which  vulgarly  passes  for  Whiggism,  and  which 
Mr.  Moore  must  have  in  view,  when  he  places 
Whiggism  in  strife  with  Royalty.  His  Whig- 
gism is  either  a  temporary  or  an  habitual  oppo- 
sition to  the  measures  of  the  Court,  or  existing 
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administration  o^  Government,  or  to  the  per- 
sonal feelings  of  the  Prince;  and  is,  there- 
fore, a  name  for  a  thing  without*  any  fixed 
principle  whatever;  a  fluctuating  opposition, 
varying,  from  day  to  day,  in  its  colour,  accord- 
ing as  it  has  this  or  that  man,  or  measure,  to 
oppose ;  and  no  other  than  an  ordinary  political 
opposition.  My  Whiggism  is  a  code  of  principles 
of  civil  polity,  and  therefore  unchangeable  in  its 
objects.  It  does  not  mould  itself  to  men,  but 
requires  men  to  mould  themselves  to  it. 

Tou  perceive  that  I  am  making  reference  to 
Mr.  Moore's  Life  of  Sheridan — and,  having  ad- 
verted to  that  book,  what  is  the  meaning,  what 
is  the  good  sense,  let  me  ask,  of  the  fixed  ma-  * 
lignity  toward  the  person  of  His  Majesty, 
which  pervades  it  ?  If  one  of  the  charges  is 
that  the  King  neglected  Mr.  Sheridan,  the 
facts  recorded  by  Mr.  Moore  demonstrate,  I 
think,  the  contrary.  As  to  a  disposition  to  per- 
sonal^unkindness,  or  even  to  an  ordinary  cold- 
ness in  that  particular,  the  worst  enemy  of  the 
King  (who  knows  any  thing  of  the  matter),  will 
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never  be  found  to  listen  to  it.  The  strong  at- 
tachment of  all  persons,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  in  immediate  communication  with  Qis 
Majesty,  bears  ample  witness  to  the  contrary. 
His  Majesty's  demeanour  and  solicitude  respect- 
ing even  the  humblest  servants  in  his  house,  are 
generally  known,  and  continually  and  grate- 
fully acknowledged.  In  the  instance  of  the 
last  sickness  of  Colonel  M'Mahon,  the  King  sat 
up  with  his  sick  servant  night  after  night.  Why, 
then,  should  His  Majesty  neglect  Sheridan? 
And,  first,  did  he  in  reality  neglect  him  ?  Does 
it  not  even  appear,  from  the  book  of  Mr.  Moore, 
that  the  King  actually,  neglected  him  less  than 
any  one  else  ?  But  were  there  no  causes  for  the 
neglect  of  Sheridan?  Was  there  no  general 
coolness  between  Sheridan  and  his  friends? 
Mr.  Fox,  upon  his  death-bed,  experienced  the 
warm  attentions  of  the  King,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  upon  his  own  part,  received  a  visit  from 
Sheridan  with  great  coldness — took  precautions 
not  to  be  left  alone  with  him<— and  exhibited  so 
much  reserve  as  to  embarrass  his  visitor.  Lord 
Holland,  the  nephew  of  Mr.  Fox,  went,  one 
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single  evening,  upon  special  representation,  to 
Sheridan's  bed-side,  but  did  not  repeat  hia 
visit. 

And  is  Mr.  Moore  well  informed,  as  to  the 
facts  from  which  he  draws  his  inferences  ?  Did 
the  King  really  neglect  the  latter  days  of  She- 
ridan ?  Was  the  Eling  (then  Regent)  no  personal 
visitor,  in  those  days  (not  once  only,  nor  twice, 
nor  thrice),  in  Saville  row  ?  Did  General  (now 
Lord)  Bloomfield  never  pass,  at  the  same  period, 
between  Carlton  House  and  Mr.  Sheridan  ?  In 
truth,  too,  was  it  the  King  also,  or  was  it  not 
exclusively  the  '*  Whigs,"  who,  at  the  date  in 
question^  were  upon  no  hearty  terms,  or  any 
terms  at  all,  with  Mr.  Sheridan,  whatever  resent* 
ments  they  might  suppress  or  throw  aside,  when 
the  time  came  to  attend  his  body  to  its  grave  I 

But,  with  respect  to  the  work  of  Mr.  Moore, 
the  worst  of  the  matter  is,  that  the  author,  who, 
in  his  Odes  and  Epistles,  could  write  so  flatter- 
ingly of  the  King,  only  a  few  years  ago,  seems 
to  be  regarded,  by  all  persons  (his  warmest  ad- 
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mirers  among  the  rest),  as  having  no  higher  mo- 
tive than  personal  spleen ;  of  the  origin  of  which 
spleen,  various  explanations  are  offered,  but 
no  one  denies  its  existence.  Now  this,  if  the  fact 
IS  as  it  is  represented,  is  lamentable!  It  is 
lamentable,  that  a  gentleman  so  secure  of  im- 
morality, for  so  many  of  his  compositions,  and 
of  whose  own  private  life  so  many  amiable 
and  magnanimous  things  are  related,  should, 
with  his  proper  hand,  place  such  a  blot  upon 
his  escutcheon,  as  to  leave  it  to  be  said,  that  he 
could  not  write  upon  any  public  topic,  without 
disfiguring  it  with  his  own  private  griefs,  well 
or  ill  founded! — I  observe,  in  the  meantime, 
that  the  Life  of  Sheridan  is  attacked,  upon  ano- 
ther subject,  with  bitterness,  and,  as,  at  present, ' 
it  seems  to  me,  with  unneeded  and  very  hasty 
bitterness. 

I  have  made  it  the  business-  of  this  Letter,  to 
insist  upon  the  spiritual  or  ecclesiastical  basis 
and  origin  of  the  Constitution  of  England,  in 
common  with  the  Constitutions  of  all  States 
whatever;— thaJt  is,  to  insist  that  our  religion 
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is  our  iaw;  our  Church  fouuded  on  our  law; 
and  our  secular  Government  on  our  Church: — 
that  whoso,  therefore,  departs  from  or  denies 
our  Church,  denies  our  Constitution;  and  that 
he,  who  denies  the  Constitution,  can  l^ave  no 
pretension  to  the  rights,because  not  to  the  name, 
of  a  citizen; — not,  to  an  equality  of  rights,  with 
those,  who,  accepting  and  abiding  by  the  Con* 
stitution,  are  both  subjects  of  the  realm,  and 
citizens  of  the  State.  Upon  these  principles, 
I  have  asserted,  that  what  Mr.  Canning  is  so 
unknowingly  bent  upon,  is  a  new  Revolution; 
— a  Revolution  which  shall  conquer  (as  Buona- 
parte, and  the  French,  would  phrase  it)  the  Re- 
volution of  1688! 

But  the  line  of  argument,  against  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation /which  I  pursue,  is  but  ill 
adapted,  either  to  convince  the  many,  of  what 
mode  of  thinking  so  ever,  or  even  to  gratify  the  * 
main  body  of  those,  who,  with  myself,  resist 
that  monstrous  proposal;— and  all  (and  yet,  I 
think,  not  the  little),  that!  could  aim  at,  would 
be,  to  convince  a  certain  few,  who  are  immovable 
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by  other  means  of  persuasion.  When  any  as- 
semblage of  men  act  in  concert,  it  can  rarely 
happen  otherwise,  than  that,  though  the  object 
is  one  and  the  same  with. all,  yet  the  motives  of 
pnrsuit,  the  reasons  which  are  held  to  render 
the  pursuit  valuable  or  worthy,  are  variously 
estimated  among  them.  Oblige  all  your  fol- 
lowers to  follow  only  upon  your  own  principles; 
or,  demand,  that  among  many  principles,  that 
principle  which  you  either  esteem  the  foremost, 
or  the  least  dubitable ;  and,  in  the  prosecution 
of  so  narrow  an  effort,  you  will  soon  be  left 
alone!  Concede,  therefore  to  every  man,  his 
own  reasons,  and  his  own  feelings,  as  to  what 
he  does,  satisfied  with  this  general  result  alone, 
that  he  does  that  which  you  would  have  him  to 
do.  There  is  a  story  of  a  certain  journeyman 
bjitcher,  who,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne,  wheii 
the  safety  of  our  mother  Church  was  in  the 
public  mouth,  shored  up  St.  Paul's  with  his 
shoulders,  and  exclaimed,  **  Ah !  d— n  ye, 
you  old  b — ^h,  Mother  Church !  I  will  stand  by 
you  as  long  as  I  live !"  and  this  butcher,  though 
not  a  polished,  nor,  perhaps,  a  very  under- 
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standing  partisan,  spoke  like  a  valuable  British 
sabject,  and  sturdy  asserter  of  the  nation's 
commoa-weal. 

For. the  many,  the  main  stays  of  ourdefence» 
against  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation,  are 
doubtless  to  be  found  in  the  existing  popular  c<m. 
tempt  and  detestation  of  Roman  Catholic  theo- 
logical tenets^ecclesiastical  practices^and  bigotry 
in  speculation  and  practice ;  the  tradition  of  the 
fires  of  Protestant  martyrs,  and  the  story  of  the 
Pope  of  Rome ; — and,  here,  let  me  ask,  whether 
there  is  no  intention  to  erect,  with  the  most  pa^ 
trialic  of  views,  a  lofty  obelisk  of  stone  (an  obelisk 
being  a  copy  of  the  figure  of  a  flame  of  fire), 
upon  the  spot  where,  as  it  is  said,  the  stake  at 
which  Bishop  Hooper  sufiered,  has  lately  been 
disinterred,  in  the  city  of  Glocester? — But, 
though,  for  myself,  I  do  not  regard  these  as  the 
most  immovable  grounds  of  that  perpetual  er* 
elusion  which  alone  is  just,  still  they  are  good 
grounds,  as  far  as  they  go ;  and  they  are  such 
as  are  infinitely  the  best  adapted  to  general  com« 
prehension,  because  they  come  at  once  to  our 
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business  and  bosoms,  and  have  direct,  and  not 
intermediate,  concern  with  the  safety  of  our 
altars  and  our  hearths ; — and  it  is  not,  in  any 
shape,  for  technical  preciseness,  but  for  sub- 
stantial objects,  that  we  finally  struggle.  For 
me,  I  could  look  only  to  a  chosen  few — to  those 
who  possess  some  share  of  knowledge,  along 
with  reflection,  and  with  feeling.  I  could  not 
promise  myself  for  followers,  either,  upon  the 
one  hand,  such  as,  of  any  religious  persuasion, 
call  themselves,  by  eminence,  the  devout;  nor, 
upon  the  other,  the  ignorant,  the  flippant,  the 
scoffing,  and  the  malignant  Liberal;  nor,  either, 
in  short,  the  superstitious,  nor  the  profane; 
the  ''religionist,"  nor  the  "  philosopher;" — ^he 
that  extravagantly  exalts  religion,  or  he  that 
ineffably  despises  it;  he  that  paints  religion 
above  the  controul  of  the  law,  or  he  that  puts  it 
beneath  its  regards.  Running,  as  I  do,  from 
Letter  to  Letter,  the  more  than  risk  (as  I  fancy) 
to  incur  the  displeasure,  both  of  Church-men, 
and  of  Church-goers,  even  while  1  am  defending 
the  Church  itself;  bringing,  as  I  do,  all  the 
m^tutions o(  religion  down  to  a  human  level ;—: 
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treating,  as  I  do,  the  Established  Church  as  no 
more  than  a  branch  of  the  public  service ;  and 
the  clerical  profession  as  of  a  similar  nature 
with  the  law  offices,  and  the  army  and  navy 
(though  giving  it  always  the  s.trictest  prece-^ 
dence — for  the  King  himself  has  just  precedence 
of  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  only  because 
he  is  the  real  Head  of  the  Church,  while  the 
Archbishop  is  but  the  King's  delegated  minister 
of  the  Church) —  notions,!  unreservedly  confess, 
Protestant,  Whiggish,  blasphemous^  and  grovell- 
ing, for  the  entertainment  of  which  I  cannot  hope 
to  be  pardoned,  by  Roman  Catholic,  Dissenter, 
nor  Liberal — nor  even  by  Evangelicals — nor  yet 
by  a  large  proportion,  both  of  Church-men  and 
Church-goers;  ranking,  in  short,  the  Church 
as  the  very  highest,  and  as  no  more  than  the  very 
highest,  of  the  several  branches  of  the  public 
service"; — and  placing  Roman  Catholic  and  Dis- 
senting exclusion,  in  their  final  and  irremovable 
causes,  upon  the  sole  basis  of  politics — of  the 
domestic  policy  of  the  State; — what  chance, 
I  say,  would  there  be  for  me,  with  the  bulk 
of  even  the  partisans  of  that  exclusion  ? 

3  H 
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And  yet,  for  my  reasonings, — such  as  they 
are,— do  not  think  that  I  am  altogether  so 
fanciful,  nor  so  much  a  teacher  of  novelties,  as, 
at  first  hearing,  you  may  believe.  When  (for 
example)  I  say,  that  our  law  has  had  its 
origin  in  the  Druidical  religion,  and  has  con- 
tinued  to  have  its  basis  in  every  succeeding 
religion,  which,  after  the  Druidic,  has  become 
the  religion  of  the  State ;  and,  when  I  add,  that 
the  Constitution  has  consequently  had  its  origin, 
and  continuance,  in  the  several  Churches,  or 
religious  instittUions,  of  Druidism,  Roman  Catho- 
licism, the  Reformation,  and  the  Articles  of 
Faith  recognised  and  established  for  our  modem 
Church ;  recollect,  that  our  lawyers  have  long 
since  acknowledged  the  first  step  of  my 
pyramid,  by  ascribing  our  Common  Law  to 
Druidic,  that  is,  to  religious  original.  But  our 
Constitution  comes  out  of  our  Common- Law; 
it  is  from  the  Common  Law  that  the  King 
derives  his  prerogatives,  and  the  people  their 
prerogatives  also,  their  rights  and  liberties^ 
The  person  and  prerogatives  of  the  King  are 
guarded  by  the  Statute  of  Treasons,  and  those 
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of  the  peopki  to  a  certain  extent,  by  the  deda-^ 
ratioM  contained  in  the  Bill  of  Rights ;  but^  if- 
there  is  no  Statute  of  Treasons  against  the 
prerogatives  and  privileges  of  the  people^  and^ 
as  sach^  against  the  King»  the  guardian  of  his 
people ; — if  it  is  yet  no  statutable  treason  to 
attempt  the  introduction  of  alien  enemies  into 
the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  the  people,-*- 
what  is  the  true  and  historical  reason  ?  Why, 
the  offence  is  new;  the  possibility  of  committing 
the  offence  is  new.  By  our  ancestors,  either 
Druidicor  Roman  Catholic,  the  class  of  persons, 
for  whom  the  attempt  is  made,  instead  of 
standing,  as  bold  demandants,  at  the  bars  of  the 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  at  the  foot  of  the 
Throne,  would  have  been  made  to  stand  at  the 
bars  of  the  Criminal  Courts,  and  would  have 
been  delivered  to  the  flames ! 

For  the  rest,  when  I  speak  of  the  institutions 
of  religion  as  human,  let  me  be  strictly  under- 
stood,  as  speaking  of  the  institutions  only. 
Religion  itself,  whether  revealed  or  natural,  is 
infinitely  more  than  human  ;  it  is  the  gift  of  the 
3u2 
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Author  of  all  our  being.  It  is  doctrines,  creeds^ 
priesthoods,  prayers,  preachings,  religious  or 
ecclesiastical  discipline  and  government ;  it  is 
Churches,  societies; — it  is  all  these,  which  are 
no  more  than  human,  and  which  belong,  there- 
fore, without  reserve,  to  questions  of  Law  and 
Civil  Government.  But,  if,  after  deriving  (and 
justly,  and  in  no  other  manner)  our  Civil 
Government  from  the  institutions  of  religion ; 
if,  after  gaining  a  glorious  victory  (in  the  Re- 
formation) over  the  power  of  the  Church — 
that  is,  of  the  priesthood,  and  over  the  passions 
of  the  people,  we  proceed  to  abuse  that  victory ; 
— to  make  the  most  miserable,  at  the  same  time 
with  the  most  impious  misuse,  of  the  advantages 
which  it  has  been  permitted  us  to  obtain ;  if 
we  pretend,  with  Liberals,  to  cast  religious 
institutions  out  of  doors,  and  set  up,  with  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  and  with  so  much  of  the  taste 
of  the  age.  Civil  Government  upon  a  pedestal 
in  which  religion  has  no  part ;  what  do  we  do, 

but  (as  to  the  modesty  of  the  act)  imitate  that 

* 

rapacious  servant,  who,  first  creeping  into  the 
house  as  a  menial,  next  possesses  himself  of 
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his  master's  estate,  and  finally  sends  his  mas- 
ter, and  his  master's  children,  a  begging; 
and,  as  to  the  wisdom  of  the  act,  but  demean 
ourselves  like  the  silly  architect,  who,  after 
laying  foundations  upon  which  to  raise  his 
house,  should  believe,  that  his  house,  now  that 
it  is  built,  has  no  need  of  the  foundations  ? 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Connected  with  that  state  of  ignorance — not  of 
letters,  but  of  reasonable  ideas — which  there  are 
those,  who,  with  M.  K6ratry,  suppose  ascribable 
to  the  body  of  professors  of  Roman  Catholicism, 
and  thence  to  distinguish  it  by  an  unhappy 
superior  frequency  of  crime,  I  may  seasonably 
relate  a  very  melancholy  and  recent  anecdote, 
which  is  communicated  to  me  from  an  official 
source.  It  is  known,  that  a  wretched  Irish  Roman 
Catholic, who  suffered  the  punishment  of  death,  at 
the  late  sessions  at  the  Old  Bailey,  for  themur- 
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der  of  his  wifb,  confessed  his  guilt  upon  tht 
evening  before  the  execution,  after  having  pro* 
tested  innocence  repeatedly  at  the  time  of  his 
trial.  The  Sheriff,  who  had  visited  him  upon 
the  intimation  that  he  was  willing  to  acknow- 
ledge the  justice  of  his  sentence,  and  who  then 
received  his  confession,  exhorted  him  to 
prayer.  ^*  What  prayer  can  I  say  ?"  asked  the 
unhappy  man.  "  Repeat  the  Lord's  Prayer," 
returned  the  Sheriff.  ' '  I  am  unacquainted  with 
it  in  English,"  was  the  next  answer ;  **  I  can 
only  say  it  in  Irish." — *'  Well,  then,  say  it  in 
Irish." — The  murderer  hesitated  a  moment,  and, 
at  length,  replied,  *'  No :  it  is  of  no  use  to  say 
it  in  Irish,  for  you  won't  understand  me  if  I  do. 
I  will  wait  till  the  priest  comes,  and  then  say  it 
in  Latin ;  for  the  Devil  understands  all  languages^ 
except  Latin*' 

I  must  leave  it,  with  some  share  of  deference, 
to  Roman  Catholics,  priests  or  laymen,  to  state 
the  notion  upon  which  this  reply  was  founded, 
and,  perhaps,  even  to  correct  the  phrase ;  but, 
in  the  first  place,  I  think  it  likely  that  the  Irisli? 
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man  did  not,  in  reality,  know  the  words  of  the 
Lord's  Prayer  in  Irish;  and,  in  the  second, 
I  also  thbk  it  likely,  that  the  Church  of  Rome 
advises  the  use  of  Latin,  at  least  upon  very 
solemn  occasions,  (for  prayers  in  the  vernacular 
tongues,  and  even  vernacular  translations  of  the 
offices  of  the  mass,  are  every  where  in  use 
among  Roman  Catholics ;)  and  then  enforces  the 
practice  by  means  of  considerations  sufficiently 
superstitious.  The  Roman  Catholic  arguments, 
for  the  retention  of  the  Latin  language  in  its 
offices  of  religion,  are  somewhat  plausible; 
first,  as  it  is  the  language  in  which  those  offices, 
(as  it,  though  certainly,  for  great  part  at  least, 
erroneously  assumes)  were  first  composed,  and 
secondly,  as  it  preserves  them  from  the  altera- 
tions of  sense,  to  which,  undoubtedly,  they  must 
be  exposed,  if  rendered  into  living,  and  there- 
fore varying  tongues,  and  repeated  by  ignorant 
devotees,  often  deeply  imbued  with  the  most 
heterodox  notions  of  faith.  But,  another  view 
of  the  subject  is,  that  the  use  of  the  Lhtin  lan- 
guage by  the  Church,  renders  it,  from  an  easy 
transition  of  idea,  a  holy  language^  and  even. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


840 

perhaps,  I  may  say,  upon  ordinary  Roman 
Catholic  principles,  an  object  almost  of  religious 
worship.  Now  the  presence,  and  ravening 
efforts  of  the  Devil,  at  every  human  death,  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  soul,  is  a  forward  Ro- 
man Catholic  tenet.  Again  :  there  are  diablo- 
fuges  of  every  appropriate  description.  Holy 
incense  offends  the  nostrils  of  the  Devil ;  holy 
water  scalds  his  skin ;  the  sounds  of  holy  choirs, 
or  of  holy  bells,  torture  his  ears,  and  put  him  to 
flight ;  and,  that  thQ^ound  of  Latin  has  a  similar 
effect,  is  plain,  from  the  received  recipe  of 
'^  talking  Latin  "  to  a  ghost ;  which  ghost,  as 
Christians  teach,  is  always  a  fiend  in  a  delusive 
shape;  and  which  *'  talking  Latin"  refers  to  the 
Latin  office  of  Exorcism,  prescribed  by  the 
Romish  ritual. 
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LETTER  XXXy. 


Irish  absenteeism  is  an  evil  of  old 
standing ;  and,  indeed,  is  the  necessary  conse- 
quence of  English  domination,  whether  the 
lands  were  held  by  Englishmen,  or  by  Irishmen. 
If  by  Englishmen,  expatriation,  on  the  part 
of  the  possessors,  is  not  to  be  expected ;  and, 
if  by  Irishmen,  the  removal  of  the  persons  of 
the  lattier  to  the  seat  of  the  united  government, 
and  into  the  country  that  is  the  master,  is  both 
natural  in  the  individual,  and,  upon  the  whole, 
consistent  with  the  best  policy  of  the  State. 
Nothing  could  be  so  wide  of  the  dictates  of  that 
peculiar  and  anomalous,  and,  to  a  certain  de- 
gree, disastrous  policy,  which  the  relative 
positions  of  Ireland  and  England  demands,  as 
any  measure  compelling,  or  tending  to  compel, 
to  any  considerable  extent,  the  residence  of  the 
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Irish  great  upon  the  the  Irish  soil.  We  can  no 
more  expect,  and  we  ought  no  more  to  desire, 
nor  ought,  in  any  shape,  to  endeavour  to  pro- 
mote, the  Irish  residence  of  persons  of  great,  or, 
generally,  of  independent  fortunes,  or  fortunes 
derivable  from  Ireland  without  submitting 
to  residence,  than  the  residence  in  the  East  or 
West  Indies  of  those  who  are  able  to  leave  either; 
or,  that  Scotland  should  retain  all  its  sons ;  or, 
that  the  great  landholders,  of  the  north  or  west 
of  England,  should  shut  themselves  up,  in  their 
mansions  or  castles,  in  the  north  or  west  of 
England.  All  persons,  who  have  the  means,  natu- 
rally press  (and  it  is  very  desirable,  in  a  political 
view,  that  they  should  so  press),  towarathe  seat 
of  government,  and  its  environs ;  whether  for  the 
love  of  arts,  or  for  the  charms  of  society,  or  for 
the  further  advancement  of  their  fortunes,  and  for 
the  enjoyment  of  a  wider,  and  more  ambitious, 
scene  of  action.  What  Ireland  really  wants, 
and,  consistently  with  the  truest  policy  of  Eng- 
land, ought  to  receive,  is,  not  an  abolition  of 
absenteeism,  but  compensations  for  its  afflict- 
ing   influence.     Those    compensations    might 
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!>•  manifold,  and  of  tbem,  in  the  end,  I  shal) 
folly  speak.  The  tendency,  in  the  mean 
time,  of  absenteeism,  to  interfere  with  the  local 
peace  of  Ireland,  and  with  the  security  of  its 
English  dominion,  has  been  always  felt,  and 
attempted,  too,  to  be  met,  by  laws  more  or  less 
founded  in  wisdom.  Sir  John  Davis,  Attorney- 
general  in  Ireland,  under  King  James  the  First, 
remarks,  in  his  Historical  Relations,  that  the 
absence  of  the  great  lords  (who  had  large  estates 
in  Ireland,  and  yet  resided  in  England)  was  the 
principal  cause  of  the  slow  progress  made  in 
the  reduction  of  Ireland,  and  of  the  frequent 
rebellions  of  the  people,  who  were  thereby  en- 
couraged to  make  encroachments  upon  the 
English  settlers,  and  dispossess  them  of  their 
lands  ;  and  that  the  Kings  of  England  were 
thereby  obliged,  from  time  to  time,  to  send  over 
armies,  to  reduce  and  re-conquer  the  provinces 
that  were  so  lost.  For  which  reason,  as  he 
adds,  in  the  third  year  of  Richard  the  Second, 
an  ordinance  was  made  against  such  as  were 
absent  from  their  lands  in  Ireland,  giving  tUHi 
fhifd'^parts  of  the  profits  to  the  King,  until  they 
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returned,  or  placed  a  siifficient  number  of  men 
upon  them  to  defend  the  same  ;  which  ordinance 
was  for  many  years  carried  into  effect,  as  ap- 
pears from  sundry  seizures  made  under  its 
authority,  in  the  several  reigns  of  Richard  the 
Second,  and  Henries  the  Fourth,  Fifth,  and 
Sixth,  of  which  the  records^  remain  in  the  Re- 
membrancer's Office.  Among  the  rest, .  in  the 
time  of  Henry  the  Sixth,  the  Duke  of  Norfolk 
was  impleaded,  upon  that  ordinance,  for  two 
third*parts  of  the  profits  of  his  lands  in  the 
county  of  Wexford .  By  virtue  of  a  still  severer 
Act  of  Absentees,  made  in  the  twenty-eighth 
year  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  all  the  Irish  lands 
of  the  house  of  Norfolk,  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury, 
and  others,  were  entirely  resumed,  and  rein- 
vested in  the  Crown. 

Acts  against  absentees,  enacted  by  an  Irish 
Parliament,  were  quite  rational  in  their  princi- 
ple ;  but  the  case  is  wholly  different,  as  to  the 
view  to  be  taken  by  an  English,  and  even  by 
an  United  Parliament.  By  an  Irish  Act,  of  the 
year  17 15,  all  salaries,  fees,  or  pensions,  in  the  . 
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hands  of  absentees,  were  taxed  at  twenty  per 
cent. ;  but  a  dispensing  power  was  reserved  to 
the  Crown,  the  exercise  of  which  came  to  render 
the  Act  null  in  practice ;  and,  by  another  Act, 
passed  in  the  year  1753,  those  penalties  were 
abolished. 

The  case  of  salaries,  and  of  the  other  objects  of 
the  Act  of  ]715,  differs  considerably  from  that 
of  the  Irish  estates  which  were  the  objects  of 
the  ordinance  of  Richard  the  Second ;  and, 
therefore,  its  repeal  proves  nothing,  as  to  a 
point  respecting  which  I  am  curious,  namely, 
whether  or  not  the  English  government  has  ever 
arrived  at  receiving  among  its  maxims  the  pro- 
position  which  I  advance ;  that  is,  that  absen- 
teeism is  in  strict  consistence  with  the  major 
policy  of  the  State,  though  contrary  to  the  local 
interests  of  Ireland,  either  public  or  private  : 
for,  the  ordinance  of  Richard  the  Second,  if  it 
had  been  successful  in  fixing  the  residence 
of  ** great  lords"  in  Ireland,  would  have  fixed 
in  it  so  many  little  kings,  all,  or  nearly  all,  whose 
interests,  would  have  pointed  to  Irish  indepen- 
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dence,  and  would  thus  hare  promoted  rebellion 
from  one  cause,  while  they  repressed  it  from 
another. 

What  England  should  aim  at  is^  not  the 
literal  accomplishment  of  the  objects  of  Richard, 
but  the  fulfilment  of  the  spirit  of  his  ordinance. 
Whether  Irish  landlords  are  north  or  south,  of  at 
the  bottom  of  the  sea,  is  of  no  manner  of  im* 
portance  to  England ;  and,  for  her  sake,  they 
are  better  any  where  than  in  Ireland,  however 
different  from  this  (as  Mr.  Trant  offers  us  one 
species  of  example)  may  be  the  interests  of 
their  tenants.  But  England  should  take  care 
that  the  lands  do  themselves  pay  the  ordinary  ex- 
pense of  keeping  the  peace  upon  them  ;  and,  there- 
fore, that,  whether,  with  Richard  the  Second, 
the  King  seizes  two  third-parts,  or  whether 
a  different  proportion,  no  man  should  pos* 
sess  Irish  lands,  drain  them  of  their  entire 
profits,  pursue,  by  himself,  or  by  his  agents, 
any  course  of  conduct  upon  them,  which  may 
most  administer  to  his  cupidity,  or  to  his  folly ; 
and,  then,  reckoning  himself  '^  only  a  lodger, "* 
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throw  the  defence  of  the  house  upon  the  sin* 
gle  hands  of  the  Goverament,  and  upon  the 
hands  of  Great  Britain,  too,  into  the  bargain  I 

I  do  not,  as  you  will  have  observed,  so  much 
impute,  or  at  least  always  impute,  in  the  more 
odious  sense  of  the  words,  the  disordera  of 
Ireland  (so  much  of  Rockite  barbarities  and 
disturbances)  to  the  ''  exorbitant  rents  de^ 
mandei^  by  Irish  landlords,  as  is  the  phrase  of 
a  writer  whom  I  have  quoted;  but,  what  I 
take  for  granted  to  be  the  truth  is,  that,  from 
the  increase  of  population  (an  increase  which 
I  will  hereafter  show  to  be  preternatural, 
and  originating  in  bad  government — for  men, 
like  the  stock  upon  your  farm,  breed,  or  do  not 
breed,  according  to  external  circumstances); 
from  the  increase  of  population,  from  the  single 
agricultural  source  of  subsistence,  and  from  the 
insular  position,  or  territorial  circumscription, 
of  Ireland ; — from  all  these  causes,  extravagant 
rents  are  offered — ^biddings  are  made  upon  bid* 
dings — ^ill  blood  arises  among  the  competitors 
—landlords  are  tempted  by  the  highest  offers — 
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neither  landlord  nor  tenant  look  with  sufficient 
coolness  to  the  probability  of  payment ;  and, 
thus,  a  bargain,  which  begins  by  creating  mi- 
sery and  malice  in  those  around,  ends  in  pro- 
ducing discontent,,  violence,  and  malice,  at  least 
upon  one  side,  between  its  immediate  parties. 
Now,  all  this,  in  the  meantime,  is  natural,  and 
therefore,  in  the  highest  degree,  pardonable, 
upon  both  sides.  It  is  natural  for  a  landlord 
to  endeavour  to  make  the  most  of  an  estate ; 
and  it  is  natural  for  those,  who  can  subsist  only 
by  cultivating  the  lands  upon  that  estate,  to 
offer  the  highest  rents  which,  through  the  viva- 
city of  bidders,  are  necessary  for  securing,  even 
at  risks  not  unforeseen,  the  means  of  procuring 
that  subsistence.  For  a  Government  to  preach 
prudence;  and, still  more,  to  preach,  to  the  starv- 
ing tenant,  that  he  had  better  certainly  starve, 
than  take  the  risk  of  too  high  a  rent; — that 
no  loaf  is  better  than  half  a  one ; — for  a  Govern- 
ment to  preach  these  things,  or  to  expect  their 
admission,  would  be  absurd ;  but,  what  really 
belongs  to  a  Government,  and  to  laws,  is,  to 
make  it  the  private,  and  personal,  and  short- 
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^  their  subjects,  to  act  pre* 

^  of  society  and  of  the 

M  look  at  men,  as  at 

ish  to  make  the 

uiat  dinctiim,  it 

iiig  each  individual 

.  reading  him  a  beauti- 

V  ate  prudence,  and  public 

y  marking  off,  with  water,  or 

two  sides  of  the  road  which  you 

c  the  insects  keep,  and  then  leaving 

.lure  to  prompt  their  progress. 

But,  as  to  the  detail  of  the  operation  of  my 
plan,  in  respect  of  Ireland,  it  will  have  occur- 
red to  you,  as  having  nothing  in  it  that  is  new, 
except  as  to  personal  or  bodily  injuries;  to 
injuries  against  life,  limb,   body,  or  raiment. 
Already,  in  the  case  of  a  riot,  and  where  injury 
is  done  to  certain  descriptions  of  property,  you 
sue  the  hundred,  or  other  district.   What  I  de- 
sire, then,  is,  no  more  than  a  similar  remedy 
for  personal  or  bodily  wrongs ;  that  is,  where 
the  offender  is  either  unknown,  or  absent,  or 
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unable  to  pay.  I  would  have  even  the  clothes 
upon  the  person  protected  in  this  manner ;  be- 
cause,at  least  in  the  case  of  the  poor,  their  injury- 
may  be  of  moment.  But,  going  further,  into 
the  wrongs,  and  the -redress,  or  the  resent- 
ment; let  us  look  back,  for  an  instant,  at  the  reci- 
tal of  the  affair  at  Dromin.  You  find  that  three 
descriptions  of  outrage  took  place.  A  battle 
was  fought;  fought,  perhaps,  by  persons  wholly 
unknown,  or  with  respect  to  whom  no  single 
individual  can  be  legally  identified ;  and  fought^ 
perhaps,  by  persons,  upon  both  sides,  too  fond 
of  the  sport,  or  too  sensible  to  the  claims  of 
honour,  to  admit  of  a  single  impeachment.  Very 
good ;  (>ut,  let  the  district  be  fined.  Again  ;  an 
innocent  man,  a  tailor  (tailors  are  always  in  the 
way  of  a  sight,  and  of  disaster),  is  shot — no 
one,  most  likely,  knows  by  whom.  Very  good ; 
but  are  tailors  to  be  shotten  with  impunity  ? 
K  not,  fine  the  district ;  let  the  King  have  the 
old  Saxon  "  weregild,"  the  price  of  the  blood 
of  aman^  or,  at  least,  of  the  blood  of  a  tailor! 
Lastly,  an  apothecary  is  met,  in  the  act  of 
hastening  to  the  relief  of  the  wounded,  and. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


861 

perhaps,  to  the  acquisition  of  a  patient,  or, 
perchance,  upon  some  other  errand.  The 
person  of  the  apothecary  is  molested;  his 
liberty  is  restrained,  and  he  is  denied  the  free- 
passage  of  the  King's  highway.  But  this,  too, 
was  done,  perhaps,  by  nobody  knows  whom. 
Very  well !     Fine  the  district. 

Now,  is  it  to  be  doubted,that  a  system  like  this, 
would  oblige  an  Irish  tenant,  and  even  an  Irish 
landlord,  whether  living  in  Ireland,  in  England, 
or  in  Italy,  to  think  a  little  about  the  public 
peace,  and  to  take  that  consideration  into  view, 
along  with  the  other  particulars  of  a  bargain ; 
and,  with  respect  to  the  latter,  to  induce  him, 
when  writing  to  his  agent,  whether  from  Lon- 
don, from  Naples,  or  from  Florence,  and,  when 
desiring  him  to  procure  the  best  rents — to  desire, 
also,  that  he  will  qualify  that  object,  with  a  care- 
ful attention  to  saving  the  money, which  the  King 
may  otherwise  have  to  demand,  for  the  cut 
throats,  the  broken  limbs,  the  broken  hearts, 
the  mangled  corpses,  the  ruined  crops,  and  the 
burnt  farm-houses  of  his  people ;  to  edge,  in 

3i2 


Digitized  by 


Google        


852 

short,  between  the  two  objects,  of  getting  the 
best  rents,  consistently  with  the  best  prospects 
of  public  and  private  tranquillity?  "Forced," 
says  the  poet, 

**  into  justice  thus,  in  te^-defence, 

Ev'ii  kings  learned  mercy  and  benevolence;" 

and  it  is  in  "  self-defence,"  that  I  would  have 
Irish  landlords  and  tenants  learn  to  be  prudent. 
But  the  Government,  all  this  while,  should  be 
assistant  to  the  scheme,  by  abating,  to  a  certain 
extent,  and  through  indirect  means,  the  com- 
petitions of  the  tenantry. 

There  exists  an  extraordinary  and  ignorant 
absence  of  curiosity,  in  the  English  public,  as 
to  the  precise  occasion  of  each  particular  Irish 
outrage.  Even  by  wild  beasts,  the  human  race 
are  not  made  the  victims,  except  upon  specific 
occasions;  but,  in  the  successive  stories  of  Irish 
violence,  we  might  seem  to  set  every  thing 
down  to  one  prevailing  sanguinary  propensity ; 
to  take  eyery  thing  in  the  gross,  and  by  whole- 
sale ;  and  to  make  no  anxious  enquiry,  as  to  the 
motives,  if  any,  that  distinguish  the  deadly  deed  of 
yesterday,  from  that  of  the  day  before.  We  treat 
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Irish  crimes  as  strangers  treat  a  flock  of  sheep, 
and  suppose  that  the  faces  of  all  are  similar ; 
while  the  attentive  shepherd  knows  every  one 
apart,  by  its  eye,  its  nose,  or  some  other  fea- 
ture of  peculiar  mark  or  expression.  We  should 
look  upon  Irish  criminals  as  men  moved  by 
human  passions,  and  carefully  ask,  in  each 
particular  case,  what  has  induced  the  action  ? 

It  is  impossible,  in  the  mean  time,  that  it  can 
have  escaped  you,  my  dearest  friend,  to  observe, 
under  pore  aspects  than  those  to  which  I  have 
already  directly  adverted,  the  numerous  points 
of  similitudp,  and  even  the  total  general  corres- 
pondence, which  exists  between  the  circum- 
stances, of  the  Irish  landlords  and  their  tenants, 
and  of  the  West  India  planters  and  their  slaves, 
respectively.  The  only  difference  is,  that  the 
Irish  landlords  have  gotten  the  ears  of  the 
kingdom,  .and  the  West  India  planters  have 
not.  If  we  hear  of  negro  insurrections,  and  if  it 
were  so  that  our  slave  colonies  furnished  us  with 
daily  narratives  as  frightful  as  those  of  Ireland, 
our  answer  is  and  would  be  stem  and  concise. 
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We  should  throw  the  whole  blame  upon  the 
planters ;  we  should  tell  them  to  cease  to  be 
monsters ;  we  should  tell  them  to  deliver  their 
slaves  from  their  sufferings  by  their  own  hands ; 
we  should  be  eloquent  upon  the  necessary  con- 
nection between  misery  and  vengeance ;  and 
we  should  laugh,  if  not  refuse,  with  bitter  joy, 
when  the  public  force  was  asked  for,  to  suppress 
movements  of  which  we  should  say,  that  the 
planters  themselves  were  the  only  authors! 
If,  however,  in  addition  to  all  this,  the  planters 
should  tell  us,  that  the  single,  or  even  the  pre- 
dominant cause  of  the  mischief,  so  far  .from  ori- 
ginating with  themselves,  was  fo  be  found  in  the 
illiberal  policy  of  the  empire,  which  denied  seats 
in  Parliament,  and  silk  gowns,  to  West  India 
slaves  ;  that  the  slavery  would  go  on  in  bliss, 
provided  our  accursed  Constitution  were  but 
changed;  what,  in  that  case,  would  be  our  reply  ? 

Butlrish  landlords  are  a  more  privileged  class. 
They  may  grind  the  feces,  and  wring  the  bosoms^ 
of  that  tenantry  whose  circumstances  make 
them  their  virtual,  though  not  their  purchased. 
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slaves,  as  they  will ;  and  they,  upon  their  sys- 
tem of  living  from  hand  to  mouth,  and  for  the 
sake  of  helping  along,  and  for  the  moment,  the 
routine — I  do  not  say  of  oppression,  but  of  cupi- 
dity, imprudence,  and  misgovemment,  may  free- 
ly blame  the  empire  at  large,  as  the  source  of 
Irish  disorder ;  and  safely, and  with  countenance^ 
demand,  for  its  extinction,  or,  at  least,  for  the 
attainment  of  half  an  hour's  tranquillity,  the 
sacrifice  of  every  political  interest  of  the  empire, 
and  especially  of  that  Constitution  of  religious 
authority,  and  civil  power,  the  slow  and  hard- 
earned  growth  of  a  thousand  years  or  longer ! 

• 
I  do  flatter,  myself,  nevertheless,  that,  in  the 
course  of  the  foregoing  remarks,  I  have  advanced, 
in  your  individual  estimation  at  least,  our  argu- 
ment one  step  at  the  lowest.  I  do  think  that 
I  must  have  brought  you  to  the  point  of  ac- 
knowledging, that,  whatever  may  be  the  real 
merits  of  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation,  or,  of 
Emancipation  from  all  Religious  Disabilities, 
that  quiestion,  in  reality,  is  quite  distinct 
from,  and  only  fraudulently,  or  else  ignorantly 
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confounded  with,  the  question  o{  Irish  tran- 
quillity and  improvement.  Ireland  may  make  a 
very  good  balloon,  for  canrying  up  the  dead 
weight  of  Religious  Emancipation;  but  that 
question,  in  whatever  way  it  ought  to  be  dis* 
posed  of,  has  nothing  to  do  wit^  the  local  inte- 
rests of  Ireland.  The  Irish  peasantry  happens 
to  be  Roman  Catholic.  There  are  Romam 
Catholics  in  England,  who  want  to  hecoiae 
our  fellow-citizens.  There  are  Dissenters  from 
the  Constitution,  not  Roman  Catholics,  whose 
interests  point  the  same  way  with  those  of  the 
Irish  and  English  Roman  Catholics.  There  are 
Liberals,  who  are  the  friends  of  any  possible 
revolution  that  can  be  suggested.  There  are 
Canningites,  and  Burdettites,  and  Fitzwilliam- 
ites,  who  tell  us  that  Protestantism  and  Roman 
Catholicism  absolutely  mean  the  same  thing ; 
or,  that  the  things,  by  dint  of  looking  tenderly 
upon  each  other,  have  grown  into  perfect  like- 
nesses. There  are  dunces  in  politics,  and  maud- 
lin reasoners  of  the  world,  who  think  that 
''  religion  has  nothing  to  do  with  politics." 
These  are  all  the  links  in  the  affair. 
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Mr.  Grant,  indeed,  ascribes  the  disordersof  Ins- 
land  to  four  causes ;  or,  with  greater  strictnesis, 
to  three.  His  two  first  are,  redundant  population 
and  absence  of  employment,  but  these  are  only 
two  phrases  for  the  same  thing ;  namely,  that 
the  numb^  of  mouths  to  be  fed  is  excessive,  a^ 
compared  with  the  number  of  hands  that  can 
b^  employed  in  feeding  them.     His  second 
cause,  then,  is  illicit  distillation,  an  evil  for  which 
I  shall  have  to  offer  the  completest  remedy ; 
and  his  third,  religious  animosity,  which  our 
laws  should  meet  by  those  indirect,  those  silent, 
those    gentle,  and   those  inostentatious  mea- 
sures, whidi,  in  a  general  view,  abate  religious 
controversial  feeling,  and,  in  a  particular  view, 
would  tend  to  make  Ireland  Protestant.    There 
are  those,  we  know,  so  ignorant  of  human  nature, 
and  human  history,  as  to  suppose,  that  religioiis 
animosity  in  Ireland  (even  allowing  that  mis- 
fortune to  be  really  a  prominent  part  of  the  case, 
which  Mr.  Grant's  arrangement  seems  distinctly 
to  deny  ;  for,  it  places  religious  animoHti/  as  only 
more  operative  than  illicit  distillation,  while  the 
cap  of  his  climax  is  reserved  for  absence  of  em» 
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ployment)  ;  that  religious  animosity  has  a  mate- 
rial dependence  upon  the  denial  of  Roman  Catho- 
lic Emancipation.  But  these  persons  know  no- 
thing of  what  religious  feeling  essentially  is,  and, 
most  of  all,  they  know  nothing  of  the  essential 
character  of  Roman  Catholicism.  With  equal 
knowledge,  and  with  equal  reflection  upon  the 
nature  of  things,  they  might  imagine,  that  the 
tiger  is  blood-thirsty  only  because  he  is  caged, 
and  not  that  the  tiger  is  caged  only  because  he 
i&  blood-thirsty !  Religious  animosity  is  to  be 
tamed  but  by  all  that  belongs  to  civilisation ; 
by  all  that  culture  of  the  elegant  and  useful 
arts,  which  tends  to  the  general  softening  of 
manners;  by  commerce,  which  occupies  and 
enlarges  men's  minds;  by  wealth,  which  en- 
gages them  in  more  earthly  pursuits ;  and  by 
worldly  interests  and  gratifications,  which  cool 
,  the  rage  of  the  zealot,  and  which  withdraw 
the  devout  from  too  intense  a  contemplation 
of  celestial  things,  and  direct  some  share  of 
their  attention  to  things  sublunary.  Religious 
teachers,  indeed,  may  e^^busably  imagine, 
that  the  method,  for  quelling  the  fierceness  of  an 
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adverse  faith  consists,  in  the  kindling  an  equal 
fierceness  in  its  opposite;    but  it  belongs  to 
Governments,  and  to  secular  laws,  to  seek  the  end 
desired,  by  the  sole  means  of  indirectly  sapping 
the  foundations  of  the  mischief,andof  indirectly 
turning  the  thoughts  of  men  into  other  chan- 
nels.   There  is  a  degree  of  religious  feeling, 
and  a  code  of  religious  faith,  which  it  belongs 
to  every  particular  Government  to  support,  and 
to  cherish ;  while,  all  the  rest,  it  is  to  endeavour^ 
by  every  direct  or  indirect  resort,  to  moderate, 
and  to  suppress.     The  court  of  Rome  itself  has 
afforded  us  many  examples  of  this  truth  and 
practice ;  and  the  exercise  of  such  an  influence, 
indeed  (as  I  have  partly  before  said),  is  one  of 
the  great  ends  of  all  Churches  (that  is.  of  all  Go- 
vemments),  established,  and  sectarian.    Above 
all  things,  too,   it  belongs  to  Governments,  to 
remove  those  dvil  causes  of  political  evil,  which 
leave  superficial  men  to  suppose,  and  designing 
men  to    teach,   that  religious  difficulties  are 
paramount,  where  they  are  insignificant ;    and 
which  enable  political  parties  to  enwrap  them- 
selves with  the  imposing  name  of  religion,  while 
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nothing,  but  what  is  merely  worldly  and 
sordid,  is  at  the  real  bottom  of  their  proceed- 
ings ! 

Mr.  Grant  describes  the  essential  want  of  Ire- 
land, (and  it  is  the  essential  want  to  which  we 
should  look,  and  which  ought  to  be  the  true 
"one  thing  needful"  of  Mr.  Canning;) — Mr. 
Grant  describes  the  essential  want  of  Ireland, 
9s  consisting  in  the  want  of  employment ;  and  Mr>. 
Daly,  though  at  variance  with  the  measures  of 
Mr.  Grant,  concurs  in  that  account  of  the  evil ; 
that  is,  he  mainly  derives  Irish  insurrec- 
tion and  disturbance  from  the  "  melancholy 
condition,"  that  is,  the  starvation,  that  is,  the 
want  of  employment,  of  the  lower  orders  of  the 
population.  But,  would,  then,  the  Roman 
Catholic  victory  of  Messrs.  O'Connell  and 
Canning,  provide  for  this  essential  want;  supply 
this  *'  one  thing  needful ;"  reverse  this  "  melan- 
choly condition;"  feed  .the  starving  people; 
add  any  thing  to  Irish  employment;  advance 
Irish  industry  ;  increase  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
wealth  ?    Hear,  upon  this  head,  the  admissions 
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of    one,  among  many,   of    the  labourers  for 
Roman  Catholic  Emancipation  : — "  We  admit 
that  Emancipation^  or  by  whatever  other  name 
the  Bill  before  the  House  of  Commons  may  be 
called,  mil  not  be  very  material  to  the  body  of  the 
Catholics.     Our  firm  belief  is,  that,  excluded  as 
they  now  are  from  high  offices,  and  from  the 
distractions  of  ambition,   they  advance  more 
rapidly  in  real  power,  than  they  would  do,  if 
they  had  official  pursuits  open  to  them.    They 
now  apply  themselves  more  intensely  to  the 
acquisition  of  wealth,  their  only  means  of  dis- 
tinction, instead  of  losing  themselves  in  the 
pursuit  of  offices,  of  which  fleeting  honour  is  a 
great  part  of  the  reward.     But,  because  ad- 
missibility to  certain  offices  is  not  very  material 
to  them,  on  a  calculation  of  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence,  it  does  not  follow,  that  the  refusal  of  it 
may  not  be  a  very  fair  subject  of  discontent/' 

So,  then.  Emancipation,  it  is  confessed,  will 
not  be  very  material  to  the  body  of  the  Irish 
Catholics,  on  a  ''  calculation  of  pounds,  shil- 
lings, and  pence;"  and  yet  this  calculation, 
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and  this  only,  is  that  which  really  meets  the 
essential  want  of  Ireland;  the  means  of  making 
wealth ;  the  want  of  employment ;  the  relief  of 
that  "  melancholy  condition  ofthe  lower  orders 
of  the  population/'  which  is  the  real  leading 
cause  of  Irish  insurrection  and  disturbances, 
and  without  the  removal  of  which  cause,  every 
thing  else  would  be  found  to  go  for  nothing : 
for,  assure  yourself,  that,  with  respect  to  every 
national  question  in  Ireland,  it  would  not  signify 
a  feather,  whether  the  people  were  Roman 
Catholic  or  Protestant ;  unless,  indeed,  under 
this  single  aspect, — that  (as  the  enemies  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  would  no  doubt  have 
us  believe)  a  Protestant  population  would  starve 
more  quietly,  and  with  less  of  what  Mr.  Shiel 
calls  "  Irish  ferocity,"  than  a  Roman  Catholic 
population !  And  it  is,  therefore,  to  do  nothing, 
after  all,  "  very  material  to  the  body  of  Irish 
Roman  Catholics,"  that  we  are  to  be  solicited, 
bullied,  threatened,  cajoled,  vilified,  scolded, 
teazed,  and  joked, — into  the  **very  material" 
step,  of  surrendering  the  British  Constitution ! 
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But,  observe  the  concatenation  of  things.   By 
the  several  laws  established,  between  the  reigns 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  and  Charles  the  Second, 
for  the  furtherance  and  security  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, Roman   Catholics    were   originally    op- 
pugned in  three  several  manners.     First,  their 
religious  profession  was  treated   as   treason; 
secondly,  their  influence  in  the  State  was  en- 
deavoured to  be  lowered  and  kept  down  by 
laws  which  obstructed  their  industry,  and  their 
acquisition  of  toealth ;  lasdy,  laws,  which  had 
for    their    object  only    to    take   away  their 
domestic  political  power,  were,  in  the   reign  of 
Charles  the  Second,  established; — the  reign, 
by  the  way,  of  Charles  the  Second,  that  reign 
so  dear  to  every  enlightened  friend  of  English 
liberty ; — that  reign — that  **  one  and  the  same 
reign,"  as  justly  observed  by  Blackstone,  "  in 
which  our  lands  were  delivered  from  the  slavery 
of  military  tenures  ;   our  bodies  from  arbitrary 
imprisonment,  by  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act ;  and 
our  minds  from  the  tyranny  of  superstitious 
bigotry,    by    demolishing    this   last    badge  of 
persecution  in  the  English  law'' — meaningp  the 
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abolition  of  the  writ  (**  de  Ha^retico  combu- 
rendo")  for  burning  of  Heretics — the  latest 
sufferers  by  the  power  of  issuing  which  were  two 
Anabaptists,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,   a  reign 
which  talked  (probably   with  some  show  of 
reason)  of  ''strangers,  Anabaptists,  and  other 
vicious  persons ;"  and  two  Arians,  in  the  ninth 
of  James  the  First. — The   reign,    indeed,   of 
Charles  the  Second,  whatever  be  said,  either 
of  the  coarseness  or  the  license  of  its  manners, 
is  a  reign  that  exalts  the  JElestoration  in  English 
memory,  by  means  of  the  highest  monuments 
of  well-understood  freedom;  which  merits ^an 
eulogium  even   beyond  that   of  Blackstone; 
which  really,  and  for  the  first  time,  abolished 
civil,  as  well  as  spirittcal,  **  slavery"  in  England; 
which  abolished,  not  only  that  which  Black- 
stone,  erroneously,  or,  at  least  harshly,  and  only 
metaphorically,  calls  the  *'  slavery  of  military 
tenures'*    (for     military     tenures     were    not 
''  slavish,'*  not  servile^  not  base,   not  ignoble; 
and  Blackstone,    when  he    speaks  of    their 
**  slavery,''  is  thinking  only  of  their  burden) ; — 
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but  abolished^  also,  the  trae  ''  sli&very/*  the 
servile  or  base-born  state,  in  England; — 
abolished  iervile  tenures,  or  at  least  the  servile 
quality  before  attached  to  the  possessors; — 
made,  for  the  first  time,  the  whole  people  of  the 
kingdom  free-born,  and  raised  them,  therefore, 
withootd]stinction,to^e;tfi/ity ; — made  the  whole 
people  <tf  England  ComBtitutioDaily  gentlemen  ; — 
realised,  in  shorty  in  England,  the  early  senti- 
ment of  Louis  the  Tenth  of  France,  who  desired, 
that  all  Franks  (Frenchmen)  should  indeed  be 
*'  irdJiVB^  (freemen).  Charles  the  Second,  in  truths 
was  the  **  great  deliverer;*'  his  reign  delivered  us 
from  the  Roundheads  upon  the  one  hand,  and^ 
from  the  Roman  Catholics  upon  the  other,  and 
almost  perfected  that  Whig  Constitution  which 
William  came  afterward  to  complete ;  that  Whig 
Constitution  which  Mr.  Canning  would  now 
overthrow,  by  "  restoring"  what  existed  before 
the  time  of  Charles  the  Second  I  Oh  marvellous 
depth  of  English  historical  and  political  learn** 
ingf  ^ 

Well !  of  the  three  classes  of  laws  which  the 
3   K 
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several  reigns,  from  Henry  the  Eighth  to 
Charles  the  Second^  and  William  the  Third, 
had  established  for  Protestant  safety  against 
Roman  Catholicism^  changes  of  circumstances 
had  permitted,  or  in  some  manner  obtained, 
the  abrogation,  in  Ireland,  of  all  (and,  sorry 
am  I  to  say,  of  even  more  than  all)  except 
those  which  have  for  their  object  to  exclude 
Roman  Catholics  (torn  Constitutional  privi- 
leges;"— **  privileges'^  is  the  word  put  into  my 
mouth  by  the  Emancipationists  themselves, 
and  I  thank  them  for  the  present !  All  disabili- 
ties,  ''  on  a  calculation  of  pounds,  sbilnngs, 
and  pence,"  are  removed ;  every  thing,  that 
regards  property^  wealthy  industry,  employment^ 
subsistence,  is  open  to  them ; — religious  liberty, 
too;  the  most  perfect  religious  toleration,  is 
their's,  and  their  brethren's;  in  England;  — 
and,  now,  I  say,  mark  the  concatenation  of 
things,  and  the  hopeful  reward  of  Protestant  in* 
dulgence  to  Roman  Catholics !  All  that  we  have 
done  for  the  personal  rights  of  the  latter;  all 
that  we  have  thrown  in  their  way,  for  the 
encouragement  of  their  industry,  and  for  their 
employment,  sustentation,  and  wealth ;  all  this 
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Is  boldly  mustered  up^  as  affording  the  very 
l^ason  why  we  should  withhold  nothing  fronl 
their  political  authority! — "  The  Penal  Laws,*^ 
we  are  now  told,  **  had  the  merit  of  consistency ; 
they  were  intelligible;  while  they  irritated 
the  Catholics,  they  tended  to  weaken,  debase^ 
and  destroy  them.  The  present  state  of  the 
law  is  less  detestable,  but  more  absurd.  It 
insults  men,  whom,  in  reality,  it  does  tittle  to 
injure;  whom  it  does  nothing  to  enfeeble T 

The  progress,  therefore^  is,  that,  because  we 
have  done  everything  to  disembarrass  Irish  Ro- 
man Catholic  industry  and  property,  we  are  now 
to  remove  Irish  and  all  other  Roman  Catholic 
/K^/i^ic^i/ disabilities ;  we  have  brought  ourselves^ 
as  we  are  taught^  and  by  our  own  act,  to  the 
point,  at  which  further  denial  is  absurd.  We  have 
opened  for  them  the  door  to  riches,  and  to  all 
the  indirect  political  power  of  riches ;  and,  for 
this  very  reason,  we  are  bound,  it  is  said,  to 
open  the  other  door  also;  that  is,  the  door 
which  leads  to  direct  political  power!  We 
are  to  grant  at  least  a  portion  of  political 
3  k2 
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"  privileges,"  >—  or,  as  they  are  sometimes 
humorously  described,  Roman  Catholic  poli- 
tical*'rig-Ato /" 

And,  do  you  suppose  that,  even  here,  we 
reach  the  end  of  the  chain  of  necessary  canse- 
quences,  and  of  consistent  expectations  1  Do  you 
suppose,  that  even  the  passing  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett's  Bill  would  restore  to  our  laws  **  the 
merit  of  consistency?"  Very  far  from  it,  I 
assure  you!— Hear  what  the  Earl  of  Ormonde 
tells  his  Grand  Juries  to  say  (echoing  the  Re- 
solutions of  the  Protestant  Peers — ^Appendix, 
No.  IV),  in  the  cut-and-dry  Irish  Protestant 
Petition  for  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation, 
which  his  lordship  sends  from  London  to  Kil- 
kenny, as  Mr.  Henry  Hunt  used  to  send  his 
printed  petitions  for  Reform,  to  the  *'  industrious 
classes"  in  Lancashire! — ** Every  accession  of 
weaUh  znA  privilege,''  say,  with  great  artlessness, 
the  Earl  of  Ormonde,  and  his  dutiful  Grand 
Jury; — ^for,  every  Kilkenny  Grand-Juryman 
has  voted  as  the  Earl  of  Ormonde  bade  him ; 
— all,  save  one — one  heroic  Abdiel — 
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Faithful  among  the  faithlett. 


''  Faithful  only  ha  1" 

9 

"  Evertf  accession  of  wealth  and  privilege,*'  say, 
or  reason,  these  Irish  Protestant  patriots,  "  by 
increasing  the  capacity  of  exercising  the  highest ' 
civil  rights,  must  equally  increase  the  desire 
of  obtaining  them,  and  thus  aggravate  the  dis* 
content  o^  those  aggrieved." 

Do,  then,  the  Earl  of  Ormonde  and  his 
Grand  Jury  mean  to  say,  that,  after  thie  passing 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  Bill,  there  would  be 
none  of  the  "  highest  civil  rights"  left,  to  be 
granted  to  Roman  Catholic  subjects  ?  If  not, 
what  is  it  that  they  ingenuously  do  tell  us,  and 
what  is  the  whole  line  of  concatenation? 
Grant  wealth,  and  the  possession  of  wealth 
confers  a  right  to  privilege;  but,  grant  privilege, 
and  every  accession  of  privilege,  by  increasing  the 
capacity  to  enjoy — increases  the  desire  of 
obtaining ! 

Is  not  this,  then,  at  least  intelligible ;  and  are 
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Roman  Catholics  to  be  satisfied  so,  or  shall 
there  be  any  thing  left  to  be  *'  obtained  ?"  But 
is  this  oui;^ system?  Are  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestants  to  be  put  upon  a  footing  really  and 
truly  equal  ?  Is  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  Bill  to 
become,  )n  its  own  turn,  obsolete,  and  no  more 
than  a  mpnument  of  the  barbarism  of  the  age, 
and  of  the  men  who  shall  have  been  its  authors ; 
and  is  every  thing  Protestant  to  be  prostrated, 
in  the  end,  to  every  thing  that  is  Roman  Ca- 
tholic ?  Is  the  Constitution  to  l^e  tossed  into 
the  air,  and  to  be  scrambled  for  ?  If  not,  have 
we  no  sufficient  warning, that  now  is  the  time  to 
make  pur  stand;  to  cling  manfully  to  what 
remains ;  and  to  deny  all  that  accession  of  pri- 
vilege, which,  as  declared  by  the  Earl  of 
Ormonde  and  his  followers,  must  "  increase  the 
desire  of  obtaining''  what  remains  behind ;  and 
**  aggravate  the  discontent"  of  those  to  whom 
the  accession  is  permitted ! 

The  concatenation,  therefore,  is, — from  xvealth 
to  privilege,  and  from  privilege  to  fnore  privi- 
fege — thus  onward,  till  all  privilege  shall  be  at 
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an  end^  and  nothing  remain,  to  any  class  of  the 
King's  subjects,  but  common  rights.  That  this 
is  what  many  of  us  really  mean,  is  certain ; 
but,  then,  those  who  really  mean  this,  jshould 
have  the  honesty  to  speak  at  large,  and  t^ll  us 
fairly  the  whole  distance  to  which  they  mean  to 
lead.  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  Bill  is  a  fool  to 
it ;  and  yet,  as  you  see,  the  Earl  of  Ormonde  is 
of  opinion,  its  inevitable  tendency  is,  to  in- 
crease the  desire  pf  obtaining,  and  conse- 
quently "  aggravate,"  instead  of  allaying,  '*  the 
discontent"  of  those  concerned  ! 

And  this  sort  of  reasoning  reminds  me  of 
another  of  the  frothy  arguments  of  the  Eman- 
cipationists, by  which,  exactly  as  in  the  cases 
under  review,  our  previous  indulgence  is  made 
the  basis  of  ulterior  demand.  Sometimes, 
alas!  we  are  told  of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
blood  that  has  flowfsd  in  our  battles  upon  sea  and 
shore ;  and,  then,  the  generosity  of  Irish  Roman 
Catholics  in  this  particular,  is  made  an  over- 
whelming plea  for  Roman  Catholic  pQjifical 
Emancipation.    Thisre  is  a  short  way  of  settling 
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this  latter  4uestioii.  Will  the  Irish  Romaa 
Catholics  be  satisfied,  if  we  should  generously 
(and,  as  it  should  seem,  justly)  decline,  for  the 
future,  to  avail  ourselves  of  Roman  Catholic 
blood  in  our  battles,  since  we  reject  Roman 
Catholic  power  in  our  politics  ?  Will  the  Irish 
Roman  Catholics  be  satisfied,  if  His  Majesty 
should  recal  every  naval  and  military  commis- 
sion, now  held  by  Roman  Catholics,  and  con- 
fine, so  far,  the  loss  of  blood  and  life,  to  the 
thousands  of  English  candidates,  whom  our 
thankless  generosity  leaves  to  hew  wood  and 
draw  water,  while  Irishmen  fill  the  naval  and 
military  services?  If  not,  admire  the  impu- 
dence, which,  after  we  have  permitted  these 
persons  to  earn  the  bread  they  seek,  in  the 
employments  which  (often  from  mere  motives 
of  vanity)  they  select,  turns  upon  us,  and 
tells  us,  that  this  military  generosity  of  theirs 
(for  our  generosity  passes  for  nothing),  makes 
the  demand  of  political  power  unanswerable! 
For  God's  sake,  gentlemen,  I  say !  resign 
all  your  commissions;  throw  from  you  our 
pay,  our  paying  of  which  lays  us  under  such 
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heavy  obligations  to  you ;  keep  to  your* 
selves  your  "unbought"  —  and,  I  may  add — 
wmugbt  serrices — '*  unbought/'  like  the  ser- 
vices of  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  priesthood ; 
there  are  plenty  of  English  gentlemen,  whom,  at 
present  you  elbow  out  of  employment,  and  who 
will  jump  at  the  offer,  with  all  its  risks,  both  of 
blood  and  life  ?  How  is  it,  in  short,  at  the 
Hone  Guards  and  Admiralty  ?  Do  Irishmen 
receive  commissions  and  promotions  only  in 
defect  of  English  candidates  ?  Are  the  services 
likdy  to  fail,  if  Irish  Roman  Catholics  should 
refuse  their  help  ?  Or,  how  many  English  fax^es 
woold  not  brighten  up  to-morrow,  and  how 
many  English  youths  would  not  see  the  world 
opening  atlost  with  hope  and  cheerfulness  upon 
tiiem,  and  how  many  English  wives^  mothers, 
and  families,  would  not  be  lifted  from  penury,  if 
Irish  Roman  Catholic  commissions  were  resign- 
ed?— ^^Oenerous  souls*  theselrish  Roman  Catho- 
lics, whether  officers  or  ordinary  men !  They 
kindly  take  the  King's  and  the  nation's  pay, 
and,  in  rrtMrfi,~would  only  be  the  King's  and 
the  nation's  masters !     Or,  say  that  any  part  of 
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these  persons  are  compelled  to  serve ;  —  that 
compulsory  service,  is  what  they  owe  9iS  subjects, 
and  in  return  for  which  they  receive  the  pro- 
tection of  the  King's  laws  and  prerogatives!    It 
is    one    of  the    cruel  perplexities  of  Messrs. 
Canning  and  Plunkett,  that  they  cannot  per- 
ceive   how    we    object  to   the  exercise  and 
existence  of  the  rights  of  a  citizen  in  the  Ro- 
man Catholic,  without  impeaching  his  general 
loyalty,    and  to  his    enjoyment  of  any   per- 
sonal or  hereditary  honours,  which  it  may  be 
the  pleasure  of  the  Crown  to  bestow.     Those 
gentlemen  make  no  distinction,  between  what, 
in  this  kingdom,  we  at  once  enjoy  and  owe  as 
subjects,  and  what  as  citizens;  and  take  no  notice 
of  the  two  diverse  names  and  things.     It  is  to 
political  power  alone,  that  we   object,  in  the 
Roman    Catholic  subject  of  the    realm;    and 
against  his  enjoyment  of  which  we   protest, 
because  he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  state.   The  term 
**  citizen,"  I  grant  it,  is  not  in  common  use  in 
England,  where  all  our  forms  and  language  are 
monarchical ;  and  no  terms,  nor' thoughts,  which 
are  not  in  common  use,  are  ever  within  reach  of 
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Emancipationists ;  but  the  doctrine  I  offer,  ne- 
vertheless is  good  English  Constitutional  law. 
Lord  Molesworth  said,  that  the  Roman  Catho- 
lic could  not  be  a  **  true  subject ;"  hut,  what  his 
Lordship  meant,  was,  that  he  could  not  ful- 
fil, nor  safely  enjoy,  those  compound  duties 
and  privileges,  of  subject  and  citizen,  which  the 
Constitution  demands  of,  and  devolves  upon, 
the  real  Commons  of  England.  He  may  obey, 
but  he  cannot  command.  He  may  enjoy  laws, 
but  he  cannot  make  them. 

Of  a  piece,  too,  with  all  this,  is  the  argu- 
ment of  Roman  Catholic  love  of  liberty, 
deduced  from  the  throng  of  Irish  Roman 
Catholic  military  adventurers  to  South  Ame- 
rica! Did  they  go  there  to  give  liberty 
to  others,  or  to  get  bread  for  themselves? 
Did  they  go  from  any  motive  of  virtuous 
romance,  or  from  the  desire  of  personal  and 
worldly  advancement,  subsistence,  and  lucre  ? 
I  ask,  again,  what  had  liberty  to  do  with  the 
matter?  And,  indeed,  if  liberty  —  if  that 
which  Protestants  call  liberty — if  principles  of 
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civil  liberty — and  not  merely  the  separation  of 
one  country  of  human  bondagefrom  another  coun- 
try of  human  bondage^  were  less  than  the  whole 
question, — the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  lover  of 
civil  liberty  could  scarcely  have  chosen  a  less 
propitious  region  than  Roman  Catholic  Ame- 
rica !  An  Irishman,  a  certain  Mr.  Burke,  or 
Mr.  Bourke  (whether  an  Irish  Protestant,  or 
one  of  those  Irish,  and  other  British  Roman 
Catholics,  whom  Mr.  Moore  seems  to  have  in 
view,  when  he  talks  of  ''religionists,  that 
suffer,  from  the  point  of  honour,  for  a  faith 
which  they  do  not  believe,''  or  of  what  other 
class  of  Irishmen  I  know  not),  carried,  once,  his 
valour  and  his  blood,  and  his  notions  of  liber- 
ty, to  Caraccas,  as  the  imagined  land  of /ederfy. 
Arrived,  he  proposed  to  himself  to  improve 
upon  the  public  declarations  already  made, 
by  the  addition  of  a  decree  for  abolishing  all 
**  religious  distinctions,"  and  establishing  a  full 
liberty  of  worship.  He  opened  his  mind,  and 
the  sons  of  South  American  liberty  opened  their 
minds  also ;  that  is,  the  Irish  teacher  of  liberty 
was  driven,  by  his  Roman  Catholic  pupils,  to 
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re-embark  as  quickly  as  he  was  able,  to  avoid 
the  alternative  of  stoning  ! — Will  it  never  be  im- 
derstood,  that  a  people  may  fight  for  indepen^ 
dence,  and  yet  not  fight  for  liberty;  or,  will  the 
significations  of  the  two  words,  *'  liberty"  and 
"  independence,"  be   eternally   confounded? 

There  is,  indeed,  upon  that  subject,  a  constant 
error,  whether  as  to  South  or  North  America, 
or  to  other  countries.  A  body  of  men,  which 
submits  to,  or  even  cherishes,  the  most  des- 
potic form  of  Government,  or  the  institutions 
most  at  variance  with  what  we,  in  England, 
commonly  call  "  freedom,"  or  "  liberty,"  and 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  is  no  more  than  a  par- 
ticular description  of  "  freedom,"  or  **  liberty ;" 
may  yet  yield  to  none,  in  the  desire  of  national 
**  independence."  Now  it  is  not  for  establish- 
ing abstract  principles  of  liberty,  in  matters 
of  internal  government,  and  still  less  for  the 
communication  of  eqtial  liberties,  or  eqtuil  rights, 
to  all  the  inhabitants,  or  even  patives,  of  their 
territory,  that  the  South  Americans  have  fought; 
nor  was  it  for  either  of  these  things,  that  the 
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North  Americans  fought  before  them.  In  botfr 
cases,  the  war  was  and  is  for  national  indepen-' 
dence;  and  it  is  for  want  of  attending  to  this 
distinction,  that  Mr.  Moore  describes  the  terri- 
tory of  the  United  States,  as  a  landy 

•* where  Bayard  Freedom  waves 


Her  fustian  flag>  in  mockery,  over  tlave^ ;" 

that  the  same  sentiment  is  in  so  many  other 
mouths,  in  respect  of  the  same  country,  and 
the  British  empire ;  and  that  blunders  are  com- 
mitted with  respect  to  South  America,  and 
perhaps  with  respect  to  Greece,  and  to  many 
other  insurrectionary  regions.  The  French^ 
indeed,  proclaimed  the  equality  of  rights^  a  prin- 
ciple with  which  they  fanatically  identified  that 
of  equality  of  conditions;  but  Done,of  the  other 
countries  that  I  have  named,  no  more  than 
any  country  of  the  ancient  world,  ever  set  up 
a  similar  standard. 

I  have  been  led  into  these  digressions,  by  re- 
flecting upon  the  great  truth,  that  Irish  Roman 
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Catholic  Emancipation  can  do  nothing  for  Irish 
Roman  Catholic  wealth ;  that  it  is  wealth,  in 
the  mean  time— wealth  distributed  through  all 
the  population, — which  is  the  only  real  want  of 
Ireland,  and  the  only  main  source  of  tranquilli- 
sation ;  while  a  subsidiary  source  ought  to  be 
looked  for,  in  adequate  measures  for  the  pre- 
servation of  the  peace.  My  own  system  of 
Irish  government,  too,  when  entirely  developed, 
will  be  found  to  go  directly,  in  all  its  parts,  to 
the  acknowledged  features  of  the  case;  for, 
beside  repressing,  with  a  strong  hand,  the  com- 
mittal of  breaches  of  the  peace,  I  aim  at  re- 
moving the  tendency  to  committal,  and  this,  by 
pouring  riches  into  Ireland,  and  by  no  other 
means  whatever.  Withholding  only  all  en- 
couragement from  Roman  Catholicism,  and 
leaving  every  indirect  influence  to  work  against 
it,  I  should  aim  to  draw  all  men  to  the  Consti- 
tution, instead  of  proposing  to  bend  the  Con- 
stitution to  every  diverse  and  individual  fancy; 
and,  for  my  reward,  I  should  promise  myself, 
first  and  quickly,  a  peaceable  Ireland,  and,  se- 
condly and  ultimately,  a  Protestant  Ireland ; 
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and  this,  without  a  shadow  of  persecution  or 
of  violence ;  without  oppressing  or  unduly  re- 
straining any  man ;  and  without,  as  I  have  just 
intimated,  making  any  effort  even,  against  Ro- 
man Catholicism,  except  that  of  rolling  over  it 
the  soft,  and  yet  all-burying  tide  of  peace, 
industry,  and  riches ;  a  tide  that,  at  the  same 
time,  would  be  laden  with  the  noble  burdens 
of  arts,  letters,  and  science. 
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LETTER  XXXVI. 

Which  party,  or,  which  interest,  how- 
ever, in  the  State,  is  likely  (as  I  again  ask)  to 
approve  of  such  a  system  of  Irish  Government 
as  mine  ?  Supposing  the  prospect  of  its  benefits 
be  really  such  as  I  describe  it,  to  which  party, 
and  which  interest,  is  such  a  prospect  in  any 
degree  alluring?  Ifitwouldtranquillise  Ireland, 
without  overtlurowing  our  Whig  Constitution — 
the  Constitution  of  Church  and  King — what 
would  it  be,  but  parting  with  the  watch-word  of 
''  Ireland/'  and  with  all  the  guilty  hopes  which 
are  connected  with  that  watch-word, — ^should 
either  Roman  Catholics,Protestants, Dissenters, 
Unitarians,  or  Liberals,  thus  lose  the  chance 
of  destroying  the  Constitution,  and  of  obtain- 
ing a  triumph,  so  estimable,  in  these  generalising 
days,  for  the  *'  enlightened"  public ; — that,  of 
establishing,  as  a  maxim  of  the  British  State^ — 
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"  That  religion  has  nothing  to  do  with  politics?" 
If  its  ulterior  operation  has  any  chance  (as  I 
represent  it  to  have)  of  eradicating  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion  in  Ireland^  what  conscientious 
Roman  Catholic,  priest  or  layman,  but  must  be 
expected  to  prefer  the  continuance  of  Irish  dis- 
order and  violence,  to  such  a  sustenance  and 
extension  of  the  red  and  flickering  light  of 
Heresy ;  and  the  tendency  of  Irish  calamities, 
and  the  story  of  them,  to  procure  that  Emanci- 
pation which  must  hare  the  very  opposite  result, 
of  re-establishing  the  Romish*Church,  as  well 
in  Ireland,  as  throughout  this  kingdom,  and 
beyond  it  ?-^'*  Out  of  evil/'  they  will  say, 
"  Cometh  good!"  Lastly,  what  patriot  (so 
called)  is  to  make  his  way  to  fame,  or  to  power, 
or  to  money,  by  means  of  the  tranquillisation 
and  enriching  of  Ireland,  and,  through  Ire* 
land,  of  the  whole  empire,  in  amannier  untinged 
with  revolution?  lam  afraid  on  the  contrary, 
that  those,  who  know  anything  of  political  life, 
will  judger  with  too  experimental  a  force  of 
truth  upon  this  question !  They  will  see,  at 
once,  that  an  offer  to  serve  Ireland,  without 
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including  in  it  a  prospect  of  public  or  private 
gain  for  any  person  or  party ;  —  a  public 
undertaking,  not  subservient  to  exclusive  in- 
terestSy  —  has  little  to  recommend  it  to  any. 
description  of  men !  The  Emancipation  Job» 
as  it  stands  at  present,  is  the  property  of  a 
Joint-stock  Company. — **  Great  public  advan- 
tage," are  the  words  that  open  the  Prospectus ; 
but,  provision  for  Chairmen,  Directors,  Secre- 
taries, Treasurers,  Doctors,  and  Lawyers,  comes 
below;  Roman  Catholics,  Dissenters,  and  Libe- 
rals, are  to  fatten  by  the  success;  afxd  silk  gowns, 
places,  and  replenished  coffers,  are  to  be  the 
rewards  of  individual  activity !  There  vras  a 
paltry  discussion,  the  other  day,  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  as  to  the  votes,  upon  bills  for  gas- 
light and  rail-road  companies,  of  members  who 
were  holders  of  shares!  But  oh!  the  peevishness 
of  such  a  cavil !  If  no  member  had  voted  for 
the  Roman  Catholic  Relief  Bill  (Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  among  the  rest)  but  such  as  was  disencum* 
bered  of  all  private  bias  in  his  vote — some  ayes 
there  certainly  would  still  have  been ; — but,  can 
you  guess  how  many  ? 
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The  Earl  of  Ormonde's  efforts,  in  Ireland, 
in  the  cause  of  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation, 
are  thus  spoken  of  by  a  writer  in  Ireland : — 
"  The  Earl  of  Ormonde  has  sent  over,  from 
London^  a  Protestant  petition  in  favour  of  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation;  and  it  has  already 
received  the  signatures  of  most  of  the  Protes- 
tant Nobility  and  Gentlemen  connected  with 
the  county.  Every  individual  of  the  Grand 
Jury  has  signed  it,  except  one.  Much  diver- 
sity of  opinion  prevails  here,  with  respect  to 
this  document,  coming,  as  it  d6es  on  the  eve 
of  a  new  election.  The  Earl  of  Ormonde  has 
never  been  considered  as  very  zealous  in  the 
Catholic  cause;  and  his  present  ardour  is 
attributed  to  the  fears  he  entertains  of  seeing  a 
rival  triumph  over  his  influence  in  the  county. 
The  Honourable  Colonel  Butler,  who  is  a 
member  of  a  different  branch  of  the  family, 
is  starting  on  the  independent  interest,  and  has 
Teceived  the  most  flattering  assurances  of  sup- 
port; a  severe  contest  is  expected  to  take 
place,  between  him  and  Mr.  Butler  Clarke,  the 
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brother  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde;  and  the 
general  opinion  is,  that  the  former  will  be 
returned." 

The  state  of  things  in  Ireland,  produced  by 
the  admission  of  Roman  Catholic  voters,  (see 
Irish  Freeholders,  Appendix,  No.  V),  and  by 
the  disastrous  menaces  of  the  influence  of  that 
state,  upon  the  state  of  things  throughout  the 
kingdom,  produced  by  the  British  Union  with 
Ireland,  is  plainly  developed  in  the  above ;  but 
Mr.  Shiel  leads  us  a  step  further  in  the  appal- 
ling history,  and,  in  conjunction  with  Colonel 
Butler,  shows  us,  in  his  legal  capacity,  some- 
thing still  more  urgent  than  electioneering  in  the 
Ormonde  politics ;  andr  fills  us  with  the  most 
unqualified  distrust  of  every  Irish  vote,  either 
Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant ^  concerning  either 
Ireland  or  Emancipation ! 

Colonel  the  Honourable  Charles  Henry  Butler 
(just  above  named)  proposed  and  carried^  at  a 
late  meeting  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny,  the 
Resolution,  a  copy  of  which  follows : — "  Re- 
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solved.  That  the  degrading  disqualification  of 
seven  millions  of  British  citizens,  generates  passions 
which  arrest  the  progress  of  .  ational  improve - 
ment>  interfere  with  the  education  of  the  people, 
impede  the  circulation  of  British  capital,  dete- 
riorate  the  value  of  property/,  render  its  title 
insecure,  offer  an  allurement  to  the  enemies  of 
Great  Britain,  and  thereby  endanger  the  stabi- 
lity of  the  empire/* 

But  Mr.  Shiel,  in  supporting  the  Resolution^ 
was  still  more  explicit,  and  still  more  lachry- 
mose, upon  the  subject  of  the  deterioration  of 
Irish  property,  consequent  upon  its  insecurity  of 
title; — consequent,  let  us  remember, — not  upon 
the  denial,  but  upon  the  agitation,  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  claims.  He  assured  us  that,  in  England, 
the  Earl  of  Ormonde's  estate,  of  twelve  thou- 
sand per  annum,  had  sold  for  four  hundred  and 
eighty  thousand  pounds,  or  forty  years'  pur- 
chase ;   while  a  landed  property  of  the  Noble 
Lord,  in  Ireland,  had  gone  a  begging,   at  I 
forget  what  humble  offer:  "  Irish  securities,*' 
said  the  gentleman  learned  in  bonds,  convey- 
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ances,  and  mortgage  deeds, ''  fell  with  the  hopes 
of  Ireland !  Capitalists,  who  were  prepared  to 
advance  enormous  sums  on  mortgages  of  Irish 
estates,  immediately  receded  from  their  con- 
tract; British  speculation  turned  away  from 
the  country  wh^^e  the  dominion  of  discord  was 
restored.  Where  is  the  man  mad  enough  to 
vest  his  capital  in  a  country  which  stands  on 
the  very  brink  of  convulsion?  It  is,  in  this 
view,  of  as  much  importance  to  Protectants,  as 
to  Catholics,  that  Ireland  should  be pac^icd'' 

Here,  then,  it  is,  that,  at  once,  we  have  the 
solutions  of  a  hundred  mysteries !  Here  is  at 
least  one  of  the  sources  of  the  zeal  of  the  Pro- 
testant Butlers ;  here,  of  that  of  so  many  other 
*'  opulent  and  noble"  Protestants  in  Ireland; 
here,  of  the  Resolutions  (see  Appendix,  No.  IV) 
at  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's;  here,  of  the 
shouts,  and  tossing  of  hats,  of  the  Jewtand  mo- 
ney-changers at  the  Stock  Exchange,  upon  the 
annunciation  of  the  Emancipation  majority  (see 
Appendix,  No,  VII) ;  here,  of  the  zeal  of  The 
Times  for  Emancipation,  amid  all  its  rancour 
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against  the  Roman  Catholic  religion ;  here,  of 
so  much  of  the  Emancipation  majority  itself,  at 
Westminster,  and  in  Ireland;  here,  the  sub- 
stantial pivot  of  so  many  other  public  presses, 
while  the  flutter  of  disinterested  and  philosophi- 
cal Liberalism,  is  but  the  answer  and  echo  of  the 
silly  flock,  to  the  artful  and  sordid  cry  of  the 
decoy-bird ;  or,  the  same,  as  when  we  behold 
children  and  monkeys  imitate,  for  sport,  what 
they  see  performed  by  men,  for  business,  and 
with  the  gravest  design  !  Set  the  Emancipation 
story  afloat,  say  its  cunning  projectors,  and 
the  reare  thousands  to  repeat  it,  if  only  out  of  ad- 
miration, or  for  a  thousand  little  purposes  of  their 
own ;  foreign,  perhaps,  from  the  original  one, 
and  yet,  also,  perhaps,  quite  as  selfish !  It  is  in 
this  manner  that  you  may  commonly  get  more 
or  less  of  your  work  executed  gratis  1 

In  tne  unnatural  condition  in  which  our 
miserable  politics  have  placed  Ireland,  it  is  the 
wealth  of  Ireland  that  seeks  to  sell  Ireland  and 
England  together;  and  that,  contrary  to  the 
usual  and  wholesome  order  of  things,  all  local 


Digitized  by 


Google 


889 

interests,  local  influence,  and  local  votes,  are, 
more  than  all  others,  to  be  guarded  against ! — 
**  Amid  the  lower  orders  of  inhabitants,''  says 
Mr.  Shiel,  *'  it  is  true  that  much  bitterness  of 
feeling  continues ;  those,  who  have  no  other  su- 
periority, cling  with  a  natural  tenacity  to  the 
prerogatives  of  a  patrician  creed ;  but,  the  en- 
lightened, the  opulent,  and  the  noble,  who  rest 
their  ascendancy  upon  a  better  title,  are  weary 
of  discord,  and  call  for  the  pacification  of  Ire- 
land."   But,  let  us  take  Mr.  ShieFs  facts,  and 
subjoin  to  them  our  own  explanations!     A 
comment  upon  the  whole  of  Mr.  ShieFs  ver- 
sion would  lead  me  too  far ;  but,  let  us  under- 
stand, that  the  **  enlightened,  the  noble,  and 
the  opulent,"  in  Ireland,  look  to  Emancipation 
for  raising  the  value  of  Irish  securities, — while  the 
**  lower  orders"  have  not  the  same  motive  for 
betraying  their  country !    Mr.  Shiel's  exposi- 
tion of  the  patriotism  of  the  **  enlightened,  the 
noble  and  opulent"  in  Ireland,  reminds  me  of  the 
piety  of  Jacques  Cartier,  who  prayed  the  Court 
of  France  to  colonise  Canada ;  and  who,  having 
previously  set  forth,  that  the  colonisation  would 
both  enlarge  the  commerce  in  beaver-skins,  and 
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bring  about  the  Christian  conversion  of  the  In- 
dians,— declared,  in  aneloquent  peroration,  that 
the  undertaking  would  be,  ''  for  the  glory  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  the  benefit  of  the  fur-trade  T 

And,  will  you  pardon  me,  if,  here,  with  the 
mention  of  Canada  and  the  Canadian  fur-trade 
on  my  pen,  I  add  a  word,  in  expression  of  my 
esteem  for  the  memory  of  the  late  William 
M'Gillivray,  Esq.,  of  Peine-au-Ghael,  in  the 
Isle  of  Mull,  and  of  Montreal;  whose  death,  in 
London,  is  announced  while  I  am  writing  this 
Letter?  I  am  one  of  those ''  innumerable  travel- 
lers and  strangers,  who  have  partaken  of  his 
generous  hospitality ;"  and  who,  as,  I  doubt  not 
with  110  more  than  general  justice,  the  historian 
of  the  event  anticipates/' will  hear  of  his  decease 
with  sentiments  of  no  common  regret."  I  even 
venture  to  class  myself  with  those  '*  many 
friends,  to  whom,  as  it  is  added^  ''  his  amiable 
disposition,  and  gentle  manners^  had  endeared 
him ;"  for,  during  my  visit  to  Canada,  I  wit- 
nessed, and  esteeined^  his  possession  of  those 
qualities,  and  was  persuaded  of  his  equal  pos-- 
session  of  those  ''  talents  and  meritSi  as  a  man 
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of  business,  which  long  placed  him  at  the  head 
of  the  management  of  the  head  of  the  North- 
West  Company,  and  which  recommended  him 
to  a  membership  of  the  Legislative  Council  of 
Lower  Canada." — I  am  probably,  however,  in- 
debted to  him,  still  more  largely  than  most 
others,  for  a  liberal  and  zealous  communication 
of  that  knowledge,  comprehensive  as  well  as 
minute,  of  the  Indian  countries  and  their  inha- 
bitants, westward  of  Canada,  which  he  had  so 
fully  and  experimentally  acquired,  and  was  so 
well  able  to  impart.  Mr.  M^GiUivray  wtent 
into  the  Indian  countries  very  young,  and  was 
engaged,  at  different  periods,  in  defending  the 
interests  of  the  North- West  Company  against 
formidable  European  rivals.  The  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  to  the  northward,  and  the  South- 
West  Company,  in  the  interest  of  which  was  the 
late  Sir  Alexander  M*Kenzie,  were  to  be  with- 
stood, at  earlier  dates;  and,  more  lately,  amid 
the  colonial  operations  of  the  Earl  of  Selkirk, 
that  nobleman  made  Mr.  M'Gillivray  his  mili- 
tary prisoner,  at  Fort  William,  upon  Lake  Supe- 
rieur ;  a  fort  which  had  been  built  by  the  Nofth- 
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West  Company  long  before,  and  named  after  Mr. 
M'Gillivray. 

Mr.  M'Gillivray,  as  well  as,  generally,  all 
those  who  had  shared  in  his  pursuits,  constantly 
inculcated  upon  me  a  high  degree  of  respect 
for  the  character,  conduct,  and  manners  of  the 
North  American  Indians,  while  they  remain 
uncorrupted  by  European  connection ;  and,  in 
reference  to  Mr.  Wilberforce's  plans  for  their 
benefit,  Mr.  M'Gillivray  was  used  to  say,  that 
if  Government  really  wished  to  serve  the  Indians, 
the  way  was,  to  prevent  white  men  from  going 
among  them  at  all !  Mr.  M'Gillivray  was  deeply 
imbued  with  an  Indian,  and,  I  hope,  I  may  add, 
a  Highland  love  of  truth ;  and  made  it  a  marked 
subject  of  complaint,  that  there  was  **  so 
little  truth  in  Canada." — ^The  spread  of  the  fur- 
trade,  in  the  mean  time,  and  the  intercourse 
between  the  Indians  and  the  Canadians,  drove 
very  far  to  the  westward,  the  line  at  which  Mr. 
M'Gillivray  could  begin  to  give  a  high  charac- 
ter of  the  old  inhabitants. — What  I  have  been 
uniformly    struck   with,  in  those  respectable 
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North  West  fur-traders,  with  whom  I  have  had 
the  pleasure  of  conversiug,  is  this ;  that,  having 
gone  into  the  Indian  countries  at  very  early 
ages,  and  remained  there,  in  most  instances, 
without  interruption,  till  mature  life ;  having 
known  the  Indians  chiefly  through  the  medium 
of  commerce,  and  having  no  theory  to  support, 
nor  no  romance  left  uncorrected  by  experience; 
their  unvarying  language  concerning  them  was 
distinctly  favourable,  and  full  of  the  most  care- 
ful and  respectful  discrimination  between  their 
faults  and  virtues.  The  Indians  abound  in  reli- 
gious sentiment  and  ceremonies;  and  their  High- 
land sojourners  have  repeatedly  told  me,  that, 
amid  the  want  of  different  religious  opportu- 
nities, they  were  always  accustomed  to  join  the 
Indians,  in  their  pagan  and  pious  prayers,  songs, 
dances,  and  other  celebrations,  in  worship  of 
the  "Master  of  Life."  The  French  Canadian 
traders  are  equally  in  the  same  story.  Upon 
my  putting  some  questions,  in  Montreal,  relative 
to  the  Indian  character,  to  the  late  M.  Chaboyer, 
that  gentleman  stopped  me  with  the  caveat, 
"  Monsieur,  les  sauvages  ne  sont  pad  des  ani- 
maux!" — This  was  my  own  persuasion;  but 
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I  hadfound  only  ill  impressions  concerning  them 
in  the  United  States,  where  religious  prejudices, 
and  Indian  wars,  have  placed  the  Indian  name 
in  bad  odour.  The  fur-trade  of  Canada  culti- 
vates friendship  with  the  Indians;  but  the 
agriculture  of  the  United  States,  quite  the  op- 
posite.— I  have  digressed,  however,  as  usual ; 
while  I  intended  only  to  put  upon  paper  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  esteem  which  I  enter- 
tained for  the  late  Mr.  M*Gillivray. 

But,  do  I  mean  to  say,  that  in  all  this,  there  is 
no  picture  of  real  political  evil  in  Ireland?  Do 
I  mean  to  speak  with  any  very  great  severity  of 
the  Ear!  of  Ormonde?  Assuredly  not.  The  vice 
is  in  our  Irish  political  system,  by  the  •effect  of 
which  the  interests  of  the  State  have  been  made 
capable  of  conflicting  with  the  interests — the 
honest  interests— of  individuals !  A  well-ordered 
Government  admits  of  no  such  conflicts.  It 
smiles  at  all  the  projects  of  selfishness— it  pro<* 
vides  that  the  success  of  them  all  shall  only  so 
much  the  more  advance  the  public  good.  It 
shows,  not  by  sermons,  but  by  measures, — 

"  That  true  self-loTe  and  social  are  the  same." 
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iThe  chain,  in  our  embarrassment  with  Ire«- 
land,  is  visible  from  link  to  link*  A  fatal  error, 
while  Ireland  was  a  separate  kingdom,  gave 
votes  for  Parliament — ^which  yet  remain  to  be 
given  in  England — to  th<»se  who  are  fwt  citizens 
of  the  State — to  Roman  Catholics.  The  Union 
gave  those  non-citissen  voters,  the  right  of  voting 
for  a  Parliament  which  governs  England  along 
with  Ireland.  Preposterous  extension !  Many 
more  than  three-fourths  of  the  Parliamentary 
electors  of  Ireland  (see  Appendix,  No.  VII),  are 
non-citizens.  The  power,  still  open,  of  agitat** 
ing  the  further  pretensions  of  non-citizens, 
affords  the  means  of  threatening  the  peace  of 
Ireland.  Threatening  the  peace^  makes  landed 
title  insecure,  and  of  inferior  value. — **  Irish 
securities  fall ;"  and,  men  of  property^  in  Ire- 
land, whether  Roman  Catholic  or  Protestant, 
naturally  preferring  their  private  interests,  to 
every  other,  turn  their  backs  upon  all  ques* 
tions,  except  the  question,  of  what  it  id  that 
may  be  hoped  for,  to  raise  the  value  of  Irish 
securities!  Living  from  hand  to  mouth — only 
lodgers  in  the  house  of  the  State,  even  the 
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question,  of  how  long  the  sacrifice  of  the 
Constitution  will  fill  the  maw  of  Irish  dis- 
order, is,  to  them,  of  insignificant  concern. 
If  it  will  but  raise,  among  the  Jews  in  the  City, 
the  value  of  Irish  securities  for  a  single  day, 
even  that,  to  them,  is  worth  the  whole  !  The 
rich  are  not,  in  all  circumstances,  the  best  and 
most  faithful  guardians  of  the  public  interests. 
That  they  are  never  such,  is  what  the  Liberals 
and  Radicals  are  commonly  loud  to  tell  us ; 
but  the  Roman  Catholic  Question  involves  sur- 
prising anomalies — forces  its  copartners  upon 
"strange  bed-fellows!" — A  still  more  obvious 
truth  is  this ;  that  local  authorities  are  not  always 
the  most  conclusive,  as  to  general  interests  in 
local  affairs.  We  do  not  submit  it  to  the 
port  of  Liverpool,  to  determine,  for  the  king- 
dom, what  ought  to  be  the  commercial  privileges 
of  all  the  ports  of  the  island  ;  and  we  ought 
not  to  delegate  to  Irish  voices,  the  power  of 
governing  Ireland,  and,  through  Ireland,  (what 
is  no  exaggerated  statement  of  the  case),  the 
power  of  governing  the  whole  kingdom ! 

But,  the  state  of  evil  admitted,   the  next 
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»  consideration  is  the  remedy.  The  fiend,  as  usual, 
is  at  our  elbow ;  and  boldly  tells  us,  that  we 
have  already  done  so  much  that  is  bad,  as  to 
leave  us  no  choice,  about  going  onward  to  do 
more!  For  my  part,  I  admire  a  difierent 
scheme  of  action^ 

I  turn,  in  the  mean  time,  from  the  painful 
picture  in  Ireland — the  work,  far  rather,  of  pub- 
lic, than  of  private  vice, — to  the  consideration 
of  the  distresses  really  and  lawfully  remediable 
in  Ireland  ;  and  to  the  contrast,  to  which  I  refer 
once  more,  between  the  condition  of  the  free- 
labourer  in  Ireland,    and  the    slave-labourer 
in  the  West  Indies,  under  the  respective  pro- 
prietors of  the  lands !     I  have  said  that,  in  the 
West  Indies,  the  wants  of  the  labourer  form 
the   first  question,   and   the  surplus    for  the 
proprietor,!  the  second;  while,  in  Ireland,  the 
proprietor  takes  every  thing,  come  what  will 
of  the  labourer !    A  recent  letter  from  Jamaica 
affords  me  a  tolerably  striking  example  of  the 
truth  of  what  I  then  said.     You  will  see,  in 
the  passage  I  shall  quote,  that  upon  an  estate 
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in  that  Island,  where,  the  last  year,  crops  to 
the  value  of  no  more  than  one  hundred  and  jifly 
pounds  were  gathered,  a  sum  of  three  thousand 
pounds  was  expended,  in  the  support  of  the 
live  stock,  and  negro  labourers.  You  will 
readily  understand,  also,  that  if,  upon  the 
other  hand,  the  produce  bad  reached  the  value 
of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
three  thousand  pounds  of  that  sum  would  have 
remained  upon  the  estate,  for  the  support  of 
the  labourers,  and  the  rest,  and  only  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds  would  have  reached  the 
absentee  proprietor;  and,  hence,  remember, 
too,  that  you  will  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  few 
conclusions,  as  to  the  relatively  enviable  con* 
ditions  of  the  West  India  slave,  and  Irish  firee- 
labourer  in  Ireland !  The  following  is  the  extract 
from  [the  Jamaica  letter: — '*  With  respect  to 
the  state  of  the  island,  all  is  quietness  and 
content  among  the  slave-population ;  but  their 
masters  are  dreadfully  and  seriously  pinched 
for  money ;  and  the  crops  have  entirely  failed, 
in  consequence  of  the  total  absence  of  rain. 
— I  was  passing  through  an  estate,  on  Sunday 
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IsoA,  where  the  annual  expense^  for  the  keep^ 
kc.  of  negroes,  live  stock,  &c.^  is  3^000/.  and 
only  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  was  made« 
This  is  pretty  much  the  case  on  this  side  i)i 
the  island.  A  number  of  estates  must  come 
to  the  hammer/' 

1  have  defended  absefiieeimi,  and  even  argued^ 
that/ in  the  anomalous  state  of  Irish  affairs,  it 
is  a  practice  eminently  &vourable  to  the  higher 
interests  of  the  (Jnited  Kingdom ;  and  I  very 
much  approve,  therefore,  of  the  absence  from 
Ireland,  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire,  and  all  the  rest  of  great  and  small 
Emancipation  Irish  landlords,  though  for  very 
d^rent  reasons  from  those  adduced  by  the 
Morning  Chronicle  and  Mr.  M^CuUoch  ;  the 
notable  counsel,  whose  briefs  call  upon  them  to 
make  out,  that  Emancipation,  and  not  residence^ 
is  tiie  cure  for  Irish  wounds*    I  defend,  too  (at 
least,  I  apologise),  for  those  who  seek  to  raise 
the  value  of  Irish  securities  by  means  of  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation;   and  this,   because  T 
admit,  that  men  are  the  creatiires  of  circum« 
3  M  2 
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stances  ;  that,  in  cases  like  these,  their  stars  are 
more  faulty  than  themselves ;  that  the  vice  is 
fundamentally  in  the  laws,  and  not  in  the  offen- 
ders. I  am  no  enemy  of  the  Earl  of  Ormonde ;  I 
would  have  his  Irish  estates  sell  or  mortgage  to 
the  best  possible  advantage;  only,  I  protest 
against  raising  the  value  of  Irish  securities,  by 
sinking  that  of  the  British  Constitution.  I  am 
as  solicitous  to  raise  the  value  of  Irish  securities, 
to  minister  to  the  wants  of  the  Earl  (now  Mar- 
quess) of  Ormonde,  and  the  Duke  of  Bucking- 
ham, and  those  of  all  their  noble  co-partners  in 
electioneering  or  pecuniary  interests,  as  them- 
selves ;  only,  I  call  upon  the  country  not  to 
**  curse  them  with  their  prayers;" — not  to  at- 
tempt to  serve  them,  as  to  their  private  fortunes, 
fallaciously,  and  to  them^  and  to  all  of  us,  as  to 
public  interests,  ruinously;  but,  to  seek  to  raise 
the  value  of  Irish  securities,  through  means 
really  appropriate  to  the  tranquillisation  and  en- 
richingof  Ireland.  I  happen  to  know,  from  their 
own  mouths,  that  more  than  one  of  the  noble  sub- 
scribers to  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's  Resolu- 
tions, are  as  adverse  as  myself,  under  a  public 
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view,  and  upon  general  and  public  principles,  to 
Roman  Catholic  Emancipation ;  but  what,  never- 
theless, is  to  be  done  ?  The  political  arrangements 
of  the  empire  have  placed  Protestants,  as  well  as 
others,  possessing  property  in  Ireland,  in  a  certain 
position.     Political  conduct,   as  Mr.  Canning 
says,  is  made  up  of  the  mixed  considerations  of 
political  principle  and  political  expedience ;  now, 
the  vicious  state  of  things  in  Ireland  has  created 
a  supposed  and  superficial. etrpeJie/^ce  for  Roman 
Catholic   Emancipation  there  (for  that  word, 
*•  therfe,"  and  what  belongs  to  it,  explains  the 
limited  views  of  the  Irish  Emancipationists,  and 
how  it  is,  that  the  poor  English  Roman  Catho- 
lics, and  the  poor  Dissenters,  may  go  to  the  devil, 
if  they  please,  and  in  the  meantime,  for  any- 
thing that  Mr.Canning,  and  the  expedience-men 
of  the  party,  wish !);  and,  why,  then,  should  it  be 
expected,  that  private  persons,  without  zeal  for 
martyrdom;  pressed,  either  by  their  own  neces- 
sities,  or  by  those  of  their  friends  ; — or,  fairly 
disposed  to  improve  their  fortunes ; — or^.  moved 
by  the  spirit  of  good-fellowship  and  gentlemanly 
accommodation; — and  not  very  long-sighted  all 
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the  whil^ ;  why  is  it  to  be  expected,  that  these 
noble  and  gentle  persons  should  be  such 
'•  bigots,"  as  to  stickle  wholly  for  **  principle," 
and  sacrifice  nothing  to  **  expedience  ?"  As  to 
those,  who  are  in  trouble,  or  in  debt,  it  is  their 
poverty,  and  not  their  will,  that  consents ;  and 
that  drives  them  from  the  high  and  holy  road  of 
principle,  into  the  cruel  and  thorny  path  of 
political  prostitution !  But,  all  this,  as  I  say 
again  and  again,  is  the  fault  of  the  public  sys- 
tem, more  than  of  the  private  men;  and  such  as, 
with  this,  as  well  as  with  so  many  other  views, 
ought  to  be  rectified  without  delay.  Talk  of 
Emancipation-doing  nothing  for  Roman  Catholic 
power;  why,  already,  and  in  the  example 
before  us,  we  see  the  result  of  the  unprincipled 
concessions  thus  far  made !  Non^dtizens  of  the 
State,  in  Ireland,  have  been  invested  with  politi- 
cal power,  to  an  extent  which,  if  described,  in 
its  proper  shape,  to  a  citizen  ot  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  pr  of  any  other  country  into 
which  the  idea  of  a  Free  Constitution  of  Go-^ 
vemment  has  ever  been  received ;— and  we  see, 
th^t  even  now,  this  body  oi  mn-cUizens,  traitor« 
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ously  invested  with  power — these  seven  mil- 
Uom  of  bug-bears,  whose  names  are  incessantly 
rung  in  our  ears — already  frighten  real  cUizens 
into  their  pcurty  !  Roman  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion is  said  to  advance  in  strength  in  Ireland*^ 
Protestants,  as  well  as  Roman  Catholics,  join 
it !  Do  you  need  to  be  told  the  cause  ? — Do 
you  need  to  be  told,  that,  under  the  present 
system  of  things,  it  must  continue  to  multi- 
ply its  followers  ? — Do  you  need  to  be  told  of 
the  remedy? — Deliver  Irish  men,  and  Irish  land- 
lords, from  their  terrors,  and  from  their  priva- 
tions ;  raise  the  value  of  Irish  securities ;  make 
principle  go  hand  in  band  with  expedience! 

And  observe  all  the  disastrous  ramifications  of 
the  plot !  It  is  not  enough,  that  we  have  ad^ 
mitted  Ireland  to  an  union;  that  we  have  opened 
the  doors  of  the  United  Parliament  to  Irish- 
men; but,  alas !  we  have  English  members,  too, 
in  both  Houses,  who  possess  estates  in  Ireland, 
some,  or  most  of  them,  the  gifts  of  the  Crown 
—  of  the  State;  fatal  gifts!  which  make, 
even  of   Englishmen,    enemies,    reckless,   or 
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unknovang  enemies  of  the  State  and  Crown ! 
Yet,  once  more,  let  me  repeat  it,  the  &ult  is 
scarcely  theirs ;  human  cupidity  is  all  their  sin; 
the  institutions  of  kingdom  are  the  authors  of 
their  temptation,  the  sources  of  their  crimes;  and 
the  remedy,  and  the  right  direction  of  their 
foad,  rest  entirely  with  ourselves  ! 
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LETTER  XXXVIf, 


Mr. Canning  is  of  opinion,  that  Eman- 
cipation must  come  at  last,  but  cannot  come  at 
present,  because  the  Protestant  public  is  not 
yet  sufficiently  enlightened;  while  my  humble 
apprehension  is,  thdit  nothing  but  public  enlighten' 
tng  is  needed,  to  bring  back  even  the  few  that 
are  now  upon  his  side.  Sir  John  Parnell  says, 
that  if  the  people  of  England  knew  the  situa- 
tion of  Ireland,  they  would  espouse  the  Eman- 
cipation. Sir  John  mistakes,  I  believe,  the 
cause,  and  the  remedy,  of  the  situation  of  Ire- 
land ;  Emancipation  could  do  nothing  toward 
either;  and,  if  the  Constitutional  public, 
and  even  others,  knew  universally  the  merits 
of  the  Emancipation,  they  would  unanimously 
frown  it  out  of  countenance!  At  least,  such 
is  my  particular  view  of  the  case. 
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If  the  claim  of  EmancipatiQii  ought  hot  to  be 
made  a  legal  seditiany  and  the  compassing  and 
imagining  it»  a  legal  treason ;  it  should,  at  least, 
be  frowned  into  silence.  And  why  is  it  not  so? 
Why  has  not  British  Roman  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation followed  the  steps  of  Radical  Parliament- 
ary Reform  ?  Why  have  not  Messrs.  O'Connell 
and  Canning  ^unk,  with  Messrs.  Hunt  and 
Burdett?  Because  of  that  superiority  of  rank 
in  life,  which  distinguishes  a  sufficient  portion 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  body  y  as  well  in  England  as 
in  Ireland,  from  the  body  qf  Radical  Reformers! 
Holding!  as  I  do.  Parliamentary  Reform,  nearly^ 
if  not  quite,  as  cheap,  as  Roman  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation, still,  I  cannot  shut  my  eyes  to  the 
fact,  that  what  has  been  chiefly  fatal  to  the  for- 
mer, is  the  low  condition  of  those  to  whom  its 
support  was  principally  left.  Happily,  in  that 
instance,  the  whole  rank  and  wealth  of  the 
country  have  interests  in  v  the  same  direction 
the  country.  But,  what  is  the  result?  Why,, 
that  Radicalism  is  another  name  for  poverty  and 
dirt ;  that  the  children,  in  the  streets,  or  by  the 
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road  side^if  they  see  one  that  is  in  rags  or  in  drink, 
cry  out,  •* Radical!"  Even  the  **  Whigs,"  as  they 
call  themselves,  have  no  kindness  for  Reform, 
and  I  wish  they  never  entertained  a  sentiment 
Jess  injurious  than  that  of  this  aversion ;  but, 
the  end  of  the  whole  is,  that  Reform  is  despised, 
and  feels  itself  abashed,  while  Roqian  Catholic 
Emancipation,  supported^  for  so  many  equally 
selfish  causes,  by  a  large  body  of  Gentry  and 
Nobility^  Roman  Catholic  and  Prote9tant,  is 
able  to  walk  erect,  maintain  the  consideration 
of  its  advocates,  command  the  public  press,  and 
look  the  whole  world  in  the  face !  Let  Eman* 
cipation  concern  to-morrow  only,  the  cottiers 
of  the  bogs  of  Trelandi  or  the  wretched  inmates 
of  St.  Giles's,  in  London,  and  see,  whether  or  not 
it  would  enjoy  more  public  respect  than  Parlia- 
mentary Reform !  But  Emancipation  has  wealth 
and  rank  upon  its  side;  it  reckons,  in  the 
list  of  its  Roman  Catholic  advocates,  a  large 
number  of  Gentry  and  Nobilty—  some  of  the 
latter,  among  the  most  ancient  of  the  nobility  of 
the  kingdom ;  Gentry  and  Nobility,  too,  who  are 
deemed,  by  the  humbler  partisans,  as  bounden 
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to  lend  their  names, — whom  it  is  the  tactics  to 
flatter  with  the  title  of  "  natural  leaders," — 
and  who,  in  a  manner,  are  forced  to  give  their 
public  aid,  whatever  may  be  their  private  opi- 
nions, either  as  to  the  value  of  the  object,  or  as 
to  the  reasonableness  of  demanding  it  !*  It  is, 
indeed,  a  point  admitted,  that  neither  the 
higher  ranks  of  British  Roman  Catholics,  nor 
what  are  usually  called  the  lower,  feel  an  inte- 
rest, nor  care  a  rush,  concerning  Emancipation ; 
that  the  eager  sportsmen  are  in  that  middle 
condition  of  life  which  usually  peoples  the 
"  wrangling  bar;"  and  that  it  is,  in  Ireland,  as 
Spain,  the  laimfers^  who  chiefly  figure  as  the 
public  disturbers — who,  in  the  British  Islands, 
weedle  the  great  Roman  Catholics  out  of  their 
patronage,  and  who  amaze  and  master  the  small, 
by  their  long  and  tempestuous  speeches — their 

'*  Words  of  learned  length,  and  thundering  sound." 

But,  in  the  British  Islands,  there  is,  behind 
all  these,  the  "  venerated"  Roman  Catholic 
Clergy,  who,  from  motives  wholly  spiritual  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


909 

otherwise,  command  both  great  and  small  to  be 
assisting ;  and  thus  compel  the  great  body  of 
Roman  Catholics,  however  disgusted  they  may 
be  with  the  scene,  to  keep  their  mouths  shut ! 

Further,  too,  than  all  this,  there  is  the 
most  cruel  circumstance  of  all, — that  we  have 
a  Protestant  Nobility  and  Gentry  beside, — and 
as  well  in  England,  as  in  Ireland — to  whom  the 
patch-work  of  our  laws  has  contrived  to  give  a 
pecuniary  interest  in  the  success  of  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation!  I  have  pointed  out,  in 
a  former  Letter,  in  what  manner,  through  the 
endowment  of  families,  really,  in  the  begin- 
ning, Whigy  we  have  managed  to  establish  an 
hereditary  Opposition— ss  little  like  to  Whig,  as 
*'  I  to  Hercules" — a  satyr  to  Hyperion ;  ^nd  we 
have  done,  too,  that  which  is  precisely  of  a 
similar  character  in  Ireland,  but  not,  in  that 
instance,  without  the  aid  6T\  an  additional 
measure,  in  the  combination  of  which  latter 
with  the  first,  lies  the  threatening  of  our  ruin ! 
To  secure  the  dependence  of  Ireland,  the 
English  Crown  has  bestowed  large  estates  upon 
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numerous  English  lainilies ; — aud,  m  ft  has  so 
(and  so  disastrously)  happened  (and  through 
another    fortuitous   combination   of    circum- 
stances), many  of  these  English  families  are 
identically  those  of  the  hereditary  and  uniform 
Opposition; — &}r,  it  did  not  suffice,  that  the 
Henries,  the  Edwards,  and  Elizabeth,  should 
establish  English  {ffoprietors,  of  the  stamp  of 
their  days,  in  Ireland ;    but,  as  our  evil  stars 
would  have  it,  the  insurrection  in  Ireland,  in 
favour  of  King  James,  and  against  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  led  to  the  later  establishment  of 
Whigs — of  supporters  and  followers  of  the 
Revolution  of  1688 1 — And,  to  crown  the  whole, 
— ^first,  we  have  made  Irish  freeholders,  voters 
for  an  Irish  Parliament; — next,  we  have  united 
the  two  kingdoms,  and  thus  made  them  vo- 
ters also  for  the  English  and   United  Parlia- 
ment.— ^Thus,  we  have  created  a  formidable 
locallrish  Romfio" Catholic  interest; — thus,  we 
have  given  to  those  particular  Irish  and  English 
Roman  Catholics,  who,  not  unnaturally,  seek 
to  overturn    our  Protestant  Constitution  for 
their  own  purposes,  a  formidable  band  of  fol- 
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lowers,  with  whom  to  play  their  game — upon 
whose  sympathies  they  can  practice — and  with 
whose  bodily  strength  they  can  threaten  the 
Protestant  cause ;  —  thus,  we  have  enabled 
Roman  Catholic  demagogues  to  render  pro- 
perty in  Ireland  insecure  or  unprofitable; — 
and  thus,  we  hare  given  to  numerous  Protes- 
tant femilies,  of  wealth,  rank,  and,  of  course 
of  influence,  in  England,  a  direct,  and  (as  it 
has  so  cruelly  turned  out)  a  mischievous  interest 
in  the  tranquillity  of  Ireland^  as  affecting  the 
value  of  their  private  estates ; — a  mischievous 
and  frightful  interest,  therefore,  in  the  tran* 
quillity  of  Ireland,  through  submission  to  de* 
magogues,  be  it  accompanied  with  what  pub- 
lic sacrifice  soever; — and,  to  place  the  last 
stone  upon  the  edifice,  thus,  we  have  super- 
added a  party  interest,  even  where  personal 
interest  should  be  but  slightly  operative  ;— we 
have  brought  about,  that  the  hereditary  Oppo- 
sition shall  be  hereditary  Emancipationists ; — 
we  have  brought  about,  that  Emancipation 
shall  be  the  watch-word  of  Opposition,  and  that 
e^ery  English  and  Whig  successor,  to  Irish 
estate,  finds,  now.  Emancipation  an  heir-loom. 
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which  he  must  take  possession  of  himself,  and 
hand  down  to  his  posterity  ! 

The  secret  and  personal  connection  of  the 
pecuniary  interests  of  so  many  English,  as  well 
as  Irish  Protestant  families,  of  rank,  with  the 
cause  of  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation,  could 
never  have  been  more  incautiously  betrayed  and 
demonstrated,  than  by  that  publication  of  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Protestant  Peers,  of  which  I 
have  spoken.  But,  with  what  felicitous,  honest, 
and  well-judged  view,  were  those  Resolutions 
(under  (every  other  aspect  unquestionably  so 
important)  given  to  the  world  ? — It  was  done, 
my  friend,  in  the  drunken  Aop€,of  imposing  upon 
the  English  people,  by  aid  of  two  fine  twrds,  and 
of  one  superficial  reason!  Observe  the  title: 
— *•  Resolutions  of  the  PROTESTANT- 
PEERS  —  POSSESSING  PROPERTY  —  in 
Ireland/' 

The  Protestantism,  and  the  enjoyment  of  pro* 
perty,  were  intended  to  beguile  us  with  the 
apparent  candour  and  disinterestedness,  upon  the 
one  hand,  of  subscribers    to  Roman  Cathohe 
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Emancipation;  and,  upon  the  other,  with  a  per- 
suasion of  the  deep  interest  which  those  subscri- 
bers'(Irish  and  English)  possessed,  in  recom- 
mending nothing  which  they  did  not  believe,  and, 
from  their  peculiar  opportunities,  ought  to  know, 
to  be  both  beneficial  for  Ireland/andat  least  inno- 
cent for  Great  Britain. — Even  thus  far,  therefore, 
the  attempt  was,  to  overawe  our  private  judg- 
ment;— to  impress  with  the  persuasion,  that  we 
could  not,  without  the  most  unheard-of  pre-* 
sumption  and  self-sufficiency,  differ  from  those 
subscribers ;  and  that  if,  in  spite  of  all  our  feel- 
ings of  obedience,  our  heads  rebelled,  it  would 
only  be  becoming  in  us,  to  attribute  our  doubts 
to  our  ignorance.  It  is  entirely  in  this  tenor 
that  the  subjoined  newspaper-paragraph  was 
published,  in  company  (observe !)  with  ''an  au- 
thorised copy"  of  the  Resolutions :  —  "  We 
give,  in  another  column,  an  authorised  copy  of 
the  Resolutions  agreed  to  at  a  meeting  of  Pro- 
testant Peers  possessing  property  in  Ireland, 
and  signed  by  sia^ty-Jive  of  these  Noblemen. 
[Four  names  have  been  since  added.]  Among 
the  signatures  will  be  found  a  great  majority  of 
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the  Noble  proprietors  of  the  largest  estates  in 
Ireland,  including  the  heads  of  the  most  ancient 
families,  as  well  as  of  the  mast  illustrious  of  those 
that  have  acquired  property  in  comparativefy 
recent  times.  [The  "  Whigs'*  of  whom  I  have 
spoken.]  It  is  remarkable,  indeed,  how  large 
a  proportion  of  the  weight  of  the  aristocracy  of 
Ireland,  estimated  by  the  joint  influence  of 
magnitude  of  possessions,  splendour  of  talents, 
*personal  character,  and  hereditary  rank,  is 
favourable  to  Catholic  Emancipation.  In  fact, 
the  warmth  with  which  that  cause  is  espoused, 
seems  to  be  found  in  very  nearly  the  same  ratio 
as  the  combined  talents,  inducements,  and 
opportunities,  which  can  lead  to  a  correct  opi- 
nion upon  it.  Among  the  foremost  of  the  Pro- 
testant Peers,  are  those  who  possess  great 
estates,  as  well  in  England  as  in  Ireland,  and 
whose  interests  are  bound  up,  not  merely  in 
the  well-being  of  both  countries,  but  in  the 
continuance  of  the*  connection  between  them. 
One  may  be  quite  sure,  that  the  opinion  of  such 
persons  will  be  at  least  well-considered  and 
sincere ;  and  that  they  do  not  rashly  recommend 


Digitized  by 


Google 


915 

any  great  change,  which  they  are  not  satisfied 
must  consolidate  the  union  of  the  two  kingdoms'' — 
It  is  the  union  of  one  kingdom  that  the  writer 
means. 

I  confess  that,  the  first  time  I  read  this  para- 
graph, I  fell  into  the  trap  of  believing  the  writer, 
at  least,  to  be  as  sincere,  as  I  was  satisfied  that 
his  **  Noble  proprietors"  were  selfish ;  and 
that  I  copied  it  in  the  full  notion  that  it  exhi- 
bited the  most  exquisite  morsel  of  credulity 
and  simplicity  that  ever  escaped  firom  the  pen 
of  man !  But,  when  I  came  to  dwell  more  dis- 
criminatingly upon  the  prodigious  grandilo- 
quence and  lofty  tone  of  the  text; — when  I 
looked  more  narrowly  into  the  overweening 
arrogance  and  self-complacency  of  the  assump- 
tions ; — and  when,  most  of  all,  I  took  notice, 
that  it  accompanied,  in  print,  so  choice  a  do- 
cument as  sm  '^  authorised  copy,"  I  grew 
ashamed  of  myself,  that  I  had  not  earlier  seen 
it  manifest,  that  the  paragraph  was  as  much 
'*  authorised,"  as  the  copy  of  the  Resolutions, 
and  haxi  even  had  the  honour  of  proceeding  ftom 
3  n2 
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the  same  authors!  It  dwells,  as  you  will  have 
read,  upon  all  those  imposing  arguments  to 
which  I  have  already  replied ;  but  with  the 
important  addition,  that  ^^  all  the  talents,''  along 
with  all  the  estates,  are  favourable  to  Emanci- 
pation. As  to  the  "  talents/'  however,  there 
never  yet  was  a  day,  when  all  the  talents  were 
not  arrayed  against  all  the  country  ;  and  when 
the  first  interests  of  the  nation  were  not  left, 
by  a  fatality  as  distressing  as  unaccountable,  to 
the  sole  cai*e  and  management  of  just  the  most 
stupid  and  ignorant  of  the  King's  subjects, 
— with  what  success,  time  does  and  will  disco* 
ver !  The  Kings  and  People  of  England  have 
a  singular  and  distinguishing  knack  (and  his- 
tory will  doubtless  note  it),  of  uniformly  pick- 
ing out  the  dullest  asses  of  the  soil,  for  the 
objects  of  their  peculiar  confidence ! 

But  the  master-stroke  of  all — the  grand  coup- 
de*th6atre  —  remains  to  be  properly  noticed. 
These  Resolutions  are  the  "  Resolutions  of  Pro- 
testant Peers,  possessing  property  in  Ireland." 
Not  a  single  Commoner,  however  large  his  pro- 
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perty  in  Ireland,  was  suffered  to  degrade  the 
splendid  scroll  with  his  base-bom  signature! 
Not  even  a  paltry  baronet  was  allowed  to  in- 
trude his  minor  nobility  amid  so  gorgeous  an 
assemblage!  Not  even  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
must  place  his  dim  patronymic  beside  the  lus- 
tre of  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  I  The  cloth  was 
to  be  stiff  with  gold ;  not  even  Genoa  velvet 
must  peep  between  the  threads  of  precious 
metal !  We  were  to  be  dazzled,  confounded, 
blinded y  with  the  glare  and  glory  of  ^'  Noble" 
names ;  we  were  to  have  nothing  but  a  flush  of 
honours,  a  whole  hand  of  court-cards; — our  eyes 
were  to  look  crimson  and  scarlet  for  a  twelve- 
month to  come !  Sixty-nine  great  lords,  all  in 
their  coronets  and  ermine !  If  this  is  not,  what 
fine  writers  call,  "  imposing,"  what  is  ? 

And,  here,  too,  the  secret  was  let  out ;  for,  I 
am  a  plain  man,  and  pretend  only  to  see  what 
is  flashed  in  my  eyes !  The  Times-newspaper 
explained  the  whole  pantomime,  by  making 
the  very  speech  which  the  Resolutions  were 
constructed  to  justify.— Sixty-nine  great  lords 
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— so  radiant  a  body  of  Nobility — must,  (as 
Titania  says  of,  her  long-eared  favourite),  be 
as  *'  wise  as  they  were  beautiful/'  —  and  could 
have  none  but  noble,  and  chivalrous,  and  disin- 
terested motives  for  the  step ! 

And,  yet,  the  daring  impudence  of  the  at- 
tempted imposture  can  only  be  equalled  by  its 
clumsiness  and  imbecility !  The  fraud  consists 
in  the  endeavour  to  take  advantage  of  our  edu- 
cational respect  for  rank — of  the  romance  of 
our  habitual  associations,  —  of  the  splendour 
with  which  our  imaginations  adorn  title, — of  our 
habit  of  identifying,  in  thought,  the  Nobility  of 
this  every-day  and  huckstering  age,  with  the 
Nobility  of  a  primitive  grandeur !  The  fraud 
consists  in  the  endeavour  to  make  the  humble, 
the  remote,  the  women  and  the  children,  think 
of  sixty-nine  Protestant  Peers  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  as  of  sixty>nine  Barons  of  ancient  days, 
the  warders  blowing  their  horns  at  their  castle- 
gates, —  their  serfs  crowding  their  halls, — 
their  tables  groaning  with  stags'  and  boars' 
flesh,  and  the  ale  of  the  gods ; — and  themselves 
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strangers  to  the  sight  and  to  the  thought  of  the 
yellow  slaves  of  the  dirty  mine !     **  Robes  and 
furred  gowns,"  it  was  believed,  *'  hide  all;" — 
but,  alas  I  they  do  not  hide  —  the  mortgage- 
deeds,  the  post-obits,  and  the  empty  purses, 
either  sticking   or  dangling  out  of  the  No- 
ble pockets  beoeath !     The  impudence,  and 
the  imbecility   of   the  fraud,    consist  in  the 
efirontery  and  the  rashness  of  the  attempt,  to 
stupify,  in  this  manner,  a  public  which  ought, 
in  common  deference,  to  be  supposed  in  some 
small  degree  acquainted  with  the  money-matters 
of  many  an  Irish  Protestant  Peer,  and  even  of 
a  few  English  ones ; — and  with  that  of  their  usual 
wants,  and  with  the  actions  and  course  of  con- 
duct which  those  wants  direct !    But,  no ;  with  a 
weakness,  like  that  of  the  bird  to  which  I  have 
before  had  occasion  to  allude,  the  Protestant 
Peers  thought,  that  it  was  possible  for  the  pub- 
lic to  suspect  Esquires^  Knights,  and  Baronets, 
of  some  occasional  leanings  toward  filthy  lucre, 
or  some  occasional  aberrations  of  intellect ;  but 
that  PEERS  could  never  be  dreamed  of,  either 
as  likely  to  err  in  their  judgment,  or  as  corn- 
plotted  with  the  Jews  of  the  Stock  Exchange, 
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for  the    raising  of  the   value   of   Irish   secu- 
rities f 

I  blunder  on,  by  myself,  and  make  my  dis- 
coveries i)njy  step  by  step.  I  am  quite  free  to 
acknowledge,  that,  upon  the  first  appearance  of 
these  Resolutions,  I  imagined  nothing  more  of 
them  than  an  \slectioneering  artifice,  imposed 
upon  the  Noble  subscribers  by  that  cruel  state 
of  our  domestic  political  system  which  I  have 
explained;  and  that  I  actually  wrote  down 
their  lordships'  excuse  in  this  manner : — They 
have  Irish  Roman  Catholic  voters  to  solicit; — 
they  know  very  well  that  Emancipation,  for  the 
present  at  least,  has  tiot  the  shadowx)f  a  chance ; 
that  King,  Parliament  and  People  are  unanimous 
in  its  rejection; — they  know,  therefore,  that  no 
possible  political  mischief  can  ensue  firom  their 
affectation  of  a  kindness  for  it ; — and,  alas !  if 
they  do  not  cronch  to  this  act  of  duplicity,  these 
Constitutional  Protestant  Peers  will  lose  all 
their  nominations  of  members  for  the  House  of 
Commons !  It  has  been  Mr.  Shiel  alone,  that 
let  me  further  withinside  the  doors  of  the  Noble 
subscribers; — that  suggested  to  me  the  ulte- 
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rior  and  more  perennial  interest  of  the  Noble 
proprietors ; — that  set  me  upon  thinking  of  the 
state  and  reasonable  interests  of  their  coffers ! 

To  bring  the  whole  affair^  however,  of 
these  memorable  Resolutions,  within  the  com- 
plete grasp  of  your  understanding,  you  have 
only  to  figure  to  yourself,  for  an  instant,  that 
sixty-nine  other  Protestant  Peers,  had  had  the 
boldness  to  meet  at  the  Lord  Chancellor's,  or 
the  Duke  of  York's,  or  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton's, or  the  Duke  of  Rutland*s,  as  this  first 
set  of  Protestant  Peers  met  at  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham's; and  there  to  subscribe  their  names  to 
Resolutions  against  Roman  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion !  Oh!  the  uproar  of  the  whole  "enlightened 
public."  Oh !  the  outcries  of  the  whole  *'  liberal 
press."  Oh!  the  grave,  and  edifying,  and 
burning  discourses,  upon  the  effrontery  of  such 
Protestant  Peers  as  these,  whether  their  appa- 
rent object  had  been  j.o  influence  local  elections, 
to  dictate  to  plebeian  understandings,  or  to 
raise  the  value  of  Englisb  estates  I  Oh  I  the 
delightful  speech  that  might  he  sketched  for  Mr. 
Brougham,  upon  so  appalling  an  occasion — an 
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occasion  which  would  have  thrilled  with  horror 
the  whole  House  of  Commons — which  would 
have  tangibly  left  it  more  than  doubtful,  that 
the  Constitution  would  hang  over  the  heads  of 
the  members,  long  enough  to  allow  the  Honour* 
able  and  Learned  Gentleman  time  to  announce 
the  catastrophe,  in  a  speech  of  less  than  half  his 
accustomed  length ; — and  have  overcome  Mr. 
Canning  with  irredeemable  despair,  to  make  the 
smallest  mitigative  impression  upon  the  enlight- 
ened House,  after  what  it  should  have  heard,  in 
such  forcible  and  irresistible  teims,  from  the  great 
Constitutional  lawyer ! — Is  it  not  time,  then, 
my  dearest  friend,  that  you  should  begin  to 
think  and  to  speak  for  yourself;  and  to  be  no 
longer  the  slave  and  the  echo  of  these  unhappy 
Liberals  ? 

Believe  me,  nevertheless,  (for  I  say  it  from 
the  bottom  of  my  heart),  that  I  do  not  ad- 
vance my  charges,  nor  throw  out  my  insinua- 
tions, against  sixty-nine  Peers  of  the  Realm, 
nor  against  any  one  of  them  by  himself,  with- 
out as  scrupulously  weighing  the  evidence  of 
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their  truth,  as  if  I  were  personally  reviewing 
the  case  with  each  and  every  of  their  lordships ; 
that  I  apply  to  the  examination  all  the  judg- 
ment I  possess,  and,  as  I  am  sure,  an  unim- 
peachable honesty.  The  charge  of  attempt  at  im- 
posture, by  the  aid  of  great  names ^  is  so  unimpor- 
tant to  my'general  purpose,  andforms,  at  the  same 
time,  so  small  a  part  of  my  complaint  against  the 
Resolutions,  that  it  would  not  be  worth  my 
while  to  retain  it,  if  I  could  see  reason  for 
throwing  it  aside ;  and,  if  I  thought  that  the 
cause  of  truth  could  be  equally  forwarded,  by 
the  one  step  as  by  the  other,  I  should  just  as 
willingly  tear  into  pieces  the  paper  upon  which 
I  have  now  written,  as  forward  it  for  you  pe- 
rusal. Let  a  probable  answer,  however,  -  be 
given  to  this,  question :  Why  was  the  subscrip- 
tion to  those  Resolutions  confined  to  Peers  1 
What  do  they  contain,  which  is  not  as  well 
adapted  to  the  signature  of  Protestant  Com- 
maners,  possessing  property  in,  Ireland,  as  to 
"  Noble  proprietors"  exclusively  ?  But,  if  there 
is  no  intrinsic  motive  to  be  suggested  for  the  se- 
lection, what  was  the  extrinsic  ? 
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But  the  Protestant  Peers,  when  they  signed 
their  names,  should  have  done  no  more.  They 
should  have  given  no  reasons,  either  upon^  or  not 
upon^  compulsion ;  even  if  they  had  '*  reasons  as 
plenty  as  blackberries."  Their  names  are  cer- 
tainly adapted  to  produce  an  effect  upon  those 
who  know  no  better; — upon  every  dullard  and 
simpleton,  and  upon  the  whole  **  rising  genera- 
tion," throughout  the  kingdom.  When  they 
begin  to  reason,  however,  they  assuredly  make 
sad  work  of  it !  I  refer  you  to  the  copy  of  the 
Resolutions  which  I  enclose.  (See  Appendix, 
No.  IV.) 

Of  their  first  proposition,  as  echoed  by  the 
Earl  of  Ormonde's  Grand  Jury,  I  have  already 
apprised  you ;  and  how  it  was  possible  for  any. 
sixty-nine  personages,  Peers  or  no  Peers,  to 
write  such  a  sentence,  word  by  word,  and  yet 
not  discover  it  to  contain  one  of  those  arguments 
which  are  usually  said  to  prove  too  much,  is 
more  than  I,  at  least,  in  any  manner,  am  able 
to  comprehend ! 
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The  heavy  guns,  in  the  mean  timei  are  all 
drawn  up  in  the  Second  Resolution ;  and  their 
value,  by  good  fortune,  is  of  pretty  easy  esti- 
mate! 

I.  The  Protestant  Peers  tell  us  (see  Appen- 
dix, No.  IV),  *'  That  the  civil  equality  of  all 
classes  of  the  people  would  not  endanger  the 
Constitution,  which  is  best  secured  by  giving 
to  all  an  equal  interest  in  its  support." 

In  a  certain  sense,  the  people  are  but  of  one 
class,  and  that  class  is  civilly  equal  already. 
But,  if  we  are  to  say,  that  the  civil  equality  of 
all  classes  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  would  not 
endanger  the  Constitution,  the  (Question  recurs, 
whether  or  not  the  civil  equality,  of  classes  un-^ 
equally  attached  to  the  civil  system,  would  not 
necessarily  endanger  it; — whether  or  not,  in 
one  word,  all  classes  of  His  Majesty's  subjects  ^x^ 
actually  consenting  to  the  Constitution ;  that  is, 
to  the  Constitution  in  Church  and  State  ?  ''  The 
Constitution,''  it  is  added,  *'  is  best  secured,  by 
giving  to  all  an  eqtuil  interest  in  its  support." 
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This  argument  has  previously  illuminated  the 
preamble  of  the  Burdett  Bill ;  but,  where  is  the 
conceivable  possibility^  be  the  inclination  ever  so 
strong,  of  giving,  to  Protestant,  and  to  Roman 
Catholic  subjects,  an  equal  interest  in  the  sup- 
port of  a  Protestant — that  is,  essentially, — an 
unequal  Constitution  ? 

And  the  Emancipationists,  as  I  have  fore- 
warned you,  have  now  fixed  themselves  with  a 
Protestant  Constitution — necessarily  unequal  as 
such  a  Constitution  must  be !  I  remember  the 
time,  when  "  Whig"^ — "  Whig!" —  members  of 
Parliament  would,  gravely,  and  in  all  honesty, 
ask,  what  Lord  Eldon  could  possibly  mean,  by 
calling  the  Constitution  of  Government  of  this 
kingdom,  a  *'  Protestant  Constitution  V  But 
the  Burdett  Oath,  as  I  have  shown  you  (Letter 
XXIV),  expressly  names  the  **  Protestant  Go- 
vemment'  of  this  Kingdom,  by  the  side  of  its 
''  Protestant  religion''  The  preamble,  too,  of  the 
Burdett  Bill  (conceived,  like  all  the  remainder 
of  the  Bill,  in  terms  of  mingled  Cockney  inane- 
ness,  and  Irish-barrister  froth  and  sentimentality 
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— and  there  is  more  relationship  between  the 
stile  of  men's  speech,  and  the  tone  of  men's 
thinkings  than  is  sometimes  •  imagined),  takes 
the  views  which  you  will  see  below,  of  our 
Protestant  Constitution,  and  of  the  possibility  of 
giving,  to  His  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects, an  equal  interest  with  His  Majesty's  Pro- 
testant subjects,  in  its  preservation : 

**  Whereas  the  Protestant  succession  to  the  Imperial 
Crown  of  this  United  Kingdom  and  its  dependencies,  is,  by 
the  Act  for  the  further  Limitation  [there  is  no  such  phrase 
in  the  Act,  as  this  *^  further  Limitation"]^  of  the  Crown, 
and  the  better  securing  the  [Rights  and]  Liberties  of  the 
Subject,  established  permanently  and  vmoUM^: 

*^  And  whereas  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  of 
England  and  Ireland^  and  the  doctrine,  discipline  and 
goremment  thereof,  and  likewise  the  Protestant  Presby- 
terian Church  of  Scotland,  and  the  doctrine,  discipline  and 
goyemment  thereof,  are,  by  the  respective  Acts  of  Union 
between  England  and  Scotland,  and  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  therein  severally  established  permanently  and 
imnolabhf: 
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''And  whereas,  after  due  consideration  of  the  situation , 
dispositions,  and  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects,  it  appears  just  and  fitting^  to  commmncate  to  them 
the  enjoytnent  of  the  benefits  and  advantages  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  Goyemment  happily  established  in  this  United 
Kingdom,  so  that  all  His  Majesty's  faithful  and  dutiful  sub- 
jects may  grow  into  one  nation ;  whereby  there  may  be  an 
utter  obUvion  and  extinguishment  of  all  former  dissensions 
and  discords  between  them,  thus  consolidating  the  Union  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  uniting  and  knitting 
together  the  hearts  of  aU  Bis  Majesty* s  subjects,  in  one  and  the 
same  interest,  for  the  support  of  his  Majesty's  Person,  Fa- 
mily, Crown  and  Government,  and  for  the  defence  of  their 
common  Rights  and  Liberties." 

But,  in  reference,  as  well  to  the  averments, 
as  to  the  declared  aims,  of  this  preamble,  I  ask. 

First,  whether  it  is  only  to  childish  ignorance 
and  inadvertence,  or  to  the  most  hardened  fraud 
(and,  no  doubt,  the  former  only),  that,  either 
the  Protestant  limitation  of  the  Crown,  or  the 
Protestant  Churches  of  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  are  here  said  to  be  ''  established 
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permanently  and  inviolably;"  while  the  establish- 
ment of  either  depends  upon  no  more  than  a 
skin  of  parchment,  which  may  be  burned  to- 
morrow ?  But,  of  the  im permanence  and  easy 
violability  of  law,  and  of  the  sole  source  of  its 
permanence,  and  unoiolated  existence,  I  shall 
have  to  speak  immediately  hereafter ! 

Secondly,  I  ask,  how  is  it  possible  to  *'  com- 
municate," to  his  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  (be  their  ^'  dispositions  and  conduct" 
what  they  may),  the  ''  benefits  and  advantages'* 
of  a  Protestant  Constitution  of  Government? 

Thirdly,  If  we,  as  Protestants,  and,  accord- 
ing to  our  way  of  thinking,  should  be  of  opinion, 
that  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects  do,  or 
can,  receive  ''  benefits  and  advantages''  from 
our  Protestant  Constitution ;  how  are  we  to 
make  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects  of 
the  same  opinion?  How  are  we  to  persuade 
them,  that  the  Reformation,  and  coming  of 
Kin^  William,  and  of  the  House  of  Hanover, 
and  the  overthrow  of  Roman  Catholicism,  and 
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the  exile  and  dethronement  of  King  James,  and 
of  the  House  of  Stuart,  were  fortunate  occur- 
rences, and  that  our  Protestant  Constitution  is 
"  happily  established  ?" 

Thirdly,  (and  judging  froip  all  that  we  know, 
and  from  all  that  I  have  written  to  you),  what 
rational  prospect  does  Emancipation  hold  out, 
of  the  *'  utter  oblivion,''  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Fourthly,  and  finally,  and  recollecting  all 
that  belongs  to  His  Majesty's  Protestant  Title, 
"  Family,  Crown,  and  Government"  (and, 
Mdthout  these,  His  Majesty's  '*  Person"  is  no 
object  of  Constitutional  regard),  how  is  it 
possible  to  "  unite  and  knit  the  hearts,"  of  His 
Majesty's  Protestant  Roman  Catholic  subjects, 
"  in  one  and  the  same  interest,^'  for  the  support  of 
these;  or,  for  the  support  of  any  **  common 
^Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subject  ?"  How, 
when  we  speak  collectively,  of  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  British  subjects,  and  know,  that 
the  maintenance  of  the  Protestant  ascendancy 
is  esteemed  the  dearest  Right  of  the  whole; — 


.Digitized  by 


Google 


931 

that  for  the  maintenance  of  that  Right,  we  are 
freely  to  part  with  His  Majesty's  **  Person/' 
or  the  "  Person  "  of  any  other  British  Sovereign 
(as  we  parted  with  the  /'  Person"  of  King 
James),  should  His  Majesty's  "  Person"  endanger 
that  Right;  or,  so,  at  least,  teaches  theWhigLord 
Molesworth ; — how  can  we  make  use  of  such  a 
mockery  of  words,  as,  that  His  Majesty's 
Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  subjects  have 
**  common  Rights  and  Liberties"  to  support  ?  The 
sole  purpose  of  that  very  *'  Act  for  the  Li-- 
nutation  of  the  Crown  (limitation  to  a  Protes- 
tant head)  and  better  securing  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  the  subject,''  which  the  Emancipators 
(though  with  their  usual  cloudiness  of  faculties) 
have  ventured  to  cite,  is  declared,  by  its  open- 
ing words,  to  be,  **  that  some  further  provision 
be  made,  for  securing  our  (Protestant  and 
*  Church)  religion  r 

But,  the  vice  of  the  logic  of  the  Protestant 
Peers,  aa  equally  so,  of  all  the  Cockneys  be- 
neath them,  springs  from  the  error  of  their  pre- 
3o2 
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mises.  The  Burdett  Bill,  after  reciting  the 
negative  Declaration  of  Faith,  required  by  our 
present  laws,  lays  the  following  basis  for  the 
new  law : 

"  And  whereas  the  said  Declarations  relate  only  to  mat- 
ters of  spiritual  and  religious  belief,  which  do  not,  in  any 
manner  affect  the  allegiance  of  His  Majesty's  subjects." 

To  expose  all  the  melancholy  ignorance,  as 
well  of  terms  as  of  principles,  which  is  em- 
bodied only  in  these  three  lines  (and  they  are  a 
fair  specimen  of  the  whole  Burdett  Bill),  is 
more  than  I  have  at  present,  time  or  space  for 
accomplishing ;  but,  if  want  of  common  thought, 
the  most  perplexing  and  appalling,  did  not  rule 
the  minds  of  Mr.  Canning  and  his  co-believers, 
there  could  surely  be  little  difficulty  in  weighing 
what  belongs  to  such  speculative  opiniom  as  those 
pointed  at  in  the  Declarations  subjoined,  as/ 
to  their  influence,  not  upon  the  "  allegiance  of 
His  Majesty^s  subjects,"  but,  upon  their  fidelity, 
their  love,  their  zeal, — for  our  Protestant  Con- 
stitution ! 
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^*  I.  A.  B.  do  aolemnly  aiid  sincerely,  in  the  presence  of 
Oody  profess,  testify,  and  declare,  That  I  do  believe,  that  in 
the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  there  is  not  any  Tran- 
snbstantiation  of  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine,  into  the 
body  and  blood  of  Christ,  at  or  after  the  consecration  thereof 
by  any  person  whatsoever,  &c.  &c/' 

If  the  means  of  defending  a  Protestant  Con- 
stitution were  not,  here,  the  sole  object  in 
view ; — if  we  had  no  Protestant  Constitution, 
nor  any  other  Constitution  founded  upon  a 
"  religious  faith,"  or,  if  we  ought  to  have  none — 
I  should,  in  either  of  those  cases,  have  other 
things  to  add.  As  it  is,  the  question  safely  ter- 
minates where  I  leave  it.  The  object  of  the  De- 
clarations is,  to  ascertain  that  the  declarer  is  not 
a  Roman  Catholic ;  a  Roman  Catholic  being 
judged  to  have  no  conceivable  interest  in  main- 
taining  a  Protestant  Constitution,  even  if  free 
from  every  feeling  of  interest  in  the  task  of 
pulling  it  down.  The  object  in  view  is,  the  ex*  * 
elusion  of  Roman  Catholics  from  civil  power. 
If  that  object  is  wrong,  then,  the  means  em- 
ployed, are  at  least  wrongly  employed.    But,  if 
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the  object  is  right,  then,  the  wisdom  of  the 
means  is  to  be  judged  of  only  from  circumstances, 
obvious  or  recondite,  and  particularly  from  their 
success.  But  the  object^  according  to  the  Pro- 
testant Peers,  is  wrong; — it  is  their  opinion,  that 
His  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  subjects  ought  to 
enjoy  civil  power; — and,  in  that  view,  the  means 
of  exclusion  should  of  course  be  withdrawn.  It 
is  only  the  obfect,  that  can  confer  the  name, 
either  of  jtistice,  or  of  sense,  upon  the  means ; 
and  the  repulse  of  a  civil  candidate,  through 
a  Test  concerning  Transubstantiation,  is  a 
means,  and  not  an  end.  It  is  the  least  part  of 
the  affair  (au4  yet  this  in  itself  is  much— politically 
much, — since  the  faith  is  repudiated  by  the 
Constitution),  that  a  man  believes  in  Transub- 
stantiation ;  there  is  neither  moral  turpitude,  nor 
even  extraordinary  absurdity  (were  absurdity 
itself  a  civil  offence),  in  that  belief ;— but  the 
Constitutional  inference  is,  that  the  man,  who 
believes  in  Transubstantiation,  and  the  other 
doctrines  referred  to  in  the  Declarations,  is  a 
disciple  and  subject  of  the  Court  and  Church  of 
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Rome ; — is  a  professor  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
religion,  which  religion  is  esteemed  (and  surely 
not  very  unreasonably)^  to  be  incompatible  with 
the  safety  of  a  Protestant  Constitution ! 

11.  The  Protestant  Peers  subjoin,  '*  [That  the 
civil  equality  of  all  classes  of  the  people  would 
not  endanger]  the  Protestant  Faith,  which  is 
best  secured  by  its  own  clear  trufhs,  and  by  the 
pious  zeal  of  our  Clergy." 

I  hope  that,  upon  this  occasion,  at  least,  the 
Protestant  Peers  speak  with  sincerity.  I  hope 
that  they  are  themselves  vitally  impressed  with 
the  "  clear  truths"  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Church 
of  England,  and  with  a  deep  sense  of  the 
**  pious  zeal  of  our  Clergy,"  and  of  the  influ- 
ence of  that ''  pious  zeal "  upon  the  convictions 
of  their  own  minds !  I  hope-  that  there  are 
none  among  them,  who,  if  I  were  to  read  the 
above  passage  to  their  faces,  would  laugh  in  mine, 
and  cry,  **  Oh !  you  know,  we  must  say  that 
sort  of  thing ;  it  is  according  to  Hoyle !"  I  hope 
that  there  are  no  Cantwells  among  the  Sixty- 
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seven ;  none  of  those  public  men,  who,  as  re- 
proached by  Lord  Molesworth,  are  capable  of 
prostituting  the  language  of  religion,  to  recon* 
cile  the  appearances  of  their  conduct !     But, 

III.  The  Protestant  Peers  add,  *'  [That  the 
civil  equality  of  all  classes  of  the  people  would 
not  endanger]  the  Property  in  Tithes,  which» 
like  all  other  Property  y  is  secured  by  law'' 

There  is  a  thoughtlessness,  or  else  a  fraud, 
about  this  concluding  proposition,  which  excites 
astonishment.  Do  the  Protestant  Peers  really 
persuade  themselves,  that  the  tenure  of  pro- 
perty in  tithes  is  as  safe,  against  the  efforts 
of  religious  or  political  party,  as  the  tenure, 
for  example,  of  their  own  estates  ?  Do  they 
really  believe,  that  the  right  of  a  particular 
Church  to  its  tithes,  is  as  universally  acknow- 
ledged as  the  right  of  an  individual  to  his  in- 
heritance, or  to  his  purchase  ?  Do  they  not — 
let  them  lay  their  hands  upon  their  hearts,  and 
tell  us,  upon  their  honour !— do  they  not,  dis- 
tinctly,  contrariwise,  and  in  direct   belying 
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6f  their  Resolutions,  intimately,  powerfully, 
and  potently  believe,  that  the  right  of  a  par* 
ticular  Church  to  its  tithes,  must  always  be 
upheld  by  the  particular  members  of  that 
Church,  and  by  no  other;  and  that,  in  the 
particular  case  of  the  Church  of  this  kingdom, 
no  other  class  of  the  "  people" — as  these  Pro- 
testant Peers  call  them, — no  other  class  of  His 
Majesty's  subjects,  than  the  members  of  the 
Church,  would  suffer  it  to  retain  its  tithes 
one  hour,  if  they  could  attain  the  unjust 
"  power''  of  prevention?  Do  they  not 
know,  that  even  the  right  of  any  Church 
to  worldly  sustenance,  is  matter  in  dis- 
pute among  mankind;  that  all  religious  fees 
are  but  too  commonly  begrudged,  and  evdb 
denied;  that,  throughout  the  whole  world, 
bread  for  the  priest,  and  even  sacrifice  for  the 
gods,  is  claimed  by  consenting  temporal  law,  or 
that  else,  in  too  many  instances, 

**  — lean  performaDce  apes  the  work  of  love  f  " 

Bo  they  not,  in  short,  distinctly  and  intimately 
know,   that  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  pro- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


938 

perty  of  the  Church  of  England,  are  subjects 
of  standing  disagreement  of  opinion,  among  all 
His  Majesty's  subjects ;  and  are  consented  to 
only  by  one  class — the  citizens— the  people? 

But,  the  Protestant  Peers  have  as  strange 
notions  of  the  security  of  law,  as  of  the  se- 
curity of  tithes.  Tithes,  say  this  band  of 
Numas,  are  "secured  by  latp.*'  But,  what 
secures  law?  What,  but  the  will  of  the 
people?  It  is  clever,  no  doubt,  to  rest  the 
world  upon  the  tortoise ;  but,  what  supports 
the  tortoise  ?  Have  the  Protestant  Peers  never 
heard,  that  there  exists  piore  than  one  St^te, 
or  civil  community,  calling  itself  Christian,  in 
^hich  the  law,  so  far  from  securing  tithes,  is 
made  by  the  people,  to  nullify  even  a  special 
civil  contract  for  stipendiary  payment,  between 
the  clergyman  and  his  congregation  ? 

For  my  part  (but,  then,  I  am  no  better 
than  a  Whig,  and  think  of  nothing  but 
humanities — of  no  divine  rights,  nor  of  no  su- 
pernatural, nor  even  spiritual  me^ns,  unaided 
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by  flesh  and  blood,  and  by  the  other  gross 
things  of  the  earth) ;  for  my  part,  I  should  have 
built  up  the  spiritual  and  temporal  affairs  of 
the  kingdom,  in  directly  the  opposite  order  to 
that  so  adroitly  arranged  by  .the  Protestant 
Peers.  It  would  only  have  occurred  to  me, 
that  the  people, — that  is,  the  Protestant  and 
Church  subjects  of  the  realm,  support  the 
law ;  that  the  law  supports  the  tithes ;  that  the 
tithes  support  the  Church  (or  *'clear  truths  of  the 
Protestant  Faith"),  and  give  effect  to  the  *'  pious 
zeal  of  its  Clergy;"  and  that  the  Church  (or 
"Protestant  Faith")  supports  the  Protestant 
Constitution; — a  plan,  bungling,  I  confess,  and 
inconvenient,  after  all,  since  it  makes  the  people 
the  foundation  of  every  thing,  and  the  composition 
of  the  people,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  moment ; 
and  evinces,  that,  if  all  the  people  do  not  feel  an 
equal  interest  in  the  support  of  law,  tithes. 
Church  and  State — no  law,  tithes.  Church,  nor 
State,  will  be  supported !  There  is  one  part  of 
my  story,  too,  which  will  appear,  to  the 
wise,  particularly  monstrous,  and  even  hateful. 
It  is  admitted,  that  no  Quaker's  nor  Missionary 
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Society  can  support  its  **  clear  truths/'  nor  ex- 
hibit its**  pious  zeal,"  without  the  aid  of  "funds;" 
but,  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the  Established 
Church  should  not  be  able  to  live  and  work 
upon  **  clear  truths,"  and  **  pious  zeal,  "  alone, 
ought  to  provoke  the  horse  laugh  of  every  Dis- 
senter, and  of  every  Liberal,  within  hearing ! 

And  now,  my  dear  friend,  it  is  highly  proper, 
that  you  should  particularly  know,  who  the 
sixty-seven  Protestant  Peers  individually  are ; — 
these  personages  that,  under  the  sinister  poli- 
litical  circumstances  which  I  have  mentioned 
(but  for  which  they  are  not  accountable),  are 
both  possessed  of  property  in  Ireland,  and  (in 
certain  instances)  even  of  seats,  as  English 
Peers,  in  the  House  of  Lords.  It  is  right  that 
you  should  know  each  of  them  distinctly  by  his 
name ;  first,  because  it  would  be  wrong yXhzt  any 
Protestant  Peer,  possessing  property  in  Ireland, 
and  fu>t  subscribing  to  the  Resolutions,'  should 
share,  as  to  your  belief,  in  the  unblushing  honours 
of  those  who  have  so  subscribed ;  and,  secondly, 
because,   you  will  thus  be  enabled  to  analyse. 
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in  part,  as  you  ought  to  analyse  in  the  whole, 
the  history  of  each  individual  Parliament 
voter  for  Emancipation  (see,  for  the  Majority 
and  Minority,  in  the  late  division  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  Appendix,  No.  VII) ;  ascer- 
taining, as  well  his  Irish  connection,  as  his  cus- 
tomary politics  ;  for,  I  have  shown  you  in  what 
manner  (among  others)  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
Emancipation  is  linked-in  with  English  heredi- 
tary and  sworn  Opposition,  commonly  nick- 
named "  Whiggism."  You  will  be  aided,  I  re- 
peat, by  such  lists,  in  the  effort  to  learn,  whose 
vote  or  influence  is  likely,  from  Irish  connec- 
tion, and  from  the  unhappy  circumstances  of 
that  connection^  to  be  given  to  Emancipation 
with  an  entire  freedom  from  all  private  bias,  con- 
scious or  unconscious ;  at  the  same  time  that  you 
will  also  see,  whose  Votes  or  influence  are  exposed 
to  the  double  bias  of  Irish  money  interests,  and 
English  systematic  Opposition,  united ;  as,  also, 
who  belong  to  that  third  class,  which,  without  an 
Irish  bias,  join  Emancipation  iipon  the  general 
Opposition  principle ;  who  are  the  lacquais-de- 
place,  waiting  for  every  and  any  Opposition 
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employer  that  comes ;  and  who  never  missed 
a  job,  in  the  Opposition  line,  in  all  their  days !  It 
is  not  that,  in  recommending  such  an  inqui- 
sition, I  have  any  desire  to  exclude  their  votes  j 
their  votes  are  Constitutional  votes,  but  they 
should  be  sifted ;  and  we  should  know  what 
those  we  follow  are  really  about,  and  for  what 
purpose  we  are  moving ;  and  not,  like  a  thought- 
less crowd,  dog  the  heels  of  any  one  that  is 
busy,  without  inquiring  why. — Call  your  ordi- 
nary rules  of  philosophising  to  your  aid,  and 
you  will  be  sure  to  suspect  some  private  reason, 
why  the  Dukes  of  Devonshire  and  the  Mar- 
quesses of  Lansdowne,  with  what  are  called 
'*  Whig"  stocks,  and  with  Irish  property,  are 
regularly  Emancipationists,  and  as  regularly 
Opposition-men  upon  a// public  questions  what- 
ever ;  while  the  Dukes  of  Northumberland  or 
Rutland,  born  with  no  such  clogs,  are  enabled 
to  pursue  the  opposite  course. — ^With  some. 
Emancipation  must  be  systematically  supported, 
because  it  is  an  Irish  question ;  with  others, 
because  it  is  an  Opposition  question,  pleasantly 
called  "  Whigr 
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I  am  not,  at  all,  by  the  way,  of  opinion,  that 
the  Constitution  requires  of  any  man,  to  abstain 
from  giving  his  Parliamentary  vote,  because  his 
private  interests  may  happen  to  be  engaged  in 
it.  Parliament  entertains  no  question  but 
upon  the  presumption  of  public  interest,  and  it 
proposes  to  decide  no  question,  but  in  confor- 
mity to  an  aggregate  of  private  interests;  and  I 
cannot  see,  therefore,  v^hy  the  private  interest 
of  an  individual  Member  of  Parliament  has  not 
as  plain  a  right  to  influence  the  decision,  as  the 
private  interest  of  any  one  not  in  Parliament. 
Upon  the  principle  which  has  been  contended 
for,  a  Baltic  merchant  (foi^example)  ought  not  to 
vote  upon  a  question  affecting  the  Baltic  trade, 
or  Baltic  peace  or  war;  a  proposition  which 
is  ridiculous.  To  resort,  too,  to  other  exam- 
ples and  deductions,  it  is  perfectly  indisput- 
able, that  if  a  Member  of  Parliament  ought  not 
to  vote  upon  a  public  question,  where  that  view 
of  the  question,  for  which  he  votes,  has  an  inci- 
dental agreement  with  his  own  private  interests; 
so,  neither,  in  similar  circumstances,  ought  an 
Elector  to  vot»  for  a  Member  of  Parliament, 
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whose  private  interests,  or  even  whose  public 
principles,  are  agreeable  to  him;  and,  thus, 
while  a  great  landholder,  whose  private  inte- 
rests may  be  supposed  capable  of  biassing  his 
Parlie^mentary  vote  upon  the  Corn  Question, 
ought,  for  that  reason,  to  abstain  from  voting ; 
so,  upon  strict  similarity  of  principle,  a  small 
landholder,  exposed  to  the  same  suspicions, 
ought  not  to  vote  for  the  great  landholder's 
seat  in  Parliament,  nor  for. any  gentleman's, 
whose  avowed  opinion  is  in  favour  of  the  Com 
Laws ;  all  which,  as  you  will  sufficiently  see,  is 
ridiculous.  Again ;  in  the  House  of  Lords,  every 
member  is  there,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of 
maintaining  his  own  personal  interests,  along 
with  the  interests  of  his  King,  his  peers,  and  all 
his  fellow-subjects;  an  analogy  which  further 
shows  the  absurdity  of  a  member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  if  he  shrinks,  either  from 
performing  his  public  duty,  in  the  public 
councils,  because,  in  so  doing,  he  performs, 
also,  his  private  duty  to  himself;  or,  even  if  he 
should  equally  shrink  from  openly  maintaining 
his  private  interests,  in  the  midst  of  the  public 
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councils.  But,  to  crown  all,  and  as  I  have 
before  suggested,  what  would  become  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Question,  if  no  vote  were 
given,  either  in  Parliament,  or  for  a  member  of 
Parliament,  by  those  that  have  private  interests 
to  serve,  individual  gains  to  make,  or  individual 
passions  to  gratify,  by  either  of  such  votes  in 
its  favour?  The  whole  principle,  therefore,  as 
well  as  practice,  of  the  Commons'  representa- 
tion, and  Commons'  authority  and  independence 
in  Parliament,  is  at  variance  with  the  purist 
doctrine  advanced ;  and  what  reason,  and  the 
Constitution,  require  is  only  this,  that,  as  with 
respect  to  certain  descriptions^  of  witnesses  in 
judicial  affairs,  who,  while  they  are  lawful  wit- 
nesses, are  yet  to  be  listened  to  with  caution ;  so, 
interested  Emancipation  voters,  like  other  inte- 
rested voters,  while  they  are  plainly  Constitu- 
tional voters,  are  yet  to  have  their  votes  valued 
at  no  more  than  they  are  worth.  Beyond  this, 
all  that  remains,  is  the  moral  duty,  that  no  man 
is  to  make  use  of  his  public  trust,  in  order  to 
serve  his  private  interests,  not  in  concordance 
with,  but  at  the  expense  of,  the  interests  of  the 
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public;  and^  how  this  latter  question  bears 
upon  our  present  immediate  subject  of  dis- 
course,  it  must  be  unnecessary  that  I  should 
point  out ! 

In  the  list  that  follows,  there  are  doubtless 
the  names  of  many  individuals  who  have  sub- 
scribed them  under  the  sincerest  persuasion,  and 
the  most  studied  conviction,  of  right,  along  with 
those  of  some  others,  who  have  done  the  same 
thing  through  the  most  thoughtless  compliance 
with  the  "  request  of  friends  ;" — ^as  the  Messrs. 
Cavendishes  and  Cokes  voted,  in  a  certain 
committee,  without  hearing  a  tittle  of  evidence ; 
as  very  many  of  the  voters  for  Emancipation 
have  voted  in  both  Houses ;  and  as  those  voters 
vote  every  day,  upon  many  other  questions. 
To  effect  the  separation,  however,  is  impossible 
forme.  Every  man  is  the  guardian  of  his  own 
honour ;  and  every  man  should  take  as  much 
care  as  possible,  that  his  actions  speak  for 
themselves;  that  his  name,  when  and  where 
he  writes  it,  should  be  written  in  characters 
that  will  themselves  pronounce  his  merits : — 
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SUBSCRIBEKS 

TO  THE 

RESOLUTIONS  OF  PROTESTANT  PEERS 

POSSESSING  PROPBRTT   IN    IRELAND. 
(See  Appendix,  No.  IV.) 


DUKES. 

Buckingham 

Leinster 

DeTonshire 

MARQUESSES. 

Clanricarde 

Londonderry 

Downshire 

Ormonde  and  Ossory 

Lansdowne 

Sligo 

EARLS. 

Albemarle 

Egmoni 

Annesley 

Essex 

Besborough 

Fitzwilliam 

Blesinton 

Fortescue 

Caledon 

Glengall 

Carysfert 

Gosford 

Charlemont 

GraHard 

Clare 

Howth 

Damley 

Kingston 

lie^ky 

Landatf 

IXMicmf^more 

Leitrim 
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Limerick 

Lucan 

Ludlow 

Meath 

MUltown 

Nugent 
Portarlington 
Westmeath 
Wicklow 

VISCOUNTS. 

Cremorne 

Harb^rton 

Clifden 

Lismore 

De  Vesci 

Northland 

Dillon 

BARONS. 

Ashbrook 

Dunraven 

Ashtown 
Brandon 

Dunsaney 
Hartland 

Hutchinson 

Clanmorria 

Riversdale 

Clonbrock 

Rossmore 

Cloncurry 

Dunally 

Dundn 

Sherborne 

Wallscourt 

Waterpark 

I  should  do  injustice  to  myself,  if  I  did  not 
say,  that  I  have  felt  the  transcribing  of  this  list 
a  very  unacceptable  task ;  and  that,  in  parti- 
cular, there  are  some  few  of  the  names  which  I 
include  in  it  with  a  severity  of  pain.    My  conso-. 
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lation,  upon  the  other  hand,  is  in  the  belief,  that 
only  a  very  small  number  of  the  Noble  subscri- 
bers ever  directed  their  serious  attention  to  what 
they  were  about;  and  that,  to  judge  from  cir- 
cumstances, and  with  respect  to  the  contents  of 
the  paper,  many  of  them  could  by  no  possibility 
have  known  any  thing  respecting  them,  at  the 
time  when  they  must  have  given  no  more  tha^ 
a  general  authority  to  some  friend,  to  use 
their  names,  at  all  times,  for  the  support  of  the 
common  cause.  A  carte*blanche,^  or  virtual 
general  proxy,  has  been  given,  by  one  Noble 
Lord,  to  another  Noble  Lord,  and  soon;  till 
those,  whose  names  are  lent  to  the  Resolutions, 
are  stained  but  with  remote  relationship,  in- 
deed, to^  the  immediate  actors  in  their  con- 
coction! The  Resolutions  purport  to  4iave 
been  signed  at  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's 
house,  in  Pall  Mall ;  but,  if  seven,  of  the  sixty- 
seven  Noble  persons  implicated,  ever  entered 
the  i>uke  of  Buckingham's  house  in  their  lives, 
the  Resolutions,  of  a  surety,  are  bravely  sanc- 
tioned !  Every  one  knows,  or  ought  f o  know, 
how  affairs  of  this  kind  are  mai^aged  in  the 
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world ;  and  how  di^rent  is  the  soene  behind 
the  curtain^  from  that  which  is  exposed  to  the 
common  gaze  of  spectators ;  so,  that  nothing, 
in  such  cases  as  this,  is  more  within  the  range 
of  probability,  than  the  supposition,  that  the 
greatfer  part  of  the  owners  of  the  names   sub- 
scribed, never  saw  the  Resolutions  till  all  the 
country  saw  them,   and  in  print!    Bht, this 
laxity  of  the  past,  will  justify  no  omissions  as 
to  the  future.    How  many  of  the  Noble  sub- 
scribers are  at  this  time  secretly  writhing  under 
a  just  sense  of  the  vulgar  charlatanerie  which 
invests  the  paper,  and  of  the  profound  political 
ignorance  which  it  embodies,  it  is  impossible 
to  ascertain ;  but,  for  that  very  reason,  as  well 
for  the  disabuse  of  their  fdlow-subjects,  and  for 
the  recovery  of  their  individual  characters,  they 
should  make  haste  to  renounce  its  connection ! 
If  the  Resolutions    had  come  from  a  rustic 
parish-vestry,  or  from  the  Dublin  Association, 
their  existence  might  have  been  immaterial ;  but, 
while  they  bear  the  exterior  of  proceeding  from 
sixty-seven  members  of  the  Peerage,   one  is 
bound  to  bang  one's  head  for  the  empire!  Earl 
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Nugent  may  succeed  in  delivering  himself 
from  all  contamination  through  the  Gwenappe 
Mining  Company ;  but  his  lordship  has  a  far 
heavier  debt  to  pay,  not  alone  to  his  political 
reputation,  but  to  his  personal  honour,  by  ex- 
plaining through  what  vexatious  and  ill-starred 
channel,  his  pure  and  elevated  name  has  come 
to  figure  among  the  names  of  the  immortal 
Sixty-seven ! 


POSTSCRIPT. 

It  will  be  gathered  from  the  Parliamentary 
Return  of  Irish  Freeholders  (see  Appendix, 
No.  V),  that  the  Forty-shilling  Freeholders, 
by  lease  and  in  fee  together,  are,  to  the  whole 
body  of  freeholders,  nearly  as  three  to  one ;  or, 
that  their  number  composes  three-fourths  of 
all  the  Freehold  electors  of  Ireland ;  or,  that,  in 
rough  figures,  the  scheme  of  abolishing  the 
elective  franchise  of  Irish  Forty- Shilling  Free- 
holders, is  a  scheme  to  reduce  the  number  of 
Irish  Freehold  electors,  Koman  Catholic  and 
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Protestant,  from  about  200,000,  to  about  26,000. 
The  precise  figures,  afforded  us  by  the  Parlia- 
mentary Return,  just  referred  to,  are  these: — 

Forty-shilling  Leasehold  Freeholders         .  103,221 

Ditto  Freeholders  in  fee  .  1,661 


Total  Freholders  under  £20     .    164,882 


Irish  Freeholders,  of  the  value  of  £20  6.484 

Ditto,  of  the  value  of  £60  .         .  19,710 


Total  Freeholders  £20  and  upward  26,204 


Freeholders  under  £20  164,882 

Ditto  of  £20  and  upward  .  26,204 


Total  Irish  Freeholders  191,086 

Freeholders,  proposed,  by  the  Emancipationists, 

to  be  disfranchised  164,882 


Total  number  to  which  the  Freehold  electors,RomaQ 
Catholic  andProtestant,were  proposed,  by  die 
Emancipationists,  to  be  reduced  26,284 


Total  present  Aumber  191,086 

Total  number,  proposed,  by  the  Emancipationists, 

to  be  disfranchised,  .  164,882 

In  one  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand  and 
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eighty -six  Freeholders  in  Ireland,  Messrs. 
O'Connell,  Canning,  Brougham,  Lord  King, 
Sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett; 
proposed,  therefore,  during  the  late  session  of 
Parliament,  to  disfranchise  no  fewer  than  one 
hundred  and  stwiy-four  thousand^  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-two;  and,  by  that  step,  to  confine,  in 
Ireland,  and  as  far  as  Freeholders  are  concerned, 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  voting  for  members 
of  Parliament  (the  essential  right  of  British 
citizenship),  to  twenty-six  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  dghty-four  persons,  in  a  population  of  seven 
millions — that  being  the  present  probable  popu- 
ation  of  all  Ireland,  Roman  Catholic  and  Pro- 
testant ! 

And  what,  then,  were  these  patriotic  person- 
ages, and  all  their  Liberal  presses,  and  all  the 
"  enlightened"  public,  really  about,  when  they 
were  so  wickedly  arrested  in  their  career,  by 
the  blood-thirsty  and  ignorant  bigots,  and  insane 
and  savage  enemies  of  Ireland,  of  whom  I  am 
one ; — ^and  what  were  their  real  motives,  and 
wi^at  are  their  real  political  principles,  these 
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Messrs.  O'Connell,  Canning,  Brougham,  Lord 
King,  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett ; — or,  shall  I  be  answered,  with  reference 
to  those  gentlemen,  as  I  was  once  answered,  in 
Boston,  when,  in  genuine  simplicity,  I  asked, 
what  could  be  the  principle  upon  which  the  Fe- 
deralists, in  New  York,  could  be  acting  as  at  the 
moment  they  were  ? — "  They  have  no  princi- 
ple, Sir,  in  New  York,"  hastily  returned  my 
Federalist  respondent ; — '*  and  never  had  any  /" 

But,  what  was  the  motive  {(or  I  have  not  read 
the  debates)  for  this  wholesale  disfranchisement 
of  the  Irish  and  English  patriots  and  ''Whigs?" 
Was  it  an  intimate  sense  (however  exter- 
nally denied),  that  Roman  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion threatened  a  Protestant  Constitution;  and 
that,  therefore,  it  was  necessary  to  narrowRoman 
Catholic  power  upon  the  one  hand,  in  some  pro- 
portion, at  least,  to  its  enlargement  upon  the 
other?  For,  you  do  not  need  to  be  reminded, 
that  the  wealth  of  Ireland  is  with  Protestantism, 
though  the  numbers  are  with  Roman  Catholicism ; 
that  the  usual  estimate  is,  that  if  five-sixths  of 
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the  population  is  Roman  Catholic,  five-sixths  of 
the  property  is  Protestant;  and  that,  in  practice, 
and  in  intention,  the  disfranchisement  of  the 
Forty-shilling  voters  in  Ireland,  is  the  disfran- 
chisement of  the  great  body  of  Roman  Catholic 
voters ;  the  partial  sacrifice  of  Protestant  votes, 
by  the  same  measure,  being  no  more  than  the 
incidental  and  unwished-for  operation  of  a 
measure  necessarily  made  general  in  its  terms, 
for  the  sake  of  decency ! 

And  what  was  the  argument — for,  of  that, 
I  caught  a  glimpse — for  the  disfiranchise^ — ^for 
this  violent  contradiction  of  all  the  principles 
of  Parliamentary  Reform,  and  Universal,  or  even 
General  Suffrage;  so  easily,  perhaps,  to  be  recon- 
ciled with  the  public  life  of  Mr.  Canning,  but 
so  marvellous  in  reference  to  that  of  Sir  Francis 
Burdett  ?  Why,  that  the  Forty-shilling  voters 
are  for  the  most  part  poor ;  have,  therefore,  no 
will  of  their  own  in  voting ;  and  are  driyen,  in 
point  of  fact,  in  droves  to  the  hustings.  Why, 
ans  poverty  affords  an  argument  just  as  applica- 
ble in  Great  Britain  as  in  Ireland ;  and  it  is  hence 
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that  poor  English  voters  are  to  learn,  what  is 
the  tenure  of  their  votes,  upon  the  principles  of 
Messrs.  Brougham,  Wilson,  and  Burdett,  and 
the  remainder!  It  is  but  the  othjr  day, 
that  a  London  Sunday-newspaper  (one  which 
I  should  describe,  like  the  Sunday-news- 
papers generally,  as  Radical  and  Jacobinical) 
ridiculed  the  speeches  of  the  lordly  **  Whigs'* 
of  Chester,  which  called  for  independence 
of  spirit  in  English  electors.  Such  language, 
it  said,  cost  nothing  in  patrician  mouths; — 
but,  that  the  English  electors,  for  the  most 
part,  were  poor  men,  and,  consequently,  were 
not  to  be  dreamed  of  as  haying  an  independence 
of  vote!  Why,  figuratively — ^nay  literally  speak- 
ing— fas  I  have  said  with  another  reference) 
I  have  seen  the  same  (friving  of  voters  in  the 
United  States  of  North  America ;  and,  rely  upon 
it,  that  wherever  you  give  political  birth-rights 
to  the  poor,  they  will  be  sold,  like  all  the  other 
possessions  oi  the  poor,  for  a  mess  of  pottage ;  the 
rights  being,  at  the  best,  a  pleasant,  and,  often, 
an  unregarded  luxury,  while  the  pottage  is 
that  sort  of  necessary,  for  which  the  poor,  ex- 
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cosably  or  not,  will  commonly  part  with  every 
thing  else ; — a  stale,  but  formidable  argument 
(an  argument  supported  by  all  the  wisdom,  and 
all  the  works,  of  all  our  ancestors),  against  the 
wide  diffusion,  of  suffrage ;  and  an  argument,  at 
this  hour,  in  the  mouths  of  all  such  as  are  mal- 
content in  the  United  States  of  North  America ! — 
The  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  is  a/uitc- 
tian,  the  discharge  of  which  is  entrusted  to  the 
citizen  for  the  benefit  of  the  State,  not  less 
than  a  liberty  bestowed  for  the  individual  ad- 
vantage of  the  citizen ;  and,  if,  in  practice, 
poverty^ — or,  if  any  condition  or  occupation,  of 
life, — virtually  throws  back  the  individual  into 
the  servile  state — takes  from  him  the  freedom  of 
his  will — makes  his  actions  dependent  on  the 
choice  of  another,  or  of  others ; — then  (what- 
ever may  be  theoretically  premised  of  the  equal 
rights  of  men),  it  is  obvious,  that  the  deposit  of 
the  elective  franchise  in  such  hands,  can  be 
permitted,  neither  with  safety  to  the  State,  nor 
with  .advantage  to  the  individual, — unless,  in- 
deed, as  to  the  latter  point,  we  give  him  a  vote, 
purposely  that  he  may  dispose  of  it  under  some 
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sordid  bargain,  and  expressly  to  enable  the  /wr- 
chaser  to  enjoy,  by  purchase,  that  additional 
number  of  votes  which  is  denied,  either  to  his 
wealth,  or  to  his  condition,  by  the  lawl  In  the 
United  States,  the  slave-holders  have  pluralities 
of  votes,  according  to  the  number  of  their  Haves; 
and  it  is  plain,  that,  virtually  speaking,  the  same 
privilege  is  enjoyed  by  the  rich,  in  whatever  in- 
stance the  elective  franchise  is  held  by  such  as, 
from  the  necessities  of  their  personal  condition, 
can  exercise  it  only  in  compliance  with  the 
choice  of  a  landlord,  an  employer,  or  a  cus- 
tomer; because  all  such  persons,  however  they 
may  escape  the  name,  are,  to  that  extent  at 
least,  substantially  in  the  state  of  servitude  or 
bondage.  The  old  and  sound  principle  of  our 
ancestors  was,  that  he,  whom  the  law  did  not 
make  z,  freeman^  must  be  debarred  the  frvoikges 
of  a  freeman ;  as,  for  example,  those  of  being 
heard  upon  his  oath,  and  of  exercising  the  elective 
franchise ;  and  this,  not  out  of  unkindness  to- 
ward the  servile  class,  but  solely  because  that 
class  was  in  a  state  of  dependence  upon  others, 
to  whom,  therefore,  the  means  of  commanding 
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the  actions  of  those  in  servitude  must  be  liable 
to  give  an  undue  and  unequal  preponderance, 
in  all  the  transactions,  private  or  public,  of  civil 
life.  The  principle,  it  will  be  seen  (though  not 
Ae  precise  form),  of  this  precedent,  applies 
equally  in  the  denial  of  Universal  Suffrage  in 
the  modem  circumstances  of  society.  The  free- 
labourers  in  the  United  States  (the  placemen, 
the  city-watchmen,  the  carpenters  in  a  ship- 
yard, the  dealers,  and  all  the  rest),  vote  (as  a 
general  rule)  with  the  same  submission  to  the 
will  of  others,  as  would  the  black  slaves  upon 
the  tobacco  or  cotton  plantations,  if  the  Con- 
stitution gave,  to  those  recognised,  and  cer- 
tainly more  involuntary  slaves,  the  same  rights 
as  those  enjoyed  by  the  other  natives  of  the 
soil.  A  similar  scene  presents  itself  in  Eng- 
land; and  how,  under  any  free  government 
whatever,  should  the  fact  be  otherwise;  be- 
cause, how  can  those,  whose  absolute  subsist- 
ence depends  upon  others,  enjoy,  as  a  general 
rule,  any  absolute  independence  of  civil  con- 
duct; and  whence  can  it  be  made  to  ap- 
pear reasonable,  that,  reversing  the  principle  of 
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our  ancestors,  the  elective  franchise  should  be 
made  general  in  England,  without  reference 
(among  other  references)  to  those  civil  circum- 
stances which  best  promise  a  freedom  of  action 
upon  the  part  of  the  elector  ?  In  point  of  fact, 
if,  in  England,  it  were  a  Constitutional  object, 
that  every  citizen  of  the  State  should  wear  a 
diamond  brooch ;  where,  either  publicly  or  pri- 
vately considered,  would  be  the  utility  of  giving 
diamond  brooches,  except  to  that  portion  of  the 
King's  subjects  whose  condition  did  not  ensure 
the  probability  of  their  parting  with  them  for 
the  mess  of  pottage  of  which  I  have  already 
spoken,  and  thus  throwing,  in  unequal  numbers, 
too,  into  the  possession  of  another  class,  having 
pottage  to  give  in  exchange,  whole  pockets-full 
of  purchased  diamond  brooches?— But,  if  there 
is  any  justice  in  these  reflections,  what  must 
every  where  be  the  plain  operation  of  Universal 
Suffrage,  and  of  all  nearer  or  more  distant 
approaches  to  that  institution,  but  an  increased 
multiplication  of  the  civil  advantages  of  wealth? 
— And  thus  much  for  the  merits  of  the  wide 
diffusion  of  the  elective  franchise,,  considered 
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• 

niQder  the  sale  aspect  of  the  objections  to  be 
offered  to  it  in  relation  to  the  poverty,  and  con- 
sequent state  of  dependence,  of  those  to  whom, 
under  the  influence  of  that  diffusion,  it  must, 
as  to  the  greater  number,  fall. — What  is  the 
tendency  of  diffusive  suffrage,  if  not  to  the 
aggravation  of  that  scene  of  electioneering 
profligacy,  depravity,  and  sensual  cravingness, 
against  which  the  Marquess  of  Tavistock  has 
lately  appealed,  in  his  manly  and  admirably-writ- 
ten address  to  the  Electors  of  the  County  of  Bed- 
ford? And,  upon  what  solid  and  fearless  ground, 
let  us,  in  this  place,  ask,  ought  the  more  indepen- 
dent voices  to  resist  Universal  Suffrage?  Out  of 
any  ill  toward  the  poor  and  det>endent?  Cer- 
tainly not;  but,  because  the  investiture  of  these 
latter  with  a  franchise  which  they  can  so  seldom 
independently  make  use  of,  only  results,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  giving  an  undue  and  unequal  power 
to  wealth;  and,  therefore,  in  oppressing  the  really 
independent  part  of  their  fellow-citizens,  weakens 
rather  than  strengthens,  the  arms  of  public  liberty. 
That  the  poor,  nevertheless,  sometimes  suffer 
from  the  exclusive  possession  of  civil  power  by 
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the  rich,  is  what  I  am  quite  free  to  acknow-' 
ledge.  It  is  one  of  those  evils^  however^  to 
which  we  must  submit,  iu  withdrawing  our- 
selves from  evils  still  greater ;  and,  of  this  latter 
dei^cription,  I  am  equally  free  (for  my  previous, 
not  less  than  for  other  reasons)  to  say,  would 
be,  the  exclusive,  or  even  the  excessive  civil 
power  of  the  poor.  The  interests  of  the  poor 
have  their  proper,  or,  at  least,  their  safest 
guardians,  in  the  moral  dispositions  of  the 
rich,  in  the  personal  interest  of  the  rich  in  the 
welfare  of  the  poor,  and  in  the  general  identity 
of  the  interests  of  the  poor  with  the  interests 
of  the  whole  State ;  and  most  certain,  at  least, 
it  is,  that  the  particular  prejudices  and  induce- 
ments of  the  poor,  could  not  be  expected  to 
give,  to  their  civil  power,  a  favourable  influence 
upon  those  general  interests. — You  will  observe, 
that  I  keep  wholly  out  of  view,  in  this  inquiry, 
the  relative  quantities  of  political  knowledge  pos- 
sessed by  the  richer  and  poorer  classes  respec- 
tively ;  an  omission  which  I  deliberately  make, 
because,  upon  various  accounts,  the  considera- 
tion is  of  no  more  than  very  subordinate  im- 
portance. 
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With  respect  to  our  own  country,  indeed,  a 
second  ground  for  the  undue  diffusion  of  the 
elective  franchise  is  assumed;  namely,  that  the 
existing  limitati<His  do  not,  in  point  of  fact, 
bear,  for  the  great  part,  upon  the  relative  estates 
d*the  fmnchised  and  unfranchised;  many  indi^ 
viduals  of  great  wealth  deriving  4io  elective 
franchise  from  their  wtealth,  while  others«^re  per- 
mitted to  enjoy  the  franchise,  though  in  the 
midst  of  greater  or  less  indigence. 

But,  this  observation  seems  only  to  elicit  a 
second  Constitutional  principle,  and  indeed,  to 
illustrate  what  I  have  formerly  said,  of  the  par- 
tial impertinence  of  the  inquiry  concerning  the 
wealth  of  the  individuals,  in  any  Constitutional 
d^nition  of  tbepe&ple.  The  rights  of  the  peo* 
pie  are  reserved,  not  for  those  who  possess  ex- 
traordinary wealth,  but  for  those,  whose  several 
circumstances  are  adapted  to  render  them  faith- 
ful citizens  of  the  State.  It  is  not,  after  a  cer* 
tain  limit,  the  emount  of  the  subject's  wealth, 
but  its  description,  into  which  the  Constitution 
inquires.  After  willing  that  the  citizen  must  be 
3  q2 
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/ree,  it  further  wills,  that  he  must  possess  that 
which,  in  some  manner,  fixes  him  to  the  soil, 
and  therefore  to  some  particular  spot  upon  the 
soil ;  and,  here^  his  possession  of  land,  or  of  the 
freedom  or  livery  of  a  borough  or  city  (for 
"  livery"  primitively  signifies  no  more  than 
freedom,  and  is  only  another  form  of  the  word 
•'  liberty"— 4he  city  of  London's  "  good  men 
of  Uverjf\  being  less  the  men  who  wear 
Ivoery  gowns,  but  those  who  enjoy  and  belong 
to  the  city's  **  liberty") ;  the  subject's  posses- 
sion of  this  land,  or  city  or  burgess  liberty,  con- 
stitutes that  link  of  local  attachment  which  is  the 
next  demand  of  the  Constitution,  and  which 
it  values  more,  beyond  all  comparison,  than 
whole  sacks  of  that  gold  which  the  merchant  or 
others  can  ship  for  any  country  that  they  choose. 
And  is  any  subject  oppressed  by  this  distinc- 
tion? Assuredly  not.  The  man  of  wealth 
can  at  all  times  invest  his  wealth  in  the  soil ;  or 
enrol  himself  with  some  city  or  borough,  and 
thus,  as  in  the  case  of  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects, make  himself,  at  his  own  pleasure,  a  ct^i- 
zen  of  the  State; — a  possessor  of  the  elective, 
along  with  other,  franchises. 
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That  the  civil  abjection,  in  the  mean  time, 
of  the  Irish  Forty-shilling  Freeholders,  is  not 
greater,  nor  more  universal,  than  that  of  the  same 
class  of  voters  elsewhere,  and  therefore  entails 
no  peculiar 'motive  for  Irish  disfranchisement, 
ought  to  appear  from  an  anecdote  exultingly 
related  in  one  of  Mr.  O'ConneU's  Dublin  news- 
papers, in  which  a  Forty-shilling  Freeholder, 
and  working  blacksmith,  at  theOldBridge,  near 
Clonmel,  is  described  as  giving  no  very  slavish 
reception  to  the  personal  canvass  of  Lord  George 
,  Beresford : — **Is  Casey  within"(so  goes  the  tale), 
said  my  Lord  George  ?  **  Casey  (who  was  work- 
ing at  the  anvil  at  the  time,  and  who,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  gentlemen,  dropped  his  iroo^  and,  by 
way  of  respect,  turned  down  his  shirt  sleeves) 
replies,  *  Yes,  your  honour  f  -^  *  Casey,*  re- 
joins Lord  George;  *  I  am  come  to  solicit 
your  vote  and  interest  at  the  next  election  T — 
Casey,  recovering  himself,  and  assuming,  says 
the  Emancipation  narrative,  that  manly  attitude 
which  should  characterise  every  Forty-shilling 
Freeholder,  now  answers,  *  Do  you  see  that 
bellows  ?    If  that  bellows  had  a  vote,  and  if  it 
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voted  for  you^  I  am  d — d  if  ever  another  blast 
should  be  blown  out  of  it !' " 

So,  then,  Messrs.  Brougham,  Wilson,  and 
Burdett,  when  they  purpose  to  disfranchise  the 
great  mass  of  all  the  Irish  Forty-shilling  Free- 
holders, must  tell  us,  if  they  were  to  explain 
themselves,  that  they  wish  to  do  so,  either  be* 
cause  they  are  poor  (which  is  an  argument  a^ 
applicable  in  Great  Britian  as  in  Ireland),  or 
because  they  are  Roman  Catholic^-r-^nd  this  lat- 
ter is  an  argument  which  ought  to  place  in  a  new 
point  of  view,  either  the  concealed  motives, 
or  else  the  intelligible  principles,  of  those  who 
agitate  the  Roman  Catholic  Question ! 

I  ask,  again,  then,  what  were  the  real  mo- 
tives of  the  Emancipationists,  for  this  proposal 
to  invade  the  elective  franchise  in  Ireland? 
Are  those  gentlemen  as  dissatisfied  as  myself, 
with  the  eicisting  legality  of  Roman  Catholic 
voting  in  Ireland ;  and  did  they,  as  practical 
men,  aim  at  the  diminution  of  an  evil  which 
they  could  not  wholly  put  to  flight  ? 
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But,  the  employment  of  the  tale  of  poverty, 
which  would  tell  just  as  well  in  England  as  in 
Ireland,  is  of  a  piece  with  the  principle  of  the 
proposition,  to  give  two  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds  a  year  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
Clergy.  Mr.  Brougham,  quoting  Burke,  and 
yet  fearing  that,  from  the  deficiencies  of  his 
memory,  he  might  do  injustice  to  the  language 
of  his  author,  extols  the  establishment  of  a 
wealthy  Clergy  of  the  Establishment,  and  en- 
forces Burke's  proposition,  that  their  wealth  is 
conducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  poorest  British 
subject;  but  (to  say  nothing,  here,  of  the 
other  enormities  of  the  proposal),  what  would 
be  its  success,  but  to  lay  a  foundation  for  this 
ulterior  argument,  so  happily  within  the  reach 
of  the  intellects  and  education  of  Liberals : — 
If  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  a- 
year  are  sufficient  for  a  Clergy,  laboriously 
.ministering  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  sis  mil- 
lions of  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland,  what  ought 
to  be  the  annual  income  of  a  Protestant  Clergy, 
ministering  to  the  far  less  importunate  wants 
of  less  thznjifteen  tnillions  of  British  subjects 
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remaining?  —  I  say,  less  importunate  wants; 
for,  the  labours,  which  Roman  Catholics  impose 
upon  their  priests,  in  return  for  their  subjec- 
tion to  them,  and,  in  reality,  enforcing  and 
encouraging  that  subjection,  is  without  end. 
A  Roman  Catholic  priest,  describing  to  me 
the  teazings  of  his  flock,  observed,  that  a  far- 
mer, still  living,  whose  name  he  mentioned, 
had  already  summoned  him,  and  obtained  his 
attendance,  during  a  long  illness,  no  fewer  than 
fifteen  times,  by  day  and  by  night,  to  admi- 
nister the  viaticum,  in  the  expectation  of  a 
speedy  departure ! 

But,  would  this  invasion  of  the  rights  of  so 
many  of  the  voters  of  Ireland,  and  this  scheme 
of  buying  the  "  unbought"  Roman  Catholic 
Clergy  of  that  country,  have  its  influence  ?  I 
think  that  they  would ;  though  I  have  no  pre- 
sent leisure  for  stating  the  dark  principles  upon 
which  I  should  account  for  their  operation,  any 
more  than  to  make  other  additions  to  this  Post- 
script, which  I  intended  at  commencing  it. 
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LETTER  XXXVIIL 

I  HAVE  paused  upon  the  question,  whether 
or  not  it  must  be  inevitable,  that  every  subject 
of  the  King,  is  a  citizen  of  the  State;  of  which 
State,  the  King  is  the  personification,  as,  at  the 
same  time,  his  Crown  is  its  symbol?  But,  in 
writing  the  words  of  the  proposition  to  be 
mooted,  I  found  myself  instantly  obliged  to  qua- 
lify the  term  oi  subject^  by  compounding  it  into 
**  free  subject ;"  and  this  qualification  supplies 
the  answer.  It  is  the  free  subject  only,  who  is 
the  citizen.  Now,  there  are  two  kinds  of  dvU 
freedom^  the  personal,  and  the  political.  He, 
that  is  without  personal  fireedom  is  a  slwoe  or 
bondman ;  but,  he,  only,  that  is  free  of  the  State, 
is  the  citixen, —  is  the  political  freeman.  The 
State  is  the  city;  for,  it  is  an  idle  conceit,  which 
has  lately,  by  certain  complainants,  been  put 
forth  in  France  (where,  at  present,  there  are  no 
cities,  nor  other  incorporated  towns,  that  the  name 
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of  French  citixensy  given  to  the  whole  people,  in- 
volves a  solecism  in  language.  But,  to  be  free 
of  a  State, — to  be  its  citizen, — implies  a  com- 
pliance with  the  established  conditions  —  an 
unqualified  adherence  to  its  laws.  Now,  in 
this  kingdom,  the  primary  established  condi- 
tion, and  primary  law  to  be  adhered  to,  is  the 
acceptance  of  the  doctrine,  discipline,  and  go- 
vernment of  the  United  Church  of  England  and 
Ireland.  Refusing  this,  no  natural-born  sub- 
ject, nor  other,  however  qualified  to  become  free 
— to  become  a  citizen  of  the  State, — is  a  citizen 
in  fact, —  is  a/ree  subject;  but  only  a  tolerated 
participator  in  the  protection, — in  the  freedom, — 
in  the  liberties, — of  the  true  citizens  or  subjects. 
Thus,  then,  I  am  entirely  justified  in  teaching, 
that  what  is  asked  for  Roman  Catholics  and 
Dissenters,  is^  not  to  **  restore  them  to  undoubted 
rights/' — but  to  give  them,  for  the  first  time, 
rights  to  which  they  have  no  Constitutional 
daim ; — that  it  is  not,  being  citizens,  to  repossess 
them  of  the  rights  of  citizens ; — to  obliterate  a 
pretendedly  invidious  distinction  between  citi- 
zen and  citizen,  and  to  give,  or  to  acknowledge. 
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equal  rights,  in  egtial  ciaimants;— not  to  do  jmtice, 
as  it  is  called^to  our  fellow-citizens; — but,  now,  for 
the  first  time,  to  make  them  citizens ;  and,  by  that 
act,  to  put  them,  at  once,  and  without  further 
discussion,  into  the  full  and  undisputed  pos* 
session  of  the  ^ual  rights  demanded !  They 
enjoy,  at  present,  no  equal  rights,  ooly  because 
they  are  no  citizens,  —  have  no  equal  title  to 
rights; — and  the  Constitution,  at  present,  re- 
fuses to  admit  them  to  citizenship,  only  because 
they  refuse  to  admit  the  authority  of  the 
Constitution.  It  is  here,  however,  that  we  are 
turned  back  upon  the  inquiries, — ''  What  is 
the  Constitution," — and,  "  What  is  the  Consti- 
tution good  for  ?"  It  is  here,  that  we  see  plainly, 
that  the  true^roposal  made,  is,  not  to  '*  restore" 
the  Constitution,  but  to  change  it;  and,  that  all 
which  belongs  to  the  other  side,  consists,  simply 
in  defending  the  Constitution  as  we  have  it« — 
Or,  were  it  more  regular,  and  better  learned,  to 
use  a  different  language ;  and  to  say,  that  every 
subject  of  the  King  is  necessarily  a  citizen  of  the 
State,  but  that  there  may  be  unequal  classes  of 
citizens,  and  therefore  an  inequality  of  rights 
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among  citizens; — stili,  the  substantial  result, 
and  practical  employment  of  the  two  proposi- 
tions, would  be  the  same.  But  every  subject 
of  the  King  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  State.  Every 
male  person,  born  in  any  part  of  the  dominions 
of  the  King  (including  the  free  persons,  and  the 
Creole  slaves,  of  the  West  Indies,  is  entitled  to 
land  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  and  to  become, 
either  a  knight  (or  freeholder),  or  citizen,  or 
burgess ;  that  is,  one  of  the  Commons  of  the 
Kingdom,  or  Citizens  of  the  State ;  but,  except 
by  this  mode  of  qualification,  he  is  not  a  citi- 
zen. It  follows  equally,  that  no  individual,  even 
though  born  in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  if  not 
a  knight,  citizen,  nor  burgess,  though  a  sub- 
ject of  the  King,  is  one  of  the  Gomilions  of  the 
Kingdom, — one  of  the  Citizens  of  the  State. 
And,  if  there  are  Constitutional  distinctions  of 
this  kind,  there  is  room  for  similar  Constitu- 
tional distinctions  under  other  views.  You  see, 
meanwhile,  what  kindred  questions  are  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation  and  Universal  Sufirage ; 
and  yet  Mr.  Canning  joins  the  RadiaUs  upon 
the  one,  though  he  flies  from  them  upon  the 
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other ! — Mr.  O'Connell  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett 
consistently  espouse  both. 

All  who  are  born  upon  the  King's  territory, 
— or  under  the  King's  flag,  whether  free  or 
bond,  are  subjects  of  the  British  Crown,  and 
so  are  citizens  of  the  one  British  State  or 
city;  while,  as  to  domestic  or  internal  go- 
vernment, such,  whether  free  or  bond,  as  are 
born  only  in  the  British  dependencies,  or  ''  do>- 
minions  belonging  to  the  kingdom,"  are  no  citi- 
zens of  the  British  Islands,  or  state,  or  king- 
dom, proper ;  though,  under  their  title  of  Bri- 
tish subjects,  they  have  a  general,  or  primd 
facie  tight,  to  the  acquisition.  They  may  land 
upon  the  British  coast  whenever  they  please, 
and  may  become  citizens  of  the  soil;  but, 
while,  being  bom  only  in  the  British  depen- 
dencies, they  remain  in  theni,  though  British 
subjects,  owing  British  allegiance,  and  entitled 
to  British  protection,  they  are  citizens  of  the 
dependencies  only. 

If,  then,  I  am  thus  far  rights  we  are  npw 
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plainly  in  possession  of  two  classes  of  British 
subjects,  of  which  one  is,  and  the  other  is  not, 
entitled  to  the  name  and  rights  of  a  British 
citizen;  —  which,  in  short,  beside  being  the 
fellow-subjects  of  native  Englishmen,  spre  also 
the  JeUow-citizens  of  the  Citizens  of  the  State, 
or.  Commons  of  the  Kingdom. 

Now,  in  this  subdivision,  we  take  no  notice 
of  which  is  bond,  and  which  is  free,  with  re* 
spect  to  citizenship  in  the  British  dependencies. 
Bondage,  where  it  exists  under  the  British 
Crown,  exists  only  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
British  State,  or  City ;  and  is  a  condition  which 
may,  indeed  (and  observe  this  point),  attach 
itself  to  a  class  of  British  mbjects,  but  cannot  be 
found  among  British  citizens.  But,  this  being 
so,  every  native  of  all  the  British  territories, 
is  alike  eligible  (as  I  have  just  before  said)  to 
become  a  British  citizen. 

"**  Slaves  cannot  breathe  in  England, 


**  Hiey  touch  our  island,  and  their  shackles  fall ;'' 

in  reality,  they  quit  the  soil  of  which  slavery  is 
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the  local  institution^  and  they  are  free  over  the 
whole  world  beside.  There  is,  then,  no  ques- 
tion of  bondage,  no  question  of  colour,  to  be 
raised,  against  any  British  subject  whatever, 
when  he  demands,  in  the  British  Islands,  an 
equalitt/  of  civil  rights.  But,  what  at  last 
remains?  Why,  as  I  have  assumed  in  a  pre- 
ceding Letter  (Letter  XX),  we  are  to  ask,  What 
is  his  religion  ?  For,  if  he  does  not  profess  the 
faith  of  the  Established^  Church,  then,  be  he 
whom  he  will,  white,  black,  or  yellow ;  Eng- 
lishman, or  West  Indian,  Mahometan,  Fetiche- 
man,  Buddhist,  Greek,  Roman  Catholic,  or 
Dissenter,  there  is  an  end  to  his  present 
taking  up  of  his  freedom  in  our  city;  notwith- 
standing that  he  was  born  with  a  conditional 
right  to  do  so,  and  that  his  eligibility  can  never 
cease  but  with  his  breath. 

I  shall  despair,  my  dearest  friend,  of  placing 
this  great  question  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  in 
a  clearer  light  than  I  have  now  given  it.  I 
frequently  repeat  my  propositions,  either  in  the 
anxiety  to  improve  upon  their  terms,  or  in  thAt 
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of  meeting  any  previous  ideas  of  your  own.  But, 
I  have  now,  as  I  think,  shown  you  unanswer- 
ably ;  first,  that  every  subject  is  not  necessarily 
a  citizen,  and,  secondly,  in  what  manner,  and 
in  what  manner  only,  our  British  citizens  are 
divided  from  simple  subjects.  Let  me  add, 
however,  one  other  important,  because  strongly 
distinguishing  view^  A  man  has  no  choice  about 
being  a  subject;  he  has  every  choice  as  to  being 
a  citizen.  He  has  all  the  burdens,  as  well  as 
all  the  gifts,  of  subjection,  from  the  mere  fact 
of  birth.  He  owes  allegiance^  and  he  has  a 
claim  to  be  defended  in  return,  in  all  his 
personal  rights ;  in  life,  limb,  goods,  and  good 
name.  But  the  rights  of  the  citizen  come  from 
a  different  source ;  they  confer  different  benefits, 
and  they  imply  different  obligations.  They 
come  from  the  Constitution;  they  are  at  the 
option  of  every  subject's  choice;  they  are 
bestowed  only  upon  such  subjects  as  accept  the 
Constitution.  In  one  word,  too,  a  man  may  be 
a  subject  of  the  King,  and  yet  not  a  citizen  of 
the  State,  merely  through  the  truth  of  the  sim- 
ple proposition.  That  a  part  is  not  the  whole. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


977 

The  State,  or>  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  is 
an  assemblage  of  institutions.  Of  those  insti- 
tutions, the  King's  throne  is  one ;  but,  since  it 
is  only  one,  a  connection  with  that  one,  stops 
short  of  implying  a  connection  with  the  whole. 

And,  see,  in  this  place,  the  final  unravelling 
of  two  grand  mysteries.  Mr.  Canning  is  unable 
to  discover,  how  we  can  treat  the  Roman 
Catholic  as  a  subject  of  the  King  ought  to  be 
treated,  8md  yet  not  treat  him  as  a  citizen  of  the 
SUUe.  If  Mr.  Canning  would  reflect  a  little, 
he  would  find,  that  this  is  the  statement  of  his 
whole  difficulty. 

But,  the  seccMid  mystery  lies  here.  Why  are 
the  rights  of  the  citizen  and  the  subject  thus 
distinct? — Because,  as  I  have  said,  the  one 
state  is  involuntary,  ahd  is  ev^i  forced ;  while 
the  other  is  voluntary;  may  be  freely  removed ; 
may  be  taken  up,  or  laid  down,  at  pleasure. 
The  King  .has  irresistible  rights  against  his 
subjects ;  the  State  has  few  irresktible  rights 
agai&ftt  the  citizen.    The  general  character  of 
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the  subject  admits  of  all  degrees  of  loyalty,  but 
none  of  those  can  alter  his  subjection.  It  is  of 
no  importance,  as  we  have  seen,  whether  or 
not  the  subject  adheres  to  the  religion  of  the 
State;  but  it  is  of  every  importance  upon  the 
part  of  the  citizen.  The  essential  character  of 
the  subject,  is/  that  the  Crown,  or  the  State,  has 
rights  against  him;  the  essential  characteristic 
of  the  citizen  is,  that  he  has  rights  against  the 
State.  I  should  think,  that,  to  a  man  of  Mr. 
Canning's  intellect  and  studies,  it  could  not  be 
necessary  to  say  more  1  Mr.  Canning  would 
surely,  at  length,  perceive  all  the  distinctions ; 
would  see  that  the  particularopinions,  and  con- 
sequent biases  of  conduct,  in  the  subject,  are 
of  no  comparative  importance  to  the  Sovereign ; 
that  he  treads  upon  all  with  his  power ;  that  he 
is  in  the  position  of  the  commander  in  the  field, 
who  cares,  comparatively,  but  little,  for  the 
country,  or  for  the  apinions,  of  his  troops,  but 
rules  all  alike  by  his  discipline.  That,  upon  the 
other  hand,  the  citizen  is  a  citizen  to  please 
himself;  if  he  withdraws  his  citizenship,  the 
State  never  follows  him ;  and  he  can  be  neither 
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an  useful  nor  a  safe  citizen,    longer  than  h6 
thinks  and  feels,  and  therefore  acts,  with  the 
State.    That,  in  short,  it  is  one  thing  for  a 
statesman  to  defend  a  throne,  and  another,  to 
defend  a  Constitution;   and,   that,  if,    in  this 
country,  there  were  no  objection  to  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation,  as  between  King  and 
subject,  there  might  yet  be  every  objection,  as 
between  Constitution    and    citizen ;  —  that  a 
Roman  Catholic,  without  insuperable  difficulty, 
may  be  a  good  subject  to  a  Prtftestant  King; 
but  cannot,  by  any  possibility^    be  a  good 
citizen  of  a  Protestant  Free  State.    A  great 
part,  at  least,  of  the  duties  of  a  citizen,  are 
speculative.    The  subject  has  ''  nothing  to  do 
with  the  laws,  but  to  obey  them;" — the  citizen 
has  to  make,  or  to  be  consenting,  to  the  laws, 
and  to  maintain  them«     But  laws  are  to  be 
considered  under  three  aspects;  and  each  of 
the  three  is  matter  of  specuiative  opinion.     Laws 
have  objects;  are    well  or  ill  directed  toward 
'those   objects;    and   have   indirect  tendencies. 
Now,  one  man  may  commend  the  object,  and 
another  may  condemn   the   means;    a  man, 
commending  the  object,  will  anxiously  seek  out 
3r2 
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the  best  means  of  attaining  it;  a  man,  con- 
demning the  object,  will  at  least  be  indifferent 
upon  the  second  head ;  and,  as  to  indirect  ten- 
dencies, one  man,  though  commending  the  law, 
will  overlook  the  tendencies  to  its  counteraction, 
while  even  his  fellow-partisan  is  all  alive  to  it; 
and  the  man,  who  secretly  condemns  the  law, 
will  scarcely  point  out,  or  resist,  the  tendency  to 
its  subversion.  The  loyal  and  zealous  citizen 
(and,  without  zeal,  there  is  no  loyalty),  nurtured 
in  the  principles  of  the  State,  and,  like  Dib- 
din*s  sailor,  '*  all  one  as  a  piece  of  the  ship/' 
should  sit,  in  the  midst  of  the  laws,  like  a 
Spider  in  the  midst  of  his  web  ;  should  ''  live 
along  the  line;*'  should  not  be  unnecessarily 
alarmed  by  the  blowing  of  the  breeze,  but 
should  be  intuitively  sensitive  to  the  finest 
vibration  at  the  remotest  end  of  the  work.  iSfis 
night  thoughts,  and  his  waking,  should  be  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  institutions  of  the'State. 
But  are  things  like  these  to  be  reasonably  ex- 
pected, or  so  much  as  decently  required,  of  a 
Roman  Catholic,  for  the  institutions  of  a  Pro- 
testant State?    And,  now,  if  Mr.  Canning  pro- 
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tests  against  all  this;  if  Mr.  Canning,  even  at 
this  day,  like  the  '*  Whigs/'  a  little  time  ago, 
can  understand  that  England  is  a  monarchical 
State,  but  cannot  understand  how  it  is  to  be 
called  a  Protestant;    if  civil  power,   and  not 
religious  atUhority^  is  all  that  runs  in  his  head ; 
— then,  I  say,  that  Mr.  Canning  is  much  better 
informed  in  our  foreign  politics, [than  in  our 
domestic  polity; — and,  in  this  manner,  again 
and  again,  I  drive  the  Emancipationists  into 
the  narrow  corner  of  Explaining  themselves  in 
respect  of  the  Constitution ;  for,  it  is  there,  and 
there  only,    that  the  battle  shall  be  fought! 
They  shall  no  longer  vilify  the  defenders  of  the 
Constitution ;  they  shall  vilify  the  Constitution 
itself;  or,  they  shall  show,  that  the  ignorance, 
of  what  the  Constitution  is,  lies  upon  the  side 
of  those,  who  propose  to  themselves  and  to  the 
country  the  undertaking  of  its  defence !    They 
shall  no  longer  obscure  the  question,  with  pro- 
blematical dispi^tes,  about  greater  or  less  de- 
grees of  danger  to  the  Constitution ;  about  who 
is  too  timid,   or  who  too  adventurous;  who, 
cowardly  and  suspicious,  and  who,  thoughtless 
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and  fool-hardy.  The  Constitution  shall  speak 
for  itself;  and  its  vilifiers  shall  proclaim,  that, 
what  they  mean  by  bigotry,  is  a  submission  to  the 
Utter  of  a  Constitution  which  has  left  no  depar- 
ture from  itself  to  our  discretion.  The  Constitu- 
tion shall  be  engraved  in  large  characters,  and 
upon  brass ;  and  there  shall  be  no  controversy 
but  about  the  reading,  and  about  the  agreeable- 
ness  of  the  reading  to  our  taste ! — ^What  w  the 
Constitution,  and  what  is  it  good  for  f 

But,  at  this  point,  we  see  our  way  clearly,  as 
to  two  of  the  truths  which  I  have  advanced ; 
first,  that  the  law, .  which  supports  the  tithes, 
which  support  the  Protestant  Faith,  which  sup- 
ports the  Constitution,  is  itself  supported  by 
the  people,  and  not  the  reverse,  as|  ought  to  be 
concluded  from  the  wisdom  of  the  Protestant 
Peers ;  and,  secondly,  we  see,  also,  the  con- 
clusive reason,  why,  as  I  have  had  occasion  to 
say  (Letter  XXVI)  neitherCanada,  or  any  other 
Roman  Catholic  British  dependencyh^  any  thing 
to  fear  from  the  principles  of  our  Protestant 
Constituion.    The  people  of  Canada^  though 
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subjects  of  the  British  Crown,  are  no  citizem  of 
the  British  Islands; — they  are  citizens  of  Canada 
only ; — and,  in  respect  of  citizenships  nothing  is 
required  of  them,  but  that  they  should  be  loyal 
to  the  Canadian  Constitution. 

Citiuenship  (as  certain  Emancipationists  have 
justly,  though  only  in  ignorance,  expressed 
themselves)  is  privilege, — a  q)ecial  institution, 
existing  for  the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the 
citizens; — and,  it  is,  first,  a  local  privilege, 
and,  secondly,  ^personal; — it  requires,  first,  a 
particular  domicile; — and,  secondly,  particular 
qualifications.  Subjection,  upon  the  other  hand 
(and  this,  from  the  term,  may  be  easily  per- 
ceived), is  obligation,  —  and  is,  therefore,  not 
special,  but  general.  The  subject,  it  is  true,  has 
rights  against  his  King,  or  against  the  State ; 
as  the  citizen  (and  the  citizen  only)  has  rights 
against  the  Constitution.  In  both  cases,  there 
is  reciprocity.  The  King,  or,  the  State,  has 
a  rig/U  to  subjection  and  service ;  the  sub- 
ject, to  protection  and  reward.  Between  Con- 
stitution and  citizen,  there  is  privilege  upon  th« 
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one  hand,  and  adherence,  or  consent,  upon  the 
other.  The  rights  of  the  subject  are  inhere$U 
in  the  subject,  because  the  rights  of  the  King, 
against  the  subject,  are  inherent  in  the  King. 
The  subject,  as  I  have  said,  is  without  choice. 
Bom  a  subject,  or,  become  a  subject  by  foreign 
treaty,  or  by  conquest,  he  is  always  a  subject; 
— in  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  the  King, 
or  the  State,  can  claim  him ; — but,  from  the 
uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  also,  he  may  call 
upon  his  King,  or,  the  State,  for  protection. 
There  is  nothing,  of  all  this,  inherently,  in 
citizenship.  And,  with  respect  to  the.  subject, 
the  King's,  or  the  State's  rights  and  duties,  are 
bounded  only  by  physical  means,  and  by  poli- 
tical prudence.  Rights  against  the  subject 
may  be  enforced,  and  the  rights  of  the  sub- 
ject are  to  be  acknowledged,  both,  to  the 
utmost  limits  of  need,  of  physical  means,  and 
of  political  prudence.  The  power  of  the  King 
or  State  is  not  delicate;  it  takes  all  that 
comes ;  black,  brown,  and  fair.  The  Constitu- 
tion minces  matters,  like  a  cat;  its  palate  must 
be  pleased,  or  it  rejects  its  food.  I  repeat  it,  and 
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I  repeat  it  again ;  that  all  the  notions  of  the 
Emancipators  are  founded  upon  the  notions 
of  absolute  monarchy,  and  not  upon  the 
notions  of  free  government.  I  repeat  it,  too, 
and  I  repeat  it  again,  that  slavish  notions;  that 
is,  licentious  notions;  that  is,  notions  in  con- 
t^npt  of  law,  order,  and  free  government, 
are  incessantly  in  the  mouths  of  the  vulgar 
advocates  of  freedom.  How  often  Mr.  Charles 
James  Fox  fell  into  that  snare  is  notorious; 
and  a  similar  fatality  attends  all  men  of  the 
people.  It  is,  as  I  have  said  before,  and  as 
in  my  whole  story,  at  St.  James's,  that  we 
must  look  for  our  Whigs ;  and,  alas !  there  are 
Tories  {ex  gratid,  Mr.  Canning)  even  there,  too ! 

Citizenship^  as  I  always  argue,  is  not  derived, 
like  subjection^  from  the  mere  fact  of  birth. 
While,  to  add  to  my  examples,  recollect,  that, 
the  United  States  of  North  America,  there  are 
three  classes  of  motives;  that  all  those  classes 
are  subjects;  and  yet,  that  it  is  only  one  of 
the  three  classes  that  comprehends  the  whole 
of  the  citiMens.    The  three  classes  of  subjects 
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are,  1.  Citizens,  exclusively  such;  2.  Slaves; 
3.  Free  Indians.  All  these  persons  live  in  ge- 
neral subjection  to  the  laws  of  the  State ;  all  are 
bound  to  obey;  only  a  part  are  empowered  to 
legislate ; — that  is,  to  command.  It  would  be 
easy  to  show  the  Constitutional  existence  of 
correspondingly  different  classes  of  subjects  of 
the  British  Crown. 

If  the  Protestant  Peers  have  proved  too  muck 
in  their  First  Resolution,  they  may  equally  be 
thought  to  promise  too  much  in  their  Third. 
Not  to  dwell  upon  the  **  hope  of  permanent 
tranquillity  in  Ireland/' — they  venture  to  talk 
of  Emancipation,  as  freeing  *^  the  empire,  for 
ever,  from  hostile  aggression !"  In  the  Fourth 
Resolution,  the  same  Protestant  Peers  grow 
absolutely  eloquent,  while,  as  usual,  they  pour 
forth  the  language  of  menace,  and  endeavour 
to  make  us  despond  of  all  chance  of  with- 
standing our  enemies.  In  the  Fifth,  they  ear- 
nestly recommend  "  temperance"  to  Irish  Ro- 
man Catholics,  a  **  recommendation"  observed 
as  we  know  how;  —  proclaim  themselves  the 
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persons  to  be  looked  up  to  for  aid;  and  talk, 
to  their  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects,  of 
the  "  ultimate  recovery  of  their  civil  rights  T 
rights  which  are  not  theirs  to  recover^  and  which, 
never  having  been  possessed^  there  can  be  no 
question  about  recovering !  No  man  was  ever 
yet  in  possession  of  civil  rights,  under  a  Consti- 
tution of  Civil  Government  to  which  he  refuses 
his  allegiance;  and  every  man,  refusing  the 
Protestant  faith  of  this  kingdom,  refuses  its 
Constitution. 

As  to  the  Church's,  or  the  national  faith's, 
support  of  the  Constitution ;  or,  in  other 
words,  the  consubstaniality  of  the  religion  of  the 
State,  with  the  Constitution  of  the  State ;  those, 
who  should  dispute  my  proposition,  would  do  so, 
because  they  omit  to  distinguish  between  power 
and  authority.  They  do  not  see,  that  though  all 
power  is  temporal,  or  material,  all  authority  is 
spirittuil; — that  is,  is  intellectual, — is  of  the  miW, 
— ^is  moral.  All  power,  in  England,  is  in  three 
hands ; — the  hands  of  King,  Lords  and  Com- 
mons ;  and,  looking  no  further,  this  is  the  ap- 
pearance which  deceives  them.    They  do  not 
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take  into  their  account,  that,  in  every  scheme  of 
socialorder, — in  every  ConstHuted  State, — there 
can  be  no  adipission  of  the  idea  of  naked  powerp 
but^  that  all  power  must  be  authorised  power. 
But,  if  the  naked  idea  oi power  does  not  involve 
the  idea  oi  authority,  the  authority  of  power  is 
something  separate  fxompower\ — if  authority,  in 
any  notion  of  reason  or  of  law,  does  not  reside  in 
power,  where,  then,  does  it  reside,  and  what  is  it? 
Authority,  sanction,  consists  in  the  abstract  prin- 
ciple ofright or  justice; — by  another  term  only, 
this  principle  is  religion.  And,  where  is  the  Con- 
stitutional deposit  oi  religion ; — where  is  the  Con  - 
stitutional  deposit  of  all  Constitutional  authority  i 
—of  that  authority,  which,  alone,  sanctifies  and 
legalises  th^powers  of  King,  Lords  and  Commons? 
In  the  Church.  It  is  in  virtue  of  religion  alone 
— in  virtue  of  the  will  of  God  alone — that 
'*  Kings  reign,  and  Princes  decree  judgment;" 
— that  is,  that  any  temporal  power  has  being,  or 
is  ejiititled  to  command.  S  trip  the  whole  of  this, 
of  all  religious  phraseology ; — ^make  it  as  bare  (if 
religion  is  your  stumbling-block  and  contempt, 
or,  if,  at  least,  you  insist  upon  keeping  reli* 
gion  apart  from  politics),  of  all  that  distinguishes 
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religion,  as  you  please ;  and  you  will  yet  find, 
that  plain  morals,  pure  ethics,  and  all  that  you 
denominate  the  rights  of  man,  and  free  govern- 
ment, lie  at  the  immovable  foundation!  The 
Church,  in  England,  has  no  power,  but  it  has  all 
authority.  It  is  the  Constitutional  depository  of 
all  that  authority,  in  virtue  of  which  the  Consti- 
tution of  Government  is  to  be  supported  against 
all  gainsaying,  and  against  Roman  Catholicism 
most  especially.  We  have  no  more  than  three 
powers,  or  arms  of  strength,  with  which  to  exe- 
cute the  task ;  King,  Lords  and  Commons.  Now, 
the  Emancipationists  would  distinctly  prostrate 
tvx),  of  these  three  only  powers,  to  Roman  Ca- 
tholicism, and  leavejthe  third,  or,  rather,  all  the 
three,  to  chance !  They  would  leave  it  to  chance, 
whether  Lords  and  Commons  are  Protestant  or 
Roman  Catholic; — they  would  surrender  the 
benches  of  the  House  of  Lords  and  St.  Stephen's 
Chapel,  and  they  would  admit  Roman  Catholics, 
too,  among  the  Commons  out  of  doors !  It  is  to 
one  of  the  Constitutional  powers  alone — to  that 
of  the  King — that  they  would  confide,  and  that 
as  it  might  happen ;  and  yet  King,  Lords  and 
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Commons^  together,  establish  our  laws,  and 
exercise  our  Government  I 

But,  the  second  oversight  of  the  Emancipa- 
tionists is  still  more  amazing.     Hidden  behind 
the  veil  of  the  sanctuary,  it  is  not  very  marvel- 
lous if  such  worshippers  as  these  can  enter  the 
temple  of  the  Constitution,  and  go  out  again^ 
without  so  much  as  suspecting  the  god  which 
inhabits   it;  —  the   everlasting    law   of  rights 
which  breathes  all  the  divinity  of  the  precincts ! 
The  three  powers  of  the  Constitution, — the  King, 
the  Lords,  and  the  Commons— in  the  mean 
time,   meet  the  vulgar  gaze  by  the  way  side, 
and  hang  at  every  alehouse  door;  and  yet,  what 
do  the  Emancipationists  do,  even  with  these  ? 
Religious    Protestantism,  and    a    Protestant 
King,  are  all  upon  which  they  would  impose  the  * 
Atlas  task  of  upholding  the  English  Protestant 
globe;   the  Briarean  task  of  withstanding  all 
its  enemies ! — ^The  King,  too,  they  would  sur- 
round with  councillors,  and  serve  with  minis- 
ters, capable,  like  Mr.  O'Connell,  of  political 
performances  at  least,  under  the  sanction  of  a 
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venerated  Roman  Catholic  Clergy,  at  which, 
''  if  left  to  their  own  private  judgment,  they 
would  shudder  with  horror ;"  or,  at  the  very- 
best,  either  devoted  by  conscience,  or  tram- 
melled with  the  shackles  of  party,  to  and  for 
the  overthrow  of  our  Protestant  Constitution, 
and  of  all  Protestantism  together  I 

At  every  step,  I  am  embarrassed  as  to  the 
terms  in  which  to  express  myself,  by  the  doubt, 
as  to  whether  1  should  describe  such  a  project 
as  principally  traitorous  to  the  throne,  or  to 
the  people !  At  every  step,  I  see  (unless,  gross- 
ly, and  day  after  day,  I  deceive  myself),  that 
total  oblivion  of  the  Constitutional  power  of  the 
Commons  of  the  kingdom, — that  slavish  habit  of 
thinking  that  all  power  resides  in  the  Prince ; — 
that  the  Commons  of  the  Kingdom  are  nothing 
but  the  governed,  and  no  part  of  the  governors ; 
— that  their  composition,  therefore,  is  as  insig- 
nificant, as  their  station  is  mean ; — to  which  I 
have  already  so  often,  and  so  earnestly,  endea-- 
voured  to  awaken  you!  For,  what,  but  this 
contempt,  or  this  forgetfiilness,  of  the  power  of 
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the  Commons,  in  and  out  of  Parliament, — ^at 
the  same  time  with  that  of  the  power  of  the 
Lords, — can  have  engendered  this  liberality y  as 
to  the  whole  power  or  strength  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, with  the  single  exception  of  that,  which  the 
same  persons  must  regard,  as  the  lawfully  single, 
resistless,  and  despotic  power  of  the  Prince  ? 
Instead  of  a  Constitution  of  checks — instead  of 
a  subdivision  of  counter-balancing  powers,  these 
**  Whigs,"  as  they  have — the  wickedness — or 
the  consummate  ignorance — to  call  themselves 
— must  certainly  believe,  that  we  have  a  Con- 
stitution of  more  beautiful  simplicity ; — a  sin* 
gle  power — a  perfect  Rey-netoism ! 

It  is,  indeed,  the  thesis  which  I  shall  always 
be  prepared  to  defend,  and  into  the  merits  of 
which  ii  may  be  worth  your  while  to  inquire  for 
yourself.  That,  just  in  proportion  as  you  form 
your  ideas  upon  the  circumstances  and  princi- 
ples of  an  absolute  monarchy,  you  will  justly 
think  the  Emancipation  reasonable ;  and,  just  in 
proportion  as  your  habits  of  thinking  coincide 
with  the  circumstances  of  a  free  state,  you  will 
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as  justly  think  it  insufferable!  The  Constitu- 
tion of  Englajid,  as  is  every  day  said,  is  of 
mixed  principles,  and  vibrates,  in  every  day's 
practice,  between  kingly  and  commonwealth, 
monarchical  and  republican,  despotic  and  free. 
Now,  if  you  appeal  to  the  first  side  of  this  picture, 
Roman  Catholic  Emancipation  has  few  or  no 
difficulties ;  while,  if  you  appeal  to  the  second, 
the  difficulties  soon  betray  themselves  as»  un- 
conquerable. It  is  in  this  manner,  at  least,  and 
as  it  seems  to  myself,  that  I  arrive  at  my  own 
conclusions.  I  am  continually  putting  the 
Crown,  for  the  moment,  out  of  sight.  I  am 
completing  my  Constitution — my  engine  of 
State — without  it.  I  adjust  all  the  parts ;  I  in- 
troduce the  two  great  wheels  of  Lords  and 
Commons  ;  and,  it  is  not  till  all  this  is  done, 
that  r  bring  forward  the  Crown,  as  the  power 
only,  which  is  to  set  the  whole  machine  in  mo- 
tion. But,  in  this  way  of  advancing,  I  can  find  r 
no  place  for  Roman  Catholicism ;  for  a  portion 
of  the  fabric  which  is  to  work  contrariwise  to 
all  the  rest.  And  my  view  appears  to  be  jus- 
tified, also,  by  that  which  we  hourly  see,  of  the 
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conduct  of  the  Roman  Catholic  and  other 
Emancipators,  upon  the  very  occasion  of  this 
moment*  We  hear  continually  of  their  attach- 
ment to  the  Person  and  Crown  of  the  King,  but 
never  of  their  Ioto  for  our  laws  ;  that  is,  they 
are  well  enough  pleased  with  the  power  which 
works  the  engine,  but  not  quite  so  much,  with 
the  machinery  which  determines  to  wk4UenditL% 
power  shall  work !  To  dwell,  in  the  meantime,^ 
and  so  uniformly,  upon  an  attachment  to  the 
Kingy  amid  a  silence  as  to  attachment  to  our 
laws — this,  to  our  Protestant  laws, — is  pre- 
cisely that  course  of  proceeding  most  adapted 
to  awaken  the  jealousy  of  an  English  Whig ; 
but,  you  answer,  that  to  suppose  attachment 
to  Protestant  laws,  in  Roman  Catholics,  is  un- 
natural. I  grant  this ;  and  it  is  for  that  reason, 
and  for  that  reason  only,  that  it  is  also  unnatural 
to  think  of  British  Roman  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion! And  it  is  (or  ought  to  be)  the  same, 
among  the  Protestant  advocates  of  the  cause. 
Those,  alone,  among  the  speculative  friends 
of  Emancipation,  whom  I  should  consent  to 
call    its    rational    friends,    are    ]the    general 
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advocates  of  high  monarchical  governmenf ;  the 
men,  who,  while  they  are  as  ready  as  Mr.  Can* 
ning,  to  pronounce  the  Roman  Catholic  faUh 
''absurd/'  adore  the  temporal  authority^  and  prin- 
dpks  of  temporal  authority,  which  in&llibly  and 
necessarily  accompany  it ;  which  oppose  them- 
selves to  all  that  Liberals  worship  and  vapour 
about — ''  the  march  of  mind/'  and  the  ''  signs 
of  the  times/'  and  the  "  spirit  of  the  age  /'—the 
men,  who  think  that  nothing  has  gone  right  in 
England,  since  the  Grand  Rebellion,  and  since 
the  coming  of  the  Pribce  of  Orailge,  and  of  the 
House  of  Brunswick ;  txid  who  deplore  hourly 
among  us,  in  concert  with  the  Roman  Catholics 
(though  without  worshipping  the  Viq^in),  the 
^'fiedse  liberty  of  an  undisciplined  life/'  which  dis- 
tinguishes us,  and  whieh^  they  say,  is  ruining 
every  thing ;  the  men,  who,  with  Charles  I.  and 
Br.  lingard,  hold^  that  the  people  of , England 
cannot  ''  govern  and  be  governed  at  the  same 
time  /'  the  men,  I  say,  who,  if  they  express  their 
good  wishes  for  the  Emancipation^  and,  if  you 
remark,  that  its  result  would  be  the  restoration 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  fairly  answer, 
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"  And  where  would  be  the  harm  ?"-~but  who, 
the  while,  have  no  shadow  of  regard  for  Roman 
C^tholicismas  a  religiotts  faith,  but  every  regard 
in  the  world  for  that  which  it  also  is — a  religion; 
— that  is,  a  temporal  government, — an  instrument 
of  popular  subjugation !  These,  I  repeat  it,  and 
these  only,  are  the  TBtionzl  speculative  advocates 
of  Emancipation ;  and  you  may  easily  add  to 
these,  the  description  of  ^  practice/ classes,  all 
of  whom,  like  the  preceding,  are  **  wise  in  their 
generation/'  when  they  defend  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic claims.  .  Of  these,  the  first  are  the  Roman 
Catholic  lovers  of  silk  gowns,  judgeships,  privy* 
councillor-ships,  secretary-of-state-ships,  and, 
generally, — place,  power,  and  salary.  The 
second  are  the  Irish  landholders  (Protestant 
Peers,  &c.),  who,  finding  Ireland  disturbed 
by  the  aforesaid  lovers  of  silk  gowns,  &c.^  and, 
consequently, the  value  of  property  deteriorated, 
or,  at  the  least,,  checked  in  its  advance, — and 
the  value  of  Irish  securities  reduced,— join,  the 
Emancipation  firom  the  goadings  of  the  case; 
The  third  are  the  Jesuits,  and  others,  who,  in 
these  "  piping-times  of  peace,*'  are  at  work,  in 
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these  Islands,  as  upon  the  Continent  of  Europe^ 
for  the  recovery  of  the  lost  ground  of  Roman 
Catholicism,  and  no  where  without  the  best  pro- 
mise of  victory ;  and  who  make  use  of  the  silk- 
gown  gentlemen,  and  of  the  Irish-security  no- 
blemen, in  the  great  task  of  ^'  helping  the  Lord 
against  the  mighty,"  and  of  restoring  the  Papal 
dominion.  Add,  further,  the  Dissenters,  who  are 
interested  in  the  same  violation  of  principle  with 
the  Roman  Catholics;  the  Liberals,  who  are  for 
turning  all  things  topsy-turvy,  any  where,  and 
any  how ;  and  the  Parliamentary  Opposition, 
who  have  general  orders  for  every  thing  of  the 
kind;  and  you  see  the  varied  mass  of  those, 
who  really  know  what  they  are  about^  and  whose 
foul,  but  r^io97a/complottings,  poor  Old  England 
is  to  withstand !  Upon  the  one  side,  then,  we 
have  a  compact  body  of  sensible  and  well  in^ 
formed  persons,  pursuing,  either  their'  views 
of  social  order,  or  their  own  selfish  purposes, 
or  the  purposes  of  the  religion  of  the  Church 
of  Rome,  or  the  purposes  of  the  enemies  of 
the  Church  of  England,  or  the  purposes  of 
established  Jacobinism,  or  those  of  Opposi- 
tion hackney  ism ;  while,  upon  the  other,  we 
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have  no  more  than  a  divided  crowd,  honest  in 
their  purpose,  but  of  whom,  either  the  right  or 
the  left,  know  nothing  of  the  stake  at  issue ;  or, 
knowing  this,  know  nothing  of  all  that  belongs 
to  its  blood  and  its  life.  For,  as  to  the  besotted 
bystanders,  in  the  mean  time, — the  Dissenters 
and  the  Liberals, — ^who  take  up,  in  the  very 
drunkenness  of  folly,  a  speculative  admiration  of 
what,  in  all  the  rest,  is  so  practically  wise ; — 
these  only  add  another  page  to  the  rich-fraught 
tale  of  human  ignorance  and  imbecility !  Playing 
the  game  of  their  inveterate  enemies — anxious 
to  cut  their  own  throats,  along  vrith  those  of  all 
their  fellowrcitizens,  there  are  no  bounds  to  the 
arrogance  andmalignity  with  which  they  express 
themselves  against  such  as  would  counteract 
their  insanity;  while,  if  the  question  were 
properly  understood,  the  whole  debate  is  be- 
tween two  divisions  of  ardent  friends  of  civil 
liberty  (I  speak,  still,  of  the  speeuUahe  com- 
batants only),  of  which  one  or  the  other  (and 
that  is  all)  does  not  know  what  "  civil  liberty'' 
is,  nor  how  it  is  to  be  taken^  care  of!  So  little, 
indeed,  doone  of  these  sets  of  disputants  know,  of 
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what it  is  that  they  speak,  that,  while  the  words, 
*^  civil  liberty/'  are  in  their  mouths,  it  is  the 
absence  of  all ''  civil  liberty" — the  absence  of  all 
that  civil  restraint  and  discrimination  which  the 
words  import,  that  is  alone  in  their  hearts^;  and 
that  they  talk  of  ''  civil  liberty  "  in  the  general, 
without  condescending  to  mention  the  particur 
iar  farm  of  civil  liberty,  which,  alone,  English-, 
men  prize,  and  intend  by  the  expression; — 
namely,  Protestant  civij  liberty,  and  no  other  I 

The  principle,  of  according  the  rights  of  citi*. 
zenship,  not  with  unlimited  refarei^ce  to  the 
rights  of  man,  but,  with  a  reference  limited  to 
the  interests  of  the  State,  and  to  be  determined 
by  the  dictation  of  the  law,  is  asserted,  in  those 
terms  of  common  sense  which  might  claim  the 
greatest  attention  from  Mr.  Canning  and  the 
rest  of  the  Emancipators,  together  with  Mr. 
Canning's  adversaries,  the  Reformers,  in  aReso<^ 
lution  of  the  Convention  lately  assembled  in  the 
State  of  Virginia,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring 
into  the  expediency  of  making  alteratiom  in  the 
Constitution, — the  Constitution  of  Mr.  Locke. 
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That  Convention,  after  recommending  that  the 
House  pf  Delegates  should  be  "  reduced  and 
limited  in  number,"  and  "  apportioned  among 
the  several  coupties  and  corporations,  entitled 
to  representation,  with  reference  to  the  num- 
ber of  their  respective  free  white  inhabitants ;" 
further  proposes,  '*  That  the  Right  of  Suffrage 
shall  be  extended  to  all  the  free  —  white 
— ^male — citizens  (here  the  Convention  forgets 
itself),  above  twenty-one  years  of  age,  whe- 
ther freeholders  or  not, — who  are  capable  of 
furnishing  sufficient  evidence — of  permanent — com- 
mon—  interest  —  withy  and  attachment '— to  the 
community; — in  such  mannr  as  to  guard  against 
the  introduction  of  Universal  Suffrage'' — Now  this 
is  the  exact  view  of  the  question,  taken  by  the 
opponents  of  Radicaliism  and  of  Roman  Catholic 
Emancipation.  We  wish  to  confine  the  rights  of 
citizenship  to  those,  who,  "  whether  freeholders 
or  not"  (as  citizens,  burgesses,  &c.),  have  a 
^'  permanent  common  interest'*  with  all  the  remain- 
der of  our  Protestant  and  otherwise  Constituted 
"  community  •"  and,  so  soon  as  ever  it  can  be 
shown,  that  Roman  Catholics  have  a  ''  common 
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interest"  with  Protestants,  in  the  maintenance 
of  Protestant  institutions,  so  soon  (but  not 
sooner),  we  shall  cheerfully  consent  to  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation ! 

That  principle,  in  the  meantime,  is  already  in- 
vaded;—that  i\iQ  public  liberties  are  already  vio- 
lated ; — that  in  Ireland,  Roman  Catholics  are 
already  admitted  to  the  elective  franchise^ — 
and,  in  England,  Dissenters,  both  to  the  elec- 
tive franchise,  and  to  the  power  of  sitting  in 
Parliament  (while,  with  a  risible  incongruity,  a 
petty  exciseman  cannot  hold  his  place,  unless, 
like  our  King,  he  is  in  communion  with  the 
Church  of  England) ;  that  all  this  is  as  true  as  it 
is  lamentable,  and  as  its  practical  consequences 
are  even  now  oppressing  us ;  and  that,  there- 
fore, what  remains,  is,  in  practice,  more  a  ques- 
tion of  ejppedience  than  of  principle,  is  what  I 
am  always  obliged  to  confess: — but,  what  I 
ask,  is,  ITiat  the  principle  shall  be  violated  no 
further;  that  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the 
realm  shall  not  be  trampled  upon  still  more; — 
that  we  shall  not  be  called  upon  to  carry  our 
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folly  to  the  entire  extent  of  that  **  elderly  genr 
tleman's,"  who,  sitting  by  the  side  of  a  '^  mur* 
maring  stream/'  »nd  half  asleep,  perhaps, 
through  the  ^'  murmuring/'  as  well  as  in  his 
dotage  (from  which  latter  circumstance  the  un- 
candid  historian  seems  inclined  to  draw  the 
entire  explanation,  and  which  would  be  all  our 
apology,  if  we  followed  the  example); — that 
**  elderly  gentleman,"  who,  first,  because,  his 
hat  fell  into  the  **  murmuring  stream,"  and, 
secondly,  because  his  cane,  jin  the  attempt  to 
recover  his  hat,  was  put  into  jit  by  himself,  at 
length,  despairing  (as  the  Emancipators  wish 
ourselves  to  despair), 

**  — threw  his  wig  into  die  stream. 
To  swim  wijth  his  cane  and  his  hoi  /" 

But,  to  return  to  the  slavish  politics  of  the 
Emancipationists^  and  to  speak  of  the  treason  to 
the  throne.  The  throne  is  to  be  singly  responsible 
for  the  continuance  of  our  Protestant  Govern- 
ment ;  and,  see,  what  are  the  means  that  are  to  be 
left.to  it!  Thereisnoblushatthe  delivery  of  such 
a  story  as  the  following : — "  What  th^,''  the 
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Catholics,  **  demand,  is,  the  capacity  of  being 
elected  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons,  if 
any  places  choose  to  return  them ;  of  sitting  in 
the  House  of  Peers,  if  they  are  raised  to  Peer- 
ages, or  succeed  to  them;  of  filling  the  execu- 
tive and  judicial  offices  from  which  they  are 
now  excluded  (not  very  numerous,  but  compre- 
hending all  the  high  and  dignified  ones),  if  the 
King  chooses  to  appoint  them." 

So,  that  these  Emancipationists  are  still  er- 
cbisiomsts;  only,  that  the  ungracious  act  of 
exclusion  is  henceforth  to  be  the  personal  act  of , 
the  King ; — the  law  is  to  breathe  emancipation^ 
the  King  is  to  speak  ea^clusion; — the  two  powers 
of  Lords  and  Commons  are  to  recommend 
themselves  by  their  liberality; — the  King  is  to 
be  vilified  and  hated  for  illiberality  and  bigotry, 
— or,  not  being  so  vilified,  and  so  hated,  he  is  to 
betray  his  kingly  duty !  Exclusion  is .  still  to 
be  performed;  but  neither  Lords,  nor  C(»n- 
mons,  nor  the  laws,  are  to  bear  the  odium ; — 
exclusion  is  to  be  the  exclusive  work  of  the 
King's  choke! — The  King,  in  his  natural  per* 
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son,  and  not  in  the  panoply  of  the  Consti- 
tution;—  the  King,  who  speaks  himself  tt?e, 
only  because  he  is  Constitutionally  a  legion  ; — 
the  King,  in  his  natural  and  single  person,  is  to 
place  himself,  for  his  people,  in  the  great  gap 
that  is  to  be  opened ;  and,  there,  with  two  natu* 
ral  hands,  and  ten  fingers  alone,  oppose  the 
torrent  of  Roman  Catholic  invasion!  —  The 
King's  choice! — why,  the  Constitution,  for  the 
lustre,  and  thence  the  safety,  of  the  throne, 
and  thence  the  safety  of  the  people,  has  never, 
hitherto,  afflicted  the  King  with  the  possession  of 
the  power  of  choosing  to  do  an  unthankful  deed! 
It  was  the  noble  maxim  of  Blnflf  Harry,  that 

<<  The  King^s  fooe 
Stiows  grace;" 

that  tl^e  King  cannot  be  seen,  in  any  single 
transaction,  but  to  do  a  work  of  favour ;  and 
the  simpletons  or  knaves  of  to-day,  would  m^ke 
the  "  King's  face,"  the  only  face  in  the  kingdom 
upon  which  his  Roman  Catholic  subjects  should 
never  see  a  smile !    Where  can  be  the  po^sibi- 
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lity  of  mischief^  they  cry,  in  removing  all  legal 
impediments  to  Roman  Catholic  power  and 
office,  while  every  thing,  at  last,  would  depend 
upon  the  King's  choice  ? 

And  the  contempt  —  the  unqualified  con- 
tempt,— which  we  ought  to  pour  down,  upon 
men  so  ignorant,  or  so  deceitful !  What  is  the 
choice  of  the  King  of  England,  or  that  of  the 
Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias,  or  of  the  Great 
Khan  of  Tartary,  but  the  choice  of  submitting, 
head  and  foot,  to  circumstances,  and  to  the 
men  whom  circumstances  enable  to  dictate  the 
Royal  choice?  The  two  Houses  of  Parliament 
are  to  be  opened  to  Roman  Catholic  power, 
and  to  Roman  Catholic  influence.  A  Roman 
Catholic  interest  is  to  be  admitted,  for  offices 
and  salaries ;  '*  Whigs "  are  to  league  with 
Roman  Catholics  to-day,  for  one  object,  and 
Roman  Catholics  with  "  Whigs"  to-morrow, 
for  another  object/, — Lord  Z.,  or  Mr.  Y.  or  G., 
is  to  tell  the  King,  that  he  has  Parliamentary 
majorities,  w:ith  all  the  Roman  Catholics  and 
Protestant  Dissenters  in  his  train ;  an  obedient. 
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or  a  cuUible  press,  is  to  tell  the  people,  that 
Lord  Z.,  or  Mr.  Y.,  or  Mr.  6.,  is  the  most  en- 
lightened personage  in  the  whole  world; — and, 
then,  the  King,  forsooth !  is  to  choose,  whether 
the  most  enlightened  personage  in  the  whole 
world,  and  the  most  zealous  purveyor  for  Ro- 
man Catholic  and  Dissenting  interests,  shall  have 
the  seals  of  office  or  not?  It  is,  indeed,  well 
worthy  of  your  reflections,  that  all  those  di- 
visions, which  now  act  together  out  of  doors, 
would  equally  act  together  in  Parliament,  and 
in  office;  I  mean,  the  Roman  Catholics,  the 
Dissenters,  the  Liberals,  and  the  Opposition ; 
and,  that  thus,  as,  by  the  Union  with  Ireland, 
you  have  already  strengthened  the  hands  of  the 
English  Roman  Catholics ;  so,  by  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation,  you  would  equally 
strengthen  the  hands  of  the  Dissenters,  of  the 
Liberals,  and  of  that  uilprincipled  Parliamentary 
Opposition,  which,  ftom  the  nature  of  things, 
ia  always  ready  to  unite  itself  with  any 
persons,  and  to  advance  any'  cause,  for  the 
aerviog  of  its  own  temporary  purposes.  No 
spccuiative  difierenoes  prevent  men  from  be- 
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coming  practical  associates,  in  so  far,  and  for 
so  long,  as  they  have  a  common  end  in  view. 

And  all  this  reliance  upon  the  throne  would 
proceed  only  from  present  feeling;  from  the 
consciousness  that  we  neither  have,  nor  are  soon 
likely  to  have,  a  Prince  favourable,  either  to  the 
instant  overthrow  of  our  Protestant  Constitution^ 
or  to  the  sure,  though  softer,  recipe  of  Emanci- 
pation! But,  suppose  we  had  a  Protestant 
King  (as  I  have  warned  you  we  have  some 
Protestant  subjects),  capable  of  esteeming  the 
restoration  of  Romian  Catholicism  as  the  first  of 
our  national  wants,  and  the  greatest  of  our 
possible  national  blessings  ?  Suppose^  that  we 
had  a  Protestant  King  (for  I  will  pass  over  the 
chance  of  a  Roman  Catholic  one),  who  should 
think,  either,  with  our  Liberals,  that  *^  religion 
has  nothing  to  do  with  politics;"  or,  with  those, 
whom  some  would  call  our  lUiberals, — the  Pro- 
testants who,  with  the  Roman  Catholics,  think, 
that  Protestantism  is  the  source  of  all  our  curses 
r^-of  all  religious  divisions,— of  sectarism  and 
infidelity ,-*^of  Unitarianism  and  Atheism,— irf 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1008 

Mechanics'  Institutions,— of  popular  education, 
—  of  a^  blasphemous  and  seditious  press, — of 
newspapers,  and  reading  and  writing, — and  of 
the  House  of  Commons  itself,  with  all  its 
Burdetts,  and  Wilsons,  and  Humes; — and  who 
would  gladly  see  the  whole  go  down  together, 
by  means  of  any  power  that  offered, — whether 
of  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or  of  (his  next  of  kin, 
for  what  they  care!)  Belzebub  himself;  who 
would  get  rid,  in  short,  of  Protestantism,  upon 
any  terms,  for  the  sole  arrest  of  all  our  "  liberal 
ideas  ?" — If,  I  say,  we  were  to  have  a  King  pf 
only  sach  a  way  of  thinking  as  this ;  and  a  King 
whose  jEMWoer  were  left  unchecked  by  the  powers 
of  Lords  and  Commons,  what  ought  to  be  the 
expected  result?  Assure  yourself^  that  there 
are  some  systems  of  opinion,  according  to 
which,  it  is  not  at  all  necessary  to  be  imbued 
with  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  in  order  to 
prize  it  as  a  weapon  against  Protestantism; 
against  the  principle  of  protesting  against  autho- 
rity, a,  principle  obnoxious  to  others,  not  less 
than  to  Roman  Catholics ;  as,  at  this  moment, 
upon  Continental  Europe,  there  is  a  band  which 
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crjr  up  Protestantism,  despising  Protestantism, 
nevertheless,  to  their  hearts'  core,  but  yet 
thinking  it  a  convenient  missile,  to  throw 
against  the  authority  of  the  Church  of  Rome ! 
The  grace,  or  else  the  sin,  of  the  general  principle 
of  Protestantism,  as  viewed,  upon  either  side, 
by  some,  is  this;  that  it  is  a  general  principle 
of  revolt.  It  is  what  you  hear  daily  from  the 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  the  Roman  Catholics 
are  not  alone  ^ 

I  have  just  above  ventured  to  repeat,  once 
more,  the  intimation  of  my  settled  confidence, 
that,  in  His  present  Majesty,  His  Majesty's 
people  have  the  most  steady  personal  friend  to 
their  escape  from  Roman  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion ;  and,  it  is,  I  believe,  quite  certain,  that  the 
general  persuasion  of  the  people,  to  the  same 
effect,  has  been  one  of  the  causes  of  the  com- 
parative quietude  with  which  they  have  witness- 
ed the  attempts  to  overthrow  their  Protestant 
rights  and  liberties.  They  have  felt  themselves 
to  be  well  guarded,  and  therefore  they  have  been 
still ;  while  a  contrary  apprehension  would  have 
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drawn  from  them  a  very  opposite  detcnptioii  of 
conduct.  What  Bossuet  could  say  to  Louis 
the  Fourteenth^  there  is  no  Englishman  but  who, 
in  corresponding  circumstances,  could  say  to 
any  Prince  of  the  House  of  Brunswick.  The 
Bishop  of  Meaux  took  a  distinguished  part  in 
the  celebrated  controversy  between  the  MoU* 
nists  and  Jansenists  ^  and  Fenelon,  Arch- 
bishop of  Cambray,  was  his  antagonist : 
**  What,"  said,  one  day,,  at  Versailles,  the  Grand 
Monarque,  to  the  former  (in  reference  to  that 
controversy,  by  which  the  Court  and  kingdom 
had  been  greatly  agitated) ;  "  what  would  you 
have  done,  if  I  had  taken  the  side  of  M.  de 
Gambray  V  "  Sire,  "answered  the  prelate  whom 
Maaillon  describes  as  a  Bishop  in  the  midst  of 
a  Court,  '*  I  would  have  lifted  my  voice  twenty 
times  more  loudly !" . 

It  is  very  well,  indeed,  for  any  man,  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  throne,  and  without  the  reality 
of  reigning,  to  talk,  from  the  dictates  of  faticy, 
of  British  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation; 
but  to  suppose,  that  any  reigning  prince^  not 
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enslaved,  either  by  bis  religious  faiths  or  by  cir-^ 
cumstances,  would  voluntarily  subject  himself 
to  a  temporal  power  so  necessarily  the  rival  of 
thatwhicli  belongs  to  himself ;  is  tosuppose^ 
that  the  individual  tnan^  occupying  the  royal 
seat,  has  been  born  without  the  natural  instincts 
of  self-preservation  and  defence,  whether  with 
feference  to  his  single  per-son,  or  to  his  scep- 
tre, or  to  his  people  !  Meanwhile,  it  is  not, 
of  course,  that  I  hold  the  personal  sentiments 
of  any  King  of  England  to  be  of  sufficient 
weight  to  negative  Emancipation;  nor  evefi> 
that  the  Coronation  Oath  interposes  an  obsta- 
cle, and  that,  therefore,  King  and  people, '  as 
yet,  are  in  any-adequate  manner  defended,  from 
the  bitter  possibility  of  seeing  theimselves  con- 
demned'to  a  forced  compliance ;  but«  in  so  far  as 

*' the  King's  name  is  a  tower  gf  strength. 

Which  they  upon  tlie  adverse  faction  want  ;** 

in  so  <fari  we. have  a  present  gteat  security ;  9nd 
it  is  precisely  for  that  rea^^oo,  th&t  Mr.B^ougb.amj 
and  so  many  otheo?  veraQioA^.  politicians,  takft 
such  extraordinary  pains  to  pf apt^te  alpelief* 
3  T  2 
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that  the  King  is  personally  an  advocate  for  the 
Roman  Catholic  claims ;  while,  if  there  is  one 
fact  better  known,  and  better  attested,  than  an- 
otheri  to  Mr.  Brougham,  and  to  the  whole  king- 
dom^ it  is  the  fact  of  His  Majesty's  personal  hosti- 
lity; and,  while,  if  the  truth  were  on  the  contrary 
side,  the  only  effect  would  be,  to  make  us,  with 
Bossuet,  lift  our  voices  twenty  times  the  more 
loudly  against  their  concession,  as  having 
twenty  times  the  greater  fear  of  its  occurrence, 
and  therefore  twenty  times  the  motive  for 
exertion ! 

It  is,  as  I  have  said,  simply  one  of  the 
tricks  of  the  day»  to  try  to  persuade  the  public 
that  His  Majesty  is  with  the  Emancipators; 
— as  if  we  had  not  public  facts  sufficient  to  the 
contrary — as  if,  in  addition  to  others,  the  Speech 
of  the  Duke  of  York  (all  known  things  consider- 
ed) were  not  virtual,  though  informal  testimony ; 
— as  if  the  Duke  of  Gloucester's  omission  to  vote 
for  the  Relief  Bill,  and  the  King's  simultaneous 
reconciliation  with  the  Duke  of  Gloucester,  were 
not  testimonies  too ! 
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And  how  much  Jonger  will  His  Royal  High- 
ness the  Duke  of  Sussex  yield  himself  to  the 
egregious  folly  of  the  Emancipation  scheme  ? 
It  is  impossible  to  see,  and  still  more  to  listen  to 
that  Prince,  without  forming  the  most  favour- 
able estimate,  both  of  the  powers  of  his  under- 
^standing,  and  of  the  frankness  of  his  temper.  He 
is  one  of  those,  whom,  as  Johnson  said  of  Burke, 
you  could  not  stand  with,  under  a  gateway,  to 
avoid  a  shower,  without  discovering  the  mental 
superiority  ;  and,  really,  such  men  are  too  good 
to  be  the  puppets  of  Roman  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation!    I  believe  that  Charles  James  Fox 
would    have    made  war    with    revolutionary 
France  ;  and  I  believe  that  the  Duke  of  Sussex, 
if  he  were  King  of  England  to-morrow,  would 
set  his  face  against  the  Emancipation.     It  is 
not  that  I  accuse,  either  Mr.  Fox,  or  the  Royal 
Duke,  of  insincerity ;    but  situation  so  alters 
men's  view !     How  subtle  is  the  cheat  that  con- 
ceals, not  only  our  motives  of  action,  but  the 
sources  of  our  reasonings,  from  ourselves !  The 
Duke  of  Sussex  takes  an  honourable  pride  in 
the  sentiment  of  attachment  to  **  the  principles 
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which  seated  His  Boyal  Highnesses  family  upon 
the  throne;"  but»alas!  is  His  Royal  Highness 
i^till  to  learn,  that  Roman  Catholic  exclusion  is 
the  first  of  those  '*  principles  ?"  I  know  those, 
who  condemn  Roman  Catholic  Exclusion ;  but 
who  hare  the  consistency  to  coudemny  at  the 
same  time,  the  **  principles  which  seated  :  the 
Duke  of  Sussex  s  family  upon  the  throne  l" 

But,    all,    at  any  rate,    is  to  be  done  ^by 
power y  hy  physical,  force  and  by  great  fiatnes, 
and  by  great  officers  ;  and  not  by  the  foisce  of 
reason,    arid  by  Constitjutional  authority,  rif 
tlifi  King  (as  the  tricksters  well  know  is^the 
case)  is    not  to  be  reckoned  upon,  then  { the 
King's  Cabinet  is  to  do  as  well ;  and  of  one  half 
of  the  Cabinet  (as  is  their  boast)  they  are 
already  secure.     Of  the  people,  indeed,   thefy 
now  despair.    The  Times,  at  length,  has»ft>tind 
out,  that  the    '*  mindless  mass,"    **  the  nfrost 
thinking  people  in  Europe's—are  really  h(>stile 
to   "confiding   power  to   Roman  Catholics ;*' 
that  is,  that  the  people  agree  with  their  King, 
with'  thei^ast  majorities  of  theHouse  of  ^Lords, 
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and  (as  will  be  seen)  with  every  future  majority 
of  the  House  of  Commons;  andyeti  it  is  in 
stern  despite  of  the  ''unsophisticated  classes"^ — 
of  the  people — of  the  will  of*'  the  most  thinking 
people  in  Europe," — that  the  Emancipation  is  to 
be  curried; — and  thus  much  for  the  deference  of 
revolutionists,  one  and  all,  in  France,  in  Spain, 
and  in  England,  for  the  will  of  the  people — 
of  the  *'  unsophisticated  classes !"  And  the 
Emancipation  is  to  be  carried  in  spite  of  the 
people  of  England, — in  opposition,  and  in  con- 
tempt, and  in  defiance,  of  the  will  of  the  peo- 
ple of  England, — by  whom  ?  By  King,  by 
Parliament,  by  the  Council  of  the  nation ; — and 
by  day-light,  and  in  the  front  of  the  hou«e — in 
the  hall,  or  in  the  court-yard?— No»;  but,  in  a 
hole,  in  a  comer,  ina  closet,  and  by  a  junto  ;  hy 
a  knot  of  conspirators,  by  a  cab^l— by  a  Gabi*- 
net!— "The  Roman  Catholic  Question,'-  says 
•the  Times,  and  so  said  a  hundred  voices^  during 
the  late  session  of  Parliament ;  ''  will  never 
be  carried,  till  the  Cabinet  is  unanimous  in  its  fa- 
vour,**  Admirable  Constitutionalists !  Practical 
friends  of  the  indepehdence  of  Parliament!      ' 
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Upon  all  this,  follow,  too,  the  drollest  ac- 
cusations against  the  omnipotent  Mr.  Canning, 
for  being  so  coldly  friendly  to  Jhe  Roman 
Catholic  Question,  as  to  suffer  the  be-darkeners, 
Eldon,  Liverpool,  and  Peel,  still  to  creep  about, 
and  fill  dishoDOUTable  seats  in  the  omnipotent 
Cabinet !  Poor  Mr.  Canning,  of  what  will  he 
not  be  next  accused  !  He  misled  poor  Mr. 
0'Connell,itseems,asto  the  prospects  of  Eman- 
cipation, the  lastsession;  and  he  is  guilty,  too,  of 
suffering  the  presence  of  his  colleagues  in  office ! 
Alas !  it  is  but  affording  Mr.  Canning  the  slen- 
derest aid  of  justice,  to  say,  that  Mr.  Canning 
knows  better  than  all  this !  Mr.  Canning  suffer 
the  presence  of  Lords  Liverpool  and  Eldon ! 
Why,  who  is  there  that  does  not  know,  that 
the  real  matter  is,  whether  Lords  Eldon  and  Li- 
verpool shall  suffer  the  presence  of  Mr.  Canning  ? 
Do  you  believe,  that  if  Mr.  Canning  felt  himself 
strong  in  the  Cabinet,  he  would  be  seen  some- 
jthing  like  paying  court  to  such  a  senator  as  Mr. 
JBrougham?  Mr.  Canning  is  incessantly  can- 
vassing, not  the  country  for  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  but  the  Opposition  in  the 
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House  of  Commons  for  the  coatinuauce  of  his 
seat  in  the  Cabinet.  May  he  be  delivered  from 
the  humiliation!  Mr.  Canning  is  the  Unjust 
Steward:  •*  Take  thy  bill,"  says  he,  **  and  set 
down  fifty;"  while  honest  Mr.  Brougham  has 
not  a  claim  in  the  world  for  half  the  yalue! 

And  I  hope,  beside,  that  I  may  protest,  in  the 
name  of  the  Constitution,  and  of  the  people  of 
all  England,  both  against  the  fact  and  the  doc- 
trine, that  the  fate  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Ques- 
tion depends  upon  the  chances  of  unanimity,  or 
of  in-unanimity ,  in  any  Cabinet,  however  com- 
posed !  It  is  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  and 
it  shall  be  the  practice  of  the  occasion,  that  if 
ever  a  Cabinet  is  found  unanimous  for  our  ruin, 
our  King  shall  have  an  appeal  to  his  Parliament; 
and,  that  if  his  Parliament,  too,  shall  be  found 
ready  to  betray  him  and  us,  he  shall  have  a 
further  appeal,  to  us,  his  people !  Really,  it  is 
doing  too  much  honour,  even  to  Lord  Eldon 
(and  that  noble  person^  fortunately,  can  afford 
to  be  stripped  of  some  share  of  honour,  whether 
in  the  estimation  of  his  contemporaries,  or  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1018 

the  page  of  future  history),  to  let  him  bear 
alone  the  total  weight,  of  all  that  folly  or  malig- 
nity can  heap  together,  upon  the  subject  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Question !  Under  some  other 
aspects,  I  should  be  far  from  venturing  to  say 
so  much ;  but,  upon  what  regards  the  Roman 
Catholic  Question  alone,  I  do  seriously  per- 
suade myself,  that  the  reigning  King  of  England 
may  safely  say,  what  one  of  his  Royal  prede* 
cessors  (equally  without  disparagement)  said, 
of  the  not  more  heroic  knight  of  Chevy  Chace : 

"  I  trust  I  have  within  my  realm 
Fiye' hundred  good  as  he  I" 

King  and  people  may  trust,  at  least,  and  as  1 
hope,  that  the  example  which  Lord  Eldon  has 
set,  and  the  spirit  which  he  has  infused,  have  pro- 
pagated themselves  through  all  the  country;  and 
have  raised  and  matured  a  host  of  companions 
*in  arms, — of  sworn  followers  and  sustainers  of 
his  standard. 

The  notion,  however,  of  carrying  the  Roman 
Catholic  Question  by  meani  of  a  Cabinet  alone. 
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giving  its  orders  to  a  submissive  Parliament, 
gains  ground  (in  the  absence  of  other  chances, 
and  the  people  being  every  day  more  and  more 
despaired  of)  continually ;  and  is  repeated  so 
often,  that  we  shall  soon  get  femiliarised  to  it, 
and  reckon  it  quite  Constitutional ! — An  "  una- 
nimous Cabiqet" — "a  message  from  the  Crown*' 
— '*  silencing  all. opposition"— and  the  thing  is 
done!  '*  Remember  them,  the  villains,  right- 
eous Heaven !" — These  are  our  "  patriots" — 
our  '*  popular  champions" — our  "  friends  of 
the  people}"  And,  as  if  the  Crown,  too,  as  I 
have  said,  would  not  have  a  resource  against 
such  a  Cabinet,  and  such  a  Parliament,  in 
an  appeal  ta  the  voices  of  the  people ;  an  ap- 
peal which,  upon  so  vital  an  event,  it  would 
be  the  Royal  duty  to  make,  not  once  only,  but 
many  times,  as  circumstances  might  demand 
and  justify,  before  the  consent  of  the  throne 
should  be  given  to  the  enslavement  of  the 
throne  and  people,  by  the  complete  reversal  of 
all  the  principles,  in  respect  of  the  primary 
and  fundamental  question  of  religious  fiaith,  of 
oat  existing  Constitiition  of  Government  !    , 
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And  why,  once  more,  "  the  primary  question 
of  religious  faith  ?"  Because  of  the  direct  depen- 
dence  of  all  temporal  power  upon  spiritual  author 
rity;  and,  equally  so,  because  of  the  immediate 
result  of  all  spiritual  authority  in  temporal  power ; 
a  brace  of  axioms  which  are  the  key-stones  of 
my  whole  edifice,  and  which  it  will  never  be 
within  the  means  of  the  superficialties  of  Mr« 
Wilmot  Horton,  nor  of  those  of  any  of  that  Ca- 
binet Minister's  compeers,nor  echoes, to  remove ! 

For  the  rest,  I  have  erred,  perhaps,  to  a 
greater  or  less  extent,  in  what  I  have  said  of 
the  legal  guilt  which  I  would  have  to  be 
attached  to  thei  agitation  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Question.  I  should  be  satisfied,  if,  in  whatever 
way  you  would  treat  the  Parliamentary  pro- 
poser, and  the  exciter  of  a  popular  demand,  of 
the  repeal  or  nullification  of  the  Act  of  Settle- 
ment ;  in  that  same  way  you  would  treat  the 
corresponding  movers  of  the  abolition  of  the 
Protestant  provisoes  of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 
Both  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  the  Bill  of 
Rights  were  passed,  the  one  for  *'  securing," 
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and  the  other  for  the  *'  better  securing,"  of 
the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People  of  the 
Realm ;  and  the  motives  to  both  are  alike  scored, 
and  alike  lasting. 

The  Act  of  Settlement  requires,  from  the  pos- 
sessor of  the  **  Crown  and  Imperial  dignity  of 
this  Realm/'  ''communion  with  the  Church 
of  England ;"  while  the  Bill  of  Rights  seeks 
only  to  exclude,  from  every  office  beneath  the 
throne,  all  believers  in  Roman  Catholic  doc- 
trine, and  consequent  subjects  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic temporal  dominion.  Under  the  provi- 
sions, therefore,  of  our  laws,  though  in  despite 
of  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  every 
Protestant  subject — that  is,  every  subject  of 
the  Crown  who  denies  so  many  of  the  tenets 
of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Christ  as  our  Pro- 
testant laws  deny,  and  who  does  not  deny  that 
Christ  is  God,  nor  yet  pretend  that  there  are 
more  gods  than  one,  but  admits  the  Trinity  to 
be  the  one  only  God ; — every  such  subject  of 
the  Crown,  and  no  other,  is,  or  is  eligible  to  be- 
come, one  of  the  People,  Citizens,  or  Commons. 
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I  wish  matters  were  otherwise ;  I  wish  the  Bill 
of  R  g^hts  were  less  liberal;  I  wish  that  no  man, 
with  the  exception  of  the  sixteen  Peers,  and 
the  forty-five  Commons,  of  Scotland,  could  ^it 
in  Parliament;  nor,  except  the  Scottish  Elec- 
tors of  those   Scottish  Peers  and  Commons, 
could  vote  for  Members  of  Parliament,  unless, 
like  the  possessor  of  the  Crown,  he  were  "  in 
communion  with  the  Church  of  England."  The 
unhappy  compr6mise,  however,  has  been  forced 
upon  us,  and  not  sought.     The  disputes  of  the 
Reformation  opened  too  wide  a  door  to  differ* 
ences  of  religious  faith,  to  allow  to  our  Church 
ancestors  sufficient  strength  for  excluding,,  as 
principle  demanded,  from  the  possession  of  civil 
pow^p,  all  but  the  adheients  of  the.  Church 
established  by  law;    and^  upon  the  contrary, 
obliged  them  to  open  the  doors  of  the  Constitu- 
tion to  Protestant  subjects  in  general.  Th^isame. 
oonditioniof  thingSyitis  too  much  to  be  feared, 
ednthiues.      Prote^antism  — :  the  fundameotaA 
tenets,  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Clirist-^aee 
strong  among  us^  but  the  particular  cause,  of 
the  particulsr  Protestant  Church  estabUahed, 
is  comparatively  weak. 
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To  this  provision  of  the'  law*-rthifc  relnotoot 
compromise  with  the  principles  of  the  Consti^ 
tution-^to  this  imperfect  form,  therefore^  of  the 
Constitution  ;^^ we  must  still  (there  is  too  knuch 
reason,  to  fear)  submit ;  but,  the  evil,  in  the 
mean  time,  is  not  theoretical  aldne,  but  prac« 
tical,  and  threatens  (as  ought  to  be  expected)^ 
even  now,  the  whole  fabric  of  our  Constitution. 

It  could  deceive  no  rational  legislator,  like  .a 
Whig  of  1688,  that  a  general  profession  of  Pro-? 
testantism,  a  general  renunciation  of  Aoman; 
Catholicism,  wore  the  superficial  appearance: 
'  of  attachment  to  our  Church  Constitution ; 
any  more  than  that  the  general  principles  of 
Protestantism  were  suflBciently  definite  for  legal 
establishment  among  uis.  It  was  necessary,  for 
the  Constitution,  and  for  our  laws,,  that  parti* 
cular  and  precise  Protestant  tenets  should  be 
recognised  by  the  State ;  and  it  was  obvious, 
tfaad>  a  difference  of  public  profession,  as  to  the' 
minutest  shade  in  those  tenets,  was  a  political 
danger,  not,  indeed,  as  directly  threatening' 
the  return  of  Roman  Catholicism  itself— the 
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pressing  calamity  to  be  escaped  from ;  but,  as 
equally  threatening,  with  Roman  Catholicism 
itself,  the  particular  Protestant  faith  established, 
and  therefore  the  Constitution  of  which  that 
particular  Protestant  faith  is  the  element  and 
basis.  If  a  British  subject  attaches  himself  to 
any  other  Protestant  faith  than  that  established, 
he  may  as  well  (except  as  to  the  particular  and 
solitary  que9tion  of  the  return  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholicism) make  himself  Roman  Catholic,  or 
Turk,  or  any  thing  else  that  he  approves  of.  In 
all  such  cases  alike  (unless  individually  dead 
to  the  ambition  of  his  caste),  and  superior  to  its 
prejudices,  he  will  persecute  both  the  appoint- 
ments and  the  doctrine  of  the  Church,  with  the 
same  zeal,  obstinacy,  and  malignity;  and  he 
will  at  all  times  league  himself  with  every  other 
subject  of  the  Crown,  whom  an  equal  exclusion 
unites  in  a  common  sympathy ;  the  equal  po* 
litical  exclusion,  so  long  as  that  exclusion  lasts, 
being  the  leading  object  of  regard,  and  making 
'  all  religious  differences,  pending  the  exclusion, 
objects  of  very  inferior  moments. 
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I  offer  this  apology,  for  the  deficiencies  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,  because  I  cannot  think  that  the 
Church  and  King  men  of  King  William,  when 
they  bound  up  the  Crown  and  the  Excise-office, 
yet  left  Parliament  loose,  were  dupes  of  a 
conception,  that  the  one  case  referred  to  trusts, 
and  the  other  to  rights.  They  surely  compre- 
hended, that  every  right  of  the  citizen  is  a 
trust  for  the  State ;  that  Members  and  Electors 
of  Parliament  are  as  much  functionaries,  as 
the  King,  or  as  an  Exciseman ;  and  that  every 
civil  right,  without  exception,  is  held  in  trust 
for  the  State? 

As  to  ourselves,  we  experience,  in  practice, 
that  which  our  ancestors  could  not  but  foresee 
in  theory.  Our  Protestant  Dissenters,  of  all 
denominations  (except  in  examples  that  form 
the  exceptions  to  the  rule),  forget,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  the  more  immediate  interests  of  their 
particular  sects,  all  that  belongs  to  the  general 
cause  of  Protestantism ;  and,  in  all  this,  we  have 
nothing  but  the  natural,  though  vicious,  course 
of  human  conduct;  conduct  which,  where  it  is 
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possible,  ought  to  be  guarded  against  by  laws, 
and  not  abandoned  to  the  declamation  which  we 
can  always  employ,  so  fluently  and  so  uselessly, 
against  the  offenders  I 

Leaving  our  laws,  however,  as  they  are, 
nothing  remains,  as  a  practical  counterpoise, 
but  the  devotion  of  our  poUcy  to  the  main- 
tenance and  magnifying  of  the  Church; — 
that,  for  the  most  part,  by  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  its  disciples ; — and  that,  principally,  by 
increasing  the  number  and  accommodations  of 
our  ecclesiastical  edifices,  a  care  to  which 
Protestantism  is  too  generally  indifferent.  You 
know  how  solicitous  I  was  upon  this  point,  long 
before  the  adoption  of  that  invaluable  measure 
of  Mr,  Vansittart  to  which  it  is  scarcely  possi- 
ble to  wish  too  much  development  and  success  I 

And  the  special  care  of  our  Church,  and,,  in 
that,  of  our  Constitution,  is,  at  this  moment,  so 
much  the  more  incumbent  upon  us,  because  the 
indirect  tendencies  of  every  thing  around  us 
are  in  the  opposite  direction.     Foreign  trade 
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(notwithstanding  its  share  of  eminent  advan- 
tages and  influences)  is  ruining  us  upon  every 
side.  It  enlarges  our  towns,  and  it  depopu- 
lates our  fields.  The  tendency  of  husbandry  is 
to  Church  and  King ;  the  tendency  of  trade  is 
to  religious  dissent,  and  to  republicanism ;  and 
yet  (and  in  despite  of  many  other  important 
considerations)  we  have  statesmen,  and  well- 
meaning  friends  of  the  Constitution,  too,  who 
would  force  our  trade,  at  the  expense  of  our 
husbandry ! 

Foreign  trade,  so  long  as  it  advances  domes- 
tic husbandry,  is  a  great  national  benefit;  but, 
so  soon  as  its  deceitful  prosperity  is  attempted 
to  be  forced  by  the  sacrifice  of  domestic  hus- 
bandry, so  soon  it  becomes  the  source  of  na- 
tional ruin,  and,  in  one  particular  view,  the 
ruin  threatens  all  things ;  King,  Church,  leam^ 
ing,  wealth,  and  civilisation  together.  From 
foreign  trade  come  over-peopled  towns ;  from 
towns,  a  periodical  press,  ignorant  and  venal 
every  way,  but  devoted,  by  calling,  and  by 
prejudice  of  seat  and  education,  to  the  inte- 
rests of  towns,  rather  than  to  those  of  husban- 
3u2 
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dry;  and,  from  such  a  press,  comes  an  ''enlight- 
ened public,"  either  the  customers  and  dicta- 
tors,  or  else  the  dupes  and  the  slaves,  of  the 
same  narrow  press,  thus  made  the  tool  of  tra- 
ding interests;  interests,  in  the  mean  time, 
which  Governments  are  under  so  severe  temp- 
tations unduly  to  espouse,  because  of  the  faci- 
lities which  they  afford  for  the  augmentation  and 
gathering  of  revenue,  and  even  for  the  anticipa- 
ting and  out-running  revenue,by  means  of  credit ! 
You  know  my  passion  for  urban  improvements; 
and  yet,  in  the  face  of  that,  I  am  a  little  jealous, 
both  of  the  causes  and  of  the  consequences  of  the 
enlargement  of  our  towns.  It  is  said,  in  honour 
of  Augustus  Caesar,  that  he  found  Rome  a  city 
of  brick,  and  left  it  a  city  of  marble ;  but  there 
remains,  I  believe,  a  nobler  epitaph,  for  the 
English  Prince  or  Minister,  who,  burning  with 
the  thirst  of  a  true  glory,  shall  leave  it  to  dis- 
tinguish his  memory,  that  he  found  the  people 
of  the  Alfreds  and  the  Edwards  degenerating 
into  a  nation  of  merchants,  manufacturers,  and 
"  shopkeepers,"  and  led  them  back  into  a  na- 
tion of  husbandmen;  that,  out  of  their  hus- 
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bandry,  he  prospered  their  domestic  trade,  and 
manufactures,  and  maritime  industry ;  clothed 
and  fed  them,  even  to  the  shores  of  Connaught; 
prospered,  out  of  these  things  again,  their  do- 
mestic husbandry;  and  left  their  foreign  trade  to 
its  natural  and  legitimate  extension  oiAy ^  forcing 
it  by  means  of  no  artificial  aid  whatever,  and, 
least  of  all,  by  the  legislative  depression  of  do- 
mestic husbandry;  that  husbandry,  too,  which, 
as  to  its  political  influence  and  tendencies,  is  the  sup- 
port of  our  P/otestant  Constitution  of  Church 
and  King ! 

POSTSCRIPT. 

In  this  Letter,  I  have  spoken  of  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham's  Protestant  Peers,  sometimes 
as  sixty-w//2e,  and  sometimes  as  sixty-seven ;  an 
irregularity  of  the  pen  which  I  have  no  time 
to  remove,  and  which  (to  confess  the  truth)  1 
am  unprepared  to  remove  to  my  content.  The 
original  number  was  sixtyifive;  a  further  acces- 
sion of  two  was  announced  at  the  first  meeting 
of  the  New  Roman  Catholic  Association ;  and. 
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at  one  moment,  I  had  an  impression  upon  my 
mind,  that  the  whole  number  had  become  so 
high  as  sixty-nine;  an  impression,  however, 
which  I  am  now  disposed  to  believe  erroneous. 

I  think,  too,  that  I  have  once  or  twice  ex- 
pressed myself,  above,  as  if  I  supposed  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  rights  of  a  monarch,  and 
those  of  a  republican  State,  against  the  respec- 
tive subjects  of  either.  You  will  see,  however, 
from  the  context,  that  this  is  not  my  meaning ; 
but,  that,  in  one  or  two  instances,  I  may  have 
used  the  word  '*  State,"  when  it  was  the  "  Con- 
stitution," or  discriminating  and  munifying  insti- 
tutions of  the  **  State,"  that  were  in  my  im- 
mediate thoughts.  Subjects  belong  to  the  State ; 
the  custody  of  the  immunities  of  the  State,  to  the 
citizens.  I  have  a  whole  chapter,  however  upon 
citizens,  to  submit  to  you  hereafter ! 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

But,  arguments  (if  so  much  may  still 
be  said,  without  presumption,  and  without  in- 
justice, of  neither  of  which  would  I  willingly  be 
guilty)  are  only  for  the  private,  or  at  least  the 
honest  contemplatist;  votes  are  all,  for  the 
actual  performers  in  the  play !  There  are  many 
classes  of  friends  to  Roman  Catholic  Emanci- 
pation. Honest  men  of  all  descriptions  (the 
most  numerous,  but  the  most  insignificant,  of 
the  whole),  without  personal  interests,  but 
who  adopt  speculative  notions  in  its  favour. 
Honest  men,  Roman  Catholics  or  Protestants, 
who  have  personal  interests,  real  or  imaginary, 
to  be  served  by  it ;  but,  who,  as  St.  Augustine 
and^Sir  Francis  Burdett  can  teach  them,  do 
not  know,  that  their  interests,  real  or  imaginary, 
dictate  their  opinions.  Dishonest  men,  who  are 
not  deceived  as  to  the  opinion,  but  who  are 
governed  by  their  interests,  real  or  imaginary. 
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The  last,  or  at  least,  the  two  last,  are  the 
movers  of  the  whole  machine,  and  are  to  pocket 
the  winnings  of  the  game.  The  private  spoil, 
meantime,  is  to  be  called  the  public  welfare ; 
the  British  empire  is  to  be  sold,  to  raise 
the  value  of  Irish  acres;  the  British  Con- 
stitution is  to  be  weighed  against  Irish  secu- 
rities; Ireland  is  to  conquer  Britain;  the 
ownership  and  the  union  of  Ireland  are  to  be 
the  graves  of  English  liberties;  the  Reformation 
is  to  succumb  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  in 
this, 

"  The  iaviolate  island  of  the  brave  and  free, — " 

the  citadel  of  the  liberties,  civil  and  religious, 
of  Europe  and  of  the  world ;  and  all,  because 
the  meanest  and  the  most  temporary  interests 
are  to  be  allowed  the  mastery  over  the  grandest 
and  the  most  lasting ; — because  individuals  are 
to  be  left  to  chalk  out  the  steps  of  the  State, 
according  to  their  unavoidably  petty,  narrow, 
and  partial  views,  and  limited  resources;  be- 
cause Ireland  is  comparatively  poor,  and 
wretched,  and  neglected;  and  because  no  one 
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has  the  eye,  the  hand,  or  the  heart,  to  serve 
her  with  true  service ;  to  serve  her  as  only  the 
Imperial  Government  can  serve  her;  to  serve 
her,  not  with  despicable  shifts,  and  with  mo- 
mentary expedients,  but  with  a  noble  and  a 
lasting  service ;  and  to  lay,  at  least,  the  found- 
ation, of  a  happiness  tranquillising  to  herself, 
and  aggrandising  to  the  entire  kingdom : — 

''  These  are  imperial  works,  and  worthy  kings !"     * 

The  whole  secret  is,  that  we  have  got  into  a 
false  position  with  Ireland,  and  that  we  do  not 
know  how  to  get  out  of  it.  We  cannot  discover 
what  ought  to  be  our  next  move ;  and  we  there- 
fore take,  and  jump  after,  the  advice  of  every 
ignorant  or  interested  looker-on!  I  am  not  of 
the  number  of  those,  who  can  think  that  Ireland 
is  what  she  ought  to  be,  while  the  mass  of  her 
population  subsists  in  poverty  and  destitution ; 
nor  even  while  that  mass  of  the  population  is 
necessarily  excluded  from  the  equal  enjoyment 
of  civil  rights,  and  while,  from  this,  as  well 
as   from  so    many   other  causes,    there  is  a 
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natural  excitement  of  the  angry  and  therefore 
painful  passions ; — ^but  Roman  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation is  not  the  cure : — ^the  grant  of  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation  is  as  incapable  of  tran- 
quillising  and  of  humanising  Ireland  (for  hu- 
manising, according  to  Mr.  Shiel,  is  that  which 
is  wanted),  as  the  refusal  is,  in  reality, 
incapable  of  exciting  it  to  rebellion !  Messrs. 
Shiel  and  O'Connell  could  not  get  up  a  rebel- 
lion, even  if  they  would.  What  Mr.  Thomas 
Addis  Emmet  told  the  Irish  House  of  Commons, 
in  the  year  1798,  may  equally  be  told  to  the 
English  House  of  Commons,  in  the  year  1826 ; 
namely,  that  *'  the  people  of  Ireland  do  not 
value  Emancipation  a  feather!**  God  forbid, 
in  the  mean  time,  that  I  should  deny  them, 
only  because  I  do  not  fear  them !  I  deny  them, 
because,  neither  do  they  ask  for  the  gift,  nor 
could  the  gift  be  serviceable  to  them  ;  because, 
when  they  ask  for  bread,  I  will  not  offer  them 
a  stone ;  because  the  treasure,  which  it  is  pro- 
posed I  should  part  with  to  the  Irish  Roman 
Catholic,  is  one,  that-:- 
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not  enriches  him, 


But  makes  me  poor  indeed !" 

If  I  acquit^  too,  the  mass  of  the  people  of 
any  rebellious  feeling  upon  this  great  question, 
equally  so  do  I,  Messrs.Shiel  andO'Connell,  and 
even  the  Peers  at  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's. 
I  know  them  better!  In  this,  our  commercial 
country,  our  merchants  are  princes,  and  our 
princes  are  merchants — peace  is  the  heaven  of 
the  merchant,  and  our  Merchant  Peers  of  Ire- 
land, the  great  Protestant  landholders,  worship 
Mercury,  far  rather  than  Bellona !  These  are 
not  the  persons  to  "  look  rebellion,"  nor  "  to 
seek  the  bubble  reputation  in  the  cannon's 
mouth ;"  but,  much  more  resembling  the 


'  tradesman,— Hneek,  and  much  a  liar.** 


All  that  they  calculate  by,  is  the  money  they 
can  raise  upon  mortgage,  the  number  of  years' 
purchase  that  Irish  lands  will  fetch  in  the  Lon- 
don money-market,  and  the  votes  to  be  secured 
at  Parliamentary  elections !     This  is  the  whole 
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amount  of  their  offence ;  and  it  is  the  fault  of  the 
State,  more  than  of  the  men,  that  the  obvious 
interests  of  the  individuals  have  been  placed  in 
diametric  opposition  to  the  interests  of  the 
State.  So,  however,  it  is;  and  such  is  the 
mercenary  and  sordid  pivot  upon  which  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation  mainly  turns ; — in  this 
manner  is  our  Constitution  and  our  empire  put 
up  to  sale ;  and,  thus, 

"  This  Ifl^nd  of  such  dear  souls,  this  dear  dear  land» 
Dear  for  4ier  reputation  through  the  world. 
Is  now  leas'd  out  (I  die  protumndng  it,) 
like  to  a  tenement^  or  pelting  farm : 
England,  boun^jn  with  ihe  triumphant  sea, 

*        *        *     is  now  bound  in  with  shame. 
With  inky  blots,  and  rotten  parchment  bonds : 
That  England,  that  was  went  to  conquer  others. 
Hath  made  a  shamefid  conquest  oW  itself" 

But,  before  I  *'  die,"  let  me  remind  you, 
that  I  have  prose,  as  well  as  verse,  to  depend 
upon,  in  this  serious  part  of  the  argument. — 
Nothing,  as  I  have  told  you,  has  so  completely 
opened  my  eyes,  to  at  least  a  part  of  the  private 
and  sordid  motives  of  Emancipation,  as  the  Re- 
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solutions  of  the  Protestant  Peers,  followed  as 
they  have  been  by  the  lawyer-like  speeches  of 
Mr.  Shiel,  and  the  conduct  of  the  Earl  of  Or- 
monde. These  things  have  more  particularly 
put  me  upon  my  guard  against  every  thing  that 
is  Irish, — and,  most  of  all,  that  is  Protestant 
Irish, — relatively  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Ques- 
tion. The  fraud,  in  this  case,  is  so  much  the 
more  scandalous,  because,  as  says  Moli^re,  in 
hisTartuffe,  it  is  so  difficult  to  fight  against  the 
arms  that  we  hold  in  awe ;  so  difficult  to  distrust 
that,  which,  upon  the  surface,  must  appear  the 
most  trustworthy ! 

Already,  as  I  persuade  myself,  I  have  given 
to  the  Emancipationiits  some  difficult  things  to 
digest;  but,  among  the  crowd  of  those  which 
I  have  yet  to  offer,  I  will,  here,  (not,  indeed, 
hitherto  unhinted  at  in  my  Letters)  present 
a  more  difficult  one  still !  I  challenge  them,  if 
they  are  really  the  friends  of  the  abrogation  of 
Constitutional  Religious  Distinctions,  to  say  so 
at  once ;  to  abolish  all  Oaths  of  Supremacy,  and 
all  Religious  Tests;  to  content  themselves  with 
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Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Abjuration ;  and  to  let 
in  the  Dissenters,  not  less  than  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics !  This,  I  say,  (and  I  speak,  now,  of  course, 
of  the  Cannings,  and  of  the  remaining  few,  who 
are  really  competent  to  take  part  in  the  discus- 
sion— of  those  who  can  really,  and  at  least,  lisp 
their  letters,  in  the  horn-book  of  political  learn- 
ing) ;  this,  I  say,  they  must  be  prepared  to  do, 
if  they  are  really  bitten  with  the  Liberal  mania; 
if  they  are  really  prepared,  a*  a  general  principle, 
to  renounce  Constitutional  Religious  Distinc- 
tions. But,  the  cruelty  of  the  dilemma ;  the  bar- 
barity, the  insidiousness,  the  gnawing  anguish  of 
the  proposition !  1 1  is  that  with  which  none  would 
embarrass,  and  fetter,  and  torture  the  Emancipa- 
tionists, unless  a  besotted  friend  (like  so  many 
whose  names  may  be  called  to  mind),  or  else 
a  persecuting  and  implacable  enemy,  like  my- 
self ! — If  the  Emimcipators  mean,  that,  upon 
general  principles,  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow- 
subjects  ought  to  be  admitted  to  the  equal  en- 
joyment of  civil  rights  with  our  Church  fel- 
low-subjects, let  them  give  me  a  single  reason, 
that  they  dare   avow,   why   the  Dissenters, 
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Christian  and  Anti-Christian,  ought  not  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  jubilee?  If  they  say^  that  the 
Constitution  of  England  is  one  thing,  and  the 
Religion  of  England  is  another ;  and  that  the 
same  loyal  subject  of  the  King,  may,  at  the 
same  time,  love  and  reverence  the  first,  and 
despise  and  abhor  the  second  ;  if  they  say,  in 
the  ignorant  jargon  of  the  hour,  that  politics 
and  religion  have  no  connection — that  is,  no 
natural,  nor  no  moral,  nor  no  civil  and  political 
connection;  upon  what  pretence — what  pre- 
tence that  they  dare  exhibit  to  the  world — ^will 
they  exclude  any  of  the  enemies  of  Papery,  while 
they  admit  its  friends?  But  no !  they  will  not 
abrogate  Constitutional  Religious  Distinctions — 
they  will  write  them  in  brass,  even  in  the  Burdett 
Roman  Catholic  Oath  ;  —  they  will  not  content 
themselves  with  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Ab- 
juration ; — they  will  not  admit  the  Dissenters, 
when,  nor  at  any  time  after,  they  admit  the 
Roman  Catholics  1  No ;  after  the  Catholic  As- 
sociation— after  Mr.  O'Connell,  Mr.  Shiel,  and 
Mr.  O 'Gorman — the  Dissenters  are  the  mill- 
stone  about  the  neck  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
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Question;  and  it  is   not  possible   to  injure  it 
more,  than  to  mention  the  Dissenters  in  con- 
junction with  it!     If  a  starling  were  employed 
in  Parliament,  by  the  enemies  of  British  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipatibn;  it  need  but  be  taught 
to  cry,  *'  The  Dissenters,"  whenever  the  Eman- 
cipation is  named !     Mr.  Canning  knows  the 
truth  of  what  I  say ;  and  it  is  to  the  Cannings 
that  I  appeal — to  the  practical  and  efficient 
champions    and  blunderers, — and  not  to   the 
theorists,  the  star-gazers,  the  Liberals,  the  Car- 
bonari, nor  Liberal  and  Carbonari  Dissenters ; 
nor  to  those,  who,  for  the  most  part,  excel 
all  the  rest  in  honesty,  as  much  as  they  do  in 
ignorance:   for,  as  to  the  greater  part  of  the 
practical  men,  the  aim  is,  not  to  look  thepriniipk 
fairly  in  the  face;  not  to  abrogate  the  law,  and 
sweep  away  restrictions  of  general  operation; 
— but,  to  smuggle-in  the  British  Roman  Catho- 
lic,— in  fraud, — and  not  in  defiance,  nor  in  con- 
tempt,— of  the  Constitution ;  and  to  drop  the 
portcullis,  as  he  enters,  upon  the  heads  of  the 
silly  expectants  behind ! 

I  dreamed,  the  other  night,  that  I  had  co- 
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trived  an  Oath  which  a  Roman  Catholic  might 
really  take,  and  which  would  afford  security  to 
the  Constitution;  and  I  awoke  with  the  sin- 
cerest  feeling  of  pleasure,  in  the  thought,  that  I 
saw  a  road,  at  last,  for  the  feet  of  my  Roman 
Catholic  fellow-subjects.  But,  alas!  upon  an 
instant  waking  revisal,  I  found,  that  I  had  only 
stripped  the  Burdett  Oath  of  its  shameless  in- 
uendoes, its  frightful  and  even  scoundrelly  "in- 
sults" to  Roman  Catholics,  and  its  hollow  and 
self-convicting  efforts  and  pretences  of  safeguard 
of  the  Constitution !  I  found,  in  short,  that  I 
had  left  nothing  but  an  Oath  of  Allegiance  and 
Abjuration*  and  that  I  had  gotten  rid  of  all 
that  "religious  distinction"  which  the  Bur- 
dett Oath  so  studiously,  as  well  as  so  une- 
quivocally,— and  in,  what  Sir  Francis  must 
elsewhere  call,  so  barbarian  a  spirit  of  toleration 
only,— ^maintains !  I  found,  in  a  word,  that 
I  had  ruined  the  Oath,  as  wel>*in  the  estima- 
tion of  Messrs.  Canning  and  Burdett,  as  of 
myself.  I  parted,  though  with  reluctance,  with 
my  illusions ;  I 

** wept  their  falsehood,  though  I  loved  them  still !" 

3  X 
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But,  in  reference  to  more  limited  points  of 
review,  what,  I  ask,  becomes  of  principle;  and  the 
inference  which  I  seek  to  draw  is  this : — If  it  is 
agreed,  that  the  general  principle  is  against  the 
admission  of  British  Roman  Catholics  to  equal 
civil  rights  (and,  if  it  is  not  so  agreed,  then,  the 
advocates  of  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation 
*  ought  to  be  the  equal  advocates  of  all  Noncon- 
formist Emancipation),  then,  the  whole  con- 
troversy is  narrowed  to  points  of  particular 
eapedience  (points  of  which  I  have  allowed  the 
possible  validity  and  strength);  and,  then,  as  I 
contend, — equally  in  this  view,  as  in  that  of 
the  general  principle, — there  is  no  particular 
ea^edience  which  recommends  the  claims  made 
for  British  Roman  Catholics;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  sum  up  all,  I  contend,  that  British 
Roman  Catholic  ea^clusion  is  at  once  right  in 
principk,  and  right  as  to  expedience;  right  con- 
stitutionally, add  right  politically ;  as  it  is  also 
right  for  the  interests  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  for 
the  interests  of  England,  and  right  for  the 
interests  of  the  whole  world,  not  less  than  for 
the  interests  both  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1043 

While  the  Emancipationists,  however,  take 
part  with  the  Roman  Catholics,  and  yet  reject 
the  Dissenters,  they  can  meet  the  question 
of  expedience  (that  is,  they  can  %o  into  such 
arguments  as  will  bear  the  light)  only  in  one 
of  two  ways.  They  abandon  the  idle  story, 
of  Sir  Robert  Wilson,  and  others,  about  the 
ifffttsHce' of  the  exclusion,  and  the  rights  of 
man,  and  all  similar  romances;  and  roust  be 
satisfied  with  advancing,  either  that  the  Con- 
stitution has  less  to  fear  from  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics than  from  Dissenters,  and  that  the  ge- 
neral principle  may  be,  therefore,  sacrificed,  or, 
at  least,  held  in  abeyance,  in  the  one  erro- 
neous case,  though  not  in  the  other ;  a  notion, 
with  respect  to  which,  all  the  calculation  is,  that, 
in  reference  to  Ireland  alone,  the  general  prin- 
ciple otfg'A^  or  else  must,  be  sacrificed  to  the  de- 
mands of  particular  expedience;  and,  that  what  is 
net  jfist,  as  matter  of  general  reasoning,  is,  under 
the  circumstances,  just  from  the  peculiarity,  if 
not  firom  the  necessity,  of  the  case.  But,  here, 
again,  I  stop,  them ;  here,  again;  (and,  here,  as  I 
3x2 
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have  always  said)  here,  and  here  only,  lies  the 
ostensible  strength  of  the  Emancipation  cause. 
But  the  speculative  Emancipationists  are  as 
much  in  error  under  this  aspect,  as  under  any 
other.  Ireland,  as  I  always  say,  and  repeat,  has 
need  of  much ;  Ireland  cannot  be  too  greatly 
caressed  and  fostered;  but  Roman  Catholic 
Emancipation  is  not  her  want,  is  not  the  means 
of  remedying  her  woes ;  and,  in  truth,  it  is  for 
a  pnrpose  altogether  foreign  to  the  public  inte- 
rests of  Ireland,  as  it  is  foreign  to  the  public 
interests  of  England,  that  Emancipation  is 
sought.  All  the  religious  and  philosophical  argu- 
ments, **  ad  captandum ;" — all  the  tubs,  thrown 
out  to  amuse  and  abuse  the  multitude,  and  with 
which,  no  doubt,  many  grave  and  conscientious 
thinkers,  readers,  and  writers,  most  seriously 
occupy  themselves,  as  it  is  intended  and  desired 
they  should — these  go  for  nothing  with  such 
as  are  really  in  the  secret.  Meanwhile,  we 
shut  our  eyes  upon  the  real  sore  places  of  Ire- 
land ;  nad,  like  contemptible  mountebanks  as 
we  are,  endeavour  to  show  our  skill  (and  show 
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it^  too,  with  applause),  by  laying  the  plaisters 
where,  though  the  system  may  and  does  want 
alteratives,  the  skin  is  whole ! 

Sir  John  Pamell  (as  I  have  partly  suggested 
to  you)  is  one  of  those  who  are  pretty  well  con- 
tent to  make  the  Roman  Catholic  Question  an 
exclusively  Irish  question; — to  pass  by  the 
general  principle  of  religious  distinction ; — to 
leave  the  Dissenters,  and  even  the  English 
Roman  Catholics,  to  shift  for  themselves ; — and, 
refraining  from  the  threats,  and  the  vituperations, 
of  the  O'Connell's,  to  take  the  shorter,  and  far 
more  promising  road,  of  appeal  to  our  symfSa* 
thies;  beseeching  us  to  grant  Emancipation, 
in  pity  to  ''  the  situation  of  Ireland."  An 
appeal  of  this  sort  (like  the  sun  shining  upon 
the  traveller  in  the  fable)  might  have  great 
chance  of  irresistibility,  if,  upon  the  one  hand, 
we  were  not  bound  to  recollect,  while  we  listen 
to  it,  the  general  claims  of  the  whole  empire  in 
its  regard,  and  equally  so,  the  major  and  more 
permanent  interests  of  Ireland  herself;  and  if, 
upon  the  other,  the  cause  and  remedy  of  the  evils 
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of  Ireland  were  certainly  understood,  even  by 
Ireland's  most  afiectionate  friends.  We  have 
seen  a  late  Irish  Secretary  disputing,  with  Irish 
members  of  Parliament  and  residents,  the  wis- 
dom of  particular  modes  of  meeting  Irish  diffi- 
culties of  the  moment ;  and,  perhaps,  it  is  not 
less  allowable  to  dispute,  with  the  same  geri- 
tlemen,  the  real  means  of  exalting  and  of 
pacifying  Ireland.  Once  understood,  that  it  is 
for  the  troubles  of  the  place  and  of  the  time, 
in  Ireland  alone,  that  Emancipation  is  really 
asked,  while  all  the  rest  is  but  an  incumbrance, 
or  but  the  rabble  that  follows  the  show, — and 
our  judgment  is  speedily  illuminated ; — ^we 
know  what,  at  the  bottom,  is  the  thing  really 
sought  of  us ;  and  we  know  that  which  would 
best  meet  the  desires  of  the  seekers.  Mr. 
Canning,  too,  in  some  kind,  makes  the  Roman 
Catholic  Question  an  exclusively  Irish  question ; 
because  he  would  treat  it  with  the  view  of 
rendering  the  resources  of  Ireland  most  available 
for  British  prosperity ; — that  is,  most  conducive, 
not  to  the  prosperity  of  Ireland  alone,  nor  to 
changing    the    ''  situation  of  Ireland''  alone. 
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but  to  his  particular  view  of  the  general  adiran- 
tage  of  the  empire.  And  how  really  remote, 
then,  are  these  respective  objects,  from  that  Con- 
stitutional question,  which  it  is  so  universally, 
as  we}l  as  so  mischievously,  permitted  to  be  agi- 
tated in  reference  to  them ;  and  how  cruel,  if 
our  Constitution  of  Government  is  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, as  a  nostrum  for  Irish  cure,  and  sacrificed, 
at  last,  to  no  Irish  advantage  whatever ;  but, 
solely  to  the  advantage  of  the  common  band 
of  our  domestic  enemies,  ranged  under  a  hun- 
dred flags;  and  to  the  ruin  of  a  form  of 
civil  polity  which  is  the  glory  of  the  world  and 
of  the  age,  which  is  the  happiness  of  our  peo- 
ple, and  which  ought  to  be  the  hope  of  man- 
kind! 

That  Ireland  has  local  and  notorious  griefs,  of 
no  common  magnitude ;  that  her  political  con- 
nection with  Great  Britain,  though  indispensable, 
under  certain  aspects,  both  to  Great  Britain  and 
to  herself,  has  always  been,  and  remains,  a 
source  of  the  heaviest  calamities ;  that  ignorance 
in  England,  and  corruption  in  Ireland,  and,  per- 
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haps^  both  ignorance  and  conniption,  both  in 
Ireland  and  in  England,  have  entailed  upon  Ire- 
land,  and  upon  England  for  Ireland's  sake,  a 
succession  of  evils,  is  in  no  shape  to  be  doubted. 
Absenteeism,  with  all  its  higher  advantages,  is 
productive,  as  I  have  expressed  my  opinion,  of 
infinite  local  mischief.  The  sequestration,  too, 
of  the  altars,  lands,  and  revenues,  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church  of  Ireland  (indispensable  as  a 
part  of  our  Protestant  system)  ; — altars,  lands 
and  revenues,  raised,  bestowed,  and  granted, 
first,  by  Pagan  piety,  to  a  Pagan  Church,  which 
fulfilled  its  office  in  return ;  next,  transferred  to  a 
RomanChurch,whichChurch  also  returned  bene- 
fit for  benefit ;  but,  now,  given  to  a  Protestant 
Church  which,  nevertheless, we  have  left  without 
the  means  of  performing  the  services  paid  for ; 
— a  bulk  of  the  people,  therefore,  abandoned, 
upon  the  score  of  religion  (that  basis  of  all  law 
and  government),  to  a  Church  which,  neverthe- 
less, we  have  left  without  temporalities,  and 
without  power,  by  which  to  give  efficacy  to 
itself,  and  without  the  aid  of  the  secular  arm  to 
give  fruit  to  its  zeal; — a  Church,   therefore. 
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from  which  we  have  no  title  to  expect  even  that 
share  of  moral  and  political  benefit^  which,  in 
happier  circumstances,  it  would  not  fieul  to  yield ; 
and  the  place  of  which,  at  the  same  time,  we 
have  used  no  sufficient,  and  no  intelligent  means, 
to  supply  with  the  Church  which  we  prefer ; — 
all  these  are  disasters  of  the  darkest  kind  for 
Ireland  /  For,  with  respect  to  the  matter  of 
religion,  if,  besides  looking  to  the  secular  sup- 
port of  our  own  Church,  we  agree  with  those  (Mr. 
Burke,  and  Mr.  Brougham,  of  the  number),  who 
think  an  affluent  Church  a  public  blessing ; — ^if, 
in  short,  we  think  that  we  do  that  which  is 
right  in  England,  when  we  support,  honour, 
and  enrich  our  Church  in  England ;  if  we  think 
the  support,  honour,  and  enriching  of  that 
Church,  indispensable  sources  of  the  public 
welfare  in  England;  what  can  we  say  for  our- 
selves, while  we  leave  (as  we  are  obliged  and 
ought  to  leave)  the  predominant  Church  in  Ire- 
land without  those  aids,  and  yet  make  no  rational 
efforts  to  render  the  supported,  honoured  and 
enriched  Church,  operative  with  the  people  ? 
We  have  degraded  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
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and  yet  hare  not  endeavoured  (endeavoured  in 
the  manner  that  we  ought)  to  extirpate  it; 
and  we  can  blame  the  degraded  Church,  for  the 
ignorance,  the  vices,  and  the  crimes  of  offenders 
in  Ireland! 

The  two  radical  sources  of  the  misfortunes 
of  Ireland  (so  far  as  England  is  connected  with 
them)  consist  in  her  dependence  upon  England, 
combined  with  her  geographical,  that  is,  her 
insular  situation.  It  is  to  this  geographical 
peculiarity  that  (as  far  as  England  is  concerned) 
Ireland  owes  the  result,  that  while  Scotland  is 
enriched  by  our  connection,  herself  is  impovish- 
ed  by  it.  But,  this  geographical  disadvantage, 
then,  ought  to  be  perceived,  and  political  compen- 
sations  bestowed  to  meet  it.  As  the  situation  of 
Ireland  is  peculiar,  so  ought  to  be  the  adminis- 
tration of  her  affairs ;  and  it  is  enough  for  the 
condemnation  of  England,  if  we  only  say,  that 
she  treats  Ireland  with  the  same  general  measure 
of  justice  which  she  gives  to  others ;  because 
Ireland,  from  her  circumstances,  requires  and 
deserves  still  more.    What  Ireland,  therefore, 
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really  wants,  I  sbaU  c<»ifidently  state  hereafter. 
What  she  does  not  want;  what  would  add  no- 
thing to  her  happiness,  but  would  only  per- 
petuate her  misery,  and  begin  ours — Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation — of  that  I  return  to 
speak. 

For  my  part,  I  stand  upon  ground  that  will 
not  easily  be  shaken,  and  whence  I  may  jest 
at  every  assailant,  be  he  as  grave,  as  indefati- 
gable, as  violent,  or  as  foul-mouthed  as  he  may. 
If  I  do  but  make  myself  understood  —  if  I 
render  a  shadow  of  justice  to  the  principles 
of  which  I  am  the  humble  asserter, — those 
principles,  atleast,  will  be  found  impregnable. 
Affairs  may  be  conducted  otherwise ;  but,  then, 
they  will  be  so  in  contempt  of  principles,  and 
not  in  their  confutation.  It  would  be  an  easy 
child's-play,  to  deny,  in  the  gross,  what  I  have  set 
down ;  but  a  very  different  task  to  reply  to  it, 
'*  point  by  point."  I  have  shown  the  real  impa- 
tience with  which  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow- 
subjects  submit  to  the  Protestant  yoke,  and 
endure  even  the  sight  of  Protestant  neighr 
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bourhood,  abomination,  and  impurity,  I  have 
shown,  that  English  Whiggism  is  any  thing, 
as  to  general  principles,  but  what  passes  for 
English  Whiggism,  amid  the  ignorance  and 
the  thick  darkness  of  the  days  in  which  we 
live ;  and,  that,  as  to  particular  principle,  it 
abhors  alike,  Roman  Catholic  temporal  tenets,  and 
Roman  Catholic  admixture  with  other  power ; 
and  thus,  in  these  two  views,  of  Roman  Ca- 
tholic sentiment  and  Whig  principle,  I  hurl, 
at  once,  over  the  precipice,  all  that  respects 
the  particular  expedience^  in  respect  of  the 
United  Kingdom  at  large.  But,  I  go  further — 
and,  here,  from  the  absence  of  all  inquiry  and 
reflection ; — from  the  historical  novelty  of  the 
situation  in  which  we  are  politically  placed,  and 
the  new  research  for  old  principles  which  is 
thereby  demanded,  and  with  respect  to  which 
we  are  at  fault; — from  the  pitiable  imbecility 
of  the  notions  of  politics  and  government,  which 
are  now  received  for  wisdom  by  the  great 
vulgar  and  the  small ; — from  all  these  causes, 
excusable  and  inexcusable  —  and,  perhaps, 
from  others  which  do  not  just  now.  occur  to 
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me ; — here,  not  one  in  ten  hundred  thousand, 
is  prepared  to  go  with  me — and  yet  it  is  whence 
I  can  never  be  beaten  back !— I  say,  that  among 
the  ingredients  and  component  parts  of  a  Con- 
stitution of  Government,  the  widest,  the  deepest, 
and  the  least  dispensable  substratum,  is  a  Reli- 
gious Faith.  Upon  a  religious  faithy  you  build 
a  religion ;  that  is,  a  code  of  temporal  law, 
sanctioned,  authorised,  or  morally  enforced, 
by  the  dogmas  of  religious  faith ; — a  body  of 
general  principles  of  civil  government.  This, 
essentially,  and  before  every  thing  else,  is  your 
Constitution ;  that  is,  it  is  y6ur  primary,  ele- 
mentary, and  commencing  institulioi\;  and,  then, 
this  settled — this  premised— this  existent — 
King  and  People  (Constitutionally  considered) 
derive  their  rights  from  that  Constitution,  and 
enjoy  them  only  upon  condition  of  adherence 
to  that  Constitution;  —  that  is,  of  external 
adherence  to  that  religious  faith ;  for,  it  is  an  old, 
and  uncontradicted  story,  that  whoever  is  not 
for  us,  is  against  us ;  and  how  can  it  be  ex- 
pected, that  the  Constitution  should  accept 
those,  who  refuse  to  accept  the  Constitution? 
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In  this  manner,  I  get  (as  I  ought  to  get), 
equally  a  Constitutional  King,  and  a  Consti- 
tutional  People;  in  this  manuer,  I  separate 
citizens  from  simple  subjech — those,  who  are 
entitled  to  Constitutional  rights,  that  is,  dvil 
rights^  in  virtue  of  the  Constitution,and  as  citizens^ 
from  those,  who  are  only  entitled  to  personal 
rights,  in  virtue  of  their  allegiance  to  the  King, 
and,  therefore,  simply  as  subjects.  So  much  for 
the  Civil  Liberty- 

Meanwhile,  I  have  taught,  that  religious  truth 
always  has  been,  and  always  will  be,  progres- 
sive among  mankind.  It  is  impossible,  therefore, 
that  I  can  be  mistaken  for  a  foe  to  the  freedom 
of  religious  inquiry;  and,  in  point  of  fact,  by 
teaching  as  I  have,  I  must  offend  ninety-nine 
hundredths  of  the  Roman  Catholic,  and  every 
other  part  of  the  religious  world*  of  whose  mis- 
takes, however,  I  am  as  little  tender,  as  of  those 
of  the  remaining  division.  I  am  quite  ready  to 
add,  too,  that  uniformity  in  religious  faith  is  a 
philosophical  absurdity,  and  may,  indeed,  in 
politics,  be  entitled  to  no  more  than  the  name 
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of  a  political  Jictum.  It  is  (as  I  have  intimated 
and  offered  proofs)  a  political  fiction  with  the 
Church  of  Rome.  All  that  I  contend  for  (and 
that  with  respect  to  which  I  shall  have  so  many 
adversaries  among  the  superficial, — that  is,  in 
nearly  every  one  that  I  shall  meet)  is,  that,  if 
inward  uniformity  in  religious  faith  is  a  philo- 
sophical absurdity — (and  yet  all  sects,  and  the 
Unitarians  among  the  rest,  demand,  and  actually 
expect,  that  uniformity;  for,  '^magnus  est  Veri- 
tas, &c.")  yet,  outward  conformity  in  religious 
doctrine  is  a  political  necessity.  I  ask  only  for 
outward  conformity; — for  Constitutional  in- 
hostility  and  adherence;  —  no  English  Whig 
ever  thought  of  asking  for  more,  as,  also,  he 
will  never  be  content  with  less  ;  and,  thus,  are 
we  disencumbered  of  all  that  simpletons  say, 
concerning  *'  liberty  of  conscience,"  and  the 
*'  interference  between  man  and  his  Maker," 
in  respect  of  Constitutional  Religious  Distinc- 
tions.    So  much,  too,  for  Religious  Liberty. 

But,  the  case,  as  respecting  the  whole  king- 
dom together,  being  thus  far  disposed  of,  there 
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remains,  principally^  the  particular  case  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  extraordinary  assumption,  that 
Roman  Catholic  Emancipation  would  not  add 
to  Roman  Catholic  power  among  us !  For 
Ireland,  as  I  have  so  often  said,  I  have  other 
cares;  and,  as  to  the  lady's-gentlewomen,  who 
think  that  Emancipation  would  not  be  followed 
by  power,  I  shall  conquer  them  so  unquali* 
fiedly,  that  I  count  them  out  of  the  field 
already.  I  shall  have,  among  other  arms,  the 
great  guns  of  Mr.  O'Connell  point-blank 
against  them ;  and,  though  there  are  but  few 
occasions  upon  which  I  would  depend  upon 
what  that  patriot  says,  especially  when  it  is 
likely  to  injure  either  his  cause  or  himself,  the 
choice  example,  here,  is  one  with  respect  to 
which  I  shall  trust  him ! 

Emancipation  is  said  to  be  Just,  and  I  deny 
it.  It  is  said  to  be  necessary,  and  I  deny  that 
also.  Among  the  grounds  of  necessity,  it  is 
attempted  to  work  upon  our  fears.  Mr.  Hut- 
chinson came  to  "  terrify"  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, at  the  same  time  that  Sir  James  M'Intosh 
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came  to  wheedle  it  with  his  account  of  all  that 
18  great  and  generous  in  the  rising  generation ! 
To  deal  fairly  with  Mr«  Hutchinson,  he  meant 
no  more,  than  that  the  condition  of  Ireland  was 
''terrible/^  and  demanded  immediate  relief, 
in  the  shape  of  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation. 
But  Mr.  O'Gorman  wishes  to  "  terrify"  us  with 
his  thirteen  hundred  thousand  Russians;  and 
Mr.  Shiel,  and  not  a  few  others,  wish  to  alarm 
us  with  the  consideration,  either  of  foreign 
descents,  or  of  domestic  rebellion.  In  short, 
not  a  stone  has  been  left  unturned — supplica- 
tion, sophistry,  menace,  cajolery — every  thing 
that  could  be  thought  of, — ^for  persuading  poor 
John  Bull  to  part  with  his  Constitution ;  but 
there  is  nothing,  that  is  worth  a  straw,  in  one 
stratagem,  more  than  in  another !  There  will  be 
no  rebellion,  because  there  can  be  no  rebellion 
without  the  help  of  the  body  of  the  Irish  people; 
and  the  body  of  the  Irish  people  have  no  con- 
cern with  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation,  nor 
Rom^n  Catholic  Emancipation  with  the  mass 
of  the  Irish  people.  The  body  of  the  Irish 
people  are  dragooned  and  excommunicated  into 
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the  payment  of  the  Association  Tax,  called 
a  "  rent;"  and  this  is  the  whole  of  their  part  of 
the  business.  And,  if  we  are  to  meet  a  foreign 
foe,  we  cannot  meet  him  better  than  so  near 
home  as  Ireland  ! 

That  foreign  aid,  that  foreign  arms,  that  fo- 
reign dictation,  that  foreign  subjugation  of  the 
will  of  King,  Parliament,  and  People  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  would  not  be  wanting,  if 
Messrs.  O'Connell  and  his  coadjutors  could 
procure  them,  is  more  than  I  am  prepared  to 
deny.  Those  gentlemen  are  playing  in  Ire* 
land,  the  counterpart  of  the  Greek  game  in  the 
territory  of  the  Crescent.  There  is  no  foreign 
Court,  nor  people,  to  whom  they  do  not  seek  to 
carry  the  story  of  their  discontents;  they  ad- 
dress themselves  to  all  Europe,  and  to  North  and 
South  America ;  they  obtain,  for  British  foreign 
partisans,  the  same  benevolent  visiopiaries,  and 
the  same  political  levellers,  as  the  Ypsilanties 
and  Colocotronies ;  the  same  pedants  and  peda- 
gogues, who  amuse  us  with  frivolities  con- 
cerning the  countrymen  of  Homer;  the  same 
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scoffers  at  Christianity,  who  cant  about  Greek 
Christians,  and  our  joint-followers  of  the 
Cross ;  the  same  Liberals,  who  are  enraptured, 
everywhere,  at  all  insurrection  against  esta- 
blished authority ;  the  same  pseudb-politicjians 
and.philosophers,  who  value  everything,  except 
the  practical  interests  of  their  country,  of  man- 
kind, and  of  the  age.  The  Irish  Emancipation 
cause,  too,  has  other  features  of  resemblance, 
equally  to  recommend  it  to  the  Phil-Hellenists. 
The  leaders,  in  both  cases,  have  certain  points 
of  likeness ;  and  the  oppression  of  the  Turk, 
of  the  worshippers  of  Christ  in  Greece,  and 
that  of  our  Protestant  monarchy  at  home,  of 
our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects,  have 
equally  left  to  the  oppressed,  the  full  freedom 
of  acquiring  what  share  they  please,  of  wealth, 
learning,  and  worldly  splendour!  The  trea- 
sures, commodities,  and  seats  of  civilisation, 
art,  and  luxury,  reported  to  have  been  despoiled 
by  the  arms  of  the  Porte,  in  the  progress  of  the 
insurrection,  bear  ample  testimony  to  the  re- 
sources always  possessed  by  its  Gr^ek  subjects; 
our  law  leaves  property  of  all  kinds,  and  great 
3  y2 
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wealth,  and  great  title,  to  Roman  Catholics 
in  Ireland  ;  and  the  chief  misfortune,  in  both 
cases,  appears  to  be,  that  as,  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  CoDstantinople,  the  rejectors  of  the 
Coran  are  not  entrusted  with  its  laws  and 
institutions ;  so,  by  that  of  London,  the  eneqiies 
of  the  Reformation  are  equally  excluded  from 
the  means  of  destroying,  or  the  means  of  de- 
feating, what  they  always  tell  us  they  abhor ! 

But  the  new  Peter  the  Hermits  will  feil  of 
promoting  a  Crusade,  for  the  **  recovery,"  as 
they  call  it,  of  their  Roman  Catholic  rights ! 
No  foreign  power  will  turn  its  views  to  Ireland 
for  the  Emancipation  sake ;  though,  in  the  event 
of  wars  of  very  different  original,  any  one  might 
avail  itself  of  the  local  discontents,  to  favour 
a  diversion  against  us  in  Ireland.  This  consider- 
ation, however,  only  imposes  upon  us  afresh, 
the  duty  of  bringing  every  Irish  discussion  to 
a  speedy  and  happy  close,  by  silencing  the 
Emancipation  story  upon  the  one  hand,  and  by 
advancing  all  Irish  prosperity  upon  the  other. 
For,  the  more  we  give  to  Ireland,  and  the  more 
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Ireland  possesses,  the  more  she  will  be  bouAd 
to  us,  alike  by  inclination  or  good-will,  and  by 
the  certain  losses  of  separation,  and  by  the  ne- 
cessities of  defence. 

It  is  chiefly,  as  you  know,  from  the  United 
Stales  of  North  America,  that,  in  the  unfortu- 
nate event  of  future  war,  I  look  for  danger  upon 
the  side  of  Ireland.  The  growing  marine  of 
that  power,  and  the  number  of  Irishmen,  and 
Irish  malcontents,  both  in  and  out  of  power  in 
the  country,  and  the  number  of  Irish  presses, 
are  among  the  grounds  for  apprehending  such 
a  direction  of  the  Transatlantic  arms  or  re- 
sources, in  the  event  of  war ;  and  such  a  war, 
unhappily,  is  always  likely  to  be  occasioned  by 
war  in  Europe,  upon  account  of  the  neutral 
pretensions  which  neutrals  are  so  well  dis- 
posed to  set  up,  and,  still  more,  from  the  pe- 
culiar difficulties,  in  such  a  conjuncture,  atten- 
dant upon  our  indispensable  system  of  naval 
impressment,  embarrassed,  as  it  is,  with  the 
sameness  of  race,  language,  complexion,  and 
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feature^  of  the  respective  subjects  of  the  two 
States;  and  aggravated,  also,  by  the  unwarrant- 
able claim  of  the  United  Slates,  to  throw  their 
shield,  out  of  their  own  maritime  jurisdiction, 
over  such  natural  bom  subjects  of  the  British 
crown  as  they  think  proper ! 

At  the  commencement  of  the  late  war,  I  was 
strongly  impressed  with  the  inapplicability  of  the 
vast  naval  means  of  this  kingdom  to  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  a  contest  with  the  United 
States ;  and,  in  a  paper,  with  respect  to  which, 
in  the  year  1812,  I  had  the  honour  of  a  per- 
sonal interview  with  Earl  Bathurst,  I  wrote,  in 
words  that  I  copy  from  the  original  draft, 
''  That  we  had  little  to  hope,  from  our  mere 
naval  superiority,  for  the  essential  success 
of  the  war ;"  thereby  presuming  to  express 
an  opinion  whidh  succeeding  events  will 
probably  appear  to  you  to  have  justified.  My 
general  notion  was,  that,  contrary  to  what,  at 
a  first  view,  may  appear,  the  offensive  efforts 
of  the  United  States  against  Great  Britain, 
ought  to  be  directed  toward  the  sea,  and  those 
of  Great  Britain  against  the  United  States, 
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toward  the  territory  of  the  latter ;  and  I  pro- 
posed, accordingly,  a  combined  and  somewhat 
extensive  plan  of  British  land  operations.  Of 
that  plan  Earl  Bathurst  was  pleased  to  express 
his  entire  approval ;  but  the  moment  was  one  in 
which  every  man  we  could  raise  was  needed  for 
the  victorious  ranks  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington ; 
and  his  Lordship  expressed  and  explained, 
with  the  most  obliging  frankness  and  detail, 
his  own  regret,  and  the  existing  necessity,  for 
deferring  the  idea  of  execution.  The  time  was 
of  great  importance  to  the  probable  success  of 
the  proposed  operations ;  and  when,  at  a  sub- 
sequent date,  the  execution  of  a  part  of  them 
was  attempted,  that  time  remained  no  longer, 

I  recur  to  this  incident,  as  an  illustration  of 
^the  fact,  that,  as,  in  a  war  between  the  United 
States  antl  this  country,  a  military  expedition 
against  the  territory  of  the  former  might  be  the 
proper  object  of  the  latter;  so,  transmarine  ope- 
rations might  also  be  the  fit  effort  cf  the  former 
against  the  latter ;  notwithstanding  that,  at  first 
sight,  and  in  a  general  view,  the  strength  of 
the  United  States  may  be  considered  as  upon 
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the  land,  and  that  of  Great  Britain  upon  the  sea ; 
and  that,  consequently,  in  the  unhappy  event 
of  a  recurrence  of  war  with  the  United  States, 
Ireland  might  be  chosen  as  a  field  of  British 
annoyance.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  however, 
to  be  remembered,  that  the  dispatch  of  a 
regular  armament — of  any  thing  beyond  arms, 
ammunition,  money,  and  running  ships — ^by  the 
United  States  against  Ireland,  would  bring  into 
play  that  very  naval  power  of  Great  Britain, 
which  is  useless  and  without  result  where  there 
is  no  such  sufficient  foe  to  be  met. 

These  anticipations,  nevertheless,  of  the  fu- 
ture, are  not  to  be  neglected,  even  though  the 
distance  of  a  state  of  warfare  should  be  as  great 
as  all  our  wishes  must  prescribe.  The  peace 
of  Europe  may  be  hoped  for  as  of  long  con- » 
tinuance ;  and  that,  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  may  safely  be  reckoned  upon 
as  at  least  equally  durable.  In  the  event  of 
war  too,  naval  means  and  tactics  seem  now  to 
threaten  considerable  novelty.  In  the  late  war, 
it  was  the  fast-sailing  vessels  of  the  United 
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States  against  which  1  wished  to  provide ;  but, 
in  any  future  one,  steam-vessels  seem  likely  to 
assume  a  large  share  of  importance.     May  the 
progressive  improvements  of  the  engines  of 
war,  continue,  both  to  diminish  the  frequency, 
and  to  abate  the  calamity,  of  its  arrival !  The 
invention  of  gun-powder  has  lessened,  to  an 
incalculable  extent,  the  shedding  of  blood,  and 
softened,  also,  the  temper  of  the  combatants ; 
and  n^^y  the  resources,  and  consequent  terrors,  of 
the  steam-vessel,  if  real,  contribute,  both  to  arrest 
the  appeal  to  arms,  and  to  shorten  the  combat! 
All  these  advances,  in  the  enginery  of  war,  tend 
to  the  preservation  and  to  the  restoration  of 
peace,  and  are  the  triumphs  of  intellectover  phy- 
sical force ;  of  mind  over  matter.     It  must  be 
acknowledged,  in  the  same  breath,  that  they  are 
the  triumphs  of  art  over  nature ;  that  they  re- 
duce the  value  of  all  natural  advantages ;  and 
that,  as  (according  to  the  thought  of  the  Ro- 
man poet)  the  discovery  of   gold  robbed  wit 
and  beauty  of  half  their  value  with  the  world;  so, 
the  employment  of  the  steam-engine  in  naviga- 
tion may  seem  to  have  detracted  much  from  our 
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British  maritime  security ;  to  have  robbed  us, 
in  effect,  of  much  of  our  insularity ;  to  have 
drawn  our  soil,  to  all  human  purposes,  by 
so  much  the  nearer  to  the  great  Continents  upon 
both  its  sides ;  and  to  have  increased  our  de- 
pendence, in  war,  upon  military  means,  by 
lessening  our  strength  in  naval. — ^What  should 
we  have  thought  of  Buonaparte's  projected 
invasion,  if  that  conqueror  had  possessed  a  fleet 
of  steam-boats,  instead  of  a  fleet  of  rafts  ? 

And,  now,  let  me  hope,  that,  as  I  oppose 
Roman  Catholic  politics,  without  a  feeling  of 
animosity,  toward  either  Roman  Catholics,  or 
the  Roman  Catholic  religion;  so,  I  may  stand 
acquitted,  even  after  what  I  have  written,  of 
any  feelings,  toward  the  United  States  of 
America  or  their  people,  other  than  those  of 
just  national  rivalry,  and,  where  need  is,  of 
honourable  warfere ;  or,  if  apology  were  requi- 
site— and,  without  any  apology;  due,  for  my 
own  pleasure, — I  might  subjoin,  that  the  ab^ 
solute  permanent  interests  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  appeared  to  me  to  be  consulted, 
along  with    those  of    my     own   country,  in 
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the  plan  which  I  arranged.  I  have  seen 
too  much  of  that  people,  and  this  (as 
there  are  sufficient  witnesses),  without  con- 
cetJmfint  of  either  my  national  or  my  politi- 
cal sentiments ;  I  have  slept  too  often  under 
their  roofs ;  I  have  sat  too  often  by  their  fire- 
sides ;  I  have  received  too  many  acts  of  per- 
sonal kindness  among  them,  to  possess  ^any 
other  than  kindly  feelings  in  return ;  and  1  will 
take  the  risk,  too,  of  adding,  that,  to  judge 
from  my  own  experience  (and  I  was  almost 
every  day  seeing  new  places  and  new  faceis),  I 
cannpt  put  the  usual  construction  adopted  in 
this  country,  upon  some  of  the  travellers'  tales 
of  evil  in  the  United  States.  Assuredly,  for 
myself,  I  was  much  more  frequently  struck 
with  the  extent  of  unexpected  accommodation, 
and  with  instances  of  marked  essential  civility 
and  attention,  than  with  the  occurrence  of  any 
example  of  a  contrary  description.  There  are, 
besides,  many  individuals  in  that  country,  whom 
I  personally  ana  greatly  esteem;  and  whose 
names  it  would,  in  this  place,  be  a  great  plea- 
sure to  myself  to  inscribe. — I  return,  however, 
from  my  hasty  review  of  the  hope  of  Emanci- 
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pation  in  the  chance  of  foreign  aid ;  and  still  re- 
establish  myself  upon  my  previous  conclusion, 
that,  come  what  will  (and  after  we  shall  have 
done  all  that  wisdom  and  justice  require,  for  the 
security,  along  with  the  prosperity,  of  Ireland), 
we  can  no  where  meet  a  foreign  enemy,  if  such 
an  one  should  ever  come,  better  than  so  near 
home  as  there ! 

Equally  tranquil,  too,  may  we  keep  our 
minds,  as  to  the  internal  repose  of  Ireland,  the 
aflSicting  event  of  rejected  Emancipation  not- 
withstanding !  The  good  Catholic  Association 
wished  to  persuade  us,  that  it  was  to  its  own 
Government  and  taxes  that  the  repose  of 
Ireland  was  attributable  the  last  year  I  How 
teruble,  how  lamentable,  were  the  representa- 
tions, as  to  what  was  to  befal  Ireland,  should 
His  Majesty's  Government  actually  put  down 
the  better  Government  of  Mr.  O'Connell,  and 
of  Mr.  O'Connell's  venerated  and  ghostly  direc- 
tors! Well,  Mr.  Connell's  Government  was 
actually  put  down,  and  yet  Ireland  remains  in 
repose  I  The  Government  of  His  Majesty  and 
the  Marquess  Wellesley,  somehow  or  other, 
supplies  its  place ! 
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Nothing  disturbs  Ireland,  except  its  conti- 
nuation of  the  private  wars  of  the  Middle  Ages ; 
private  wars,  the  lawfulness  of  which,  as  be- 
tween baron  and  baron,  and  city  and  city,  the 
Kings  of  that  era  were  obliged  to  acknowledge, 
and  which,  now,  in  Ireland,  Bre  degenerated 
and  vulgarised  into  wars  between  rural  tenant 
and  tenant,  and  into  battles  fought,  at  fairs,  by 
labourer-armies,  and  subsidised  by  wealthy 
farmers;  and  upon  fields  where  the  priest  and 
the  constable  equally  interpose  in  vain,  for 
the  peace,  either  of  God,  or  of  the  King !  A 
priest  or  two,  or  a  constable  or  two,  make  their 
appearance,  and  are  instantly  driven  back,  with 
stones,  or  with  cudgels,  or  with  shot;  and« 
then.  Parliament  and  the  King's  Government, 
sigh,  and  lament  that  the  evil  is  irremovable, 
and  must  be  left  to — "  time !"  Ancient  and  bad 
practices  are  suppressing  every  day  in  the  South 
Sea  Islands ;  the  world  of  Captain  Cook,  and 
of  Messrs.  Banks  and  Solander,  is  emulating 
the  county  of  Middlesex  in  civilisation ;  a  New 
Zealand  prince  or  chief,  at  this  moment  in  Lon- 
don, can  acknowledge,  that  the  cannibalism  of 
his  countrymen  is  odious,  but  must  be  eradi* 
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qated  by  the  English  missionaries  (by  the  spiri- 
tual authority!);  because,  if  he  were  to  forbid 
it,  his  people  (and  especially  in  the  event  of 
any  national  misfortune),  would  say,  that  he 
had  lost  the  blood  of  his  forefathers,  and  called 
down  the  vengeance  of  the  gods; — all  this 
aurora  of  improvement  can  rise  for  the  South 
Sea,  and  spread  day  while  we  are  counting  the 
minutes ;  but,  in  Ireland,  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  from  London,  and  under  the  potent  Go- 
vernment of  George  the  Fourth  and  his  Pala- 
dins, the  night  of  the  Middle  Ages  must  indefi- 
nitely continue  I  After  which  (for  such  is  the 
circle)  this  ''  Irish  ferocity,"  as  we  are  taught 
by  Mr.  Shiel,  is  to  be  pleaded,  for  the  despoiling 
of  Englishmen  of  the  Constitution  of  England; 
and  so  true  it  is,  that  what  begins  in  wrong, 
can  scarcely  end  in  right ! 

The  short  remedy,  as  I  have  explained  my- 
self, consists,  one  might  easily  believe,  in  making 
these  wagers  of  private  wars ;  these  wealthy,  or, 
as  they  are  appropriately  stiled,  in  Ireland,  these 
'^  comfortable"  farmers,  pay,  over  again,  and  to 
the  King,  for  the  fitthers  of  families  whom  they 
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have  already  paid  their  labourer- soldiers  and 
assassins  for  murdering  under  their  feet;  for  the 
women  and  children  whom  they  have  slaugh- 
tered, and  for  the  dwellings  which  they  have 
razed  or  burnt.  But,  no!  this  would  not  restore 
Roman  Catholicism ;  this  would  not  place  Ro- 
man Catholics  in  office  and  in  power;  this 
would  not  serve  the  purposes  of  Dissenters  nor 
of  Liberals ;  this  would  not  overthrow  Church 
and  King  in  England;  and,  though  it  would 
assuredly  raise  the  value  of  Irish  securities,  it 
is  not,  for  some  reason  or  other,  the  mode  ap- 
proved of  by  the  Marquess  of  Ormonde  and  the 
rest!  The  **  sons  of  little  men"  either  them- 
selves believe,  or  else  persuade  men  as  *^  little^ 
as  themselves^  that  Roman  Catholic  Emancipa- 
tion is  the  specific  cure ! 

Nothing  disturbs  Ireland,  if  we  except  what 
has  been  just  now  referred  to,  except  the  po« 
verty,  more  or  less  severe,  and  more  or  less 
peculiar,  of  its  people ; — and,  upon  this  latter 
head,  I  am  desirous  of  not  being  thought  to 
yield  too  implieit  belief  to  all  that  we  hear 
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from  Ireland.  The  art  of  telling  the  tale  of 
poverty,  is  one  which  I  have  already  spoken 
of,  as  national  with  the  Irish;  and  a  letter 
from  a  Nobleman,  written  from  his  resi- 
dence in  Ireland  (a  Nobleman,  of  course,  of  a 
different  stamp  from  the  Buckingham  Protes- 
tant Peers),  remarks  (what  every  thing  Irish 
must  make  us  so  easily  comprehend),  that ''  no 
other  country  upon  the  globe  is  so  cursed 
with  exaggeration  I"  It  is  well  known,  that  the 
coarse  cotton-manufacture  has  been  lately  su- 
peradded to  the  linen-trade  of  Ireland;  and 
that  the  former  is  spreading  to  the  southward, 
the  great  habitant  of  modern  Irish  outrage  and 
massacre.  The  Noble  writer,  whom  I  have  just 
quoted,  says,  that  he  has  hardly  a  shilling  of 
rent  unpaid,  and  that  none  need  be  idle;  but 
acknowledges,  however,  that  ail  his  tenants  are 
**  miserably  poor."  After  a  statement  like  this, 
it  may  be  ventured  to  allude  to  the  description, 
of  the  actual  condition  of  the  Irish  people,  given 
by  a  personage  whom  a  due  fear  of  the  censure 
of  Liberals  might  otherwise  make  it  scarcely 
prudent  to  name ;  I  mean,  the  learned  and  mo3t 
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reverend  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  who,  in  his 
Grace's  examination  by  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  describes  the  Irish  as  "  a  very 
happy  people."    In  reality^  the  true  descrip- 
tion of  the  present  Irish  poor,  embraces,  I  be- 
Heve,  much  poverty^  much  indolence,  much 
pride  of  one  Uind,  and  very  little  of  another ; 
much  diversion,   much  debauch, — and  much 
fighting;   for  the  correction  of  all  that  needs 
correction  in  which,  I  humbly  recommend  the 
increase  of  employment,  through  the  increase, 
both  of  domestic  consumption,  and  of  foreign 
trade;  and  that,  through  the  increase  of  wealth; 
together  with  the  forcible  preservation  of  the 
public  peace :  and  this,  in  general  terms,  is  the 
recipe,  which  I  prefer  to  the  nostrum,  the  fraud, 
and  the  swindling  of  Roman  Catholic  Eman- 
cipation!    Beside  the  general  habit  of  exag^ 
gerating,  it  is  never  to  be  forgotten,  that  the 
Bnancipators  are  alarmists  by  profession. 

Finally,  nothing  disturbs  Ireland,  except 
habits  of  insubordination  to  the  laws,  and  ex- 
cept, sometime    perhaps,  the    rapacity   and 
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tyrannical  temper  of  those  who  execute  the 
lavs ;  the  competion  for  the  renting  the  lands^ 
and  the  jealousy  of  successful  competitors,  and 
of  stranger-occupants;  and  except' — ^the  mo- 
mentary fundamental  exception  \  —  the  elo* 
quence  of  Messrs.  O'Connell  and  Shiel,  and 
the  complottings  of  Jesuits,  Jews,  Protestant 
Peers,  Dissenters,  Liberals,  and  Tories,  to 
restore  the  Papacy  in  Ireland  and  in  Great 
Britain ;  to  raise  money  upon  Irish  estates  ; 
to  get  place  and  profit  for  Roman  Catholic  law- 
yers ;  and  to  overturn  the  Protestant  Constitu- 
tion of  this  kingdom,  to  put  down  all  religion^ 
and  to  abolish  the  acceptation  of  all  religion,  a& 
the  basis  of  all  law  and  government. 

I  have  suggested,  that  it  is  still  the  Middle 
Ages  with  Ireland;  and  there  is  more  truth, 
and  more  political  importance,  I  believe,  in 
such  an  idea,  than  may  at  first  sight  present 
itself.  A  view  like  this  will  assist  us  greatly  in 
explaining  the  state  of  manners  in  Ireland.  We 
laugh  at  Irishmen,  who  fight  for  sport,  and  break 
heads  for  pastime;  but,  during  the  Middle  Ages» 
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fighting  for  ''  sport"  was  the  practice  of  all 
Europe;  and,  if  urbanity,  polish,  and  courtesy, 
were  not  without  their  ardent  and  successful 
cultivators,  still  there  were  whole  herds  of  the 
rudest  brawlers,  wanton  boasters,  and  swag- 
gerers; the  men-at-arms,  the  armed  retainers, 
lacquais,  or  armed  foot-men,  and  military  va- 
gabonds; such  as,  at  no  very  distant  period, 
infested  even  Fleet-street  and  Smithfield,  in 
the  English  capital ;  and  with  whonT^  as  still  in 
Ireland,  fighting,  and  provoking  fight,  were 
the  recreations  which  enabled  them  to  get  rid  of 
the  tedium  of  a  state  of  peace !    The  modern 
Irish  peasant  is  precisely  of  this  pattern,  whe- 
ther for  business  or 'for  sport*    He  lies,  in  rags, 
upon   his   earthen    and   filthy  floor,  sleeping 
through  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  for  eight 
months  of  the  year ;  the  kettle  boils,   in  the 
meantime,  to  supply  him  vr'ith punch;  and  his 
leisure  is  the  more  complete,  because  there  are 
but  few  employments  which  would  not  lessen 
his  dignity.     Night  brings  the  hour  for  going 
abroad,  whether  to  a  wake,  or  to  a  murder,  or 
to  the  middle  tasks  of  distilling  and  transport- 
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ing  poteen.  Meantime,  he  is  no  robber.  HiW 
outrages  are  committed  in  troops;  but,  this 
is  because  they  are  militartf  expeditions;  the 
campaigns  of  private  wars.  Though  spoliat- 
ing in  troops,  the  Irishman  bears  no  resem- 
blance to  the  Italian  bandit.  It  is  not  for  the 
wants  nor  indulgences  of  the  body  that  he  com- 
mits his  cruelties^  but  to  satisfy  some  angry 
passion  of  his  mind,  or  to  serve  some  favoured 
cause.  Unoccupied  with  these,  he  challenges 
and  fights  for  sport;  for  the  manifestation  of 
his  prowess  ;  for  the  gratification  of  the  desires 
that  are  nursed  in  him.  A  kindred  spirit 
has  been,  from  our  islands  carried  across  the 
Atlantic.  The  Virginian  **  Cracker,"  or  boaster, 
places  his  legs  astride,  in  the  midst  of  the  high- 
road, upon  the  ascent  of  a  hill ;  and,  as  the 
peaceable  traveller  approaches,  asserts,  in  a 
tone  of  defiance  and  provocation,  that  his  own 
sister  is  the  handsomest  girl  in  the  country,  or 
his  own  gun  the  best  gun,  or  his  own  horse  the 
best  horse;  and,  if  the  stranger  will  but  oblige 
him  so  much,  as  to  question  the  truth  of  either  of 
these  propositions,  he  loses  no  time  in  thumbing 
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imt  his  ofe  for  him !  Upon  some  occasions*  he  is 
more  comical  in  his  inflictions.  He  will  stop  a 
traveller  in  his  gig,  and  oblige  him  to  alight, 
and  dance  a  hornpipe  in  the  road,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  rifle.  An  Irishman,  at  a  fair,  drops  his 
long  ragged  coat  over  his  shoulders,  till  it  trails 
upon  the  ground ;  and,  then,  walking  up  and 
down  like  a  peacock,  and  looking  behind  him  as 
he  goes,  cries  out,  **  Nobody  dares  to  tread  upon 
my  coat !"—  •*  There  is  not  a  man  of  ye  dares 
to  tread  upon  my  coati" — till  some  one,  as 
valorous  and  as  companionable  as  himself, 
kindly  perpetrates  the  aflfront,  and  joins  him 
with  the  shelelah,  to  break  heads  for  wiping  it 
out.  The  modem  Englishman  wrestles,  or 
plays  at  single-stick,  as  a  regular  game ;  but 
the  Irishman's  battles  are  no  Jousts,  or  jests,  but 
amesds,  or  in  earnest,  and  to  the  death.  In  a 
condition  of  life  above  that  of  the  peasant,  we 
still  find  the  Irishman  provoking  quarrels,  and 
solicitous  for  the  game  of  blood. 

And  the  whole  of  this  is  but  the  continuance 
of  the  lower  habits  of  the  Middle  Ages.     It 
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was  in  its  express  contrast  that  arose  the  pro- 
verbial manners — the  proverbial  gentkness — of 
the  gentleman ;  for,  nothing  is  more  worthy  of 
remark,  upon  this,  as  upon  other  occasions,  than 
the  proverbial  moral  qualities  which  our  ances- 
tors assigned  to  the  various  modes,  occupations, 
and  conditions  of  life,  or  the  testimony  which 
they  accordingly  bear,  to  the  general  moral 
characteristic  of  each,  in  their  time.  Some  of 
these  are,  the  rusticity  of  the  countryman ;  the 
d&wnishness  and  boorishness  of  the  (colon)  labourer 
of  the  soil ;  the  urbanity  of  the  townsmaa ;  the 
politeness  of  the  superior  inhabitant  of  populous 
cities;  the  courtesy  of  courts  and  courtiers;  the 
(princeliness  of  princes;  the  nobleness  <X noiAt^i 
and  the  gentility — the  gentleness-^^-oi  ^fme  in  the 
^civil  rank  and  condition  of  gentlemen.  It  was 
in  opposition,  too,  to  all  this  sanguinary  and 
brutish  ferocity;  that  the  honourable  laws  of 
knighthood  were  established;  and  that,  with 
the  vain-boasting  and  incessant  violence  of  the 
low-bred  ruffian,  were  compared,  and  infused 
into  the  education  of  those  of  superior  condition, 
the  mildness  of  manners,  along  with  magnanimity 
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of  principle,  of  the' gentleman  and  true  soldier. 
The  Troubadour  moralists,  in  their  songs, 
admonished  the  lordlings,  in  the  halls  of  their 
fathers'  castles,  to  join  high  deeds,  with  unas- 
sumingness  of  speech  and  demeanour : 

"  Ferir  hault  et  parler  bas ;" 

Shakspeare,  in  the  same  tone,  instructs  the 
same  class  of  individuals,  that, 

'<  Ib  peace,  there's  nothiog  so  becomes  a  maa. 
As  modest  stillness  aad  humility ;"  &c. 

and  the  education  of  females  of  rank  was  of 
the  same  inestimable  temper.  What  the  spread, 
then,  of  civilisation,  in  England,  has  already 
accomplished,  is,  to  bring  down  this  exalted 
education  to  the  level  of  all  ranks;  and  to  make 
the  gentleness  of  the  gentleman  the  common  pro- 
perty, and  common  ambition,  of  every  class, 
leaving  it  only  to  the  refuse  of  each,  to  repre- 
sent mob,  or  vulgarity,  or^  base-born,  of  the 
elder  periods. 
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The  catMe  of  the  continued  envelopement 
of  Ireland  in  the  gloom  of  the  Middle  Ages,  is 
kself  but  an  additional  consequence  of  her 
insular  situation,  joined,  however,  with  her 
further  removal  from  the  fires  of  civil  life, 
which  have  so  long  burned  in  the  east  of  Eu-^ 
rope ;  and  with  the  disadvantage  of  the  inter- 
position of  the  soil  of  Great  Britain  between  her 
own,  and  that  of  the  eastern  Continent.  Those 
fires  gild  the  eastern  edge  of  Britain,  diffuse  their 
lessening  warmth  over  its  surface  westward,  and 
are  reflected,  again,  though  with  a  fainter  glow, 
by  the  eastern  edge  of  Ireland;  while  all 
the  west  of  that  remoter  region  is  left  in 
Tartarean  darkness.  The  eastern  coast  of 
America,  in  the  natural  progress  of  radiation,  is 
lit  with  more  ease,  than  the  western  coast  of 
Ireland ;  and  in  this  order,  at  all  times,  has 
the  light  of  civility  been  spread.  From  the 
original  focus  in  Asia,  it  beamed  east  and  west; 
raising  Greece,  and  Rome,  and  Egypt,  and 
Carthage,  to  ward  the  latter,  and  Mexico  and  Peru 
toward  the  former.  From  our  geographical  po- 
Bition^  then,  we  stand  in  the  sunshine  of  Ireland; 
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and,  as  to  the  reflected  light»  which  we  might 
ourselves  bestow,  it  may  be  comparatively  said, 
that  we  omit  to  bestow  it  at  all  1 

But,  the  cause  and  roots  of  Irish  disorder  and 
infelicity  discovered,  the  remedy,  and  the  means 
of  removal,  are  plain,  and  the  hope  for  Ireland  is 
lively.  Ireland  requires  to  be  assimilated  to 
Great  Britain  in  civilisation ;  that  is,  in  agricul* 
tural  and  commercial  character*  It  is  necessary 
to  enlarge  the  Irish  peasants'  notions  of  luxury; 
to  render  them  more  choice  as  to  food,  and 
lodging,  and  clothing,  and  thus  to  multiply 
their  wants,  increase  their  consumption,  create 
newealls  upon  their  industry;  and,  so,  finally, 
to  fill  up  a  greater  portion  of  their  present  mis- 
spent time,  and  diminish  the  sum  of  that  idle- 
ness, which,  in  Ireland,  as  elsewhere,  is  the 
root  of  all  evil.  This  is  necessary,  if  not  to  the 
abstract  idea  of  Irish  happiness,  at  least  to  the 
happiness  of  its  relative  situation  with  Great 
Britain ;  because  two  bodies  of  fellow-subjects 
must  necessarily  be  ill-assorted,  while  one  is 
four  or  five  centuries  below  the  other  in  civi- 
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iity ;  Mobile  one  is  moving  aoud  the  virtues  and 
the  ^vioes,  the  passions,  the  habits,  the  maa* 
ners,  and  the  tastes  of  the  civilised  state ;  and 
the  other,  amid  those  of  the  barbarian.  It  is 
neeessary,  also,  as  a  pcactioal  assertion  of  the 
fariBcipie  advected  to  in  the  preceding  sen- 
tence, 4hat  theccivilisatian  of  Ireland  should  be 
made  an  object  of  Ei^liah  policy;  because 
that  very  want  df  hannoiiiousnesa,  in  the  two 
oonfliotifig  stGltes  of  >society,  M^ich  is  there  iiad 
in  general  oontemplation^  produces,  in  the  par* 
ticular  example  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Ques* 
tion,*an  attempt. to. overthrorw  the  institutions 
of  -cmlised  Eagland,  as  the  n»e»n3  of  tranquil* 
lising  barbarian  Ireland ;  ''  (With  this  iron,'' 
said  the  Vandal  of  a  former  age, ''  I  will  win 
m  this  gold  r 

That  civilisatioA  is  the  fundamental  want  of 
Ireland,  has  been  repeatedly  said,  both  within 
and  without  the  walls  of  Parliament ;  but  the 
indolent  conclusion,  as  often  arrived  at,  is,  that 
the  civilisation  must  be  waited  far; — that  it 
miiat  be  left  to  ''  time!"    It  is  very  true,  that 
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not  more  than  a  century^  if  so  much,  hM  yet 
elapsed,  since  both  Scotland  and  Wales  were 
in  conditions,  scarcely,  if  at  all,  less  barbarous 
than  the  present  condition  of  Irdand ;  but,  if 
it  would  be  right,  if  it  would  be  patriotic,  if  it 
would  be  humane,  if  it  would  be  safe  for  the 
Protestant  Constitution  of  England,  and  for  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  Englishmen,  that  we 
should  patiently  sit  down,  and  wait  a  century 
for  the  equal  tranquillisation  of  Ireland; — ^if  We 
should  be  content  with  her  uncontested  present 
gr^nving  prosperity;  —  there  are  geographical 
objections,  in  the  insularity,  and  in  .the  greater 
remoteness  of   Ireland  than  Wales,  or  even 
than  Scotland  (points  upon    which    I    shall 
enlai^e  hereaft^),  which  forbid  (especially  in 
conjunction  with  the  particular  English  dangers) 
the  supineness.    PoliticBl  forcing  ought  not,  in 
general,  to  be  to  our  taste ;  but  this  is  one  of 
the  cases  in  which  a  fu^-house  political  forcing 
is  really  desirable.     Both  Ireland  and  England 
need  it;  and  His  Majesty's  Government  pos* 
sesa^s  the  means.  It  is  just  under  every  aspect; 
and  it  is  especially  called  for,  both  by  the  agi« 
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ffttion  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Question,  and  by 
a  due  regard  to  the  present  safety  of  Irish  Pro- 
testants,  and  to  the  interests  of  the.  present 
Irish  Roman  Catholics.  The  Constitutional 
way,  to  Emancipate  Irish  Roman  Catholics,  is, 
to  deliver  them  from  Roman  Catholicism;  and 
the  way  to  remove  Roman  Catholicism  from 
Ireland,  is  to  remove  from  its  skies  the  night  of 
the  Middle  Ages !  And  this,  too,  is  far  from  alL 
While  Ireland  shall  still  be  Roman  Catholic, 
let  us,  at  least,  give,  to  her  Roman  Catholic 
population,  all  that  is  in  our  power  to  give, 
while  it  yet  refuses  the  boon  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  character,  and  therefore  the  rights, 
of  Protestant  citizens ;  and  let  us  also  give,  to 
her  remaining  population  in  common  with  the 
rest^  all  that  bounty,  and  that  justice,  can  sug- 
gest or  claim.  And  the  encouragement  to  work 
in  this  manner,  for  the  service  of  Ireland, 
after  the  examination  into  which  I  hftve  now 
gone,  is  great.  By  comparing  modem  Ireland 
with  ancient  Europe,  and  particularly  with 
ancient  England,  we  come  to  lose  sight  of  .that 
supposed    physical   distinction   of  character. 
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wlMch  is  the  superficial  explanation  of  mcdem 
comparative  phenomena  in  the  two  countries; 
and  the  contemplation  of  which  makes  the  task 
of  change  appear  hopeless.  All,  however,  ia^ 
told  in  a  single  word.  It  is  the  difierence,  be* 
tween  the  civilised  and  the  barbarian  states  of 
society,  which  constitutes  the  entire  source  of 
dissimilitude;  and  the  civiiised  state  means  only 
the  commercial  state;  the  state  influenced  by 
trade,  arts,  and  wealth;  while  the  barbarian 
state,  is  the  agricultural  state,  unassisted  by 
flourishing  arts  and  trade.  The  perseverance, 
the  vigour,  and  cheerfulness,  which  we  witness 
in  the  Irish  labourer,  in  England,  bid  us  confide 
in  every  thing  for  Irish  industry,  when  placed  in 
fiivourable  circumstances ;  and  if,  at  present,  for 
the  greater  part,  he  is  engaged  only  in  the 
rudest  works  of  bodily  toil,  this  circumstance 
is  to  be  attributed  but  to  the  inferiority  of  his 
education  in  the  arts. 

Neither  the  view  {in  which  I  am  here, 
in  so  desultory  a  manner,  but  with  so  vital 
public   objects,    indulging,    of  the  compara- 
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tire  traits  of  tlie  present  BiigU^  atkt  Iridb 
national  oharacters  respectively,)  can  I  oftitt  to 
remark^  still  more  pointedly  iJian  hitherto, 
upon  the  saving  virtue  of  hmeity^  which,  amid 
Irish,  as  amid  other  barbarism,  proudly  dis-- 
tinguishes  the  poorer  classes  in  Ireland,  male 
and  female,  firom  the  corresponding  classes  in 
England.  The  Irish  poor  will  lie  without 
mercy,  but  they  will  not  steal,  ft  is  the  same 
in  Roman  Catholic  France ;  and  it  is  for  this, 
as  for  other  reasons,  that  I  give  so  little  credit 
to  the  spirit,  at  least,  of  the  assertion  whi^h  I 
have  quoted  from  M.  K6ratry ;  and,  in  France, 
as  in  Ireland,  I  attribute  the  abundance  of  lying, 
and  the  paucity  of  stealings  not,  in  either  case, 
to  Roman  Catholicism,  but  to  the  comparative 
absence  of  the  commercial,  or  civilised,  system 
which  distinguishes  England.  The  history  of 
jmuperism  has  been  studied  with  political 
views ;  and  the  history  of  crime — of  the  fre- 
quency and  species  of  crime  which  respectively 
distinguish  countries  differently  circumstanced, 
appears  to  me  to  be  eminently  worthy  of  atten- 
tion.   Modern  Ireland  is  the  country  of  idle- 
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and  murder;  modem Eagland, of  induatvy 
and  theft.  I  hazard  the  coDJettlure»  that  ii  the 
lists  of  erimmals  in  England  V€ire  eareftiily 
analysed,  tiie  bulk  oi  the  iriah  divisioa  woald 
be  found  to  belong  to  amsuiite,  homicides,  and 
murders,  and  not  to  krcemes.  The  tuljgar 
standard  of  the  Irish  gentleman  (and  the  "  beau 
id6al"  of  gentility  is  still  the  guide  and  the 
emulation  of  all  ranks)  honourably  exeludes 
the  idea  of  theft ;  but,  unfortunately,  does  ncrt 
exclude,  at  the  same  time,  the  idea  of  violence* 
The  vicious  Irishman  still  adheres  (as  it  is  the 
virtu^e  of  all  barbarians  to  adhere)  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  honour-^*'  the  dignity  of  vice"  remains 
still  in  his  esteem.  —  He  is  the  slave  of  the 
"  fury  passions,"  more  than  of  sordid  cupidity. 
— The  vicious  Englishman  has  no  object  wick- 
eder than  the  "  lucre  of  gain" — and  in  that 
pursuit,  no  thought  of  *•  dignity"  impedes  him. 
He  robs,  he  pilfers,  he  embezzles,  he  defrauds, 
he  counterfeits  coin,  and  securities  for  coin. 
And  every  particular  here,  belongs  to  the 
civil  circumstances  of  the  respective  countries ; 
and  not,  either  to  the  individuals  1  bemselves. 
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nor  to  natural  causes.  Commerce  and  thefl^ 
in  every  age  and  country,  have  gone  regularly 
together.  Commerce^  in  the  language  of  the 
political  economists,  accumulates  riches — sup^ 
plies  the  commodities,  therefore,  to  be  stolen; 
supplies^  therefore,  the  temptation,  and  puts 
the  temptation  in  the  way.  Mercury  was  the 
god,  at  once,  of  peaces  of  merchants,  and  of 
thieves ;  and  it  is  not  very  long,  since  an  African 
king  avowed  his  intention,  to  selid  his  son  to 
England,  ''to  learn  to  read  book  and  be  rogue,  like 
white  man."  Pope's  picture,  in  a  similar  man^* 
ner,  is  perfect  nature: 

**  Asleep  and  naked  as  an  Indiata  lay, 
Jfi  lumeti  factor  tiok  a  gem  away/' 

— ^And  so  much,  in  passing,  for  many  of  our 
combined  theories  of  education  and  crime ;  of 
our  modem  religious  and  book  teaching,  and  of 
the  number  of  offenders.  We  should  ask,  what 
offences ;  afid,  if  the  offences  are  of  theft,  and  not 
of  personal  violence,  we  should  ascribe  both  the 
good  and  the  evil  to  commerce — to  civilisa- 
tion ;  and  neither  exalt,  nor  reproach,  religious 
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nor  book-teaching»  beyond  their  legitimate  de- 
serts! Book-teaching  tends  to  the  increase  of 
theft,  and,  still  more,  of  fraud,  in  ail  their 
branches ;  and  this,  not,  as  may  be  hastily  sup- 
posed, by  arming  the  dishonest  with  reading  and 
writing,  but  by  the  simple  fact  of  its  increase  of 
cwUisation;  while,  to  counterbalance  this,  book- 
teaching  tends  to  the  suppression  of  the  shed- 
ding of  blood,  and  of  all  personal  violence. 
Religious  teaching,  in  the  mean  time^  can  never 
do  any  thing  more  than  oppose  itself  to  the  pre- 
dominant vices  of  the  age,  whatever  they  may 
happen  to  be,  and  which,  as  it  does  not  create 
them,  so,  neither,  can  it  alter ;  that  is,  it  can 
diminish  the  amount,  but  it  cannot  govern  the 
description.  In  barbarous  ages  and  countries, 
religion,  therefo]:e,  applies,  and  has  applied  it- 
self (as  all  history  and  observation  show),  to 
the  preservation  of  human  life ;  and,  in  civilised 
countries,  to  the  preservation  of  property, — 
but,  in  either  case,  only  with  limited  success ; 
the  temptation  being  often  stronger  than 
the  precept.  The  limited  success  of  Roman 
Catholicism  in  Ireland  (to  travel  no  further), 
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in  preventing  scenes  of  blood,  is  but  too  well 
known^  and  has  already  been  the  subject  oS 
my  remarks.    The  tendency  of  barbarism,  and 
not  of  the  direct  influence  of  religion,  in  the  mean* 
time,  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  dishonesty,  ia 
evinced  both  in  Ireland  and  in  France.    The 
honesty  of  Irish  servants  is  proverbial;  and^ 
am(Mig  the  countless  things  which  might  be 
said  of  French  honesty,  I  may  call  to  mmd  the 
anecdote   related  to  me  by   a   much-valued 
friend,  who  was  lately  in  France.    At  Calais, 
he  gave  a  porter,  at  an  inn,  in  the  way  of  gra^ 
tuity,  a  thirty-sous  piece,  instead  of  a  ten. 
After  a  few  minutes,  the  man  came  to  him, 
begged  his  pardon,  but  thought  there  must  be 
a  mistake!     How  often  will  a  corresponding 
occurrence  take  place  in  England?    To  con- 
trast this  story,  again,  with  the  crimes  of  bar- 
barism, and  bottoming  ourselves  upon  what  I 
have  intimated  above,  that  religion  (without 
disparagement  to  its  influence,  accomplishing 
much,  though  not  accomplishing  aU)  succeeds, 
with  its  instructions  and  commands,  just  m 
proportion  as  extraneous  circumstances  dimi- 
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tiish  or  increase  the  temptations  to  resist  thetn ; 
when  Christian  baptism  was  first  preached  in 
Ireland,  together  with  the  condemnation  of  the 
sinner  who  should,  employ  his  baptised  and 
therefore  sanctified  body  in  sin,  —  and  the 
Church,  too,  holding  the  murder  of  the  Irish 
private  wars  to  be  sin ; — the  pious  Irish  converts 
made  their  election  of  the  particular  sin  which 
could  not  be  parted  with — and  that  sin  was  the 
shedding  of  blood!  The  baptism  of  St.  Patrick 
was  by  inmiersion  of  the  whole  body ;  but  his 
Irish  converts,  to  avoid  the  certain  damnation 
of  offending  after  baptism,  obtained  from  the 
holy  man  this  compromise,  that  their  right 
arms  should  be  kept  free  firom  the  sacramental 
water;  should  continue,  therefore.  Pagan  or 
Gentile,  and  have  to  answer  only  to  Pagan  or 
Gentile  heavenly  law,  for  the  slaughter  of  their 
enemies !  To  sum  up  all,  life  is  comparatively 
safe  in  England,  and  in  the  English  United 
States,  and  property  is  comparatively  safe  in 
France  and  in  Ireland ;  and  I  infer  the  compa- 
ratively civilised  and  barbarian  condition  of  the 
respective  countries,  always  attaching  no  bet- 
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ter  nor  no  worse  ideas  to  the  two  terms  than  I 
have  already  explained ;  and  always  ready  to 
avow  my  anticipation,  that  if,  through  the 
means  for  which  I  am  anxious,  or  any  other, 
Ireland  were  to  become  less  barbarous,  the  re- 
sult which,  as  to  its  criminal  history,  I  should 
anticipate  (such  is  the  sublunary  mixture  of 
good  and  evil !)  is  this,  that,  as  it  became  more 
peaceable^  it  would  also  become  less  honest. 
The  principle,  or  source,  of  dishonesty  in 
England,  is  not,  as  some  imagine,  in  the  dif- 
fusion of  education,  but  in  the  accumulation  of 
property.  England  was  as  much,  or  more,  a 
country  of  thieves,  while  she  was  Roman  Ca- 
tholic, and  while  she  knew  nothing  of  writing^ 
or  reading,  than  at  present.  What  time  the 
"  country  gentlemen"  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons could  neither  write  nor  read,  the  royal 
safe-conduct  was  given  for  such  of  them  as  were 
"  notorious  robbers,"  and  humbler  thieves 
were  put  to  death,  by  the  law,  by  tens  of 
thousands.  There  needs  neither  writing  nor 
reading,  to  enable  the  thief  to  know  that  he 
means  to  gain  by  his  theft.    There  is  a  period. 
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indeed,  in  English  history  (of  which  we  read 
as  of  so  much  fable),  when  Alfred  could  hang 
chains  of  gold  in  the  cross-roads,  and  no  one 
steal  them.  If  this,  or  if  any  thing  approaching 
to  this,  ever  had  place  since  England  was  a 
civilised  or  commercial  country,  it  is  only  an 
illustration  (for  which  end,  too,  it  is ,  recorded) 
of  the  efficacy  of  that  system  of  criminal  law 
which  Alfred  established  (and  the  substantial 
revival  of  which  I  call  for,  in  England  and  Ire- 
land), which  made  communities  answerable  for 
crimes,  where  the  actual  offenders  were  undis- 
covered. But,  what,  in  English  ears,  sounds 
only  like  modern  jest,  or  else  heroic  fable,  sub- 
sists, if  we  are  rightly  informed,  at  this  very 
day,  in  comparatively  barbarian,  that  is,  un- 
commercial France;  in  the  southern  parts  of 
which,  tombs,  standing  in  exposed  cemeteries, 
are  said  to  be  adorned  with  balls  of  solid  silver, 
which  balls  remain  upon  those  tombs  from  year 
to  yea*!  In  England,  the  silver  head  of  the 
effigy  of  Henry  V,  upon  that  prince's  tomb, 
though  enclosed,  and  triply  enclosed,  in  West- 
minster AJ)bey,  was,  long  since — stolen ! 
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At  many  moments,  the  digression  through 
which  you  have  just  followed  me,  has  seemed 
to  take  us  wholly  out  of  the  range  of  the  Eman- 
cipation inquiry;  so  little  direct  sympathy  is 
there,  between  that  topic,  and  the  real  situation 
and  necessities  of  Ireland.     But  its  utility  has 
been  this ;  that,  by  showing  us,  with  increased 
distinctness,  what  it  is  that  Ireland  has  true 
need  of,  it  shows  us,  also,  so  much  the  more 
clearly,  that  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation  is 
not  that  need ;  that  it  is  the  need,  or,  at  least, 
the  individual  interest  and  object,  of  certain  Irish 
Roman  Catholics ;  but,  not  the  need,  nor  the 
interest,  of  Ireland.    It  shows  us,  too,  how  com- 
pletely the  resistance  to  Emancipation  is  an 
English  question;  how  exclusively  accidental 
and  temporary  are  the  Irish  grounds  attempted 
to  be  laid,  for  levelling  all  the  civil  bulwarks  of 
the  Reformation, — for  divesting  the  Constitution 
of  England  of  its  existing  character  of  a  Pro- 
testant Constitution.  And,  here,  carefully,  per- 
haps, ought  we  to  limit  our  reliance,  for  the 
defence  of  our  English  liberties,  to  Englishmen; 
— and,  yet,  not  even  to  those  Englishmen,  who, 
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in  tbe  late  session  of  Parliament  (the  slaves  of 
Irish  schemes,  or  of  Irish  connections,  or  the 
dupes  of  modem  ignorance),  discovered  them- 
eelves,  either  too  uninformed,   or  too  fiicile, 
honestly  and  vigilantly  to  gnard  their  country, 
or  too  wicked  to  refuse  to  sell  it !  It  is  the  sen- 
timent of  a  living  French  observer  of  the  three 
nations,  that  neither  Irishmen  m&t  Sootchmen 
are  the  men  to  maintain  English  liberties ;  a 
position  which,  if  just,  we  must  explain  and 
enfbree  by  concluding,  that  our  Scotch  and 
Irish  fellow-subjects  are  either  not  nourisbed 
in  the  peculiar  habits  of  English  thinking,  im- 
bued with  the  peculiar  English  ideas,  or  born, 
or  else  bred,  in  the  peculiar  English  temper,  for 
resisting  the  encroachments  of  tyranny,  from  a 
throne,  or  from  a  mob,  or  from  spiritual  pre- 
tenders!   Resistance  to  the  Emancipation  is 
(Heaven  knows !)  sufficiently  an  Irish  question, 
when  a  just  view  of  the  sources  of  safejty  to  Irish 
Protestant  life  and  property  is  taken,  uid  which 
the  Emancipation,  so  far  from  preserving,  would 
in&llibly  destroy;    but   it  is   essentially    an 
EnglUh    question    as    regarding  the   English 
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Constitution^  with  respect  to  which,  Ireland 
must  assimilate  and  accommodate  itself  to 
England,  and  not  England  to  Ireland.  There 
would  be  nothing,  nevertheless,  very  unparaU 
leled  with  every  thing  in  the  history  of  the  world, 
if  our  acquisition  of  the  territories  of  Scotland 
and  Ireland,  and,  still  more,  our  political  Unions 
with  both,  should  end  in  the  overthrow  of  every 
thing  that  is  English !  Some  precautions  to  the 
contrary  appear  to  have  been  omitted,  and 
others  have  been  and  remain  impracticable; 
and  of  nothing  short  of  this  extent  is  all  the 
reality  of  our  danger ! 

Rebellion,  in  the  mean  time,  is  long  in  coming ; 
but,  still,  we  shall  be  obliged,  at  last,  to  fight 
the  Irish  Roman  Catholics !  In  the  first  Letter, 
and  almost  the  first  line,  that  I  wrote  to  you , 
I  had  originally  said,  that,  if  need  were — if  a 
''  due  administration  of  the  laws"  did  not 
keep  Mr.  O'Connell's  friends  in  reasonable 
check, — a  military  force  must  do  the  rest. 
1  struck  out  that  language,  both  because  I 
thought   it   early   in    my  correspondence  to 
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employ  it,  and  because,  all  the  while^  I  regarded 
it  as  mere  words, — as  hypothecated  upon  a 
state  of  things  which  it  was  to  be  my  business 
to  persuade  you  was  never  likely  to  come  to 
pass  I  All  that  I  should  have  intended  by  it  is 
this — that  there  is  no  conceivable  emergency — 
no  front  of  danger  that  can  be  presented  to 
us, —T  before  which  we  ought  to  have  the 
pusillanimity  to  surrender  our  liberties ; — that 
is,  our  Constitution.  If  Emancipation  be  just, 
let  us  grant  it,  and  grant  it  speedily  and 
graciously  ; — but,  if  it  is  to  be  torn  from  us,  in 
God's  name,  let  us  fight : 

'*  Peaoe  be  to  Fnmce,  if  France^  in  peace,  permit 
The  jast  and  lineal  entrance  to  our  own : 
If  not,  bleed  France^  and  peace  ascend  te  heaven!'' 

There  will  be  no  fighting,  however;  but, 
while  I  have  been  penning  my  Letters,  the 
Marquess  of  Anglesea,  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
has  expressed  my  sentiment.  And,  have  you 
heard  the  yells  and  the  bowlings  consequent 
thereupon  ?  Have  you  heard  how  the  Irish  Ro- 
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man  Catholic  adyenturers  belabour,  what  they 
call,  **  the  craelty — the  id  j  ustice — of  their  sense- 
less, —  hypocritical,  —  blood-tkirtty  enemies  ?" 
But,  did  you  hear  any  thing  about  '*  Uood- 
thirstiness,"  when,  upon  the  22nd  February  last, 
as  appeared  in  the  reported  debate,  Mr*  Hume, 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  declared  his  opinion, 
that  the  Irish  Raman  Catholics  ought  to  **  appeal 
to  the  sword^''  for  the  recovery  of  the  ''  spods 
long  held  by  the  Protestants  ?''--Tfaus  it  is, 
nevertheless,  my  beloved  friend,— '^nd  thus  im- 
partially, — that  we  go  on ! 

The  thought,  however,  attributed  to  Mr. 
Hume,  may  itself  challenge  a  moment's  fur- 
ther attention,  if  it  serves  to  awaken  us  to 
the  additional  topic  of  some  natural  appre- 
hensions, both  for  the  lives  of  Protestant  Irish 
proprietors,  and  for  the  permanence  of  the 
raising  of  the  value  of  Protestant  Irish  landed 
**  securities,"  in  the  event  of  Roman  Catholic 
Emancipation.  Would  it  be  quite  illogical,  at 
some  future  day,  to  argue,  upon  the  basis  of 
that  argument  of  the  Protestant  Peers,  that 
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every  Roman  Catholic  acquisition  begets  wi 
justifies  a  desire  for  more ;  would  it  be  quite 
illogical  to  argue  upon  that  basis,  and  at  some 
future  day,  that,  after  the  concession  of  King 
and  Parliament  shall  haye  established  the  equU 
cml  rights  of  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant 
subjects,  and  the  injustice  and  iniquity  of  their 
ancient  denial,  there  must  follow  a  fortiori, 
and  by  direct  necessity,  the  admission  of  the 
equal  personal  rights  of  the  same  classes  of  sub* 
jects  respectively,  and  of  the  injustice  and 
iniquity  (already  asserted  by  Mr.  Hume)  of 
detaining,  in  the  hands  of  Protestants,  estates 
taken  from  those  of  Roman  Catholics^  through 
none  l>nt  the  barbarian,  ignorant,  and  bigoted 
results  of  differences  in  the  merely  specula*- 
tive  matter  of  religion, — that  object  so  insig* 
nificant  and  so  indifferent  in  every  political 
view  —  so  distinct  from  all  the  earthly  and 
temporal  affairs  of  mankind ; — and  differences, 
too,  between  two  sets  of  really  loving  fellow- 
worshippers  of  **  the  same  God,  and  the  same 
Saviour?"  And  would  not,  then,  Mr.  Hume,  or 
Botae  successor  of  Mr.  Hume,  follow  the  Bill 
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of  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  by  a  Bill  of  yet  more 
obvious  recommendation,  **  For  relieving  the 
property  of  His  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic  sub- 
jects from  the  difficulties  under  which  it  now 
lal)ours ;  and  for  restoring  (not,  this  time,  the 
Constitution,  but)  the  estates  held  by  the  Duke 
of  Devonshire,  and  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
other  '  cruel,  unjust,  senseless,  hypocritical, 
and  blood-thirsty  enemies'  of  the  equal  per- 
sonal  rights  of  His  Majesty's  Roman  Catholic 
subjects  ?"  and  might  not  the  passing  of  such 
a  Bill,  or  the  efforts  of  the  future  Plunketts, 
Tiemeys,  O'Connells,  Broughams,  and  Cannings^ 
to  procure  its  passing,  have  influences  upon  the 
value  of  the  "  Irish  securities,"  offerable  by  the 
Buckingham  Protestant  Peers,  almost  as  unfor- 
tunate as  the  present  Non-Emancipation?  The 
argument,  as  it  now  stands,  is  this ;  you  have 
enabled  the  Irish  Roman  Catholics  to  acquire 
wealth,  and  you  are,  therefore,  now  without  a 
choice,  as  to  granting  them  the  fullest  civil 
rights ;  but,  when  the  fullest  civil  rights  should 
be  granted,  would  it  be  quite  irrational  to 
say,  that,   with  the    fullest   civil   rights,   the 
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(ullest  personal  rights  necessarily  accrue ;  that^ 
the  principle  upon  which  the  civil  rights  were 
withheld  being  repudiated,  the  partial  mainte* 
nance  of  its  operation,  for  withholding  personal 
rights,  would  be  monstrous ;   and  that,  after 
giving  to  Roman  Catholic  subjects,  rights  which 
they  never  had  before,  or  had  lost  as  a  con- 
sequence of  the  Protestant  Revolution  o#  the 
Reformation;    it  is,   next,    indispensable,   to 
close  "  the  last  wounds  "  of  that  Revolution, — 
to  complete  the  "  Restoration," — by  returning 
to  their  Roman  Catholic  owners  the  estates 
which  only  the  same  Revolution  took  away  ? 
Nothing  would  be  more  easy  than  to  parody 
all  the  arguments  that  are  employed,  upon  the 
score  of  principle,  for  the  Emancipation, —  or 
**  restoration,"  as  it  is  called,  of  civil  rights, — 
in  the  shape  of  arguments  for  the  restoration  of 
confiscated  and  other  alienated  Roman  Catho- 
lic lay  property;  and  nothing  more  safe  thaq 
to  challenge  reply,  upon  the  part  of  the  Eman- 
cipationists !     And,  what  is  well  defensible  in 
argument,  might  naturally  be  adopted  in  prac- 
tice, either  in  the  moment  of  the  Emancipation 
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idctory,  or  after  a  pause,  and  with  renewed 
strength  for  exertion.  Mr.  Canning  has  said 
much,  concerning  the  fears  excited  for  Protest 
tant  Church  property  in  Ireland,  by  the  dis*' 
cussion  of  the  Emancipation  claim ;  but,  if  the 
Buckingham  Protestant  Peers  were  a  little  less 
shortsighted  than  they  proclaim  themselves^ 
wba*  ought  not  to  be  their  individual  fears  for 
the  safety  of  Protestant  lay  property,  amid  the 
same  discussions;  and  how  soon,  if  their 
frantic  wishes  were  granted  themr^  might  not 
they,  or  their  children,  be  called  upon  to  ac- 
knowledge, that  Protestant  property  (as  tithes, 
and  all  other  Protestant  property),  has,  in 
very  deed,  but  one  common  security;  namely, 
Protestant  law,  maintainable  only  by  means  of  a 
Protestant  people?  Men  of  mistaken  notions  (for; 
otherwise,  we  must  call  them  men  of  dishonest 
deeds) !  Irish  Roman  Catholic  estates  were  given 
them  by  the  public  policy,  in  order  to  identify 
their  private  interests  with  the  interests  of  th« 
State.  A  common  principle  excludes  Roman 
Catholics  from  civil  rights,  and  from  the  estates 
of  Roman   Catholic    predecessors;    but,   thd 
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''  Noble  pioprietors"  would  escape  the  condition, 
of  the  bond ;  they  would  abolish  exchmon^  a» 
regarding  the  liberties  of  the  State,  while  they 
would  perpetuate  it,  as  regarding  the  property 
which  they  enjoy  only  under  its  sanction  ?    And 
do  they  beliere  the  juggle  to  be  within  their 
means  of  performance  ?    Do  they  believe  the 
design  of  the  State  to  be  so  shallow,  as  thus 
easily  to  be  cheated  2    Let  them,  radier,  be- 
liere, that  their  own  properflfes,  and  the  liber^ 
ties  of  the  State,  are  irrevocably  (as  it  was  in- 
tended that  they  should  be)  embarked  in  one  and 
the  same  boat,  and  that  all  must  sink  or  swim 
together !   Let  them  believe,  that  even-handed 
justice  will  so  have  it,  that  if  they  abandon  the 
liberties  of  the  State  to-day,  in  the  vain  effort 
to  raise  the  value  of  their  properties  by  thaA 
disloyal  means,  the  State  will  see  itself  obliged 
to  abandod  their  properties  to-morrow,  in  order 
to  save  some  remnant  of  its  liberties ;  or,  at 
least,  see,  without  the  means  of  resistance,  the 
**  restoration"  of  Roman  Catholic  property  fol- 
low, as  a  direct  consequence,  the  '^  restoration" 
of  Roman  Catholic  equal  rights!  They  complain. 
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^at  iu  the  existing  state  of  things,  the  value  of' 
their  lands  is  deteriorated.  It  is  because  the 
value  of  lands  depends  upon  the  prosperity  of 
the  country,  that  the  public  policy  so  much 
delights  in  confiding  the  care  of  the  country  to 
the  possessors  of  lan^s.  Let  them,  then,  to 
raise  the  value  of  their  lands,  do  their  utmost 
to  raise  the  prosperity  of  the  country ;  but^  if 
they  still  dream,  that  Emancipation  is  the  per- 
manent method  9b  raise  the  value  of  Irish 
Protestant  securities,  let  them  seriously  and 
soberly  ask  themselves,  whether  they  really 
think,  that  the  value  of  those  securities  would 
be  raised,  when  they  should  have  triumphed  in 
the  establishment  of  the  principle  of  Roman 
Catholic  restoration;  and  when  Mr.  Hume,  or 
some  other,  as  only  the  next  step  in  the 
progress^  should  recommend  an  *'  appeal  to 
the  sword,*'  for  the  *'  recovery  of  the  spoils 
long  held  by  Protestants  ?"  They  know  the 
world  too  well,  to  persuade  themselves,  that 
their  whole  previous  services  would  avail  them, 
in  that  hour  of  plenary  ''  restoration ;"  and  that 
they  would  not  be  required  to  attest,  by  the 
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surrender  of  their  respective  shares  of  the 
"  spoils/'  the  sincerity  of  their  zeal  for  Roman 
Catholic  "  restoration;"  or,  in  default  of  volun- 
tary surrender,  to  witness  the  impartial  opera- 
tion of  their  own  principles  of  justice  to  their 
Roman  Catholic  '^  fellow-citizens ;"  along  with 
the  practical  truth  of  their  doctrine,  that  every 
advantage  gained,  suggests  and  authorises  the 
desire  of  more !  A  leading  error  of  the  Eman- 
cipationists lies  in  their  disregard  of  the  com- 
prehensive imports  of  the  words  "  restora- 
tion" and  "  equal  civil  rights."  For,  as  ap- 
plied only  to  secular  affairs,  how  do  they  seek 
to  satisfy  their  meaning?  They  throw  open  Par- 
liament and  office,  but  they  still  leave  British 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  **  insulted "  by  the 
exclusion  of  Roman  Catholic  sovereigns,  and  by 
the  denial  of  the  three  greatest  offices  of  trust. 
Can  this  give  full  satisfaction?  Is  nothing, 
here,  left  to  be  asked  for?  Is  this  *'  restoring** 
the  Constitution  to  what  it  was  ?  But,  again, 
and  as  I  have  before  suggested,  how  much  is 
still  to  be  denied  to  the  liberty  of  worship  of 
Roman  Catholics,  when  "  equal  civil  rights" 
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shall  have  been  pronounced  their  due ;  or,  how 
much  will  there  not  remain  to  be  ''  restored/' 
under  that  particular  aspect  ?  Lastly  (and  upon 
the  question  oi property),  civil  rights,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  are  of  two  classes ;  personal  rights, 
which  give  the  subject  a  claim  to  the  protection 
of  the  laws;  and  political  rights^  which  authorise 
him  to  make  and  to  unmake  them.  It  must  be 
obvious,  that,  of  these  two  classes  of  civil  rights, 
the  lowest,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  least 
dispensable,  are  personal  rights;  and  that  an 
"  equality*'  of  civil  rights  involves,  by  the 
m6«t  direct  necessity,  an  "  equality"  of  personal 
rights,  among  the  first  of  which  latter  is  the 
right  of  properly.  The  possession,  indeed,  of 
such  civil  rights  as  convey  personal  rights, 
may,  in  one  view,  constHute  the  very  essence, 
or,  at  least,  element,  of  citizenship ;  and,  under 
this  definition,  the  slaves  in  our  West-India 
Islands,  are  citizens,  though  of  an  humble  poli- 
tical class ;  and,  according  to  the  same  defini- 
tion,  those  (as  I  have  expressed  my  doubts) 
whom  I  have  distinguished  as  citizens  and 
subjects  respectively,  may  be  regarded  as  only 
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different  classes  of  citizens;  an  acceptation  of 
the  term,  however,  which  leaves  us  at  a  loss 
for  a  second,  to  distinguish  those  whom  the 
Constitution  exclusively  endows  with  poUticid 
liberties.  ,But,  in  any  casfe,  personal  liberties, 
and,  among  these,  the  right  of  property,  is  the 
first  and  least  dispensable  of  civil  rights;  and, 
without,  at  present,  examining  particularly  (nor 
more  particularly  than  the  re-claimants  might 
themselves  examine  them)  the  several  circum- 
stances under  which  Roman  Catholic  lay  pro-* 
perty  has  been  forcibly  taken  from  its  previous 
owners,  and  given  to  Protestant  holders;  we 
see,  that,  at  least  in  the  estimation  of  Mr. 
Hume,  the  idea  of  **  restoring"  Roman  Catho- 
lics to  *•  equal  civil  rights,"  includes  the  *•  re- 
storation" of  that  property ;  and  that,  upon  so 
clear  a  title,  that,  merely  as  a  speculative  judge 
of  right  and  wrong,  Mr.  Hume  thinks,  that,  if 
denied,  it  may  justly  be  recovered  by  **  the 
sword !"  And  if  Mr.  Hume,  only  as  an  indif- 
ferent spectator,  can  think  in  this  manner, 
what  ought  not  those  to  be  expected  to  think 
(or,  if  not  to  think,  at  least  to  say),  who  have 
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every  thing  to  gain  for  themselves^  by  thinking 
and  saying  the  same  story ;  and  where,  then 
(the  Uf0ust  principle  of  ''  equal  rights"  once 
admitted),  is  the  work  of  ''  restoration/'  even 
under  this  view  alohe,  to  have  an  end  ? 

For  what  remains,  as  to  necessity ,  one  view, 
indeed,  is  taken,  which  is  serious,  and  at  which 
I  have  hinted  above.  It  opens  itself  when  our 
connection  with,  and  possession  of  Ireland,  seem 
to  be  described  as  entailing  upon  us  the  neces- 
sity of  parting  with  our  Constitution !  If,  how- 
ever, there  were  any  thing  really  at  the  bottom 
in  this  matter,  I  should  say, — first,  dissolve  the 
Union — secondly,  dissolve  the  connection;  — 
any  thing,  rather  than  part  with  the  Constitution 
of  England.  There  is  no  need,  however,  of  the 
extremity! 

The  threats  and  prospects  held  out,  in  the 
mean  time,  are  very  well;  at  least,  they  are 
very  Roman  Catholic.  But,  if  we  could  per- 
mit ourselves  to  wonder,  that  our  fellow-men, 
equally  with  the  animals  and  the  rest,  are  ob- 
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liged,  by  the  laws  of  God,  to  show  their  nature ; 
we  might  still  indulge  in  some  surprise,  to  hear, 
either  Mr.  Clifford,  or  Mr.  O'Connell,  publishing 
his  principles  thus  early  in  the  day;  thus, 
telling  the  multitude,  in  advance,  what  is  the 
'^  object,"  and  what  the  end,  of  Roman  Catho- 
lic Emancipation!  The  warnings,  however, 
have  reached  us,  and  are  nothing  short  of 
the  sound  of  the  rattle  before  the  bite  of  the 
snake! 


POSTSCRIPT. 

A  FRIEND  of  mine,  who,  now  and  then,  has 
looked  over  my  shoulders,  while  I  have  been 
meriting  to  you,  and  who  has  thought,  perhaps, 
as  you  have  thought,  that  I  sometimes  stretch 
the  point  a  little,  in  my  picture  (so  un-akin  to 
the  fidthful  one  of  Mr.  Canning !)  of  modern 
English  Roman  Catholic  tolerance  of  English 
Protestantism ;  assures  me  (just  as  I  am  now 
closing  my  Letter),  that  he  went,  by  chance. 
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upon  Sunday  last,  into  a  Roman  Catholic 
chapeU  in  Somers-town,  where  he  heard  an 
oration  which  has  satisfied  him  that  there  is 
not  a  word  that  I  have  said,  that  does  not  pic- 
ture the  life, — and  the  life  of  the  very  moment 
that  is  passing !  The  audacity  of  Protestants, 
in  presuming  to  interpret  Scripture — the  deli- 
berate inculcation  of  conscious  falsehood  by 
our  clerical  scholars — and  the  credulity  of  our 
laity  through  ignorance — were,  as  usual,  among 
the  leading  topics ;  and,  if  the  preacher  did 
not  exhaust  the  language  of  damnation  upon 
the  English  and  Heretical  Catholicism  (so  to 
speak)  of  our  Establishment,  it  was  only  be- 
cause he  contrived  to  have  fresh  vials  in  reserve 
for  theheadsof  our  Dissenters— for  the  effrontery 
of  men,  who,  without  a  shadow  of  pretence  to 
ecclesiastical  learning  or  authority,  dared  to  mis- 
lead and  ruin  souls  that  have  been  bought  and 
paid  for  with  the  blood  of  the  Divine  Redeemer  I 
The  trading  and  mercenary  motives,  which 
he  was  pleased  to  impute  to  our  Dissenting 
teachers,  did  not  escape  exposition.  They 
invented  doctrines,  he  said,  in  order  to  live  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


nil 

them;    and  rose,  accordingly,  from  coblers'- 
stalls,  to  coaches  and  pairs ! 

Upon  the  whole,  however,  he  stigmatised,  in 
the  gross,  the  name  of  ^'  places  of  worship,"  as 
applied,  by  us  miserable  Heretics,  to  our 
meeting-houses,  chapels,  and  churches.  He 
described  the  feelings  which  oppressed  him, 
when,  in  passing  through  the  streets,  he  saw 
congregations  coming  out  of  their  doors ; 
feelings  which  appeared  to  be  exactly  similar 
to  those  with  which  our  own  Missionaries  view 
the  worshippers,  at  what  they  call  the  "  devil- 
houses,"  in  Bengal  or  Tongataboo :  "  Places 
of  worship !"  he  exclaimed ; — but  the  worship 
performed  there  (if  worship  it  was  to  be 
called),  was  one  which  appeared  to  pass, 
in  his  estimation,  for  worship,  not  of  Hea- 
ven, but  of  Hell;  not  of  God — ^but  of  the 
Old  Serpent  from  the  beginning !  In  a  word, 
he  was  Bossuet,  and  the  British  Roman 
Catholics,  all  over  again ! 

It  may  be  permitted,  perhaps,  at  the  tail  of 
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this  relation,  to  ask,  before  one  goes  further, 
whether  our  laws  can  even  now  be  chargeable 
with  religious  intolerance,  while  things  like  these 
not  only  occur,  but  occur  lawfully,  every  day 
among  us;  and  while  any  Protestant  subject 
of  the  realm — ^any  citizen  of  the  State,  whose 
religious  feelings  might.be  violently  roused  by 
the  hearing  of  such  descriptions  of  his  faith  and 
worship — of  their  objects — of  his  spiritual 
condition  in  this  world,  and  of  his  spiritual 
hopes  through  all  eternity ; — if  such  citizen  of 
the  State,  so  provoked,  should  be  guilty  of  any 
species  of  violence  toward  the  preacher  so 
preaching,  or  the  worship  thus  at  variance  with 
his  own,  it  is  he,  and  not  the  provocator,  nor 
the  provocation,  who  would  fall  under  the 
displeasure  of  the  law  ?  There  is  something, 
might  one  not  think,  in  accounts  like  these,  to 
demonstrate,  that  our  laws  do  not  interfere 
very  harshly,  nor  very  minutely,  with  freedom 
of  conscience,  nor  even  freedom  of  speech, 
when  things  like  these,  concerning  the  institu- 
tions of  the  country,  not  only  are  safely  thought 
and  believed,  but  are  daily  uttered  without  re- 
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straint  ? — **  Pious  princes/'  upon  Roman  Catho- 
lic principles,  might  feel  it  a  duty,  to  use  ''  the 
sword"  against  any  similar  apostles  upon  the 
Protestant  side;  and  political  infamy,  or  political 
ignorance,  must  surely  be  reckoned  to  pass  all 
common  bounds,  when  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
his  fellow-mountebanks,  in  speech,  or  in  print, 
have  the  hardihood,  or  the  extravagance  of  folly, 
to  say,  that  the  laws  of  a  country,  in  which 
such  things  occur,  and  occur  freely, — that  is, 
occur  lawfully f — even  attempt  (if  they  had  the 
power)  to  ''interfere  between  man  and  his 
Maker!" 

Sir  Francis,  it  is  true,  acquits  us  of  all  into- 
lerance; he  complains  only  that  toleration  itself 
is  barbarism,  and  requires,  not  religious  liberty, 
but  religious  independence  of  the  laws.  At  the 
same  moment,  however,  Dr.  O'Shaughnessey,  in 
Dublin,  describes  the  whole  demand  of  the 
Roman  Catholics  as  comprised  in  the  very  word 
"  toleration ;" — adding,  that  Roman  Catholics 
would  show  ''  toleration"  to  Protestants,  under 
similar   circumstances!      What    evidence    is 
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within  our  reach,  of  Roman  Catholic  toleration 
of  Protestants,  even  in  thought  or  speculative 
opinion,  so  as  to  open  the  door  of  hope  of  tolera- 
tion in  practice^  is  the  old,  and  hackneyed^  but 
never-answered  inquiry; — what  toleration  Ro- 
man Catholics  can  afford  to  Protestants,  even  upon 
principle^  is  the  inquiry, — perhaps  rather  more 
novel, — to  which  I  have  solicited  your  attention 
in  these  Letters ;  but,  in  any  case,  let  us  at  least 
know,  whether  toleration  is,  or  is  not,  the  thing 
asked  for,  and  whether,  if  it  be,  it  is  not  already 
possessed  ?  But,  upon  all  subjects,  the  loose- 
ness in  terms,  and  therefore  in  ideas,  is  without 
end !  I  have  quoted  to  you  an  argument,  for 
Emancipation,  loudly  raised  upon  the  premises, 
that,  since  we  have  abolished  the  Penal  Laws 
against  Roman  Catholics  in  Ireland,  therefore, 
all  other  restrictions  are  absurd.  Well,  to-day,  I 
read,  in  the  Times,  that  the  excess  oionr  present 
guilt  consists  absolutely  in  this, — that  we  never 
have  abolished  those  very  '*  Penal  Laws !"  But  I 
have  quite  done  with  the  Times !  I  shall  be 
ashamed  to  contest  a  word  with  it  hereafter. 
It  has  fallen  upon  a  scheme,  to  take  all  the  sting 
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out  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Question^  by  en- 
gaging the  States  of  Europe  to  put  dawn  the 
Pope  of  Rome!  Mother  Goose's  Tales  are 
learned  reading  to  this ;  and  this,  among  other 
things,  comes  of  the  error  of  talking  of  Popery, 
instead  of  Roman  Catholicism ;  of  the  visible 
frame  of  the  religion,  instead  of  the  invisible  re- 
ligion, and  of  all  its  myrmidons !  No  doubt, 
the  Roman  Catholicism  itself  is  capable  of 
being  *' put  down;"  but  it  must  be  done  by 
the  gradual  force  of  opinion, — by  the  progress 
of  letters  and  science — combined  with  the 
denial  of  all  physical  support  (combined,  there- 
fore, with  the  denial  of  British  Roman  Catholic 
Emancipation),  and  not  by  the  closing  of  physi- 
cal force ;  and  this,*and  this  only,  is  the  language, 
which,  surely,  it  might  have  been  allowed  us  to 
expect,  from  a  pen  in  the  slightest  degree  pre- 
tending to  what  ought  to  be  real  Liberalism !  I 
agree,  neither  with  Mr.  Huskisson,  who  thinks, 
like  the  Roman  Catholics,  that  the  Church  of 
Rome  promises  an  eternal  duration ;  nor  with 
the  Times,  which  would  cut  the  air  with  swords, 
and  parcel  out  the  sea  with  ploughs,  and  ''  put 
down"  the  Popedom  by  the  power  of  States ! 
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But,  here,  too  (such  is  the  circle  in  which  we 
tread),  if  it  were  not  that  we  have  Roman  Ca- 
tholic writings,  old  and  new,  and  if  you  had  not 
some  little  acquaintance  with  the  ordinary  lan- 
guage and  temper  of  the  whole  religioiis  world, 
one  division  toward  another ;  you,  for  yourself, 
might  be  free  to   believe  even  this  account 
exaggerated,  and  calumnious  (if  it  could  be 
stiled,   and  if  it   could   be  felt,  as  calumny) 
upon  the  pious  Christian  Missionary,  to  this 
Heathen  metropolis,  to  whom  it  refers,    and 
upon  the  whole  Roman  Catholic  Church!  How, 
upon  the  other  hand,  would  it  be  reasonable  for 
you  to  admit  a  suspicion  of  the  kind,  knowing, 
as  you  doji  not  alone  the  rigour  of  the  **  tenets" 
which  dissever  the  Roman  Catholic  from  the 
Protestant,  whom,  nevertheless,  Earl  Fitzwil- 
liam  must  so  complacently  intend  to  describe,  as 
agreed  in  the  worship  of  the  ''  same  God  and  the 
same  Saviour;"  but,  also,  the  separations,  the 
revoltings,   and  bitternesses,   subsisting   even 
between   sects  of  Protestants  !    Or,  in  other 
words,  there  is  the  less  reason  to  doubt  any  of  the 
hard  names,  which  narrators,  or  Bossuet,  or  the 
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British  Roman  Catholics  themselves,  may  put 
into  the  mouths  of  Roman  Catholics,  when 
speaking  of  Protestants  in  relation  to  their 
religion;  and  the  less  reason  for  placing  faith  in 
the  opposite  story  of  Mr.  Canning  and  his  co- 
operators,  upon  account  of  the  known  fact  of 
the  vilifications  of  even  the  Protestant  sects 
against  each  other !  Not  only  do  we  witness  the 
malignity  with  which,  as  a  body, they  collectively 
pursue  the  Church ;  but,  in  an  equal  degree, 
the  malignity  of  each  sect  of  Dissenters,  against 
all  the  rest,  is  furious  and  envenomed.  There 
is  Mr.  Mulock,  the  Protestant  Calvinist,  or 
rather  Methodist, — who,  for  some  time  past, 
has  been  anathematizing  the  Methodists  and 
Evangelicals,  in  the  Potteries,  in  Staffordshire, 
and  elsewhere ;  and  who  has  a  spare  barrel  of 
his  blunderbuss  for  the  Church,  and  for  the 
secular  authorities  at  Oxford!  Mr.  Mulock 
makes  especial  war  upon  all,  that,  by  eminence, 
is  called  the  '^  religious  world,"  the  "  serious," 
the  **  pious,"  the  *' godly;"  he  also  denoun- 
ces, at  one  effort,  all  our  churches,  chapels, 
and  meeting-houses.    Established,  Dissenting, 
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and  Roman  Catholic  together;  as  'filled  with 
**  rancorous  enemies  of  Christ,  carrying  on^  in  their 
respective  synagogues  of  Satan,  a  blasphemous 
mockery  of  divine  things;"  and,  describing 
all  others,  who  call  themselves  Christians^  as  no 
more  than  **  counterfeits,"  and  *'  pretenders 
to  spirituality," — bids  us  learn,  that  now,  for 
the  first  time,  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles^ 
Christianity  is  preached,  by  his  own  particular 
lips,  to  this  kingdom,  and  to  the  world ! 

But  the  uniformity,  and  the  vehemence,  of 
religious  animosity  at  last  conceded,  two  fresh 
errors  are  ready  to  present  themselves;  the  first, 
that  since  the  ofience  is  without  distinction, 
therefore  no  distinction  should  be  made  in  the 
ofienders;  and,  the  second  (the  answer  to  which 
gives  also  the  answer  to  the  first),  that  the 
whole  turmoil  is  out  of  the  civil  legislator's 
province;  that  it  is  simply  a  war  of  words,  and 
of  opinions,  and  without  consequences  as  to  the 
afiairs  of  political  society.  Upon  these  essen- 
tial points  I  have  expressed  myself  before;  and 
I  will  not  now  re-enter  the  wide  field  which 
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they  always  open  to  view.  The  fashionable 
language,  however,  of  the  **  enlightened/'  is, 
that  all  are  bad  alike,  and  that  no  preference, 
therefore,  should  be  given  to  any; — no  Church, 
nor  no  faith,  exalted  to  civil,  or  Constitutional, 
eminence  above  the  rest.  The  civil  legislator, 
in  the  mean  time,  thinks  otherwise.  He  thinks 
that,  upon  the  one  hand,  religion  must  be 
maintained;  that,  upon  the  other,  religious 
bickerings  and  violence  must  be  repressed; 
and  that  there  must  be  religious  preferences 
and  distinctions,  therefore,  in  the  political 
system ! 

But  the  word  *'  violence"  raises  the  second 
question.  Those  who  reject  the  civil  legisla* 
tor  s  interference  with  the  human  interests  of 
religion,  should  insist,  either  that  religion  is  no 
cause  of  violence — of  the  violation  of  the  peace 
of  persons  nor  of  States,— or,  that  the  peace  of 
neither  States  nor  persons  is  the  affair  of  the 
civil  legislator.  Now,  as  ready  examples,  though 
diminutive,  to  the  contrary,  I  may  cite,  at 
this  moment,  both  the  recent  disturbances  at 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1120 

Oxford,  whether  we  look  at  Mr.  Mulock  as 
the  disturber,  or  as  the  disturbed ;    and  also  an 
occurrence  at  the  shop-window  of  Carlile,  in 
London-      A  "  burlesque  figure  of  God'*   is 
hung,  it  seems,  in  the  window.     A  pious  Jew, 
incensed  at  the  violence  done  to  his  feelings, — 
for,  observe  (and  to  make  an  important  correc- 
tion in  some  of  your  ideas),  the  violence  is  done 
to  a  nian — to  a  man,  needing  and  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  law— and  not  to  God,  who  nei- 
ther needs,  nor  is  to  be  said  to  demand  the  pro- 
tection;— the  pious  Jew — provoked,  outraged, 
abridged  of  that  peace  of  the  King  which  the 
law  intends  him, — breaks  the  glass,  destroys 
the  picture,  is  given  into  custody,  for  the  vio- 
lence which  he  himself  has  now  been  provoked 
to  commit ;  and  is  castigated  accordingly.  The 
Jew  is  properly  dealt  with  ;    but,  ought  the 
blasphemous  libel  to  escape  the  law  ?    Was  the 
Jew's  sensibility  misplaced  ?    Do  you  wish  him 
to  see  such  things  till  he  is  callous  ?    Will  you 
now  say,  that  the  publication  of  a  libel  is  no 
breach  of  the  peace — ^has  no  tendency  to  breach 
of  the  peace ;   that,  to  punish  such  a  libeller  as 
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Carlile^  or  the  man  who  is  guilty  of  any  simi^ 
lar  outrage  upon  religion^ — as  acknowledged 
by  the  State,— is  to  "  interfere  between  man 
and  his  Maker,  "-^to  decide  even,  whether  it 
is,  or  it  is  not,  piety  itself,  in  Mr.  Carlile's  esti- 
mate of  piety,  which  induces  him  to  publish 
''burlesque  figures  of  God;"  while,  in  point  of 
fact,  we  decide  only,  that  it  is  impiety  in  the 
view  of  the  law?  Do  you  not  see,  that,  in  the 
words  of  Mr.  Fox,  "  violence  begets  violence  ;** 
and  that,  to  prevent  civil  violence,  the  civil 
legislator  must  address  himself  to  its  begin- 
nings ;  and,  do  you  not  also  see,  that  among 
these  beginnings,  are  the  acts  of  violence  which 
men  are  prone  to  commit  upon  each  other's 
religious  feelings  —  feelings  which  the  law, 
after  defining  their  objects^  protects;  and 
which  not  protecting,  it  would  give  no  full 
protection — no  perfect  freedom — to  the  sub- 
ject,— to  the  citizen ; — no  complete  enjoyment 
of  civil  liberty  ?  If  insult  begets  insult,  and 
violence  violence;  neither  public  nor  private 
civil  freedom  or  protection  is  complete,  while 
insults,  with  respect  to  religious  objects  recog- 
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nised  by  the  law,  are  not  legally  repressed.  God^ 
as  understood  equally  by  the  Christian  and  by 
the  Jew,  is  an  object  of  reverence  recognised 
by  the  law.  The  case  would  be  different,  with 
respect  to  any  representation  of  God  peculiar 
to  the  Hindoo,  or  the  Malay;  and  this  is  a 
further,  and,  as  I  think,  striking  illustration,  of 
the  true  principle  upon  which  the  law  of  blas- 
phemous libel,  and  the  law  that  legalises  a 
national  religious  faith,  proceeds*  We  see, 
plainly,  that,  so  far  from  these  things  being 
interferences  between  **  man  and  his  Maker,'' 
**  man,'*  and  not  his  •'  Maker,"  is  their  sole 
object;  and  man,  only  as  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
State,  and  entitled,  therefore,  to  the  State's 
protection.  The  English  Jew,  indeed,  is  no 
English  citizen;  and,  so  strictly  does  the  prin- 
ciple apply,  that  a  "  burlesque  figure  of  God,** 
as  God  is  understood  by  Christian  and  Jew,  is  ' 
not  a  libel,  in  English  law,  because  it  happens 
to  be  offensive  to  Jew,  no  less  than  Christian ; 
but  only  because  it  is  offensive  to  Christians,  and 
those  Christians,  Christians  of  the  Established 
.Church.     No  foreigner,  nor  native,  can  claim 
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any  similar  protection  for  objects  unknown  to 
the  law,  but  which,  indiridually,  he  may  hap« 
pen  to  hold  sacred ;  and,  thus,  we  see,  that  the 
sole  object,  of  the  law  of  blasphemous  libel,  is 
the  protection  of  the  institutions  and  citizens 
of  the  State. 

In  reality,  every  day,  whilfe  I  am  writing  to 
you,  produces  something  to  satisfy  me  of  the 
solidity  of  all  my  foundations.  If  I  do  but 
make  myself  understood,  I  am  at  ease.  I  am 
in  the  right,  and  I  shall  conquer ;  and  I  care 
not,  therefore,  who  reproaches  nor  reviles. 
It  is  now  the  month  of  November — my  Let- 
ters are  of  all  dates,  since  the  commencement 
of  the  year ;  and,  in  the  interval,  what  has 
transpired,  if  not  a  succession  of  illustra- 
tions and  authentications  of  the  opinions 
which  I  have  undertaken  to  set  down  and 
to  justify? 

I  may  add  to  the  foregoing,  that  the  friend 
to  whom  I  have  alluded,  heard  so  much,  from 
the  preacher  at  Somers-town,  in  the  progress  , 
4c2 
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of  the  same  discourse^  of  the  fundamental  standy 
made  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  upon  its  original 
as  well  as  uninterrupted  descent  from  St.  Peter ; 
that»  as  he  tells  me,  he  came  away  the  most 
strongly  impressed  with  the  high  controversial 
importance  of  that  learned  and  elaborate  state- 
ment, concerning  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul,  which 
I  formerly  enclosed  to  you,  and  the  pious  and 
indefatigable  author  of  which  merits  so  many 
thanks*    (See  Appendix,  No.  VI.) 

I  lead  you,  as  I  go,  through  a  variety  of 
subjects  of  remark,  some,  or  many  of  which 
(as  I  more  than  suspect),  you  will  think  remote 
from  the  Roman  Catholic  Question,  and  even 
from  the  other  professed  topics  of  our  corres- 
pondence; but,  for  myself,  I  regard  all  these 
topics  as  resting  upon  the  basis  of  the  whole 
scheme  of  civil  polity,  and  I  can  ^easily  look 
back,  and  say,  that  I  have  rarely  adverted  to 
any  topic  whatever,  without  the  intention  of 
illustrating  some  principle,  general  or  parti- 
cular, of  civil  polity.  My  excursions,  therefore^ 
,  however  extended,  are  designed  to  have  the 
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same  Gonnection  with  my  direct  purpose,  as 
has  the  bottom  of  a  house  with  its  top.  Men's 
manner  of  viewing  any  particular  question,  de* 
pends,  usually,  upon  their  general  principles,  or 
general  way  of  thinking ;  and,  thus,  they  usually 
decide,  with  one  uniform  bias,  all  questions  of 
the  same  general  description/  It  is  against 
your  whole  way  of  thinking y  therefore,  that  I  em- 
ploy my  efforts ;  because,  if  (and  in  that  event 
only)  1  can  effect  a  change  there,  your  parti*- 
cular  application^  of  the  principles  or  rules  of 
judgment,  with  which  I  shall  thus  have  per* 
suaded  you  to  part,  will  remain,  of  course,  no. 
longer  an  object  of  my  concern. 

In  this  place,  too,  and  with  respect  to  the 
inward  feeling  with  which  I  venture  to  attempt 
the  idhaking  of  your  prepossessions,  and  to  op^ 
pose  myself  to  the  decisions  of  your  particular 
judgment  (supported,  as  you  are,  by  so  many 
voices,  of  whatever  description,  abroad),— let 
me  subjoin,  that,  what  I  advance  confidently,  I 
«till  advance  under  correction.  I  stake  my 
whole  credit  with  you,  for  any  share  of  inform- 
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ation^  or  any  capacity  of  discemment,  upon  the 
contents  of  my  Letters ;  and  yet,  writing,  as  I 
do,  with  no  interests  to  serve,  but  the  interests 
of  truth  and  rig^t,  nothing  would  cost  me  less, 
than,  eitiier  to  retract  any  erroneous  opinion,  or 
to  reform  any  mis-stated  fact.  I  can  subjoin, 
further,  and  with  equal  sincerity,  that,  in  re- 
ference to  these  Letters,  I  could  experience  no 
deeper  regret,  than  to  discover,  that,  in  any 
thing  which  I  have  written,  I  have  done,  to 
any  man,  or  to  any  body  or  description  of 
men,  any  act  of  personal  injustice. 

If  there  were  but  correct  ideas  abroad,  con- 
cerning liberty  of  conscience:— civil  liberty — 
the  spiritual  authority  of  all  temporal  power — 
the  temporal  authority  of  all  spiritual  power — 
the  temporal  influence  of  all  spiritual  faith — 
the  nature  of  religion — the  political  character 
of  all  authorised  Churches  or  religious  institu- 
tions— the  temporal  influence  of  all  Churches 
or  religious  institutions  whatever — ^the  folly  of 
talking  of  religion  as  an  object  simply  specu- 
lative;  that  is,  as  if  it  could  be  likened  to 
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botany,  or  to  giBology ;  or,  as  if  it  concerned  the 
arts,  like  chemistry,  instead  of  concerning  the 
regulation  of  men's  lives,  and  identifying  itself^ 
therefore,  with  the  whole  business .  of  law  and 
government,  and  with  the  whole  political  sys* 
tern ; — ^the  power  of  the  people  in  a  free  S.tate^~ 
the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
realm — ^the  Constitutional  definiti^oi  of  the  peo- 
ple— the  privileged,  mnnified,  civil  condition  of 
the  people,  or  the  Commons  of  the  Kingdom^  or 
Citizens  of  the  State  ;*—  of  the  distinction,  there^ 
fore,  between  dtksens  and  ^ulffects  ; — if  correet 
ideas  were  abroad,  but  upon  tiie  several  points 
thus  fhr  set  down,  thwe  could  be  little  difficulty 
in  rejecting  Raman  Catholic  Emancipation,  or 
any  other  attempt  to  get  rid  of  civil  distincr 
tions  for  diiferences  of  religious  faith,  in 
so  far  as  the  principle  of  the  rejection  is  in 
debate ; — and,  if  (the  nature  and  principles  of 
the  Constitution  of  Bngland  thus  ascertained) 
it  were  next  acknowledged,  that  the  Con- 
stitution, and  nothing  else  whatever,  ought 
to  be  Mr.  Canning's  '*  one  thing  needful;" — 
that  nothing,  so  accidental  and  empirical  as  the 
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English  possession  of  the  islandof  Ireland;— no 
solicitude  (however  amiable)  to  meet  the  wishes 
of   Irish  Roman  Catholics; — no  half-thixiking 
patriotism,  that  should  dwell  upon  the  national 
benefit  of  assimilating  all  the  subjects  of  th<» 
realm,  to  the  forgetfulness  of  the  evil  of  unit^ 
ing  subjects  whose  Constitutional  sentiments 
are   dissimilar; — no   vulgar  surrender  of  our 
judgment,  to  the  consideration  of  the  large 
numbers  of  those  Roman  Catholics,  moving  us 
to  the  performance  of  a  pretended  act  of  justice 
toward  their  great  numbers,  while  we  can  re* 
concile  it  to  ourselves  to  withhold  a  similarly 
pretended  act  of  justice  from  the  smaller  num* 
ber  of  English  Roman  Catholics  and  Protestant 
Dissenters ; — no  surrender  of  our  judgment  (as 
immoral,  in  this  instance,  as  feeble  in  the  pre* 
ceding),  founded  upon  the  large  possession  of 
wealth,  gentility,  and  title,  among  a  sufficient 
portion  of  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-subjects, 
to  give  weight  and  lustre  to  the  body ;  while 
the  ranks    of  Protestant  Dissenters  are  filled 
only   by   spinners    and  knife-grinders,  shop- 
keepers, merchants  and  bankers,  professional 
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men^  and  other  principals  and  hangers-on  of 
manufactures  and  trade; — no  threats  of  Irish 
violence;  —  no  terrors,  even  of  Mr.  O'Qor- 
man's  thirteen  hundred  thousand  Russians; — 
no  friendly  feeling  fqr  Protestant  Peers,  nor  for 
any  less  noble,  but  not  less  unimpeachable 
Protestant  converts,  in  Ireland,  to  the  necessity 
of  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation,  to  the  end 
of  raising  the  value  of  Irish  securities;  all 
which  wealthy  converts,  noble  and  ignoble, 
commanders  of  Irish  votes,  and  of  English 
boroughs,  might  possibly,  under  certain  suppo- 
sable  circumstances,  find  the  way  to  make  their 
voices  heard  in  an  ''enlightened  "  English  Cabi- 
net, though  hooted  by  the  '^mindless  mass"  of  an 
English  people; — not  one  of  all  these  practical 
considerations  (the  principle  being  already  dis- 
missed) would  induce  us  to  listen,  for  an  in- 
stant, to  the  question  of  eaj>edience,  so  long  as 
Englishmen  should  have  information  enough  to 
know  the  letter  of  their  Constitution;  powers  of 
understanding  enough  for  valuing  its  spirit ;  feel- 
mgs  of  the  heart  warm  enough  to  love  it ;  physical 
means  enough  to  defend  it ;  or,  moral  strength 
enough,  to  die,  if  needful,  beneath  its  ruins  * 
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But,  to  justify^  my  dearest  friend,  wi  ej^pee* 
tation»  that  all  these  things  might  obtain  the 
consent  of  your  understaading,  in  contradictioD 
to  the  opposite  previous  ideas  which  you  have 
been  in  the  habit  of  cherishing  (and  it  is  to 
convince^  and  not  to  dogmatise  —  to  submit 
reasons^  and  not  to  announce  oracular  opi- 
nions— as  I  believe  I  have  before  said,  and 
as  I  am  sure  you  give  me  credit,  that  I 
write),  much  yet  remains  for  me  to  perform; 
exclusive,  t0Q>  of  the  explanations  which  I 
have  promised,  for  the  real  and  permanent  bene- 
fit oi  Ireland,  and  of  ail  Ireland  together,  ib 
place  of  the  fraudulent  scheme  of  putting  a  few 
Irish  Roman  Catholics  into  the  way  of  place  and 
patronage,  as  the  means  of  serving  Ireland,  and 
of  the  delusive,  or,  at  best,  the  paltry  one,  of 
raising  thfe  value  of  Irish  securities  by  stopping 
the  mouths  of  a  few  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
lawyers;  and,  both,  at  the  expense  of  the  first 
principles  of  the  Constitution  of  England,  and 
the  first  established  rights  and  liberties  of  the  pea* 
pk  of  the  realm,  and  of  their  first  practical  politi- 
cal necessities!  It  is  by  no  means  obvious,  in  the 
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beginniDg^  viewed  even  upon  either  side,  that 
any  considerable  share  of  words  can  be  ne- 
cessary, for  disposing  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Question.  ThosCi  whose  minds  are  made  up ; 
those,  who  are  governed  by  prejudices,  either 
salutary  or  otherwise ;  those,  perhaps,  who,  in 
honouring,  with  a  hasty  glance,  any  of  the  pages 
which  I  have  myself  written  to  you,  and,  re* 
taining  or  renouncing  their  former  opinions, 
might  put  their  finger  upon  ^  single  passage, 
and  say,  ''  This  is  enough  for  me ;  I  am  con- 
vinced; I  want  no  more;  one  conclusive  argu- 
ment is  as  good  as  fifty ;" — to  all  of  these,  a 
short  discussion  may  be,  or  may  appear  to  be, 
sufficient.  For  a  multitude  of  different  persons, 
however,  a  multitude  of  different  reasons  must 
be  provided ;  and,  for  such  as  you,  who  dispute 
with  me  every  inch  of  ground ;  who  argue  with 
me  point  by  point ;  and  who  find,  in  every  syllable 
successively  put  forth  by  the  adversary,  a  rock 
upon  which  to  re-establish  your  belief,  the  work 
of  conviction  is  scarcely  ever  finished.  More, 
however,  than  all  this,  is  the  truth,  which  every 
step  in  my  labour  makes  plainlier  apparent  to 
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me;  namely,  that  the  general  misconceptions, 
concemingfirst  principles,  and  even  daily  terms, 
are  so  numermis,  and  of  so  raudh  influence 
upon  our  discussion,  that  a  thousand  correlative 
subjects  (and,  some  of  them,  subjects  which,  at 
first  sight,  might  not  be  suspected  of  relation- 
ship) require  to  be  explained,  and  explained  to 
their  foundations,  before  it  is  lawful  even  to 
hope,  that  a  quick  and  astute  advocate  of  the 
opposite  doctrine,  can  be  driven  to  the  acknow* 
ledgment  of  his  error,  or  even  led  to  its  percep- 
tion. An  ignorance  of  the  whole  science  of 
politics — of  the  very  meanings  of  the  terms 
which  it  employs, — is  so  conspicuously  at  the 
-bottom, — ^not  alone  of  the  Burdett  Bill, — but  of 
every  thing  that  is  said  and  done  by  the  Eman- 
cipationists ;  and,  almost  in  a  distinguished 
manner,  the  ignorance  of  the  political  nature  and 
bearings  of  religion;  that,  without  a  compre- 
hensive effort  to  recall  your  attention  to  many 
wide-spreading  and  general  roots  of  the  parti- 
cular error,  little  is  at  last  accomplished,  whe- 
ther either  the  denial  is  obstinate,  or  the  con- 
viction difficultly  yielded. 
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You  ask.me^  iu  the  meantime  (and  with  mjr 
answer  I  shall  here  lay  down  my  pen),  why  it  is 
that  I  so  often  single  out  Mr.  Canning,  from  die 
midst  of  the  sacred  band,  to  be  the  mark  of  my 
blows?  I  lam  quite  free,  then,  to  acknowledge, 
that  I  do  so  from  the  two  motives  of  respect 
and  fear.  I  am  afraid  of  Mr.  Canning,  and  of 
no  one  else,  in  the  whole  list  of  my  contempo- 
raries. If  we  look  to  Ireland,  the  O'Connells, 
the  Sbiels,  and  the  O'Gormans,  are  their  own 
antidotes.  The}"  may  be  safely  left  to  themselves. 
All  the  country,  every  press,  is  agreed,  as  you  see, 
upon  this.  Their  foul  mouths,  and  their  infuriate 
tempers,  and  their  ridiculous  and  self-destroying 
measures  (however  acceptable  such  things  may 
be  in  Ireland,  and  to  Roman  Catholics),  render 
all  exterior  counteraction,  among  Protestants 
and  Englishmen,  absolutely  needless.  If  the 
Anti-Emancipationists  had  any  deep-laid  scheme 
for  their  own  advantage,  none  could  be  more 
efficient  to  them,  than  that  of  employing  Messrs. 
O'Connell,  Shiel,  and  O'Gorman  in  the  Eman- 
cipation bustle.  Irish  and  Roman  Catholic  taste 
are  the  apologies  to  which  the  Morning  Chroni- 
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cle  and  Times  are  reduced,  for  reconciling  what 
we  hear,  with  that  Emancipation  which  (for 
pnrpofies  neither  Irish  nor  Roman  Catholic) 
they  nevertheless  preach ;  but,  in  passing,  I  may, 
upon  that  subject,  say,  that  I  have  a  tolerably 
conclusive  vindication  of  Irish  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholic taste  in  petto,  since  I  can  distinctly  and 
unanswerably  show,  that  the  very  grossest,  as 
well  as,  possibly,  the  most  ignorant  passage^ 
which  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the  author 
of  Evadne,  during  the  speechifyings  in  Dublin, 
is  no  other  than  a  verbal,  and  at  the  same  time 
an  emended  and  softened  plagiarism,  of  an  Eng- 
lish Protestant  Dissenter,  at  a  recent,  but  pre- 
vious meeting,  in  London ;  a  fresh  example,  too, 
you  see,  of  the  identity  of  the  political  cause 
of  our  Roman  Catholics,  and  of  our  Protestant 
Dissenters;  the  same  thoughts,  and  strings  of 
words,  regarding  our  Protestant  Establishment, 
calling  down  the  same  **  thunders  of  applause," 
in  a  Protestant  Dissenting  assembly  in  London, 
and  in  a  Roman  Catholic  assembly  in  Dublin; — 
and  a  proof  of  the  equal  loyalty !    I  use,  you 
know,  the  word  "  loyalty,"  in  the  graceless 
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IVhig  sense  ;  intending  by  it,  a  loyalty  to  oitr 
laws ;  to  our  rights  and  liberties ;  to  his  Majes- 
ty's lawful,  that  is,  Protestant  Government ;  to 
His  Majesty's  lawful  authority,  as  Head,  that  is, 
as  virtual  Chief  Bishop,  and  Temporal  Defender, 
of  our  Protestant  Established  Church  and  Faith; 
not  less  than  to — ^the  adjunct  and  sequence  of  all 
these — His  Majesty's  most  sacred  Person! 

Believing,  as  I  do,  that  Mr.  Canning  is  sincere 
and  earnest  in  his  desire  of  the  Emancipation, 
I  am  sure  that  there  is  no  man  in  the  kingdom 
to  whom,  more  than  to  him,  I  could  safely  look, 
for  a  mortifying  and  indignant  sense  of  all 
that  is  suffered  by  the  cause,  from  the  acts  and 
from  the  tongues  of  the  Dublin  Emancipators; 
and  that  what,  in  this  instance,  is  my  plea- 
sure, is  his  extreme  of  pain«  But  this,  un« 
fortunately,  is  not  quite  enough.  I  am 
obliged  to  make  the  concession,  that  I  do  think 
it  possible  for  Mr.  Canning  to  repair,  in  the 
space,  for  example,  of  not  more  than  ten  years, 
all  the  mischief  accomplishable  by  Mr.  O'Con^ 
nell  in  ten  minutes.  Opposing,  to  the  vulgarity. 
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the  book-ignorance,  and 'the  bad  temper,  of  tbcr 
Roman  Catholic  Association,  the  language  and 
the  manners  of  a  gentleman,  the  erudition  of  a 
scholar  (I  do  not  mean  in  the  classics  alone,  but 
in  politics  also),  and  the  elegant  and  seductive 
trifling  of  a  wit,  he  may  yet  find  the  means^ 
either  to  coax  us,  or  to  joke  us,  out  of  our  Con* 
stitution ;  and  even  to  throw  into  oblivion  all 
the  '*  ferocity,"  and  even  all  the  coarseness,  of 
the  Dublin  and  Roman  Catholic  appellants ! 

If,  again,  we  look  upon  our  own  side  of 
the  water,  Mr.  Cannings  is  the  only  man  to  be 
feared.  The  Broughams  and  the  M'Intoshes 
go  for  nothing.  They  are  barristers  pleading  to 
a  jury.  As  pleaders,  they  have  talent;  as 
statesmen,  they  are  nothing.  It  is  Mr.  Canning 
alone,  among  the  movers  of  the  question,  whom 
I  should  even  expect  to  understand  two* thirds 
of  such  things  as  I  have  here  written.  To  Messrs. 
Brougham  and  M'Intosh,  they  must  be  heathen 
Greek ;  so  foreign,  apparently,  to  the  habitual 
thinking  of  those  gentlemen,  is  their  imports 
For  the  remainder  of  all  the  advocates,  they  are 
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either  too  foolish,  or  too  feeble,  to  provoke  re* 
sistance.  As  to  the  hackney  "  Whigs,"  or  Op- 
position— the  men  who  formerly  would  have 
bad  us  crouch  to  the  power  of  France,  as  now 
to  the  power  of  Mr.  O'Connell — the  men  whose 
constant  sentiment  is  despair,  who  despair  for 
ever  of  the  republic — who  tremble  at  every- 
danger — and  advise  us  to  yield  to  every  sum- 
mons;— or,  not  despairing,  and  not  trembling, 
advise  submission  to  Mr.  O'Connell,  through 
the  precise  Jacobinical  (to-day  called  Liberal) 
politics,  which  dictated  their  advice  of  ^ubmis-; 
sion  to  Jacobinical  and  to  all-grasping  France;-^ 
every  one  of  those  men  is  in  his  place,  but 
Mr.  Canning  is  not  so.  The  Broughams  and 
M'Intoshes  are  just  where  men  and  gods  would 
look  for  them,  if,  by  any  chance,  they  were  in 
request  with  either.  But  Mr.  Canning  is  in- 
congruous company — a  sage  among  rope-dan-^ 
cers  and  fire-eaters — a  vestal  among  harlots ; — 
and  all  through  the  most  extraordinary,  though 
not  uncountenanced,  Constitutional  mistake! 

I  siAgle.'t>ttt  Mr.  Canning,  then,  b^h,  from 
4d 
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fe«r  and  frcMn  respect ;  and  respect,  as  I  will  add, 
both  for  Mr.  Canning  and  for  myself.  I  have 
the  vanity  to  think  that  Mr.  Canning  alone  is 
worthy  of  my  sword.  With  him  I  would  dose, 
and  see,  to  the  outrance,  which  is  to  keep  pos* 
session  of  the  ground.  His  device  should  be 
'*  Roman  Catholic  political  fratemity/'and  mine, 
''  The  Protestant  Constitution.'*  I  would  fight 
him  at  any  weapon.  I  would  stand,  at  his 
choice,  either  upon  unalterable  principle,  or 
upon  manifest  expedience;  either  upon  definite 
principle,which  commands  Roman  Catholic  Ex- 
clusion, or,  upon  the  experience  which  proves 
our  adhering  to  the  principle  to  be  practically 
needful.  I  would  rest,  at  my  ants^onist's  will, 
either  upon  the  universal  sense  of  all  man- 
kind, and  of  all  ages,  or  upon  the  particular 
institutions,  provisions,  and  experience  of 
the  country  in  which  we  live;  and  the 
experience,  if  so  asked,  should  be  the  ex- 
perience of  the  passing  hour  alone.  I  would  be 
content  to  close  up  the  whole  book  of  history, 
and  to  believe,  or  to  adduce,  nothing,  except  the 
oecurrettees  of  any  praoeding  four-«nd*twenty 
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hours ;  nay,  of  the  hour  which  is  come,  or  whioh 
is  to  follow.  At  the  momeDt  in  which  I  am 
now  writing,  the  Emancipation  presses  are 
learning,  with  amazement,  that  the  Roman  Ca^ 
tholic  policy  seeks  out,,  in  every  jpart*  upon  the 
Continent  of  Europe,  the  means  of  strengtlieoing 
the  Romati  CathoUo  Cleifgy,  and  *'  of  assuming 
the  direction  i)£ temporal  afms.'' — Strange  and 
slow-yielding  delusion,  which  hides  from  sight, 
that  the  direction  of  temporul  affitirs  is  the 
express  aiwl  appropriate  office  of  «//  religion,  and 
is  necessarily  to  operate,  in  every  civil  commii- 
nity,  either  within  the  limits  of  a  Constitutional 
medium  or  otherwise;  and  that  it  is  for  this  rea- 
son, that  all  the  institutions  of  religion  demand, 
for  the  ends  of  cioil  liberty^  so  much  tempo- 
ral superintendence,  and  that  a  particular,  and 
defined  system  of  religion  mtist  be  politically 
chosen,  established,  and  maintsdned;  that  so, 
am  religion,  or  oi»,  limited,  sjdritual  power 
alone,  shall  have  acknowledged  authority  in 
the  State ! — There  is  nothing,  too,  I  repeat  it, 
in  the  political  institutioi^  of  the  Netherlands, 
of  France,  nor  of  Spain,  to  distinguish  those 
4d2 
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countries  from  our  own,  as  to  the  means  of 
Roman  Catholicism  to  attempt  the  direction  of 
temporal  affairs,  so  soon  as  the  Emancipation 
should  take  place.  The  Roman  Catholic  Clergy 
interfere   (and  rightfully,    upon    all   Roman 
Catholic  principles) — with  temporal  affairs  {tem- 
poral affairs,  too,  sometimes  ignorantly  so  called 
— ^as,  for  example,  public  education,  a  spiritual 
affair   in   all   eyes  but   those   of    Liberals  1 ) 
in   Belgium,    France,    and    Spain;    and   Mr. 
O'Connell  informs  us,  ''  that  it  is  the  object  of 
Emancipation,"  that  the  Irish  Clergy  of  the. 
same  Church  shall  go  (where,  and  for  what 
purpose,  the  Irish  Clergy  of  the  Established 
Church  can  not  go)  into  Dublin  Castle-yard, 
to  represent  the  griefs  of  the  people ;  that  is, 
to  interfere  with,  to  dictate,  the  administration 
of  temporal  affairs  !    Is  not  all  this  as  uniform  as 
it  is  instant;  need  I,  then,  hesitate  at  meeting 
Mr.  Canning  upon  the  evidence  of  the  passing 
day;  and  have  we  not,  here,  as  I  have  said, 
and  as  in  so  many  other  examples,  the  sound 
of  the  rattle,  before  the  bite  of  the  snake  ? 
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I  have  intimated  an  opinion,  that  though  Mr. 
Canning's  present  share  in  tbeGovemment(ine8- 
timable  under  so  many  other  aspects),  might 
seem  the  curse  of  the  country  through  the  har- 
dihood with  which  it  inspires  the  partisans  of 
the  Emancipation,  yet,  it  may,  in  the  end, 
show  itself  far  otherwise,  through  the  public 
attention  which  it  must  be  its  effect  to  fix 
upon  the  true  features  of  the  extravagant  de- 
mand, and  through  the  measures  to  which  it 
may  thence  rationally  lead;  and,  in  reality, 
these  two  results  are  obviously  such  as  we  have 
a  right  to  expect  from  the  influence  of  the  cour 
juncture.  That  the  question  is  not  yet  suffici- 
ently understood,  even  by  the  greater  part  of 
those  who  meet  it  with  the  answer  due,  and 
therefore  not  yet  sufficiently  secure,  even  in 
such  well-intentioned  hands  as  theirs,  is  what  I 
think  seriously  to  be  apprehended;  and,  though 
I  should  happily  be  mistaken  upon  that  point, 
the  other  is  not  only  beyond  dispute,  but  is  the 
discovery  of  every  eye ;  namely,  that  a  present 
defeat  of  the  assailants  of  the  Constitution  makes 
no  more  than  a  small  part  of  what  we  need,  and 
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that  security  fi3T  the  future  is  the  treasure  which 
the  occasion  should  make  us  resolute  to  win. 

And  this  work  of  rigour,  though  of  health, — 
this  just  and  masculine  assertion  of  our  public^ 
and  therefore  exclusive  rights  (for  popular,  or 
public  rights,  are  rights  exclusively  of  the  peo- 
ple— of  the  Commons  of  the  Kingdom — of  the 
Citizens  of  the  State,  as  distinguished  from  mere 
dwellers  in  the  land,  and  from  mere  subjects 
of  the  King); — this  performance  of  the  duty 
imperatively  laid  upon  us,  to  be  true  to  our- 
selves,  to  our  children,  and  to  all  mankind;  — 
this  completion  of  our  Constitution  of  Govern- 
ment— this  filling  up  of  its  outline,  and  extending 
of  all  its  letter  to  all  its  spirit, — is  not  contem- 
plated by  myself  (as  you  know,  and  will  permit 
tne  torepeat),  as  proceeding  singly,  but  as  in 
company  with  others,  which  should  have,  even 
for  their  lesser  objects,  the  true  advantage  of 
Ireland,  and,  therein,  the  general  and  extensive 
increase  of  the  resources  of  the  empire.  My 
whole,  in  short,  is  a  connected  system  of  mea- 
sures, uniformly  directed,  and  uniformly  assist- 
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ing  each  other  in  the  direction,  to  advance  the 
wealth,  and  the  consequent  civilisation,  and  con- 
sequent tranquillity  of  Ireland ;  to  advance,  in 
the  same  instant  and  degree,  the  wealth  and 
consequent  civilisation,  and  trade  and  hus- 
bandry of  England ;  to  save  the  Constitution 
of  the  Kingdom ;  to  protect  its  existing  Protes- 
tantism in  general;  to  advance  the  cause  of 
Protestantism  in  general  throughout  the  British 
Islands,  and  upon  every  foreign  soil ;  to  protect 
the  Established  Protestant  Churches  of  England, 
and  Ireland,  and  of  Scotland :  to  perpetuate 
our  Whig  Government  of  Church  and  King  (at 
this  moment  threatened  upon  every  side) ;  and, 
finally,  to  maintain  and  to  advance  the  general 
cause  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty, — the  free- 
dom of  the  body  and  of  the  mind, — throughout 
the  whole  world,  and  throughout  ail  posterity. 

Meantime  (and  still,  in  grace,  to  multiply 
our  warnings ! )  a  General  Election  is  at  hand, 
in  the  events  of  which  (as  equally  in  the  trans- 
actions of  the  approaching  session  of  Parlia- 
ment) we  shall  witness,  indeed,  the  present 
disgrace  of  the  Emancipation;  but,    beyond 
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that,  we  shall  witness  also,  a  faint  specimen  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  political 
strife  among  us,  which,  were  the  Emancipation 
obtained,  would  never  cease,  nor  ever  cease  to 
aggravate  itself,  till  the  Church  of  Rome  should 
be  triumphant.     That  specimen — that  General 
Election — will  speak  with  a  loud,  though  only 
ripening  voice  ;  and  may  it  find,  upon  our  parts, 
ears  to  hear!    Baby  Liberals  and  Ministers  of 
State  will  cry,"Look  at  Protestantand  Christian 
bigotry ; "  but  the  scorners  of  Liberals,  and  the 
teachers  of  Ministers  of  State,  will  more  wisely 
solicit  our  attention,  to  (one  only,  however,  of 
the  many  considerations  of  the  case)  the  ine- 
vitable tendency  of  religious  disagreement,  to 
the  production  of  civil  discord ;  and,  "Admire," 
they  will  say,  '*the  wisdom  of  all  countries, 
and  of  all  ages,  which  has  united  in  the  same 
political  community,  only  those,  who,  however 
born,  are  already  united  in  religious  community 
< — ^that  first  and  least  dispensable  element  of  all 
civil  association ;  or,  those,  who,  more  strictly 
speaking,  can  be  said,  and  can  be  made,  to 
exist  in  civil  community,  only  because  of  their 
community  religious !     Admire,  in  a  word,  that 
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profiindity  of  wisdom,  and  that  exquisiteness 
of  art,  which  all  but  conceals  all  art,  and  which 
leaves  the  dim-sighted  and  the  thoughtless  to 
perstiade  themselves,  both  that  no  art  produces 
what  they  behold,  and  that  none  is  required  for 
its  preservation ;  that  leaves  them^  for  the  very 
reason  that  the  civil  exclusion,  of  those  who 
impugn  the  religion  of  the  State,  preserves  the 
State  in  religious  calm,  to  imagine,  amid  their 
vacant  gaze,  that  the  calm  makes  needless  the 
exclusion;  and  to  believe,  that  the  change, 
effected  and  maintained  in  the  condition  of  civil 
society  by  the  wisdom  of  human  laws,  is^  in 
reality,  a  change  effected  and  rendered  perma* 
nent  in  human  nature !  — As  reasonably,  "will  they 
add,  "  might  the  traveller  over  Russian  snows, 
first  array  himself  in  fur,  for  protection  against 
the  cold,  and,  when  thus  made  warm,  throw 
away  his  garment,  in  the  belief  that  he  would 
be  equally  warm  without  it; — that  is,  in  the 
Relief,  that  a  permanent  change  had  been  wrou  ght 
in  his  body,  instead  of  a  temporary  and  remov- 
able change  only,  in  that  with  which  his  body 
is  covered  and  defended  ! " 
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And  is  Mr.  Canning,  like  so  many  othenif 
the  dupe  of  all  that  ignorance  of  first  principles 
which  distinguishes  the  *'  enlightened"  of  the 
age  ?  Is  Mr.  Canning  at  a  loss  to  understand, 
that  community  of  religion  is  the  first  condi* 
tion  upon  which  all  other  civil  community  must 
be  founded ;  and  that,  without  religious  com. 
munity,  there  can  be  no  civil  community  what- 
ever? Is  Mr.  Canning  an  echoer  of  the 
wretched  quintessence  of  political  folly,  now- 
a-days  to  be  found  in  every  one's  mouth,  that 
''  religion  has  nothing  to  do  with  politics  ?"  Is 
Mr.  Canning  still  to  learn,  that  a  religion,  of 
some  form  or  other,  is  the  first  necessity  of  a 
State;  and  uniformity  of  religion,  as  to  the 
power  to  be  exercised  in  a  State,  its  only  de- 
pendence for  civil  tranquillity?  Does  Mr. 
Canning  believe  that  men  have  grown  incapa^^ 
ble  of  cutting  throats  for  the  sake  of  religion; 
or,  with  Lord  Calthorpe,  that  Pagan  antiquity 
affords  a  contrast  to  modern  scenes  of  religious 
division;  or,  yfith  the  ladyVgentlewomen  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament,  that  religion  is 
a  speculative  science,   inoperative  upon   the 
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affairs  of  men  and  of  nations  ?  Alas^!  I  happen 
to  have  laid  my  hand  upon  the  Elements  of 
General  History ;  and,  see,  here,  a  specimen  of 
the  passages  which  I  collect  in  a  few  moments, 
from  the  pen  ofa  writer  engaged  in  no  argument 
of  the  kind,  and  yet  contradictory  of  all  similar 
trash,  and  con  tributive  to  the  support  ofa  propo- 
sition which  I  can  never  assert  with  too  much 
confidence ;  namely,  that  the  wisdom  of  all  man- 
kind, and  all  that  deserves,  and,  upon  general 
occasions,  all  that  receives  the  name,  either  of 
sense  or  of  learning,  is  in  direct  opposition  to 
every  thing  that  falls  from  the  lips  of  our  "  en- 
lightened public !" 

"The  persecution,"  says  my  author,  "which 
the  Christians  underwent  from  the  Romans, 
has  been  deemed  an  exception  to  that  spirit  of 
toleration  which  they  showed  to  the  religions 
of  other  nations ;  but  they  were  tolerating  only  to 
those  whose  theologies' were  not  hostile  to  their  own. 
The  religion  of  the  Romans  was  interwoven  with 
their  political  Constitution.  The  zeal  of  the  Chris- 
tioHS,  aiming  at  the  suppression  of  ail  idolatry, 
was  not  unnaturally  regarded  as  dangerous  to 
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the  State ;  and,  hence,  they  vnexe  the  object  of 
hatred  and  persecution." 

Of  the  persecution  of  Pagans,  at  a  some^ 
what  later  period  of  Roman  history,  another 
writer  expresses  himself  thus :  ''As  the  Chris- 
tians had  formerly  been  persecuted,  they,  in 
their  turn,  became  persecutors.  The  gods  of 
Rome  were  publicly  insulted,  &c.  The  most 
dreadful  afiimosities  arose.  ,The  Pagans  accused 
the  Christians  of  all  their  misfortunes ;  they 
rejoiced  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  calamities 
[how  like  the  language  of  the  Dublin  Associa- 
tion !]  as  if  the  gods  had  come  in  person  to  take 
vengeance  on  the  destroyers  of  their  altars; 
while  the  Christians  affirmed  that  the  remains 
of  Paganism  alone  had  drawn  down  the  wrath 
of  Omnipotence.  Both  parties  were  more 
occupied  about  their  religious  disputes,  than 
their  common  safety.'' — In  reality,  the  great 
truth  is,  that  by  far  the  larger  share  of  what 
are  called  religious  persecutions,  have  had  for 
their  cause,  the  temporal  evils,  the  civil  disorders, 
which  the  persecuted  party  has  first  brought  upon 
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the  State  in  which  it  was  rife.  When  the 
Lollards  were  persecuted  in  England,  was  it  for 
their  religious  opinions  only,  and  not  for  their 
temporal  offences  ?  Was  it  not  the  boast  of 
th^ir  leaders,  that  they  would  make  priests'- 
heads  as  plenty  as  sheep  Vheads — ten  a  penny  ? 
And  what  is  the  practical  operation  of  the  specu^ 
lative  tenets  of  Southcottianism,  but,  that  their 
professors  have  parcelled  ont  the  farms  and 
mansions  of  the  country  among  themselves, 
and  wait,  for  ousting  the  present  occupants, 
and  for  putting  themselves  into  their  places — 
only  **  until  Shiloh  come  ?" 

But,  to  turn  to  my  first  author,  what  is  it 
that  he  says,  concerning  the  diverse  religions 
of.  Egypt? — '*  The  objects  of  the  religious  wor- 
ship were  different  in  different  parts  of  the 
kingdom;  a  fertile  source  of  division  and  contra- 
versyS' 

The  kings  of  Egypt  and  of  Rome  had  the 
care  of  religion.  In  Druidical  Britain,  the 
Druidical  system  *'  pervaded  every  department 
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of  the  State/'  and  supplied  the  country  with 
its  "laws." 

"The  theology  of  the  Scandinavians/'  says 
the  same  writer^  "was  most  intimately  con- 
nected with  their  manners.'' — Now,  the  "  man- 
ners" of  a  people  should  be  the  foundation  of 
their  laws,  and  their  laws  of  their  government ; 
and  this  is  the  chain  between  a  national  theo^ 
logy  and  a  national  government ! 

"  These  notions  had  a  wonderful  effect  on  the 
national  manners^  and  on  the  conduct  of  indivi- 
duals ;" — both,  the  immediate  concern  of  laws, 
government  and  politics  ! 

*'  Their  bodily  frame,  &c.  and  taught  by  their 
religion,  that,  S^c.  how  could  a  race  of  men,  so 
characterised,  fail  to  be  the  conquerors  of  the 
world  f    More  religion  and  politics ! 

But,  to  Wring  the  question  still  nearer, 
listen  to  the  same  authority,  upon  the  political 
bearings  of  the  different  forms  of  Church  go- 
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vernmeDt :  '*  It  is  an  opinion/'  says  he,  *l  that  our 
Saviour  and  his  apostles,  confining  their  pre-^ 
cepts  to  the  pure  doctrines  of  religion,  have 
left  all  Christian  societies  to  regulate  their 
frame  and  government  in  the  manner  best 
suited  to  the  Civil  Constitution  of  the  countr]^ 
in  which  they  are  established." — Such,  then, 
is  the  connection  ordinarily  believed  to  exist 
betv^een  **  politics  and  religion ;"  and  such  the 
suggestion  of  a  requisite  conformity  of  the 
principles  of  the  Church  government  of  a  coun- 
try, with  the  principles  of  its  Civil  govern- 
ment !  The  converse,  of  course,  is  equally  true. 
The  principles  of  the  Civil  government  of  a 
country,  must  correspond  with  those  of  the 
Church  govesnment.  The  mod  em  form  of 
government  of  this  kingdom  corresponds  only 
with  the  principles  of  the  Reformation.  Re- 
store the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  or  (what  is 
the  same  thing,  and,  therefore,  so  much  the 
more  disastrously,  though  doing  it,  at  firsts 
only  by  halves),  admit  the  professors  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  religion  into  power  and  influ*^ 
ence  in  the  State,  and  you  must  part  with  your 
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modern  Constitution  of  1688,  as  ''too  good  for 
you."  The  two  things  can  by  no  pasaUnlity 
subsist  together.  I  repeat  it,  that  the  pretended 
wisdom  of  our  **  enlightened"  sets  at  defiance 
all  that  ever  was  esteemed  either  learned  or 
rational  among  all  mankind  before  them,  and 
seepns  fully  to  bear  out  the  sentence  of  the 
censor : 


**  One  rooted  error  bottoms  erery  sect, 
Bardling,  or  Saint — 'tis  Learning's  proad  neglect!''  * 


I  have  spoken,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Postscript,  of  the  date  of  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber, but  I  have  delayed  its  conclusion  till 
the  New  Year  has  dawned  upon  us;  and 
now,  as  I  am  finally  about  to  fold  up  my  paper«  • 
the  Courier  contains  a  Roman  Catholic  docu- 
ment, supported  by  a  few  just  observations, 
so  important,  in  a  great  variety  of  bearings,  to 
the  practical  view  of  our  question,  that  I  forward 
it  to  you,  in  company  with  my  packet. 
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The  argument  derivable  from  the  conduct  of 
particular  persons  of  the  Roman  Catholic  per- 
suasion^  nor  even  that  from  the  falsehood  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  doctrine,  nor  from  the  vices, 
either  general  or  particular,  of  the  operation 
of  that  doctrine,  are  not,  as  you  fully  know, 
either  to  my  taste,  or  such  as  I  deem  the  most 
politically  conclusive.  With  me,  it  is  at  once 
sufficient,  and,  at  the  same  time,  most  of  all 
satisfactory  and  imperative,  that,  in  England, 
Roman  Catholicism,  whatever  may  be  its  merits 
or  its  demerits,  is  not  the  religion  of  the  State. 
For  myself,  I  have  scarcely  a  curiosity  to  look 
an  inch  beyond  that  proposition ;  but  the  tale, 
which  you  are  now  to  read,  suggests,  in  so 
strong  a  manner,  two  or  three  considerations, 
directly  to  my  immediate  purpose,  that,  besides 
inviting  your  own  reflections  to  others,  I  cannot 
deny  myself  the  advantage  of  particularising 
these. 

The  inquiry,  which  the  features  press  upon 
the  Protestant  subjects  of  this  kingdom,  is  this, 
whether  they  will  consent  to  any  measure  which 
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tends,  Dot  alone  to  give  to  an  ecclesiastical 
institution,  capable,  through  the  peculiar  nature 
of  its  institution,  of  similar  disorders,  the  means 
of  re-establishing  itself  among  them,  or  of  dis- 
turbing them  with  its  struggles  for  that  re-estab- 
lishment ;  but,  also,  whether  they  will  consent 
to  any  measure,  tending  to  the  encouragement 
jsnd  perpetuation  of  such  a  system  ? 

The  inquiry,  at  the  same  time,  here  (^eced 
to  Roman  Catholics,  is  this ;  whether,  in  point 
49f  fact,  the  religious  faith,  upon  which  this 
system  of  priesthood  is  founded,  is  really  the 
Christian  faith?  It  is  the  practice,  with  some, 
to  speak  of  the  Roman  Catholic  religion  as 
separable  from  the  Pope  of  Rome ;  but  I  have 
talked  with  Roman  Catholics  who  have  betrayed 
(what  may  easily  be  credited)  a  considerable 
share  of  anxiety  to  separate  their  faith  from 
their  priesthood:  **Our  religion,"  they  have 
said,  ''  is  good  enough,  but  we  want  educa- 
tion,— pepple  and  clergy;'  and,  by  education 
they  have  had  the  good  sense  to  mean  (not 
what  a  ''  London  University"  wonld  mean — an 
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education  in  arts  and  sciences  only,  but)  an 
education  in  manners,  morals, — the  decencies, 
the  decorums,  and  the  graces  of  daily  life;  and 
they  have  voluntarially  gone  on  (for  I  have 
asked  no  questions)  to  give  me  (though  not 
without  reserve)  to  understand,  that  their  clergy 
were  sometimes  rather  a  burden  upon  their 
faith— « rather   a   tax   upon  its  enjoyments;*^ 
nuisances,  in  short,  in  families, — presuming, 
domineering,  brutal, — trespassers,  by  right,  as 
it  were,  of  their  sacerdotal  superiority — against 
the  ordinary  rules  of  polished  and  even  decent 
life.   I  have  said,  in  a  former  Letter,  that,  under 
iieivourable  circumstances,  we  should  be  in  no 
want  of  complaints  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
people  against  their  clergy,  any  more  than  of 
those  of  the  clergy  against  the  people ;  and  the 
disclosures  now  before  you  will  give  probabi- 
lity to  my  observation.    But,  what  is  it  which 
gives  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  an  ofBce  thus 
capable  of  abuse  ? — ^The  system  of  penance — 
whence  the  systems  of  confession  and  of  pur- 
gatory;—a   body    of  doctrine,    in   short,    in 
express  and  direct  contradiction  to  the  funda- 
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mental  and  esseDtial   doctrine  of  that  Jesus 
Christ  whom  Roman  Catholics  declare  it  to  be 
their  intention    to  follow!    In   reality,   it  is 
Roman  Catholics  who  should  inquire  into  the 
soundness  of  that  faith  which  draws  with  it  so 
unsound  a  system  of  priesthood ;  and  the  tale 
before  you,  even  under  this  aspect,  may  not  be 
without  its  influence.   It  is  remarked,  that  most 
of  the  revolutions  of  ancient  Rome  originated 
with  womett.    The  rape  of  Lucretia  overthrew 
the  monarchy;  the  conspiracy  against  Virginia, 
the  decemvirate;    and  the  emulation  of  the 
daughter  of  Fabius  Ambustus,  the  last  barrier 
between  the  plebeians  and  patricians.     The 
observation  extends  itself  far  wider  than  to 
Rome ;  and,  for  one  example,  insults  to  women 
have  bred  insurrections  in  England.     But  the 
Church  of  Rome  has  already  suffered  froib  the 
same  source ;  for,  the  licentiousness  of  its  clergy 
and  monasteries  contributed  much  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Reformation.     Will  the  exposure  of 
this  Irish  Roman  Catholic  licentiousness  make 
no  impression,  then,  upon  British  Roman  Ca- 
tholics ;  or;  at  the  least,  will  it  do  nothing  for 
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alienating  British  Protestants  from  the  Eman- 
cipation ? 

But  the  point  of  view  which  I  most  value* 
remains.  I  have  shown  a  disposition  to  speak 
kindly  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy,  and  I  do 
not  retract  a  syllable.  Roman  Catholicism, 
too,  has  many  and  great  beauties,  amid  all  its 
vices — I  do  not  mean  of  persons,  but  of  insti- 
tutions. The  ministry  of  religion,  of  all  deno- 
minations, is  occasionally  disgraced  by  the 
conduct  of  its  performers ;  but  (other  things 
overlooked)  the  circumstance  in  this  tale,  to  fix 
the  eyes  of  an  English  politician,  is  the  follow- 
ing : — If  priest  and  bishop  had  been  thus  im- 
plicated in  our  own  Church,  Parliament  would 
have  been  the  public  resort.  Lords  Holland 
and  King,  and  a  few  more,  would  have  filled  the 
walls  with  outcry.  But  Parliament  can  have 
nothing  to  say,  as  to  Roman  Catholic  clergy- 
men, any  more  than  as  to  Dissenting ;  and  yet 
Messrs.  Canning,  O'Connell,  Brougham,  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  and  some  three  hundred  of  our 
other  representatives  (how  many  of  them  will 
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be  continued  such  ?)  would  give  that  clergy — • 
I  do  not  say,  thus  vicious, — but  thus  out  of  the 
reach  of  English  law  and  government, — a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  of  money  per  annum  for  its 
maintenance ;  and  imagine,  my  dearest  friend, 
the  confusion  into  which  we  should  be  thrown, 
if  a  House  of  Commons,  presuming  upon  that 
grant,  and  indulging  in  the  English  propensity 
to  catechise  those  who  receive  public  money, 
should  ever  venture  to  attempt  proceedings  in 
any  similar  afiiair !  A ''  human  Church,"  a  Church 
under  temporal  government,  is  the  specific 
abhorrence  of  Bossuet  and  the  British  Roman 
Catholics,  *^s  equally  so  of  Dissenters ;  and  yet 
a  "  human  Church'*  is  the  special  demand  of 
our  Whig  Constitution  of  Government ;  and  so 
much  for  the  ^'  regulation  of  the  frame  and  go- 
vernment of  Christian  societies  in  the  manner 
best  suited  to  the  Civil  Constitutions  of  the 
countries  in  which  they  are  established!" 
The  public,  or  political  right,  to  investigate  such 
transactions  as  those  described  in  the  document 
before  you,  would  be  the  first  thing  to  enter 
into  the  heads  of  every  individual  of  the  public 
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— the  people — of  England ;  and  yet  Earl  Piftz- 
William^  and  similar  phantoms  of  legislators^ 
tell  us,  "  that  politics  have  nothing  to  do  with 
religion!"  The  public  right  would  be  dis-* 
tinctly  denied  by  Roman  Catholics; — and  3ret 
it  is  pretended  that  Roman  Catholics  ought  to 
be  counted  among  the  public — the  people — of  this 
kingdom ;  and  that,  as  to  all  political  matters, 
as  to  all  matters  of  public  liberty — nay,  (as  says 
Earl  Fitzwilliam)  as  to  all  essential  matters  of 
religion — Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants  think 
and  act  precisely  alike!  What  a  delightful  scene 
for  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Hume,  with 
careful  advertence  of  the  quarter  of  a  million^ 
moving  the  House  to  inquire  into  the  history 
of  an  offending  Roman  Catholic  priest,  and 
Mr.  Brougham  '^  imploring"  HonouraUe  Greii- 
tlemen  to  pause,  before  they  attempt  to  trifle 
with  the  privileges  of  the  Holy  Roman  Catholie 
Apostolic  Church!  Where,  in  a  word,  shall  our 
contempt  find  limits; — is  this  what  Mr.  Canniog 
would  call  "working  well ;"— and  is  it  no  national 
disgrace,  that  our  soil,  or,  more  properly,  owT 
culture  and  knowledge,  afflict  us  with  the  pro*** 
duction  of  such  would-be  legtsIai^rB^sodi  strdn- 
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gers  to  all  first  principles ! — What  pity,  that 
there  should  be  any  of  us  still  in  need  of  teach- 
ing the  difference  between  lawyers  and  legis- 
lators, and  between  legislators  and  statesmen ; 
— that  the  same  men  may  be  very  well 
qualified  for  one  occupation,  and  yet  wholly 
unprepared  for  another;  and  that  so  large  a 
proportion  of  our  nobility  and  gentry  (granting 
them  honest)  are  so  pitiably  ignorant,  and  so 
near  a-kin  to  that  ancient  ''noblesse"  of  France, 
which  amid  all  its  personal  and  social  ac- 
complishments, lost  (as  archives  establish)  their 
Parliamentary  seats,  and  all  political  office  and 
consideration,  upon  the  declared  account  of 
their  want  of  attainments  and  capacity  for 
public  business ! — Exclusive  of  the  arts  and  of 
the  physical  sciences,  the  feature  of  the  age  is 
talent,  but  not  knowledge.  We  have  abundance 
of  history  (history,  in  the  mean  time,  falsified, 
not  more  by  errors  and  deficiencies  of  the  re- 
cords, than  by  our  own  false  inferences),  but 
very  little  philosophy.  We  are  informed  of/acts, 
but  not  o(  prmciples.  We  cultivate  our  imagi- 
nation, our  memory,  our  feelings^  and  our  taste; 
— but  not  our  judgment. 
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"  '  MODERN'  POPERY. 

"  TO  THE  RIGHT  REV.  DR. ROMAN 

CATHOLIC  BISHOP  OF . 

''  My  Lord, — It  is  now  six  montlis  since  I  brought 

a  charge  against  one  of  yonr  Clergy,  the  Rev. ,  for 

having  attempted  to  seduce  my  wife, (otherwise 

)» to  commit  the  crime  of  adultery  with  him,  in  my 
own  house,  under  the  same  roof  with  me  and  my  nine 
children,  wkUe  the  wa$  on  her  knea  at  cm^k$d(m  to  him,  in 
an  inner  room.  Received  by  me  in  the  most  hospitable 
manner,  utterly  unsuspected  of  the  debility  of  his  harbour- 
ing the  thought  of  such  an  act,  and  domesticated  as  he 
often  had  been  at  my  fire-side,  I  could  not  give  credence, 
even  to  a  faithful  and  affectionate  wife,  when  she  first  dis* 
closed  the  offered  wrong  to  me :  and  it  was  not  nntil  it  had 
been  offered  a  third  time,  and  even  in  my  view,  though  UMr 
seen  by  him,  that  I  could  believe  human  nature  capable  of 
such  an  act  My  wife  and  I  waited  on  yon  at  your  Con- 
ference in ,  last  May,  and  ihere  stated  to  yon  the 

particulars  of  this  disgraceful  transaction,  in  the  presence 
of  the  accused  person.    He  aekmmMlged  the  truih  of  our 
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aUegoHom  againii  him — ^that  he  had  used  questionable  free- 
doms with  my  wife,  but  attempted  tojtutify  his  having  asked 
to  kiss  heTf  on  the  grounds  of  his  tvishing  to  afford  her  a 
testimony  of  his  approval  of  her  geaifor  the  Catholic  Religion. 
I  then,  asked  him,  why  did  he  say  to  my  wife,  on  ob«  of 
ihese  occasions,  that  he  was  too  fond  of  her ;  and  he  re- 
plied, in  your  hearing,  that  it  was  for  her  being  so  religious 
a  womaii,  and  on  account  of  her  attention  to  Ikimas  a  Priest 
TUs  explanation  however,  seeoMd  to  be  quite  as  unsaitis- 
ftctoTj  to  yeuf  Lovdship*  as  it  really  was  to  iw«  Yam  Udd 
me  in  his  presence  that  he  had  no  right  to  Krss  my  wife,  or 
any  other  woman,  and  that  his  conduct  in  my  hooae,  to 
which  he  had  been  hospitably  admitted,  had  been  quite 

wi^yUible.     Mn —  ^Aeii  implored  «y  compmskm 

191011  Ami,  and  said  that,  ii  I  would  not  expose  bias,  he 
wbuld  take  his  oath,  thait  he  would  leare  the  country  for  ever, 
and  go  to  New  York.  You  then  remoyed  him  to  the 
Parish  of  '  ■■ ,  as  It  was  generally  supposed,  fir  tke 
hmefltofhishmUk;  and,  in  his  place,  sentliie!Rer« — ^-^-^ 
.  (aaother  Priest,  of  the  same  surname  wiHi  iBbit  former,  and 
wfaott  w«  riiall  caU  the  ^  locnm^tenefts  Priest"),  wtio^  I 
utidersnimd,  would  have  b^n  left  longer  here,  b«t  Ibr  tiM 

vidiifty  ef  the ,  of       ■  ■  ■,  in  the  Parish  of  

(isertsin  Romitn  C«tholie'  Ihmilte  who,  il^  would  appearj 
had  BuifeMd  some  rfmiiw  injiiries);  «ad  thereby^  mitfds 
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ANOTHER— TALB,  bot  /  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  w3I 
confine  myself  to  my  own  grievance.  Here  would  the 
matter  have  rested  for  ever,  had  the  man,  who  thus  requited 
my  attachment  to  our  Church,  and  my  hospitality  to  himself, 

in  so  unworthy  a  manner,  remained  in ,  or  gone, 

as  it  was  reported,  to  be  Bishop  of  New  York. — Descended 
firom  an  ancient  Catholic  family,  whose  hereditary  pride 
was  to  entertain  their  Clergy — and  married  into  a  family 

still  more  ancient,  and  more  Catholic,  if  possible,  (the 

of  the  county  of ),  neither  my  wife  nor  I  would  wil- 
lingly bring  shame  on  an  entire  Church,  for  the  delinquency 
of  kn  individual ;  and,  however  our  feelings  had  been  out- 
raged, you  should  never  hare  had  another  complaint  from 
us,  had  not  this  man  had  the  matchless  efirontery  to  come 
back,  in  two  short  months  afterwards,  to  the  triumphant 
justification  of  himself,  and  to  the  utmost  peril  of  our  sub- 
stance and  lives,  by  the  prejudice  which  his  advocates  have 
had  the  address  to  raise  against  us,  among  the  country 
people,  as  malicious  calumniators — as  Heretics  in  disguise^ 
and  the  accusers  of  an  innocent  man ! — Mr.  *    ,  who 

is  now  as  busily  employed,  as  ever  he  was,  in  hearing  confes- 
sions, and  preaching  on  celibacy,  alleges,  that  my  wife  and 
I  are  both   devils,  the  fabricators  of  a  cruel  calumny 

against  him  I    This  he  told  to  my  own  brother-in-law, , 

of  the  ,  in  this  Parish  of  -  ;  and,  when  — — • 
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reproved  him  for  wbal  he  had  attempted,  and  still  more  for 
his  inveterate  language  against  injured  and  insulted  people, 
he  replied,  that  the  whole  of  this  had  arisen  in  consequence 
of  his  having  relmked  me  for  being  a  Sibbmman,  and  com- 
pelling me  to  quit  that  society.  Now,  my  Lord,  /  never 
w$  a  RtMowium,  although  my  zeal  for  my  Church,  more 
than  once  laid  me  under  the  suspicion  of  being  one ;  and,  if  I 
really  were  one,  and  had  confessed  it  to  Mr.  ,  he 

ought  not  to  have  revealed  the  confession.  The  conse- 
quence, of  his  having  thus  calumniated  me,  was  what  might 
have  been  naturally  expected; — we  went  immediately  to 

■  ■  ■■     ,  Esq.  (one  of  the  most  respectable  Magistrates 

in  Ireland),  and  made  a  written  deposition  before  him,  as  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  of  the  whole  transaction,  from  begin- 
ning* to  end.  Mr.  — '— ^  sent  for  the  accused  person, 
and  for  the  Rev.  ,  who  had  remained  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, after  the  return  of  his  namesake ;  and  he  also  sent 
for  my  maternal  uncle,  the  Rev.  >,  parish  Priest  of 
,  as  a  proper  person  to  have  justice  done  to  both 


parties.    Mr.  (the  accused  Priest)  wm  tn  ike 

town,  Imi  didnot  tkmk  proper  to  come  forward.  My  wife 
then  swore,  upon  the  Holy  Evangelists,  all  that  she  thought 
she  ought,  in  decency  and  prudence,  to  reveal,  of  what  had 
occurred,  reserving  for  your  Lordship's  ear,  what  her  attach- 
ment to  the  religion  of  her  fathers  pvevented  her  from  dis- 
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closing  to  die  Magistrate ;  and  tlie  Rey.  ■    (the  name^ 

sake  locum-tenens  Priest)  s<deiiiidy  promisedv  ia  the  preseaoe 

of  Mr. •  (the  Magistrate^  and  my  ReT-  17iiele»  that 

he  would  go  to  oar  Parish  Chapel,  in ,  and  there  pab- 

jicly  inform  the  congregation,  that  no  bltme  whatever  at-' 
taehed  to  me.  I  was  not  satisfied  with  iUs,  but  required  that 
he  should  inform  them  of  the  whole  of  the  circumstance^  that 
the  public  should  not  continue  to  suppose,  that  my  wife  and 
I  had  been  guilty  of  the  heinous  act,  of  making  a  groundless 
accusation  against  a  Clergyman.  This  Mr.  —  thought 
would  be  too  much  for  me  to  require,  though  I  thought,  and 

still  do  think  otherwise.    Mr. (the  locum-tenens) 

then  returned  to  his  charge  at ,  and  left  kU  nametake 

Jkl^  rekuiaied  m  Am  office,  a$  oar  ParnkPrieU,  at 

and  not  onfy  here,  but  in  the  a^ommg  Pariehee  of , 


,  ;  and ,  four  more  Parishes!^  No 

explanation  whateyer,  not  eyen  the  ambiguous  one  stipulated 

for  before  Mr. ,  was  made  from  the  Altar  at . ; 

and  Mr. ,  not  contented  to  let  the  matter  pass  into 

obliyion,  again  renewed  his  calunmy,  that  the  complaint 
made  by  me  and  my  wife  against  him,  had  been  found  to  be 
groundless,  and  that  it  originated  in  malice.  Upon  this 
triumph  of  the  Priest,  which  was  attended  with  serious  oon* 
sequences  to  us,  as  to  our.  estimation,  with  the  neighbours  of 
eyery   creed,  my    wife,  with  her  father  Mr. ,    of 
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^  in  the  Pftrish  of  — — ^  went  with  bm  to  — -,  and 

w^ted  u(KA  your  Lordship»  at  jour  house  in atreet» 

where  we  stated  the  hardships  of  oar  case — ^held  up  as  wo 
were  to  the  detestation  of  the  public^  as  the  cruel  and  mali- 
cioiis  accusers  of  an  innocent  man^  for  an  act  of  justice  to 
oursejivesy  in  which  the  honour  of  one  Church  was  deeply  ia« 
▼olyed*     A|y  wife»  toM  you^  my  Lord,  what  her  regard  for 
the  Catholic  Religion  induced  her  to  conceal  from  Mr.  -«-^ 
(the  fiagistrate).    She  informed  you«  with  a  blush  on  her 
cheek,  not  for  herself,  but  for  her  Church,  that  one,  and  the 
first,  of  these  execrable  attempts  to  seduce  her  into  the  act  of 
aduUery  had  been  made  if7At7e  tAefoos  MjNm  her  kmp  ^  etmr 
fiiiion.  She  also  told  you,  in  the  preseuce  of  her  father  and 
her  husband,  what^she  had  with-held  from  the  knowledge  of 
a  Protestant  Magistrat^^— that  one  of  the  arguments,  used  by 
the  Priest,  to  induce  her  to  comply  with  his  unlawful  desires, 
was.  That  she,  being  pregnant,  would  not  inflkt  upon  me  the 
wrong  of  maintaining  an  illegitimate  child,  by  admitting 
HIM  to  her  BMBRACfis,  while  her  compliance  with  his  de- 
sires'—while it  would  do  no  injury  to  any  human  being, 
would  probably  be  the  means  of  keeping  him  from  using  a 
similar  freedom  with  an  unmarried  woman,  whose  subsequent 
pregnancy  might  bring  disgrace  and  ruin  upon  two  pecsons. 
Her  aged  father  burst  into  tears,  at  witnessing  that  melan- 
choly scene,  and  earnestly  implored  your  Lordship  not  to 
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suffer  ihid  man  to  renaiD  there  any  longer;  and  I  addady 

that  although  Mr. had  bound  lue  over  to  keep  the 

^  peace,  I  could  not  answer  for  his  personal  safety,  if  he 
should  erer  come  in  my  way  again,  under  any  snspieioas 
circumstances.  These  arguments,  for  a  moment,  seemed  to 
bear  some  weight  with  you  ;  and  you  will  confess,  that  in 
times  like  the  present,  they  deserve  attention,  and  ought  to 
have  effected  the  removal  ofUiis  man,  if  not  from  the  Church, 
at  least  from  a  neighbourhood  in  which  he  had  laid  himself 
so  open  to  censure,  not  only  upon  my  account,  but  also 
upon  that  of  otbtn.  Such  treatment  as  we  have  got,  is  not 
to  be  endured — and  you  seemed  to  think  so  yourself,  when 
you  promised  you  would  remove  this  man  from  us.  You 
observed,  however,  at  the  same  time,  that  as  he  had  not 
wiugi  tojhff  he  required  some  little  time  to  make  ready  for 
the  journey,  and  so  far  from  advising  him  to  stay  where  he 
was,  you  told  us  you  would  give  htm  every  eMcwagemmtf 
to  remove  to  another  Parish.  I  observed,  that  in  doing  so, 
you  might  probably  become  (he  author  of  sin,  by  impatmg 
kirn  upon  iirangers,  who  might  with  less  good  fortune  than 
we  had,  prove  as  unsuspicious  of  him  as  we  had  been.  You 
then  asked  me,  m  cm^er,  Would  I  presume  to  demand  from 
you  what  yt>u  intended  to  do  with  the  man,  or  would  I  not 
leave  the  consideration  of  the  case  to  the  Chmreh,  the  sole 
judge  and  arbitress  of  such  matters.  Upon  this,  we  departed, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1168 

in  hope  of  his  immediate  removal ;  hut,  though  he  has  not 
yet  yentured  to  meet  the  Congregation  at  — ^. ;  (the 
Chapel  attended  by  his  accusers)  and  has  his  duty  done  by  ^ 
a  Corate,  he  is  our  Parish  Priest  still,  and  it  being  but  a 
very  few  weeks  since  another  of  your  Priests  gave  heinous 
offence  to  morality,  m  a  rimUar  way,  1  beg  leave  most 
humbly  to  submit  to  your  Lordship's  consideration  the  ^  ne- 
cessity of  a  thorough  investigation  of  this  matter ;  and  that 
you  will,  by  some  public  declaration  of  your  opinion  upon 
it»  rescue  me  and  my  innocent  wife  from  a  heavy  imputation, 
or  this  ecclesiastic  from  thatof  being  an  unpro6table  servant- 
The  original  of  my  wife's  deposition  remains  in  the  office  of 
Mr.  ■    (the  Magistrate),  and  1  am  ready  to  testify 

upon  oath  the  correctness  of  what  is  stated  in  this  letter. 
I  remain,  my  Lord,  your  obedient  servant,  > 


Dec.  14, 1826. 

**  P.  S*  My  sole  object  in  the  publication  of  this  Letter  is 
to  procure  such  an  investigation  of  the  whole  affair,  as  will 
show  to  the  world  who  is  the  injured  party ;  that  is,  whether 
my  wife  and  myself  are  calumniators,  or  whether  Mr. 
,  under  (he  guise  of  religion,  is  an  abandoned  charac- 
ter, and  of  course  unfit  for  his  sacred  calling.  Your  Lord- 
ship is  aware  from  what  my  wife  has  stated  to  you,  that  it^ 
was  not  once  only  that  the  attempt  was  made  ;  and  Your 
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tiordskip  kaow8»  that  1  saw  one  of  the  attempts  through  my 
parlour-window^  as  1  was  returning  at  night  from  the  cow- 
house ;  and  that  the  hypocrite,  when  he  heard  me  coming, 
took  up  his  BremarytprBtendmg  to  be  employed  in  an  act  of 
devoHoH 


BY   TH£   EDITOR   OP   THE  COURIER. 

**  We  publish,  to.day,  an  extraordinary,  an  instructive, 
and  a  most  revqlting  statement,  under  the  title  of  *  Mo- 
dern Popery/  It  is  not  necessary  we  should  recapitulate 
here  the  shocking  details  ;  but  they  are  calculated  to  excite 
deep  and  serious  reflections,  when  we  recollect  what  has 
iiitherto  been  the  great  argument  of  the  advocates  of  Catho- 
lic Emancipation — that  we  must  not  estimate  the  principles 
and  practices  of  Popery  in  the  present  day,  by  its  corrup- 
tions and  abuses  of  former  ages.  Yet,  what  a  similitude 
does  the  case,  we  now  make  public,  bear  to  those  enormities 
which  furnished  a  fruitful  but  melancholy  theme  to  the  moral 
satirists  of  Italy  and  France,  during  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth, 
and  seventeenth  centuries.  It  is  horrible  to  reflect  that  such 
crimes  can  be  meditated — ^and,  though  not  in  this  instance, 
yet  in  too  many  others,  perpetrated — under  the  mask,  and 
by  the  influence,  of  religion.     We  have  the  names,  and 

residences,  of  all  the  parties  mentioned,  in  the  document 
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refened  to,  but,  for  the  pves^t,  ^ebar^  judged  it  ( 
dieot  to  •appreu  them*    Tbo  staleiMat  i«  addreMod  to  one 
of  the  most  dUtinguished  of  the  Catholic  Bishops* 

^<  Let  U8»  however,  for  a  momenti  contrast  the  conduct 
of  this  Priest — always  rememberiDg  that  it  must  not  b» 
viewed  as  a  solitary,  and,  therefore,  a  rare,  instance  of 
depravity — widi  the  description  of  Popish  Priests,  as  a 
body,  given  by  no  less  a  personage  than  Dr.  Gandolpht. 
In  a  volnne  of  Sermons,  published  by  him,  a  few  yearn 
since,  we  find  the  following — (blasphemous,  we  might 
almost  call  it) — character  of  that  body : — 

*  Like  the  virgin  mentioned  in  the  Apocalypse,'  says  he,. 
''  they  attend  our  Divine  Saviour  wherever  he  goes.  Tke^ 
form  his  royal  court  upon  earth;  and  the' msittfrjf  of  His 
ThronbI  They  are  the  chosen  guardians  of  his  person; 
possess  the  deposit  of  his  blood ;  and  hold  the  mystic  keys 
of  his  everlasting  kingdom.  Let  the  world  give  honour  to 
her  profane  heroes— let  monarchs  claim  the  adulation  of 
iheir  subjects ;  in  the  eyes  of  Faith,  and  in  the  sight  of  the 
Christian,  the  (Popish)  PrieU  is  a  more  exalted  character 
and  more  entitled  to  veueratioa.  He  walks  among  m€» 
a  miriick  of  grace;  is  the  rock  that  pours  forth  water  to  the' 
fainting ;  the  matuui,  that  yields  bread  to  the  hungry ;  the 
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hnA,  tkat  buros  without  being  consumed.  He  is,  moreoVer« 
by  jOhastity  an  Anobi.  ;  and  hit  yirginity  it  the  imagie 
of  the  Unity  of  the  unchangeable  G-od/ — !  E I 

"  Again : — 

'  The  ministry  (of  the  Popish  Priests)  makes  them  the 
agents  of  God,  the  Vicegerents  of  Jesus  Christ,  a^d  the 
{Saviours  of  Men.  In  this'  point  of  view,  it  ranks  tkgm 
even  ah&ve  the  AngeUc  spirits,  and  clothes  them  with  the 
DiYiNR  character  of  the  Messiah  himself.  Let  a  prince  . 
only  descend  from  the  throne  on  whidi  birth  or  fortune  has 
seated  him»  and  he  will  return  to  the  common  and  undistin*' 
gnished  miss  of  his  fellow-^creatures ;  wheceas^  the  tmcf^i 
character  of  a  Catholic  Priest  is  inddibh  in  kU  person. 
These  distinctions,  however,  arising  from  the  sacerdotal 
•ministry,  exclusively  belong  to  the  Priesthood  of  the 
Catholic  Church.' 

**  We  can  easily  imagine  that  some  of  our  readers  will 
hardly  believe  that  this  profane  bombast  can  have  ema- 
nated from  a  writer  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Are  they, 
then,  prepared  .to  learn,  that  Dr.  Gandolphy  is  one  of  the 
most  erudite  and  most  able  of  the  English  Roman  Catholic 
Priests  —that  bis  Sermons,from  which  the  above  is  extracted. 
Were  approved  of,  from  the  palace  of  the  Pope,  by  the 
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highest  authorilMB  of  the  Popish  Church — and  that  diey 
were  proDouoeed  ^worthy  of  being  cased  in  cedar  and 
gold  V  We  may  add,  that  the  author  has  since  stated,  and, 
we  doabt  not,  truly,  that  his  sermons  were  [are]  in  the 
highest  repute  with  the  Irish  Popish  Bishops  and  Priests. 
It  requires  but  a  moment's  reflection  to  discern  the  firighlful 
oonsequences  involved  in  .the  persuasion  among  ignorant, 
and  even  among  educated  Catholics,  of  the  *  divine  cha^ 
raeter'  of  the  Priest;  a  character  so  'sacred,'  that  it  is 
^huUiUe  in  his  person/  The  power  of  a  man,  over 
those  who  believe  him  **  the  Vicegerent  of  Jbscs  Cheist/ 
'  the  Saviour  of  men,'  and  '  clothed  with  the  divine  cha- 
racter of  the  Messiah  himself,'  must,  iadeed,.  be  tremen* 
ilous,  as  an  engine  of  profligacy.'' 


A  SURVEY,  at  once  candid  and  impartial,  of 
the  transactions  thus  related,  will  force  us  to 
the  conclusion,  that  they  are  neither  solitary 
nor  universal;  neither  confined  to  the  indivi- 
dual, nor  extended  to  an  entire  body.  The 
amount  of  moral  good  in  the  world,  along  with 
the  amount  of  physical  happiness,  almost  in* 
finitely  surpasses  the  amount  upon  the  opposite 
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side.  The  great  bulk  of  the  actions,  of  the 
great  majority  of  all  human  ci:;^tures,  in  all 
situations,  are  innocent  and  even  virtuous ;  the 
departures  from  those  lines  are  no  more  than 
particular  examples ;  and  vice  and  crime,  like 
disease  and  misery,  are  exceptions  to  the  rule, 
and  not  the  rule  itself.  We  shall  be  quite  safe, 
therefore,  in  believing,  that  examples  of  any 
kind  of  misconduct  are  only  occasional  stains 
upon  the  Roman  Catholic  Clergy;  and,  in  truth, 
if  their  temptations  are  great,  their  education . 
is  intended  to  meet  them. 

But,  nevertheless,  the  case  before  us  is  not  a 
case  alone,  as  the  very  narrative  itself  sets  forth, 
and  as  Roman  Catholics  have  but  too  much  rea- 
son to  be  well  aware.  The  public  acts,  too,  of 
^the  court  of  Rome,  having  for  their  object  the 
repression  of  similar  evils,  sufficiently  attest 
both  their  existence  and  their  frequency ;  and 
the  utility  even  of  the  Inquisition  has  been  de- 
fended, upon  the  plea  of  its  application  to  the 
check  of  the  abuses  of  confession.  Every  one, 
indeed,  ought  to  know,  that  the  Inquisition  is 
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gtill  more  an  engine  oi  the  Church  against  the 
vices  of  its  Clergy,  than  of  the  Clergy  against 
the  people ;  and  that  priests  and  bishops  have 
always  been  among  the  foremost  of  those  whom 
it  has  either  persecuted  or  punished  ;  and  thus 
it  is,  that  the  creation  of  one  evil  establishment 
becomes  the  apology  for  a  second ;  and  this 
it  is,  too,  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  a  Roman  Ca- 
tholic priesthood,  freed  from  that  controul 
which  only  the  Church  itself,  in  the  plenitude 
of  its  power,  can  exercise ! 

Auricular  confession  confers  great  and  innu- 
merable b^efits ;  but,  one  thing  is  not  always 
the  best,  only  because  it  is  good,  any  more  than 
another  thing  is  always  the  worst,  because  it  is 
bad;  the  counterbalancing  evils  are  not  limited 
to  the  seduction  of  females ;  and,  in  its  prac- 
tice, it  is  not  only  Pagan,  but  Pagan  pre- 
cisely in  that  particular  point  against  which  all 
that  peculiarly  distinguish^es  the  preaching  of 
Christ  is  immediately  directed :  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  this  error  of  doctrine  draws  after 
it  the  incubus  of  a  faulty  institution  of  priest^ 
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bood,  with  all  its  calamities,  is  one  among 
the   thousand  examples  that  ought   ta  con- 
found those  superficial  persons,  who  suppose 
that  a  religious  faith  can  have  even  an  instant's 
existence,  without  practical  operation  upon  all 
the  secular  affairs  of  life,'.either  private  or  public ! 
If  the  Reformation  had  done  no  more  than  de- 
liver its  adherents  from  auricular  confession,  it 
would  still  have  merited  the  eulogium  of  Mr. 
Brougham,  that  of  being  the  most  glorious  of 
all  temporal  Revolutions!    But  Bossuet,  and 
the  English  and   Irish   Roman  Catholics,  of 
course,  consider  the  matter  directly  the  other 
way:  **  This  tribunal,"  they  observe,  **  being 
so  necessary  a  curb  upon  licentiousness,  so 
abundant  a  source  of  sage  admonition,  so  sensi- 
ble a  comfort  to  souls  afflicted  for  [by]  their  sins, 
not  only  when  their  absolution  is  declared  to 
them  in  general  terms,  as  is  practised  hy  ministers, 
but  when  they  are  really  absolved  by  the  au* 
thority  of  Jesus  Christ,  after  a  particular  exa- 
mination, and  with  cognisance  of  the  cause;  it 
is  scarcely  possible  that  our  adversaries  can  con- 
sider such  advantages,  without  regretting  the 
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loss  of  them,  andtoUhaut  being  somewhat  ashamed 
of  a  Reformation  which  hath  lopped  off  a 
practice  so  wholesome  and  so  holy !" 

Considering,  however,  that  all  our  Emanci- 
pationists do  not  share  Mr.  Brougham's  view ; 
that  many  take  their  stand  upon  the  merits  of 
Roman  Catholicism,  and  that  some  have  even 
ventured  upon  the  us^of  the  rash  weapon  (how 
instructive  to  ourselves!)  of  vilifying  the  l^* 
formation, — every  exposure  of  the  practical 
merits  must  be  beneficial.  But,  it  is  only  upon 
the  absence  of  all  public  responsibility  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  Clergy  of  this  kingdom,  that  I 
am  disposed  to  dwell,  and  to  which,  therefore, 
for  an  instant,  I  return. 

It  might  have  seemed  a  very  simple  proposi- 
tion, and  one  not  likely  to  be  much  above  the 
capacity  of  Mr.  Canning  and  the  remaining  • 
three  hundred,  that  no  public  money  is  to  be 
paid,  where  no  public  responsibility  is  acknow- 
ledged in  exchange!  And  what  public  respon- 
sibility is  obtainable  from  the  Irish  Roman 
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Catholic  Clergy?  ''  In  religion"— in  all  that 
regards  the  Church," — as  they  say,  or,  as 
they  instruct  Mr.  O'Connell  to  say, — "  we 
will  yield  nothing;"  and  they  say  rightly,  be- 
cause, if  they  yielded  an  iota,  they  would  no 
longer  be  Roman  Catholics !  And,  yet,  observe 
how  completely,  among  all  that  is  honest — 
among  all  that  is  in  any  shape  or  degree  rea* 
sonable  or  practical,  in  the  list  of  Emancipators^ 
this  '^  yielding  in  religion"  is  the  hinge  upon 
which  the  whole  dream  of  Emancipation  turns ; 
the  ''  sine  qui  non"  of  the  entire  compact ; 
and  how  distinctly  this  very  consideration 
alone,  should  shut  up  every  part  of  the  case  for 
ever  I  First,  came  the  unprincipled  project  of 
the  Veto;  next,  the  cumbrous  and  deplorable 
machinery  of  Mr.  Plunkett;  and,  lastly,  the 
drainings  of  ignorance  and  ideotcy,  in  the  pro- 
posed Parliamentary  arrangements  respecting 
^he  Irish  Roman  Catholic  Clergy,  in  the  Bur- 
dett  Bill ; — each  successively  founded  upon  the 
violation  of  the  first  principle  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Church — the  principle  which  it  holds  in 
common  with  all  our  Non-conformists;— namely. 
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the  rejection  of  all  lay  or  temporal  authority  of 
loterference— all  responsibility  to  the  State ; 
thiit  is,  to  its  pecpie!  This  responsibility  the 
Rom^n  Catholics  expressly,  raitionally,  and 
ccmaistently  refuse  to  incur;  without  the  re^ 
cognition  of  this  responftibflity,  all,  who  make 
any  pretence  to  the  name  of  statesnnen^  uni* 
formly  hesitate  to  proceed ;  to  puf  chase  a 
sttbmissioa  to  a  niinute:  portion  of  this  respon- 
sibility, Mr.  Gannmg,  and  his  notable  coadjutors^ 
offer  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  the  public  money 
to  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic  Clergy!  And, 
supposing  these  latter  arrangements  jnade,  what 
proportion  would  the  degree  of  reftpojosibility 
acknowledged,  bear  to  the  money  given  ?  That 
is  a  calculation  for  Mr.  Hume.  And  observe 
the  different  footings  upoQ  which  the  abusers 
of  English  public  confidence  would  place  the 
Churches  of  England  and  Ireland,  of  Scotland, 
and  of  Rome,  among  us.  The  Clergies  of  quf 
two  Protestant  Churches  are  responsible  to  the 
State— to  the  people — in  the  minutest  particu- 
lars. The  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  has 
lands  and  dues  which  are  its  owa  private  or 
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corporate  estate — like  the  estates  of  cities,  of 
individuals,  or  of  the  Crown.  But,  what  is 
the  social  compact  between  the  State  and  indi^ 
▼iduals,  or  cities,  or  the  Crown,  or  the  Church 
of  England  and  Ireland,  in  respect  of  the  lands 
or  dues  of  either?  The  obligation  is  reciprocal. 
The  State  confirms  and  guarantees  the  property^ 
but  only  upon  conditions.  To  the  Church,  it 
confirms  and  guarantees  its  property,  only  upon 
condition  that  every  churchman,  who  takes  a 
life  enjoyment  in  it,  shall  be  responsible  to  the 
State,  not  alone  for  the  doctrine  which  he 
teaches,  nor  for  the  duties  which  he  under- 
takes;— ^but,  for  his  personal  conduct  also! 
The  Dissenter  and  Roman  Catholic,  upon  the 
other  hand,  reject,  in  the  express  basis  of  their 
common  system,  all  public  responsibility — all 
responsibility  to  the  State — to  the  people — to 
the  Government — and  to  the  laws, — either  for 
the  doctrine  which  they  teach,  the  ecclesiastical 
duties  whichthey  perform,  or  the  personal  con- 
duct of  their  priests;  and  are  words  needful, 
then,  to  make  manifest  the  insanity,  the  imbe- 
cility, or  else  the  profligacy  of   those — Mr- 
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Brougham,  Mr.  Canning,  and  the  others— wha,' 
in  contempt  of  all  the  first  principles  of  our 
civil  polity,  would  pay  the  public  money,  or  in 
any  other  manner  connect  the  interests  of  the 
State — the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  realm 
— with  those,  either  Dissenters  or  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, whose  religious  faith  obliges  them  to 
refuse  all  responsibility  to  law  and  government, 
in  matters  which,  by  emphasis,  concern  the  Am-^ 
daQientals  of  all  government' and  law;  and 
which,  in  point  of  fact,  concern  the  actual  and 
fundamental  institutions  of  this  State  ? .  Mr. 
Brougham  would  give  the  public  money,  not 
only  to  Roman  Catholic,  but  to  all  Non-con- 
formist teachers — and  yet  that  gentleman,  so 
&r  from  being  humanely  taken  care  of  in  St. 
Luke's,  is  suffered  to  sit  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, and,  thus,  to  make  his  country  a  laughing^ 
stock !  If  there  are  States,  in  which  the  minis- 
ters of  no  religion  lie  under  public  responsi- 
bility, let  it  be  remembered,  that  in  those  same 
States,  they  receive  no  public  money — enjoy 
no  public  protection.  Now  the  preferability 
of  two  opposite,  but  entire  systems,  is  a  point 
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which  may  be  rationally  discussed ;  but^  to  act 
upon  no  system — to  propose  the  junction  of  twe 
things  the  most  adverse  and  inconsistent  in  their 
own  nature ;  is  dther  the  blindness  of  folly,  or 
the  tergiversation  of  more  than  usual  wicked- 
ness; — is  what  has  hitherto  disgraced  the  insti* 
tutions  of  jDa  eofuntry  upon  the  face  of  the  globe, 
but  has  been  reserved,  in  its  Parliamentary  en* 
tertainmeat,  for  the  scandal  of  English  history 
alone ;  for  the  appropriate  praise,  blazon,  and 
fiiture  epitaph  of  the  £^glish  ''enlightened"  of 
the  nineteenth  century ;  and  for  the  honour  of 
Ibe  glorious  three  hundred  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  of,  I  forget  how  many,  members 
(as  pitiable,  or  as  shameless  as  the  former),  in 
the  English  House  of  Lords ! 

For  the  rest,  where  the  narrator  complains, 
that  the  persecuting  Priest  has  described  his 
wife  and  himself  as  "  Heretics  in  disguise*' — as 
**devUs,'' — do  you  not  observe  an  incidental  cor- 
roboration of  what  I  have  advanced,  in  one  or 
more  of  my  Letters,  concerning  the  demoniac 
character  actually  and  necessarily  attributed  to 
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Heretics  by  the  Church  of  Rome?  Precisely 
the  same  connection  of  the  name  of  **  devil'^ 
with  the  profession  of  *'  Heresy,"  presented 
itself  but  the  other  day,  in  the  course  of  the 
examination  of  a  witness  in  a  court  of  justice 
in  Guernsey ;  and  assure  yourself  that,  at  no 
time,  and  in  no  place,  is  this  a  casual  expres- 
sion of  individual  reproach,  but  the  uniform 
language  of  a  Roman  Catholic  education.  By 
what  course  of  reasoning  the  Roman  Catholic 
is  bound  to  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the 
Heretic  is  demoniac,  I  will,  hereafter,  as  I  have 
promised,  fully  show  you ;  and  yet  it  is  be^ 
tween  the  True  Believers,  and  those  of  their 
fellow-subjects  whom  they  esteem,  not  merely 
devilish,  but  moving  carcases,  inhabited  by 
devils  from  Hell,  that  the  despicable  men 
(despicable  as  legislators)  who  swell  the  list  of 
legislators  in  England,  dream  of  establishing 
civil  community  and  concord !  In  conclusive 
terms,  a  Churchy  which,  at  the  root  of  the 
name,  signifies,  in  itself,  a  congregation^  and 
therefore  a  segregation — a  people — a  community 
«— is  always  a  distinct  people ; — a  people  distinct 
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froQi  every  other  ^people,  and  ftirnished  ynHk 
their  owa,  and  their  own  exclusive  cwil  laws 
aod  government !  To  that  substratum  you  may 
add  what  political  arrangements  you  think  pro- 
per ;  but,  without  it«  you  <:an  produce  nothing. 

Allow  me»  too,  a  syllable,  concerning  the 
extracts  from  the  Sermons  of  Dr.  Gandolphy, 
presented  by  the  Courier*  I  have  avoided^  as 
I  have  said,  during  the  whole  period  of  my 
correspondence  with  you,  all  reading,  and  even 
all  conversation,  upon  the  subjects  in  hand, 
almost  to  the  utmost  of  my  power.  But,  if 
any  thing  throws  itself  in  my  way,  what  does 
it  do,  but  sustain  my  propositions?  You  see, 
in  the  language  of  Dr.  Gandolphy,  evidence  of 
the  justice  of  my  remarks  upon  the  simpering 
folly,  either  of  confining  our  objections  to  Ro- 
man Catholicism,  to  the  foreign  character  of  an 
ecclesiastical  Prince,  its  head ;  or,  of  inquiring 
with  the  slightest  anxiety,  as  to  the  loyalty  of 
a  Roman  Catholic,  with  respect  to  any  Prince, 
who  is  not  also  a  Priest — and  a  Priest  of  the 
Churdi  of  Rome !  You^see,  that  1  have  offered 
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you  but  It  very  feeble  notion,  indeed,  of  the 
extreme  temporal  (that  is,  earthly)  inferiority 
of  any  other  temporal  ruler  or  government,  to 
.  the  rulers,  one  and  all — and  the  government— 
of  the  Church  of  Rome ! 

In  conclusion,  the  extracts  adduced  by  the 
Courier,  besides  contrasting  with  the  particular 
facts  of  the  Irish  case, — the  case  which  arrives 
—  so  unluckily  for  Roman  Catholicism  —  to 
support  what  we  read  in  the  Life  of  De  Ricci, 
— involves  substantive  charges  of  its  own, 
against  Roman-Catholicism.  What  must  not 
be  the  weight  of  mischief  to  civil  society,  and 
to  the  realities  of  life,  from  an  institution  of 
Priesthood,  enjoying  the  extravagant  and  fan- 
ciful attributes  of  the  Romish  Priesthood,  in 
common  with  all  other  Pagan  ? — Priests  iden-' 
tified  with  the  god  that  is  to  be  worshipped ! 
Priests  gravely  and  doctrinally  described  as 
above  **  angelic  spirits"  (a  point,  by  the  way, 
probably  sustained  by  the  Romish  doctrine,^ 
that  ordination  is  a  sacrament),— and  who  ought, 
in  consistency,  to  be  distinctly  entitled,  either 
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mote  or  tete  than  men.  Observe  the  wreftched 
conceit,  that  the  celibacy  or  dngkness,  of  mau 
oir  womaoy  is  an-  image  of  the  umty  of  God ;  an4 
contrast  it  whh  the  text  of  those  Scriptures^ 
which,  nevertheless^  the  Church  of  Rome  calh 
the  primary  source,  of  its  doctrine,  and  which 
declare,  that  ''  it  is  not  good  for  man  to  be 
alone!"  And  yet  this  is  the  Priesthood — this 
Priesthood  thus  vicious  in  its  system, —  thus 
pretending  to  divinity — and,  therefore,  to 
dmn$  rights  and  to  a  superiority,  to  all  seciilw 
law  and  government,  which  Mr.  Canning,-  and 
the  rest^  in  this  Whig  country  of  ours — and 
amid  all  our  incompatible  civil  institutions-^ 
have  not  blushed  to  propose  publicly  pension^ 
ing,  and  making  the  ba^is  of  an  English  poln 
tical  arrangement  I 

The  Romish  Priesthood,  as  I  have  said,  is  i^ 
every  respect  the  successor  of  the  Druidical.  Of 
the  ''  divine  character,"  and  of  the  character  of 
^V  saviours  of  men,"  ascribed  to  the  Druids 
(who,*  as  there  is  good  reason  to  believe,  also 
practised  celibacy),  there  is  no  historic  doubt. 
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The  Arch-Druid  was  calkid  Coivi  (Ooi'bhi,  or 
Coibbi  Druidh);  and  a  Gaelic  proverb  ilhis- 
trateB  the  supernatural  veDeration  in  trhieh  fais 
office  and  person  was  held,  and  the  pious  confi- 
dence reposed  upon  his  beneficence  and  power : 
"  The  stone/'  says  the  proverb, "  is  not  so  near 
to  the  ground,  as  the  help  of  Coivi  to  him  that 
needs."  He  was  thus  the  human  image  of  the 
JupitCT  Saviour  of  the  Romans.  The  Druids, 
like  the  Church  of  Rome,  insisted  upon  the 
unity  of  6od«  When  the  Churdh  of  Rome 
strews  the  ashes  of  Heretics  upon  the  surfkee 
of  running  stresmis,  or  when  it  bums  the  living 
Heretic,  it  does  but  follow  the  route  of  the 
Druids.  The  souls  of  Druids,  it  was  taught, 
ascended  to  heav^i  in  cars  of  fire.  In  return 
for  all  the  real  good  which  they  did  to  society, 
and  to  the  State,  **  the  Druids,"  writes  an  histo- 
rian, ''  mam^ed  matters  so  dextrously,  that  they 
engrossed  all  power,  civil  and  religious ;  in  so 
much  that  no  business  whatever,  of  any  mo- 
ment, could  be  done  without  their  concur- 
r^ice." — "  The  magistrates  of  every  city  were 
annually  chosen  by  them;    the  youth,  from 
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their  infancy,  were  educated  and  formed  by 
them ;  the  Kings  thenueUses  were  their  MiniHers, 
and  could  not,  without  their  consent,  declare 
peace  or  war,  nor  so  much  as  call  a  couaciK" 
The  Druids,  in  fact,  were  the  Kings;  and  tkose, 
who  bore  that  name,  but  the  executioners  of 
their  sentence.  The  first,  had  all  the  power, — 
the  latter,  all  the  odium  of  sovereignty.  They 
allowed  them,  we  are  told,  the  precedence  in 
matters  of  no  real  importance  (such  as,  the  privi- 
lege of  wearing  seven  colours  in  their '  breacan/ 
or  'sagum'),  while  they  themselves  were  satisfied 
with  six.  But  people  seldom  grudge  to  bow 
the  knee  before  idols  of  their  own  erecting. 
And,  even  in  these  matters,  the  Druids  were 
not  so  far  short  of  the  King,  as  they  were 
beyond  all  others.  [Lay]  persons  of  the  great- 
est quality  [beneath  that  of  the  King]  wore 
but  four  colours."' — ''  Their  revenue  was  con- 
siderable."— *'  Indeed,  strictly  speaking,  every 
thing  was  in  their  own  power ;  and  the  people 
may  be  said  to  have  received  their  allowance 
from  their  hand,  rather  than  they  from  the  hand 
of  the  people." — "  The  Druids  were  exeemed 
4g2 
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from  all  taxes  and  tribute."—**  Nobody  woul^ 
be  so  daring  as  to  contest  with  them,  nor  so 
refractory  as  to  refuse  their  dictates  the  most 
implicit  obedienee/' — Such,  I  say,  is  the  mould 
in  which  the  Romish  Prieethood  has  been  cast ; 
and,  to  suppose  the  institution  susceptible  of 
change,  is  no  more  than  to  betray  the  most 
varied  ignorance.    So  long  as  it  exists,  it  must 
exist  with  all  its  good  and  all  its  bad  together  I 
The  Roman  Catholic  cannot  be  a  Roman*  Ca- 
tholic,— unless  in  name  only;— he  cannot  be 
a  pious,  nor  even  a  religious  man,  of  the  Roman 
Cadielic  persuasion, — without  the  most  inti- 
mate dependence  upon,  and  the  most  implicit 
subjection  to  his  Priest ;  nor  the  Priest,  a  Priest, 
except  as  the  functionary,  minister,  or  adminis*- 
trator,  of  a  general  civil — that  is,  a  spiritual  and 
a  temporal — despotism;     It  ia ia  this  desenption 
that  we  read  the  uniform  and  essential  charac* 
ter  of  the  Romish  Priesthood ;  for,  as  to  per- 
sonal vices-^as  t&  aberrations  from  the  path  of 
duty — those,  of  course,  are  different  thingsi. 
The  Church  of  Rome  intends  no  evil*    It  intends 
the  puril!^  and^  holiness  of  all  its  members^ 
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whether  priest  or  laity.  The  personal  vices,  in 
the  mean  time,  of  too  macny  of  its  members  it 
has  never  denied;  and,  with  respect  to  its 
Clergy,  from  the  humblest  to  the  Papal  chair 
(the  sacrament  of  ordination  notwithstanding), 
its  frequent  acknowledgments  are  upoa  record. 
The  vices  of  the  Church  of  Rome  are  either 
those  which  it  shares  with  humanity  in  general, 
or  those  which  are  peculiar  to  the  vices  of  its 
peculiar  Constitution.  It  pretends  to  infalli. 
bility  of  faith,  but  not  of  morals.  Even  the 
influence  of  the  sacrament  of  ordination  is  ob- 
viously unrepresented  as  insuring  the  worthy 
conduct  of  the  Priest;  because,  upon  the  same 
principle,  the  remaining  sacraments  ought  to. 
make  the  whole  laity  in  its  turn,  not  less  im- 
peccable. But,  the  Church  of  Rome  teaches, 
that  notwithstanding  the  ''  special  operation  of 
the  Holy  Ghost/'  in  every  sacramental  rite, 
**  we  ourselves,  by  our  bad  dispositions,''  miay 
''  put  obstacles  in  the  way." 

An  absurd  effort  is  made,  to  confound,  under 
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a  political  aspect,  the  cases  above  exposed,  with 
those  of  the  actual  seduction  of  uumarried 
females,  or  the  criminal  conversation  with  a 
married  one,  upon  the  part  of  a  Clergyman  of 
the  Church  of  England;  but,  to  effect  this 
confusion,  the  advocates  either  moralise,  or 
sermonise!  There  is  here,  however,  no  real 
question,  either  of  morals,  or  of  religion,  any 
more  than  of  law.  If  a  Clergyman,  either  Pro- 
testant or  Roman  Catholic,  is  guilty  of  that 
which  is  cognisable  in  the  temporal  courts,  lor 
this  both  are  alike  responsible  in  due  course 
of  law.  The  case  of  this  Irish  priest,  mean- 
time, is  a.  mere  malversatum  in  office,  or,  a  per- 
sonal mmkmeanmr,  impeaching  his  unfitness 
for  his  functions,  disgracing  the  body  to  which 
he  belongs,  morally,  but  not  legally  injurious. 
It  follows,,  that  the  political  question  is  the 
whole ;  and,  here,  the  distinction  to  be  tskea 
is  immense.  In  either  case,  Roman  Catho- 
lic or  Protestant,  a  Clergyman,  thus  guilty 
of  an  offence  merely  moral,  or  religious,  or, 
as  it  were,  unclergymanrHke,  is  answerable  only 
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to  hk  Ordinary.  But,  in  this  kingdom,  if  the 
Protestant  Ordinary  fails  in  his  duty,  there  is 
a  final  resort  to  Parliament  and  King ; — ^whilej 
if  the  Roman  Catholic's  Ordinary  is  torpid,  09 
^ven  conniving ;  if  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
chooses  to  withhold  its  thunders,  and  to  smother 
the  offences  of  its  functionaries, — there  is  an  end 
of  the  whcde  matter ; — there  is  no  public  respon- 
sibility !  If,  in  Dublin  or  elsewhere,  the  Pro- 
testant suffragan  or  metropolitan  betray  their 
trust }— if  they  enjoy  the  revenues  of  the  (Church, 
and  yet  refuse  to  labour  in  it, — an  impeachment 
is  at  their  elbow ;  but,  if  the  Roman  Catholic 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  should  set  the  public — 
the  people  of  the  realm — ^at  nought,  there  is  no 
remedy— no  public  responsibility — ^no  power  of 
public  inquiry  i  and  yet  Mr.  Canning  (I  grieve 
to  say  it — Mr.  Canning — ^for  all  the  rest  are  too 
stupid,  too  insignificant,  or  too  worthless,  not 
to  be  forgiven)  would  give  the  public  money  to 
sucifa  a  priesthood!  Certainly,  all  religious 
Non*conformists  are  in  a  similar  situation  with 
Roman  Catholics;  but,  that,  as  in  the  case  of 
Roman  Catholics,  is  their  own  choice.  No  sub- 
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ject  of  the  realm  can  be  abused  by  the  Estabr 
lished  Clergy,  without  an  appeal  to  the  same 
public  authority  which  guarantees  to  that 
Clergy  all  its  revenues.  A  Clergy  established, 
and  a  Clergy  unestablished,  resemble,  in  a 
civil  view,  regular  and  irregular  practition- 
ers in  physic  or  in  law.  You  have  remedies 
against  the  two  firsts  to  which  you  have  no 
title  against  the  second.  The  Clergy  Roman 
Catholic,  and  the  Clergy  Dissenting,  can  by 
no  means  be  established,  because  (if  other  rea- 
sons were  wanting)  both  of  these  protest 
against  public  authority — against  civil  respon- 
sibility;—  and  yet  Mr.  Canning  and  Mr. 
Brougham  (that  these  two  names  should  ever 
come  to  be  coupled!)  would  give  the  public 
money  to  these  disclaimers  of  public  authority! 
Aiid  yet  Messrs.  Canning,  and  O'Connell,  and 
Plunkett,  were  leagued  with  the  Burdett  Bill, 
which  seeks  a  partial  subjugation  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Clergy  to  the  public  authority !  And 
yet  the  followers  of  these  disclaiming  Clergies, 
and  of  their  disclaiming  doctrines,  have  the 
modesty  to  count  themselves  among  the  poll- 
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ticid  public — the  peofrfei  If  the  King  himeelf 
ivere  notorious,  were  accused,  not  alone  of  per* 
sonal  vice,  but  even  of  personal  follies,  Parlia- 
ment would  make  little  difficulty  inconveyingi^ 
either  its  advice  or  its  remonstrances,  founded 
upon  the  nation  s.  rights  against  the  King,  aa  a 
public  stipendiary;  but,  Mr.  Brougham's  and 
Mr.  Canning's  stipendiary  Roman  Catholic 
Cletgy  are  to  be  safe  from  the  nation's  voice ! 
Holy  Church  has  a  bosom  wherein  they  may 
find,  as  it  shall  happen,  a  sovereign,  though 
secret  tribunal,  or  else  an  inviolable  sanctuary ! 

The  interview  with  the  Roman  Catholic  pre-r 
late,  described  in  the  foregoing  narrative,  has 
much  appearance  of  dramatic  veracity ;  and,  if 
this  be  really  its  characteristic,  we  shall  be  at 
a  loss  to  compliment  the  dignitary  implicated^ 
either  for  his  moral  feeling,  or  for  his  episcopal 
superintendence,  or  for  his  ecclesiastical  meek- 
ness.— The  "  authority  of  the  Church," — still, 
**  the  authority  of  the  Church," — is  the  court 
of  last  appeal;  while  it  is  easy^o  see,  that  if 
|here  were  an  Inquisition  in  Ireland;  the  injured 
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couple,  though  without  a  King  and  Pariiament 
to  apply  to,  might  have  found  justice  done, 
both  upon  priest  and  bishop !  Ireland,  how- 
ever, and  the  United  Kingdom,  have  still  one 
tribunal  open  to  them,  that  of  public  opinion^ 
and  at  its  bar,  not  the  Irish  Roman  Catholic 
Olergy  alone,  but  all  Roman  Catholic  Associ- 
ations and  Meetings,  will  doubtless  eagerly  do 
their  endeavour  to  afford  satisfactory  ezplana«' 
tions  I 

But,  talking,  once  more,  of  divine  rights  let 
me  be  indulged,  for  a  moment,  with  your  at- 
tention, to  a  fresh  specimen  of  the  unmitigated 
ignorance  which  distinguishes,  not  the  Times 
newspaper  only,  but  all  the  '*  enlightened"  in 
England,  high  and  low !  The  following  is  from 
to-da/s  paper: — 

**  It  is  laid,  thai  Ooyeriunent  is  ia  possestlMi  of  a4viMB« 
anBOttncing  the  abdicatfon  of  ConataDtioe.  If  this  be  true, 
the  world  must  acknowledge,  that  the  far-famed  principle 
ofUgitimacy  is  in  a  very  hopeless  condition.  The  righi  ^ 
tnAen^mice  undoubtedly  means,  that  some  one  law  of  in- 
heritance should  be  in  oil  cases  respected.    It  cannot  be  a 
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rigU  dumet  uoleM  it  be  of  an  obvious  aiMl  imiform  cbarac- 
ter.  If  U  he  a  right  divme,  it  is  indefeasible  by  the  act  of 
any  humaD  being ;  it  is  one  in  which  nations  ha?e  an  interest, 
as  well  as  kings ;  and  neither  oaths  nor  pacts  can  overturn 
it.  To  us  Englishtnen,  indeed,  bom  under  a  KmUed  and 
etmoeiUioiutlCroum,  the  whole  creed  of  legitimaey  is  diildirii 
nonsense.  It  is  therefore  for  the  ediication  of  odier  eon* 
munities,  that  we  rejoice  at  obserying  these  departures,  by 
its  own  advocates,  from  a  doctrine  no  kes  imlato^fe  than 
odioue,  regarding  them  as  so  many  flaws,  in  the  indictment 
preferred  by  despotism  against  the  human  race/' 

To  follow,  thread  by  thread,  the  whole  of 
this  web  of  ignorance  and  folly — matchless,  it 
might  b^  believed,  any  where  but  in  England, 
and  in  London,  is  far  from  my  design ;  but,  let 
me,  in  the  first  place,  be  allowed  to  inquire, 
how  much  (in  the  name  of  all  that  is  ridicu- 
lous !)  the  principle  of  legitimacy— the  right  of 
inheritance — and  the  right  divine — have  to  do 
with  each  other,  that  they  should  here  be 
spoken  of  as  one  and  the  same  thing  ? 

And,  since  the  Times  identifies  the  principle 
of  legitimacy  with  the  right  of  inheritance,  let  me 
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be  told,  whether  the  ''  leading  Journal  of  Eu- 
rope/'and  confessedly  a  principal  newspaper  io 
the  Kingof  England  s  metropolis,  seriously  holds 
it  altogether  decent  to  say  to  any  portion  of  the 
King's  subjects,  that  the  right  of  hereditary  sue- 
cemon  to  the  throne,  which  those  subjects  have 
established,  and  confirmed  in  this  kingdom, 
by  so  many  public  acts,  is  ''a  doctrine  no  less 
untenable  than  odious,"  and  ''an  indictment 
preferred  by  despotism  against  the  human 
race?"  Does  the  Times  mean  to  deny  that 
the  Kings  of  England  wear  an  hereditary,  as 
well  as  a  ''  limited  and  conventional  Grown ;" 
or,  otherwise,  to  assert,  that  the  law  under 
which  they  wear  it,  is  (to  repeat  once  more  its 
own  happy  figure)  **  an  indictment  preferred  by 
despotism"  against  the  people  of  England  ?" 

But,  what  inherent  relationship  is  there, 
between  the  principle  of  legitimacy,  and  the 
right  of  inheritance  ;  or^  between  either  of  these, 
and  the  doctrine  of  divine  right  ? 

The  doctrine   of  elective  sovereignty   has    a 
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much  closer  cannection,  than  that  of  inheritaacev 
with  the  doctrine  of  divine  rigHt.  The  Pope- 
dom, and  the  Grand  Lama-ship  of  Tibet,  and  an 
infinity  of  less  conspicuous  offices  of  sway  and 
sovereignty,  are  enjoyed  by  divine  right.  The 
English  Whig  expressly,  and  by  immediate  disr 
tinction,  seta  his  face  against  divine  right,  and 
ea^pressly  opposes  to  it  the  human  law  of  lineal 
inheritance.  As  to  the  whole  matter,  in  the 
meantime,  of  the  doctrine  of  divine  right,  and 
simultaneous  imputation  of  godhead  to  kings, 
it  is,  in  its  original,  an  ancient  superstition,  deeper 
and  more  comprehensive  than  any  thing  which 
we  need  now  touch  upon ;  as  it  likewise  is,  at  aM 
times,  more  an  object  of  general  liuman.history, 
tkaa  of  modern  politics.  The  doctrine  of  ^ 
vine  right  extends,  also,  not  alone  to  election^  but 
to  t/wryflfiow,  and  to  conquest:  in  a  word,  no  other 
doctrine  whatever  is  so  immediately  adverse  to 
the  jprinciple  of  legitimacy ; — to  the  dictum  of 
human  law!  It  is  a  general  assumption  that 
God  is  the  disposer  of  human  events;  and  few 
usurpers  or  conquerors  have  failed  to  make  use 
fif  it!     When  Buonaparte  went  to  Egypt,  he 
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ciaimed  the  submission  of  the  people  by  dmne 
rightr  ^'God,''  said  he  '•  doth  that  which  he 
pleases ;  he  setteth  sovereigns  itpo&  thrones,  or, 
he  teareth  them  fix^m  them,  and  plaeeth  others  m 
their  stead !"  If^  therefore,  there  isionethiDg^nron 
than  another,  in  antagonism  witii  the  prineipk  cf 
kgitimaey,  it  is  the  doctrine  0/  divine  right ; — a 
doctrine  of  only  general  application,,  and  cover- 
ing and  authorising  tfi/  modes  ofsuccessbn,  but 
especially  the  violent — Ae  illegitimate !  David, 
too,  reigned  by  divine  right,  but  not  by  the 
right  of  inheritance;  and  thus  much  for  the 
learning  of  the  Times  upon  dimne  right ; — Gleam- 
ing, emplo3red,  as  you  have  seen,  in  so  very 
loyal  and  amiable  a  temper,  and  for  a  purpose 
so  conducive  to  the  well-being  of  our  own 
country,  and  to  that  of  all  others ! 

But,  where  is  the  inherent  connection,  be- 
tween the  right  of  inheritance^  and  the  principle 
of  legitimacy?  The  principle  of  legitimacy 
is  the  principle  of  government  established  by  law 
—and  stands  opposed  to  every  sort  of  vio- 
lence and  disorder;  and  to  nothing  else,    in 
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the  whole  circle  of  the  science  politic ! 
The  priftciple  of  legittmacy  demandsB  the  elec^ 
tion  and  succession  of  the  Presidenta  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America^  accordu^  to 
law  and  the  Consti:tatiQn^-*preeiBely  in  the 
same  manner,  and  with  the  sanelorce^  thaA  it 
demands  the  lawful  and  Constitntkmal  aoc* 
cession  of  the  Suhans  of  Constantinople  1  The 
principle  of  kgkiTnacy  is  as  sacred^  therefore^ 
in  the  forests  of  America,  as  in  Vienna,.  €»  in 
St.  Petersburg ;  and,  as  to  '^  EngHshmen^'' — fisr 
the  v^ry  reason,  that  we  are  '^  bom  under  a 
limited  and  canventienoT — that  iSf  a  CSoMtitu^ 
tional  Crown: — ^for  that  very  reason,  tbepri»- 
ciple  of  Intimacy — the  principle  which  obliges 
the  succession  to  the  Crown  to  proceed  aad 
to  be  enjoyed  in  the  ''  limited"  and  ^'  coa?ei^ 
tionar  form  prescribed  by  t^  Gooistitution — so 
iar  from  being  the  ^^  childish  nonsense"  whicA  it 
seems  to  the  full-grown  folly  of  the  Times^  is 
valued,  by  erery  one  of  those  fortunate  Eng- 
lishmen who  are  blessed  with  the  knowledge 
of  their  right  foot  from  their  left,  as  the  stamp 
and  seal  of  all  their  own,  and  of  all  thek 
children's  rights  and  liberties ! 
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Buti  the  words,  '*  principle  of  tegiiimacy," 
have  misled  the  poor  man  of  the  Times,  just  as 
Tnnocently,  and  just  as  cruelly,  as  ever  the 
"  Parliamentary  brief/'  misled  poor  Major  Cart- 
wright  t  The  Times  has  had  nothing  in  it^ 
cranitim  but  legitimate  and  illegitimate  children ; 
— ^and  thence  (and  thence  only)  has  it  been 
dragged  the  ignis-fatuus  dance  of  confounding 
the  principle  of  legitimacy  with  the  right  of  inhe- 
ritance! Upon  the.  right  of  inheritance,  never- 
theless, and  considered  nakedly  '*per  se,"  the 
Time&  is  just  as  well  taught,  and  sound  thinkings 
as  upon  all  the  rest  U  To  begin :  who  has  ever 
said,  that  the  right  of  inheritance  is  a  dwine 
right  ?  Who  has  ever  said,  that  it  is  any  thing 
more  than  ''  limited  and  conventional," — the 
creation  of  human  law?  But,  {/*(says  the  Times 
— and  the  Times  might  just  as  well  have  said — 
if  it  he  a  weasel,  or  a  whale,  if)  it  be  "a  divine 
righf'^-^itmust  be  *'  obvious,"  "  uniform,"  "  in- 
defeasible by  the  act  of  any  human  being." 
Now,  whether  or  not  every  thing  that  is  **  di- 
vine," is  alsO  **  obvious"  and  *' uniform,"  is 
moTO'than  I  shall  take  time  to  inquire;  but, 
when  the  Times  infers,  that  a  "divine  right," 
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considered  as  exercisable  in  civilsociett/,  must  be 
'^  indefeasible  by  the  act  of  any  human  being/' 
it  might  be  easy    (if  it  were  equally  worth 
while)  to  give  a  satisfactory  answer ;  for^  the 
Times  here    (as  is  so  uniform  with  the  ''en- 
lightened") supposes  a  scheme  of  civil  society, 
against   which  the  Whig  uniformly  protests, 
hearing  of  no  rights,  natural  nor  divine,  which, 
in  civil  society,  may  not  be  modified,  as  to 
their   exercise    (leaving,    untouched,    always, 
their  possession)  by  the  provisions  of  human  law* 
If,  for  example,  there  are  any  divine  rights 
whatever,    possessed  by   one  sentient    being 
over  another,  they  are  those  of  men  against 
men,  of  men  and  animals  against  each  other ; 
of  parents  over  their  children ;  of  children  as  to 
the  protection  of  their  parents,  and  of  these  lat* 
ter,  to  the  reciprocal  duties  of  each  other:  and 
yet  human  law  pretends  to  the  civil  right  of 
modifying  the  exercise  of  each  and  all!    But, 
again,  the  Times  has  made  the  learned  and  re- 
flective discovery,  that  **  the  right  of  inheritance 
undoubtedly  means,  that  some  one  law  of  in- 
heritance should  be  in  all  cases  respected;" 
4h 
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and,  to  this,  it  is  only  necessary  to  reply,  that 
a  mode  of  succession  of  some  kind,  to  the 
throne  of  all  the  Russias,  is  established  and 
legitimate  in  those  countries.  Constantine  has 
succeeded  according  to  that  mode;  has  suc- 
ceeded, therefore,  tegitimatebf ;  and,  so  far,  there- 
fore, the  principle  of  legitimacy  is  still  inviolate, 
in  Russia,  at  least,  with  whatever  misery  the 
Times  may  learn  the  fact  I  But  the  right  of 
inheritance  of  the  throne — of  inheritance  by 
lineal  succession— of  inheritance  in  heirs  male 
—-of  inheritance  in  the  descending  scale-^ 
of  inheritance  in  the  elder  brother  before  the 
younger — all  this  is  established,  and,  therefore, 
legitimat€y— in  Russia;  and  it  is  in  united 
virtue  of  all  these  particular  modifications  of 
the  right  of  inheritance,  that  Constantine  has 
ascended  the  throne*  Still,  then  (and  let  the 
Times  outlive  it!)  the  principle  of  legitimacy  has. 
remained  inviolate ! 

But,  the  throne  of  Constantine  has  been  made 
void,  and  Nicholas  is  seated  in  it.  In  what  man- 
ner have  these  things  come  to  pass  ?  Have  law 
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and  order  been  '*  overturned?"  Has  Gonstan- 
tine  been  driven  away  by  violence  ?  I8  Nicho- 
las an  usurper  ?  Has  the  principle  of  kgitifnacjf 
suffered  ?  Not  in  the  least.  Constantine,  the 
legitimate  occupant  of  the  throne,  by  the  for* 
mal,  legal,  and  Constitutional  act  of  abdication, 
has  vacated  the  throne.  Uie  principle  oflegiti-* 
macjfy  therefore,  even  yet,  remains  untouched! 

But,  Constantine,  in  vacating  the  throne,  in 
whose  favour  has  he  abdicated ;  or,  in  other 
words,  who  is  the  next  legitimate  heir, — the 
next  heir  prescribed  by  the  law — and  in  virtue 
of  what  right  has  Nicholas  obtained  posses* 
sion?  Perhaps,  Nicholas  is  a  stranger;  and 
the  heir  by  preference, — the  legitimate^  that  is, 
the  lawful  heir, — is  wandering  for  bis  bread? 
No  such  thing ;  Constantine  has  abdicated  ex-* 
pressly  in  favour  of  the  next  legitimate  heir; 
in  favour  of  the  neoft  eldest  bom ;  for,  be  it 
observed,  Constantine  does  not  proceed  to 
election — ^he  does  not  make  choice  among  his 
several  brothers,  but  he  simply  withdraws  him- 
self, having  legally,  or  legitimately,  put  Nicho- 

4  h2 
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las  into  his  place; — and  leaves  legitimacy  -  lea- 
ves the  established  order  of  succession — to  take 
its  course — ^just  as  if  he  were  naturally  dead  : 
the  next  legitimate  heir  is  in  possession ;  and  Ni- 
cholas is  that  next  legitimate  heir !  Thus,  the 
new  monarch  of  Russia  reigns  without  the 
least  hurt  to  the  principle  of  legitimacy ;  a  cer- 
tain right  of  inheritance  to  the  sovereign  power 
is  legitimate  in  Russia ;  the  new  monarch  reigns 
in  virtue  of  that  right;  and,  thus,  too,  the 
right  of  inheritance  remains  intact,  as  to  this 
point  of  inheritance  of  the  Crown  of  Russia; 
— ^while,  if  there  is  any  divine  right,  by 
virtue*  of  which  an  elder  son  has  preference 
of  a  younger  son,  as  to  any  descendible  pos- 
session of  their  mutual  sire,  why,  the  same 
divine  right  extends  itself  to  the  elder,  to  re- 
nounce, if  he  pleases,  voluntarily,  legitimately^ 
and  not  through  coercion  and  violence,  what- 
ever divine  or  natural  advantages  he  may  have 
inherited.  All  this,  no  doubt,  is  disastrous  for 
the  Times — it  supports  the  "indictment  of 
despotism  against  the  human  race;"  it  consists 
with  that  right  of  hereditary  succession  (mo- 
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dified  and  defeasible,  however^  even  here,  with 
respect  to  communion  with  the  Established 
Church !)  which  the  people  of  England  have 
established  in  their  own  government,  and  in 
virtue  of  which  alone.  His  present  Majesty, 
his  royal  predecessors  and  successors,  claim, 
have  claimed,  and  are  to  claim,  to  be  our  Kings 
and  Sovereign  Lords;  it  is  allmetanchoiy ;  it  is 
all  legitimate ;  it  is  all  despotic ; — ^it  is  all  Illibe- 
ral, and  Anti*Jacobinical,  and  contrary  to  the 
^•rejoicings"  of  the  Times ; — but,  it  cannot  be 
helped ! 

And,  now,  is  it  not  full  time,  that,  as  I  have 
so  often  intimated  my  sentiment,  we  should 
hang  our  heads  for  the  country  ?  With  Messrs* 
O^Connell,  and  Canning,  and  Plunkett,  and 
Burdett,  upon  the  public  stage ;  and  with  the 
Times,  in  the  closet,  writing  pars^;raphs  that 
would  more  than  disgrace  the  presses  of  town- 
ships of  back-woodsmen  in  Kentucky,  is  not 
every  thing  of  a  piece  among  us,  and  is  not  all 
contemptible  ?  For,  so  completely  are  we  all 
upon  one  level,  that  nothing  is  more  likely  (to 
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judge  fnmi  things  gone  by),  than  that  this  choice 
tnorsel  of  the  Times  is  already  gotten  by  heart, 
by  some  *^  enlightened"  member  of  one  House 
of  Parliament  or  the  other,  to  make  the  flower 
of  his  speech  in  the  next  session ! 

And  does  not  all  this,  too,  confirm  every  thing 
that  I  have  said,  of  the  probable  inferiority  of  the 
''enlightened  public,"  to  all  the  rest  of  the  king- 
dom, and  of  its  causes  ?  Have  our  people  any 
saving  instinct,  by  aid  of  which  they  always  think 
the  direct  opposite  of  what  they  read;  and,  if 
not,  by  what  other  contrivance  than  that  of  read- 
ing, or  of  listening  to  the  fooleries  of  others,  can 
any  man  arrive  at  an  equal  eminence  of  stultifica* 
.tion  ?  What  swineherd — ^what  Laplander,  be- 
numbed in  his  sledge, — or  what  Hottentot  in 
his  craal, — ^yet  exempt  from  the  curse  of  read- 
ing the  productions  of  the  English  political 
press,— but  is  in  possession  of  more  correct  ideas 
of  men  and  things  ?  God  is  not  so  sparing  of 
natural  endowments — it  is  what  we  call  educa- 
turn — it  is  the  listening  to  the  foolish — the 
being  led  by  the  blind — that  has  the  great 
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chance  of  making  fools !  Our  political  igno- 
rance>  in  the  mean  time,  is  national,  and  not 
individual,  with  our  '^  enlightened ;"  the  Times 
is  no  worse  than  all  the  rest;  and,  as  in  the 
example  which  I  have  now  cited,  it  is  by  em- 
phasis our  national  ignorance,  not  to  know  the 
meanings  of  terms  and  phrases ;  and,  thence, 
to  be  perpetually  floundering  amid  the  wildest 
confusion  of  ideas.  It  is  the  most  extraordinary 
occurrence  in  the  world,  if,  by  any  casualty, 
through  all  ranks  and  stations,  we  call  any 
thing  whatever  by  its  right  name,  or  under- 
stand, by  any  name,  the  thing  which  the  name 
represents !  And,  alas!  how  nearly  allied  is  igno-^ 
ranee — ^that  is,  is  error — to  vice ; — ignorance  of 
things,  to  ignorance  in  doctrine,  and  to  igno- 
rance in  conduct ! 


I  TAKE  the  risk  of  your  accusing  me  of 
abruptness,  while,  in  finally  concluding  this 
Postscript,  I  say  a  word,  concerning  the  abo- 
lition of  our  Usury  Laws,  a  topic  to  which  we 
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have  sometime  adverted,  and  which  seems  to 
be  one  of  the  favourite  and  current  objects  of  our 
commercial  public.  I  confess,  too,  that  I  have 
formerly  inclined  to  an  approval  of  Mr.  Serjeant 
Onslow's  notions  upon  that  subject,  and  have 
been  half  beguiled  by  the  smooth  and  super- 
ficial maxim  of  the  time,  that  ^*  money,  like 
other  things,  should  be  left  to  find  its  own  level 
in  the  market."  Further  consideration,  how- 
ever, has  satisfied  me,  that  this  smooth  and 
liberal-sounding  speech  (like  so  many  others  of 
the  same  kind)  is  entirely  fallacious ;  and  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  it  is  a  Juggle  of  words.  That 
the  marketable  value  of  money  should  be  left 
just  as  free  a$  that  of  any  other  marketable 
commodity,  is  unquestionable ;  but,  that  the 
profit  to  be  made,  by  the  lending  of  money  to  use, 
ought  to  be  limited  by  law,  remains  as  certain 
as  before.  Imagine  the  evil,  if  the  poor  man 
could  obtain  any  commodity — a  loaf,  for  example, 
of  bread, — upon  condition  of  paying  a  given  sum 
per  day,  so  long  as  the  original  price  should 
remain  unsatisfied ;  that  is,  of  paying  both  the 
price,  and  for  the  use  of  the  price !      A  man 
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may  give,  **  out  and  out/'  a  hundred  pounds  for 

twenty,  or,  for  five,  as  he  may  give  the  same  sum 

for  goods  of  no  greater  intrinsic  value ;  and  no 

great  harm,  or,  perhaps,  some  great  good,  is  done 

— and  the  perfect  legality  of  this  is  the  free 

market  of  money ;  but,  it  is  the  '*  lengthening 

chain,"  of  paying  fifty  or  ninety  pounds  a  year 

for  the  use  of  an  original  solitary  hundred,  that 

fills  the  cup  of  misery,  of  wrong,  and  of  ruin. 

You  may  hire  a  house,  and  contract  to  pay  five 

hundred  a  year  for  it,  and  all  may  be  well ;  but, 

purchase  the  same  house,  at  a  stipulated  price 

of  five  thousand  pounds,  and  contract  to  add  a 

thousand  a  year  to  the  original  debt,  till  it  shall 

be  satisfied, — ^that  is,  for  the  use  of  the  principal 

sum,  and  at  what  can  you  fix  the  limit  of  your 

burden  ?  The  truth  is,  that  all  lending  of  money, 

upon  interest  of  which  the  amount  is  unlimited 

by  law,  resolves  itself  into  gambling,  upon  the 

side  both  of  the  lender  and  the  borrower ;  and 

tends  but  to  beggar  the  many,  while  it  raises 

enormous  fortunes  for  the  few.     In  countries 

ancient  and  modern,  where  the  debtor,  and  his 

wife,  and  his  children,  become,  or  have  become, 

the  slaves  of  the  unsatisfied  creditor,  the  ten- 
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dency  of  iree  rates  of  interest  was  and  is  to 
reduce  the  mass  of  the  people  to  slavery^  and 
np  subject  of  popular  complaint  is  or  has  been 
so  bitter^  nor  so  fearful,  as  the  exactions  of  the 
Usurer;  and,  under  our  own  laws,  the  ten- 
dency of  the  same  freedom  would  be,  to  crowd 
Qur  gaols  and  wwkhouses.  The  Usurer  and  the 
lawyer  would  finally  swallow  up  every  thii^. 
The  poor,  the  necessitous,  the  adventurous, 
and  the  sanguine,  have  need  to  be  guarded 
against  the  consequences  of  acts  to  which  they 
are  so  strongly  tempted.  No  well-wisher,  then, 
to  the  multitude-r-no  friend  to  the  general 
equality  of  fortunes — to  the  perpetuation  of 
established  families — to  the  maintenance  of  the 
English  aristocracy — ^to  the  stability  of  Govern* 
ment — to  the  solid  interests  of  commerce — ^nor 
to  the  comer-stones  of  public  freedom — ought 
to  listen  to  the  proposal  of  abolishing  our  Usury 
Laws ! 

It  is  idle  to  argue  for  their  abolition,  upon 
the  ground  that  Usurious  transactions  take 
place  in  spite  of  them.  To  check,  and  not 
wholly  to  repress,  is  all  that  should  be  expected 
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from  any  laws  whatever;  and^  if  the  Usury 
Laws  do  not  check  Usury,  their  formal  abolition 
is  needless,  even  in  the  view  of  the  abolitionists; 
if  they  do,'  they  promote  the  best  interests  of 
individuals,  of  society,  and  of  the  State.  Power 
follows  property.— There  is  another  argument 
employed,  the  frivolousness  of  which  is  no  less 
apparent*  It  is  said,  that  a  low  rate  of  legal  in- 
terest at  home,  encourages  the  owners  of  money 
to  employ  it  abroad.  Why,  let  them  so  em- 
ploy it !  The  absence  of  their  money  may  be 
a  partial  evil,  indeed,  but  an  evil  not  to  be 
compared  with  the  enormous  one  of  legalising 
high  rates  of  interest  at  home !  Home  is  what 
we  are  to  take  care  of.  The  foreign  debtor 
must  look  to  foreign  laws  for  his  aegis,  but  the 
English  debtor  relies  upon  English  protection. 
In  the  moment  of  distress,  or  of  expectation, 
there  is  nothing  too  extravagant  for  the  lender 
to  ask,  nor  for  the  borrower  to  comply  with ; 
but,  shall  the  law  lend  its  holy  authority — its 
overwhelming  power — to  the  maintenance  of 
the  unholy  bargain !  Imagine  the  Usury 
Laws  actually  abolished,  and  anticipate  in 
what  odious  and  agonising  cases,  of  folly,  des- 
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peratioD,  and  wickedness,  our  Courts  of  Law 
would  hourly  find  themselves  called  upon  to 
support  legal  rights  against  natural  justice,  or, 
at  the  best,  against  natural,  as  well  as  against 
individual,  and  social,  and  national  interests ! 
It  is  with  Usury,   as  it  is  with  Roman  Ca- 
tholic Emancipation; — ^because  we    can  dis- 
cover an   inconvenience,  it  does   not  follow 
that  we  are  to  set  about  removing  it.    There 
are  inconveniences  which  are  to  be  submitted 
to  with  patience,  and   not  removed   in  folly. 
We  are  not  to  embrace  great  evils  only  that 
we  may  escape  from  lesser. — It  is  with  Usury, 
as  it  is  with  Roman  Catholic  Emancipation; 
— protected    by  good  laws   from  feeling  the 
evils  of  the  oppression  of  the  Usurer,  as  also 
from  religious  violence,  there  are  some  blind 
enough  to  fancy,  that  there  is  no  evil  in  either 
matter  !   It  is  with  Usury,  as  it  is  with  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation ;  protected  by  good  laws 
frpm  the  evils  to  which  their  absence  would 
leave  us  a  prey,  there  are  those  who  fancy  that 
there  is  no  evil  from  which  to  be  protected ! 
Like  children  with  their  parents,  or  like  crea- 
tures with  their  Creator,  the  safety  and  die 
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gifts  which  they  enjoy,  leave  them  insensible 
to  the  dangers  and  the  destitution  against 
which  they  are  guarded  and  provided;  but^ 
persuade  yourself^  my  dearest  friend,  that 
the  blessings  of  civil  society  are  altogether  a 
more  artificial  production,  than  igQorant^  be- 
cause thoughtless  men,  believe!  Persuade 
yourself  that,  in  civil  society,  no  more 
than  in  the  physical  world,  chance^  nor  even 
physical  necessity,  produces  any  thing,  or,  any- 
thing,  at  least,  that  is  good;  that  is,  that  is 
beautiful !  Acquaint  yourself  with  the  suffer- 
ings of  men,  of  society,  and  of  nations,  from 
lawful  Usury!  Through  whom  have  flowed 
the  tears  of  the  widow  and  orphan,  and  upon 
whom  have  been  poured  their  sanctioned  curses, 
—  if  not  upon  the  Usurer  ?  And  yet,  in  a  mo- 
neyed country  like  ours,  why  should  we  be  sur- 
prised, if  there  is  no  deficiency  of  voices,  nor  of 
presses,  in  behalf  of  the  license  of  the  Usurer; 
some,  smitten  with^  the  charms  of  borrowing ; 
and  others,  with  the  charms  of  lending!  But> 
never!  no,  never,  till  you  are  prepared  to 
legalise  all  gambling  together,  think  of  legalis- 
ing unrestrained  rates  of  profit  for  the  use  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1214 

money! — Nor  may  it  be  permitted  you  to 
wonder,  if  you  often  find  Abcditionists  of  the 
Usury  Laws,  and  Emancipationists  of  the  Ro^ 
man  Catholic  inhabitants  of  a  Protestant  coun<- 
try,  in  the  same  persons!  Thoughts  of  all  these 
kinds  go  naturally  together.  They  are  of  one 
seal,  and  are  the  special  property  of  the  gene*- 
ral  disorganisers  of  existing  civil  society — the 
universal  levellers  of  established  distinctions; 
— the  men,  in  short,  who  believe  that  every 
thing  in  civil  society  is  to  be  left  to  itself; 
— who  do  not  know,  that  if  society  in  the 
total  had  been  always  left*  to  itself,  theie 
would  never  have  been  such  a  thing  as 
civil  society ; — and  that,  if  civil  society  were 
left  to  itself  to-morrow,  it  would  to-morrow 
return,  like  a  neglected  garden,  into  pathless 
wilderness  I 

It  is  with  the  Usury  Laws,  as  with  Roman 
Catholic  Emancipation; — the  wisdom  of  p«- 
manent  institutions  is  proposed  to  be  set  at 
nought,  in  order  to  meet  the  spendthrift  neces- 
sities of  the  hour;  and,  hence,  it  is  insisted,  that 
tile  late  crisis  in  our  money*market  demonr 
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strates  the  propriety  of  their  abolition^  because, 
forsooth]  except  for  thein»  the  Usurer  might 
have  been  resorted  to,  to  hold  up  individual 
credit!  Now,  it  is  precisely  at  a  moment  of 
general  calamity,  that  rash  and  oppressive 
bargains  in  money  are  most  of  ^all  likely  to  be 
made,  and  that  the  needy  man  is  most  of  all  to 
be  defended  against  the  Usurer,  and  against 
himself! 

The  history  of  the  late  crisis  will  illustrate 
our  argument.  In  the  years- 1823  and  1824, 
whether  from  the  paper-currency  permitted  by 
the  Small  Note  Act,  aided,  perhaps,  by  the 
redemption  of  a  part  of  the  public  securities,  or 
from  what  other  cause,  the  circulating  medium 
superabounded.  The  riches  of  the  country 
were  not  increased,  but  they  had  been  largely 
converted  into  money— into  paper-money,  the 
system  of  which,  it  is  possible,  has  both  its  be- 
nefits and  its  evils.  The  excessive  amount  of  the 
drcmlating  medium — which,  differently  from  im* 
movable  property — ^has,  for  its  immediate  pur- 
poae  and  adaptation,  the  engaging  in  profitr 
aUe  txttffic,  engendered  among  its  posaessors 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1216 

the  thirst  of  speculative  adventure.  Discounts 
were  obtained  with  such  facility  that  the  rate  of 
interest  fell  to  three,  and  to  two-and-a-half  per 
cent;  for,  so  little  did  the  Usury  Laws,  thus 
far,  stand  in  the  way,  that  the  market-price  of 
the  use  of  money  was  even  far  below  the  legal 
maximum.  The  mania  for  new  adventures  of 
promised  profit — for  foreign  securities — ^Joint- 
stock  Companies — for  gambling  in  Shares,  so 
palatable  to  Earl  Nugent  and  others, — provoked 
the  further  conversion  of  immovable  property 
into  money— into  that  paper-money  which  it 
was  so  easy  to  fabricate,  and  therefore  so 
readily  applied  to  the  indulgence  of  the  specu- 
lation-taste. The  result  of  the  whole  was  an 
excess  of  the  circulating  medium,  and,  thence, 
a  depreciation  of  its  value : — paper  and  bullion 
declined  together  in  the  market.  Eight  mil- 
lions of  gold  (it  is  asserted)  were  sent  out  of 
the  country,  and  still  the  paper-money  was 
more  than  sufficient  for  circulation.  Adven* 
tures,  thus  encouraged,  multiplied — and,  with 
these,  further  conversions  of  property  into 
paper-money  were  multiplied  also.  To  arrest 
the  evil,  the  Bank  of  England  (as  we  are  told) 
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set  a  limit  to  the  issue  of  paper,  and  began  to 
call  in  more  or  less  of  what  was  abroad.  Many 
speculators  were  now  disconcerted ;  many 
country-banks  failed;  the  distress  betrayed 
itself  in  London;  a  **  panic/'  that  is,  a  general 
distrust  and  apprehension,  ensued ;  and,  there* 
by,  still  more  failures,  and  still  more  distress, 
were  produced.  Now,  where  was  the  fault? 
Was  it  in  the  Small  Note  Act  ?  Can  the  small 
notes  of  country  bankers  be  suddenly  ba* 
nished  without  further  inconvenience  ?  At  all 
events,  what  a  moment  of  harvest  for  the 
Usurer — ^what  a  seed-time  for  the  sorrows  of 
multitudes,  and  of  generations, — if  the  Usury 
Laws  had  not  been  in  the  way,  to  check  those 
resorts  of  desperation  to  which  a  similar  con- 
juncture is  adapted  to  give  birth !  The  drown* 
ing  man  catches  at  a  straw. 

The  Code  Napoleon  goes  much  further  than 
the  English,  in  the  proscription  of  Usury.  It 
declares  the  Usurer  a  criminal;  and,  lately,  at 
Toulouse,    one  Jacques  Teissedre  was  fined 
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twenty  thousaml  franos,  with  costs  of  process, 
upon  conviction  as  a  Common  Usurer. 


And  a  word^  also,  concerning  ourPpstrOffice 
Revenue.  No  profit,  beyond  such  a  sum  9$ 
should  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  casual  defici- 
encies, ought  to  be  derived  to  His  Majesty's 
Treasury  from  that  department.  All  unnec^- 
sary  charge  upon  the  carriage  of  Letters  and 
Newspapers,  is  a  tax  upon  intercourse  and  com* 
munication,  injurious  and  even  cruel  to  indivi- 
duals, and  ultimately  hurtful  to  the  revenue, 
comprehensively  considered.  I  have  stated 
before,  my  dissatisfaction  with  t^  duties  upon 
Newspapers  and  Advertisements;  I  would  have 
Aone  of  these  whatever,  and  I  would  reduce  all 
Postages  proportionably,  so  as  to  leave  only  a 
small  surplus  when  every  expense  should  be 
paid ;  and,  by  each  and  all  of  these  conces- 
sions, I  am  sure  that  the  facilities  of  raising  a 
revenue  would  be  increased.  A  taa^  upon  epis- 
tolary correspondence  is  as  impolitic  as  it  is 
oppressive.      Moreover,  in  proportion  as  the 
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present  correBpondenee  should  be  increased,  iU 
carriage  could  be  still  inore  cheaply  afforded, 
A  gradual  reduction  of  the  rates  of  Postage 
should  be  commepced;  and  one  tendency  of 
such  a  step  would  l^e,  that  of  diininis|uiig  the 
number  of /ra^A^,  to  the  personal  relief  of  Lord? 
and  Members  of  Parliament,  to  the  improve- 
inent  of  the  Post*Office  Revenue,  and  to  the 
more  equal  distribution  of  the  public  burdens. 
The  nett  profits  of  our  Post-Office  department 
— the  nett  proceeds  of  the  tax  upon  social 
intercourse — averages  a  million  and  a  half  per 
annum.  Probably,  to  begin  with,  fourpenny 
Postages  might  be  reduced  to  threepence; 
all  other  Postages  in  the  kingdom  reduced 
twopence  each ;  and  Letters,  in  London  and  its 
environs,  delivered  at  a  penny  and  twopence 
each,  or  twopence  throughout ;  and  if,  in  the 
absence  of  a  stamp-duty  upon  Newspapers,  a 
Postage  were  charged  for  their  delivery,  or,  if 
they  were  transported  only  in  parcels,  the 
effect  would  be  that  of  giving  encouragement 
to  local  presses.  In  every  way,  these  united 
measures  would  promote  employment,  trade, 
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consumption,  intercourse,  and  public  informa- 
tion and  revenue ;  and  foster  the  public  and 
private  happiness,  sympathies,  and  virtues. 
It  is  of  advantage,  both  to  individuals  and  to 
the  State,  that  the  latter  should  manage  the 
delivery  of  Letters ;  but  the  State  should  be 
satisfied  with  the  political  benefit,  and  not  seek 
to  put  any  thing  into  its  pocket*  It  ought  not 
to  make  the  Post-Office  a  source  of  revenue. 
It  is  imbecile,  when  any  part  of  the  system 
of  a  Government  tends  to  limit  its  own 
resources ;  it  is  frightful,  when  it  tends  to  nar- 
row, or  to  stint  the  growth  of,  the  beneficial 
capabilities,  national,  social,  or  individual,  of 
the  people ! 

While  I  am  writing,  a  series  of  easterly 
winds  has  interrupted  the  communication 
between  England  and  Ireland,  in  so  much  that 
five  mails  from  Dublin  have  become  due ;  and 
it  is  asserted,  that  the  deficient  appointments 
of  the  Post  Office  steam-boats  (notwithstanding 
the  heaviness  of  the  Irish  postage— heavy — I 
esteem  it— because  the  whole  department  yields 
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a  considerable  profit  to  the  State)  is  one  of  the 
causes  of  the  delay.  Upon  this  point  I  offer 
no  opinion;  but  I  adduce  these  interrupted 
communications,  arising  from  the  maritime 
disseverance  of  the  two  islands,  as  illustrating 
the  disadvantages  to  which  Ireland,  from  her 
geographical  position  alone,  is  subject,  and  the 
consequent  duty  of  His  Majesty's  Government, 
not  to  govern  Ireland  without  resorting  to  a 
system  of  compensations.  At  this  moment, 
too,  along  with  details  of  outrages  which 
my  united  plan  of  measures  would  be  capable 
of  bringing  to  a  speedy  conclusion,  we  are 
threatened  with  a  new  Irish  famine,— itself  a 
concomitant  reproach  of  King  and  Parliament 
at  Westminster,  and  also  an  additional  weapon, 
placed,  by  indolence  and  ignorance,  in  the  hands 
of  the  Emancipationists : 

'  **  In  DnbliD,^'  says  the  writer,  **  business  is  completely 
at  a  stand,  whilst  the  cries  of  hunger  and  distress,  even  at 
this  early  period  of  the  year,  are  already  heard  from  the 
starving  peasantry  of  the  South.  Potatoes  form  almost  the 
only  article  of  food  which  the  wretched  population  have 
the  means  of  consuming;  upon  this  vegetable  they  contrive, 
with  the  addition  of  a  little  salt,  and,  in  the  summer  months. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1222 

a  Tery  Itmted  qimntlty  of  milk,  to  subsist,  from  one  end  of 
tbe  year  to  aoothar.  The  late  potato-crop  failed  to  a  very 
great  ezteat  The  intense  heat  of  the  last  summer  literally 
burnt  up  the  root ;  it  only  came  to  a  partial  maturity  in  low 
and  boggy  land.  The  extent  of  the  failure  in  the  potato- 
crop  is  not  known.  Indeed,  I  must  say,  that  whatever 
affects  the  destitute  Irish  peasant,  is  litde  talked  of  by  any 
party,  until  the  seaion  of  suffering  sets  in,  and  famine^  with 
all  its  attendant  calamities,  make  their  accustomed  circuit 
over  this  devoted  and  most  unhappy  island ;  thus  it  was  at 
the  commencement  of  that  famine  which  swept  away  so 
many  lives,  and  which  would  have  depopulated  the  southern 
province,  if  it  were  not  for  the  munificent  charity  of  tbe 
English  people.  No  one,  scarcely,  heard  of  the  distress  of 
the  people  of  Munster,  until  the  appalling  fact  was  stated 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  famine  had  already  set 
in,  and  that  numbers  bad  actually  died  of  hunger.  A  pro- 
vincial paper  states,  that  the  village  of  Shilleney,  in  the 
county  of  Galway,  is  reduced  to  the  last  extremity.  The 
poor  people  of  that  place  are  constrained  to  steal  potatoes 
by  night,  to  support  their  famishing  little  children ;  and  some 
hundreds  of  them  saw  the  sun  go  down,  on  Christmas-day, 
without  having  once  tasted  food.  Here  is  a  picture  for  you, 
of  the  state  of  British  subjects !  Really,  this  cannot  last ; 
human  nature  cannot  endure  it !'' 

I  concur,  implicitly,  as  to  every  stigma  of 
general  miBgovernment,  which  these  Irish  ca- 
lamities may  be  thought  to  justify.    There  is 
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no  shadow  of  necessity  for  the  existing  condi- 
tion of  Ireland,  either  as  to  poverty,  or  as  to 
crime;  and  there  is  inoalculable  misehief  in  the 
insensibility  which  is  so  apt  to  grow  lipou  us, 
when  distress  and  horrors  become  familiar  and 
neglected,  as  things  unavoidable  and  of  course. 
It  was  an  admirable,  a  pathetic^  a  philoso- 
phical, and  patriotic  remark,  of  the  Countess 
Dowager  of  Glengall  (a  noble  lady,  to  whose 
humane  and  intelligent  exertions  Ireland  was 
already  so  much  indebted !)  in  the  course  of 
Her  Ladyship's  evidence,  given  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  to  the  effect, 
that  the  misery  of  the  poor  in  Ireland  is  so  great 
and  so  ordinary,  that  the  eye  becomes  accus- 
tomed to  it,  and  that  the  mind  ceases  to  hope 
for  or  believe  in  the  possibility  of  improvement! 
Now,  this  is  nothing  short  of  stain  upon  the 
Government  of  the  Kingdom.  Great  wealth  is 
an  accident  in  civil  society ;  partial  suffering  b 
an  accident  also ;  but,  general  and  unintermitted 
suffering  is  a  reproach  upon  those  to  whose  care 
civil  society  is  committed !  But,  how,  among 
other    causeS)   should  matters  be  otherwise. 
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while  the  selfish,  the  designing,  the  ignorant, 
the  indolent,  and  the  feeble,  plot,  or  else  amuse 
themselves  with  the  story  of,  Roman  Catholic 
.Emancipation,  tlisguising  Ireland's  real  wants, 
and  obstructing  all  their  real  remedy !  What, 
in  a  word,  would  not  three  years  only,  of  truly 
good  and  e£9cient  government  (for  there  need 
laws,  as  well  as  viceroys)  do,  for  the  actual  state, 
and  for  the  prospects  of  Ireland ;  for  the  re- 
sources of  the  empire ;  and  for  the  safety  of 
the  Constitution !  —  The  Constitution,  once 
more,  which  places  power,  not,  as  is  vul- 
^rly  understood,  in  King,  Lords,  and  the 
House  of  Commons^  but,  in  King,  Lords,  and 
all  the  Commons  of  the  Kingdom;  King  and 
Lords  acting  in  their  proper  persons,  and 
Commons,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
through  the  medium  of  je/ecterfCommons,— ^con- 
fidential agents  of  the  entire  body  of  the  Com- 
mons,— or,  subjects,  qualified  by  their  temporal 
condition,  and  by  their  spiritual  profession,  to 
enjoy,  and  to  make  themselves  the  defenders 
of,  the  immunities  bestowed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, upon  them  alone  ; — agents,  deputed  and 
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entrusted  to  thinks  judge  and  act,  at  once  for 
themselves,  and  for  their  fellow  Commons,  at 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  States. 

And  all  (with  respect  to  the  share  which  be- 
longs to  ignorance,  in  the  matter)  depends  upon 
the  mistaken  supposition,  that  a  man  is  bom  a 
Citizen  of  the  State,  because  he  is  born  an  in- 
habitant of  the  country; — born  one  of  the  Com- 
mons of  the  Kingdom,  because  bom  one  of  the 
King  s  subjects ; — just  as  if  the  same  man  could 
be  thought  a  native  Freemason,  because  bom 
upon  the  same  acre  with  some  other  men,  who 
are  free  aud  accepted  Masons !  A  State  is  a 
city — an  institution — a  corporation;  the  Citi- 
zens are  its  members; — the  qualifications  for 
Citizenship  are  those  which  the  State  ordains 
—the  persons  enjoying  Citizenship  are  those 
whom  the  laws  of  the  State  admit ;  adherence 
to  the  iaws  of  the  State,  or  City — and  not  a  plea 
of  personal  affection,  for  the  Lord  Mayor  or 
Aldermen,  is  necessarily  the  first  condition  of 
Citizenship ; — and  the  religion  of  the  State  is 
its  first  and  fundamental  law !  As  to  the  re- 
mainder of  the  inhabitants  of  a  country — of  the 
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i9<t/ion ;— that  is/  that  part  oilhe  nation  which  is 
BO  part  of  the  j9«?p&---they  ow6  allegiance,  and 
enjoy  protection,  but  hare  no  shaiie  in  tile  Go- 
vernment. So  melancholily  illiterate,  neverthe- 
less,  are  the  three  hundred  framers  and  voters  of 
the  Burdett  Bill,  that  they  actually  offer  that 
Bill  as  the  means  of  making  (Letter  XXXYII, 
Part  III,  page  928)  the  Protestant  and  Rd- 
manCatholio  subjects  of  His  Majesty,  "  one 
MEtfm;"— JQst  like  the  Irishman,  who  lately 
told  the  President  of  the  United  States  of 
Jforth  America,  that  ''  He  liked  the  country 
so  well,  he  meant  to  make  himself  a  na- 
tive;'— an  expression  which  has  been  cai^t 
up  as  an  Irish  bull,  while  it  is  nothing  more 
than  English  ignorance  of  words  and  tilings ! 
What  we  want,  in  England,  is,  not  a  Royal 
Society  of  Literature  (for  literaturci  in  the 
general,  no  longer  needs  artificial  help  among 
us),  but,  a  Royal  Philological  Society,  or 
Academy, — a  dort  of  Delia  Crusca  institution, 
— which,  by  contributing  to  fix,  and  diffuse  the 
knowledge  of,  the  vocabulary  of  our  language, 
might  be  made  subservient  td  the  first  interests 
of  learning)  religion,  morels,  laws,  and  govern- 
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toient,  and,  therefore^  to  the  happiness,  the  rights, 
and  the  liberties,  of  the  subjects  of  the  realm. 
If,  for  example,  the  Burdett-Bill  Peers  and 
Commons  had  only  happened  to  know  the  differ- 
ence between  a  nation  and  a  people^  they  woald 
(so  truly  is  knowledge  power!)  if,  for  that  rea- 
son alone,  have  cast,  of  their  own  accord,  the 
.  whole  Bill  into  the  fire ;  the  public  time,  in 
consequence,  would  have  been  husbanded ;  the 
public  quiet  undisturbed;  Mr.  O'Conneirs  fee- 
book  duly  filled ;  and  some  four  or  five  hundred, 
of  the  most  conspicuous  persons  in  the  coun- 
try, besides  the  whole  ''  enlightened  public/' 
and  the  whole  ^*  enlightened  press,"  prevented 
from  stamping  themselves,  through  all  genera- 
tions, for  dunces  and  drivellers!  For,  here,  as  in 
so  many  other  examples,  the  error  is  any  thing 
but  limited  to  the  misuse  of  a  word.  The  mis- 
use of  the  word  puts  a  mask  upon  the  idea;  the 
falsehood  of  the  idea  misleads  the  thoughts  of 
those  concerned;  and  the  misleading  of  their 
thoughts  leads  to  every  perverseness  in  their 
conduct.  The  whole  becomes  a  ''qui  pro 
quo ;"  and,  as  at  a' masquerade,  the  behaviour. 
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which  might  be  rational,  if  our  appreheDsion  of 
the  party  to  whom  we  address  it  were  correct, 
involves  us  in  mortifications,  if  not  in  ruin, 
through  the  influence  of  our  mistake  !     By  the 
simple  substitution  of  the  word  * 'people,"  for  the 
word  "  nation,"  the  Burdettites  would  have  been 
led  to  discover,  that,  for  what,  in  a  literal  sense, 
they  were  proposing  to  do,  no  Act  of  Parliament 
was  needed ;  and  that,  for  what  was  the  inten- 
Hon  of  the  deed,  no  Act  of  Parliament  could 
accomplish   any   thing!    The  Protestant  and 
Roman  Catholic  subjects  of  the  realm  are  al- 
ready one  nation  \  or,  if  they  are  not,  it  is  be- 
yond even  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament  to ' 
make  them  such,  as  surely  as  it  was  impossi- 
ble  for  the  Irishman  to  mak^  himself  a  native  of 
the  United  States  of  North  America !     Upon 
•the  other  hand,  it  is  just  in  the  same  degree 
beyond  even  the  omnipotence  of  Parliament, 
to    make    Protestants  and   Roman  Catholics 
**  one  people!"— God  has  already  made  us  and 
all  our  fellow  children  of  the  soil  one  nation; 
but,  neither  God,  nor  any  human  power,  can 
.make  us  one  people, — in  fact,  any  more  than  in 
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iiame)--€xcept  by  the  single  means  of  attaching 
us  to  one  Church;  as,  either  to  that  of  England^ 
or  to  that  of  Rome !  One  people,  one  reli- 
gion, one  code  of  law, — for  the  government 
of  life,  private  and  public : — **  Une  foi,  une  loi, 
un  roi  ;*'  this  is  what  Nature  insists  upon,  for 
the  composition  of  a  people;  and  it  is  neither 
Mr.  O'Connell,  nor  Mr.  Brougham,  nor  Mr. 
Canning,  that  will  change  the  resistless  course ; 
while,  in  the  absence  of  the  required  homoge* 
neity,  anarchy  alone. can  obtain!  I  have  cited 
to  you  the  mixed  Pagan  and  Christian  Romans, 
mutually  rejoicing  in  the  calamities  of  their 
country,  as  well  as  reciprocally  too  much 
occupied  with  their  religious  quarrels,  to  give 
heed  to  secular  affairs ;  and  the  same  human 
state  of  things  betrays  itself  at  this  hour  among 
the  Roman  Catholics,  as  it  would  betray  itself 
still  more  strongly,  if  the  absurd  attempt  were 
made,  to  render  us  all — one  people!  Mr.  O'Con- 
nell  avows  that  he  is  delighted  at  English  cala* 
mities,  but  explains  himself  by  adducing  the 
obvious  and  convincing  reason.  He  has  no  '^  ^^ 
struct  delight,"  he  says  (and  we  may  safely  do 
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him  the  justice  to  believe  him),  but,  he  delights 
^1  them  because  he  thinks  them  favourable  to 
his  personal  object —^ the  Emancipation;  an 
^h^t,  therefore,  to  which,  as  we  thus  clearly 
^acu  he  would  have  no  reluctance  to  advance 
over  the  ruins  of  England,  at  least, — ^if  not  of  the 
empire!  And  all  this  is  no  peculiar  vice  in 
Mr.  O'ConnelU  It  is  human  nature;  and 
that  against  which  all  the  legislators  in  the 
world — till  the  days  of  the  Cannings  and  their 
compeers, — have  taken  care  to  guard ! 

But,  I,  top,  have  my  schemes  for  Acts  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  it  is  in  consistence  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  civil  polity  which  I  have  just  above 
submitted,  that  I  have  sketched  (what  I  will 
hereafter  show  you)  the  Preamble  and  the 
Clauses  of  a  Bill,  which  I  entitle,  **  A  Bill  to 
extend  tbe  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Settlement 
and  Bill  of  Rights;  so,  as  still  further  to  secure 
the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  Subjects  of  the 
Realm."  It  shall  not  be  my  fault,  if  the  reign 
of  His  present  Majesty  do  not  come  to  parti- 
cipate in  the  glory  of  the  reigns  of  Charles  the 
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Second  jand  William  aadMary,  :for  ^the  fcurther- 
aace  of  popular  libarty  and  security ;' if»  .put^r 
ti^  do^n  the  Cannings,  the  Ol'Connelfe,  asd 
and  theiPiuiikett8«(tbat  is,  limiting  each  to  ius 
voeationr-4he'  first  to  hi?  diplomacy,  a]i4  ^hd 
two  latter  to  their  briefs  and  to  their  fees-r^bit 
making — ^for  God's  8ake*-w>  Chancellors  of 
either — Chancellors  twithoat  a  hormbook  of 
the  Constitution !) — putting,  down,  too»  -^ 
whole  brood  of  a  single  nest^—Liberals^Kound-* 
heads,  Tories,  Dissenters  and  Roman  Catho- 
lics— ^Whiggism — the  only  Whiggisji — do  not 
soar  triumphant*  But,  to  effect  this,  the  ship 
of  the  commonwe^  nuist  be  righted'-^^buses 
must  be  stowed  away— *and  both  cabin  and 
forecastle  must  know  their  appropriate  tenants  t 
It  is  not  alone  the  Protestant  ascendancy,  but 
it  is  the  English  ascendancy  also  (that  single 
safe-guard  of  the  former),  which  is  in  imme- 
diate danger, — danger  of  which  the  source  is 
in  our  own  supineness,  and,  still  more  (as  I  am 
willing  to  believe),  in  our  ignorance,  both  of 
our  necessities,  and  of  our  means !  Scotland  is 
Presbyterian;  and  Ireland,  through  our  mis- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1232 

managemeDty  still  continues  Roman  Oathoiic — 
Roman  Catholic  to  every  political  puqiose,  a9 
well  with  respect  to  its  Protestant  property, 
as  to  its  Roman  Catholic ;  for,  as  the  fruit  of  our 
bad  government,  the  property  which  we  have 
given  to  Protestants,  and  to  Englishmen,  has 
only  served  to  place  its  new  owners  upon  their 
knees  to  Roman  Catholicism,  and  in  array 
against  the  State ; — as  the  Buckingham  Peers 
bear  vritness ! 

Augean  stables,  I  acknowledge,  are  to  be 
cleansed ;  but,  my  individual  labour  (presump- 
tuous as  may  be  the  speech)  shall  not  be  want- 
ing. Church  and  King  are  to  be  saved — 
Protestantism,  and  Ireland,  and  England ;  and 
civil  and.  religious  liberty,  and  knowledge,  and 
letters,  throughout  the  world,  are  to  be  saved ; 
— and,  if  there  are  those  who  will  follow  me, 
let  them  follow !  One  Act,  for  giving  bread, 
and  F£AC£,  and  wealth,  and  civilisation,  and 
knowledge,  to  Ireland;  one,  for  the  better 
preservation  of  the  peace  in  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain ;  and  one,  for  purifying  the  two  Houses 
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of  Parliament,  for  the  recovery  and  mainte- 
nance of  English,  and  Protestant  and  Churchy — 
that  is.  Constitutional  interests, — in  the  realm  of 
England ; — these,  with  a  local  and  daily  bene- 
ficence of  administration  in  the  afiiurs  of  Ire- 
land ; — these  are  the  whole  (but  what  a  whole !) 
that  I  require.  In  this  manner  I  have  stated, 
though  only  in  general  terms,  all  my  objects, 
and  likewise  all  my  means.  A  Protestant 
ascendancy  is  not  enough.  We  want,  besides, 
a  Church  ascendancy,  and  an  English; — ^we 
want  Ireland  to  be  served,  and  England  to  be 
SAVED !  This,  in  all  seriousness,  is  the  entire 
story.  Irish  troubles  are  to  be  solaced,  but 
they  are  not  to  be  made  a  pretext  for  destroy- 
ing the  Constitution  of  England,  nor  a  ladder 
for  mounting  over  the  head  of  English  power  I 

It  is  Whig  Principles  of  Government; — it  is 
the  Rights  of  the  People — the  People— the 
Citizens— of  whom  the  King  is  one,  the  first,  the 
prince,  the  head,  and  leader ; — it  is  the  Rights 
of  the  King,  the  Lords,  and  of  all  the  Com- 
mons of  the  Kingdom ;  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  country,  that  are  known  to  the  Constitu- 
tion,—  that  I  oppose  to  Roman  Catholic,  and 
to  all  Non-conformist  Emancipation ;  to  the 
betraying  of  the  Rights  of  the  People — of  the 
Commons  of  the  Kingdom  —  of  the  Citizens 
of  the  State— to  those  who  are  no  part  of  the 
people — no  part  of  the  Commons — no  part  of 
the  Citizens  of  the  State ; — but,  who,  by  noto- 
riety, are  its  aliens,  and,  by  their  own  mani- 
festoes, its  enemies ; — enemies,  I  do  not  say  to 
its  foreign  interests,  but,  to  its  domestic ;  to  its 
nearest,  and  its  dearest,  of  the  whole !  And,  if 
the  several  political  and  Constitutional  inqui- 
ries, which  my  Letters  pursue,  were  fully  enu- 
merated and  described,  they  would  be  found 
to  embrace  —  the  political  and  general  state 
of  Ireland,  the  Roman  Catholic  Question,  the 
Constitutional  definition  of  the  People — the 
Commons  of  the  Kingdom  —  the  Citizens  of 
the  State,  English,  Scottish  and  Irish;  the 
Constitutional  character  of  the  Religion  of 
the  State;  the  consequent  Constitutionality, 
both  of  legal  defences  of  that  Religion, 
and  of  Ciril  Disabilities  among  those  who  im- 


Digitized  by 


Go.ogle 


1235 

pugn  it;  and  the  existing  and  pressing  dan- 
gers of  England,  and,  through  England^  of 
the  interests  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty^ 
throughout  the  world,  and  throughout  time, 
from  Non-conformist»  and  from  Irish  ascend- 
ancy, rendered  newly  and  powerfully  opera- 
tive, by  the  Acts  of  Union  with  Ireland  and 
with  Scotland,  as  also  by  the  progress  of  poli- 
tical and  moral  popular  ignorance,  impelled  by 
the  nature  and  events  of  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, and  nourished,  disseminated,  and  embold- 
ened, by  the  diffusion  of  letters,  and  by  the 
aid  of  an  ignorant,  if  not  a  servile,  and  a  venal 
press ;  a  press,  in  the  meantime,  whose  liberty 
should  not  be  straitened,  but  which  should  be 
more  resolutely,  as  also  more  learnedly,  fought 
with.  If  England  falls  (and  the  risk  is  great 
and  impending)  she  will  fall  before  domestic 
enemies  alone, — before  the  enemies  of  her  Con- 
stitution in  Church  and  State — whose  strength 
will  consist  in  England's  moral  weakness ;  that 
weakness  in  her  ignorance ;  while,  for  the  source 
of  her  ignorance — for  her  acquisition  of  error 
in  the  place  of  knowledge — she  will  be  mainly 
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indebted — after  her  popular  institutions — and 
after  her  defective  laws — to  the  ignorance,  if 
not  to  the  corruption,  of  her  political  press ! 

But,  you  see,  at  large,  the  plan  of  my  cam- 
paign. I  am  content  with  no  defensive  war- 
fare. I  would  turn  the  blockade  into  a  siege. 
From  the  assailed,  I  would  become  the  assail- 
ant. I  would  '*  seek  the  lion  in  his  den/'  I 
would  not  wait  to  be  eaten.  I  would  make 
our  adversaries  rue  the  day  that  ever  they  set 
abroad  the  Roman  Catholic  Question.  I 
would  scatter  the  whole  band  of  ignorant,  and 
slavish,  and  selfish,  and  sordid.  I  would  answer 
the  Protestant  Dissenting  junction  with  Ro- 
man Catholic  claimants,  and  the  Resolutions 
of  the  Buckingham  Peers, — the  bought  and 
sold — the  enslaved,  corrupted,  and  stranger,  or 
estranged  and  denaturalised,  **  possessors  of 
property"  in  Roman  Catholic  Ireland  (Roman 
Catholic  from  English  gross  mis-government) ; 
— I  would  answer  both  of  these,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  a  hundred  more — by  standing  up,  in  the 
strength  of  English  nerve,  and  principle,  and 
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truth,  and  justice  of  quarrel,  and  striking  to  the 
ground  (but  without  physical  violence),  while 
yet  time  is,  the  many-headed  monster  that 
believes  us,  even  now,  in  all  his  mouths ! 

Physical  violence,  my  dearest  friend,  as  you 
know,  and  as  the  entire  strain  of  my  Letters 
evinces,  is  always  out  of  my  contemplation  for 
my  own  political  purposes,  as  it  is  also  out  of 
my  endurance  for  those  of  others;  and,  in  the 
ease  before  us,  there  is  not  the  slightest  motive 
for  resorting  to  it,  as  there  is  equally  not  the 
slightest  danger  of  being  reduced  to  it.    Moral 
force — the  force  of  reason — is  that  alone,  which, 
in  all  ordinary  circumstances,  has  just  political 
place  in  society ;  and,  as  to  our  own  actual  posi- 
tion, even  this  is  unneeded,  as  to  the  object  of 
acquiring  any  thing,  but  solely  for  regulating 
our  use  of  that  which  we  already  possess.     Of 
the  elective  franchise  we  already  enjoy  at  least 
a  share ;  and,  with  that  Constitutional  weapon 
in  our  hands,  every  thing  that  remains  is,  that, 
as  for  as  our  share  of  the  elective  franchise  assists 
us,  we  should  have  the  virtue^  and,  in  an  equal 
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degree,  the  senn,  to  depute  to  Parliament — to 
tlie  General  Assembly  of  the  States — only  sach 
of  our  fellow  Commons,  as,  at  once,  live  in 
communicm  with  our  Church, — that  is,  in  loy* 
alty  to  our  Constitution, — and  have  also  the 
knowledge,  the  understanding,  the  reflection, 
— »or,  at  the  least,  the  sentiment  and  principle^ 
the  virtue  and  the  courage, — to  compi^hend 
the  nature  and  the  wants  of  that  which  is  the 
object  of  their  love,  and  to  devote  themselves 
to  its  faithful  service!  There  are,  indeed, 
enough — exclusive  even  of  the  Buckingham 
Peers, — with  all  their  boroughs,  and  with  all 
their  other  instruments  of  power,  and  other 
means  of  influence, — ^to  work,  might  and  main, 
against  us ;  but,  let  us  do  our  own  duty, — ^let 
us  use  the  strength  which  is  not  denied  us,-^ 
tod  see  whether,  for  the  using  it,  we  obtain  no 
reward ! 

END   OF   THE   THIRD   PART. 
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No.  I. 


SCOTLAND  AND  IRELAND  COMPARED. 


Example  teaches  better  than  precept;  and  we  do  not 
know  if  any  thing  woold  entighten  our  Irish  neighbours 
more,  as  to  what  they  lose  by  their  internal  distractions, 
than  to  show  them  what  a  country  with  infinitely  fewer  na- 
tural advantages  than  theirs,  and  which  was  inhabited  a 
century  ago  by  a  people  stilf  more  lawless  and  turbulent 
than  the  Irish  of  that  day,  has  become,  by  the  force  of 
habits  of  order  and  industry,  with  very  little  aid  from  poli- 
tical institutions. 

Scotland  and  Ireland  are  very  nearly  of  the  same  extent; 
the  area  of  the  former,  with  its  islands,  being  in  round  nuiA- 
bers  about  30,000,  and  that  of  Ireland  about  31,000  square 
miles.  Land  is  of  value,  however,  only  for  what  grows 
on  it,  or  lies  under  it ;  and  a  large  portion  of  Scotland  is  so 
utterly  destitute  of  mineral  and  vegetable  wealth,  that  the 
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real  superiority  of  Ireland  is  very  great.  To  the  eye  of  an 
Eaglishman,  accustomed  to  the  unbroken  richness  of  his 
own  country,  Scotland  presents  merely  a  confused  assem- 
blage of  mountains,  with  some  few  stripes  and  patches  of 
arable  land,  scattered  in  the  valleys  which  divide  one 
ridge  from  another. 

Sir  John  Sinclair  estimates  the  productive  soils  of  Scot- 
land at  6,000,000  of  acres,  out  of  19,000,000 ;  or,  very  little 
more  than  one-fourth.  In  a  Parliamentary  Report  (1813, 
1814),  the  bogs  and  mountains  of  Ireland  are  estimated  at 
2,230,000  acres,  and  the  arable  land  at  18,107,000. «  The 
productive  soil  of  Ireland  is  therefore  to  that  of  Scotland  as 
18  to  6,  or  three  and  a  half  to  one. 

The  population  of  Scotland  in  1821  was  2,093,000,  and 
that  of  Ireland  6,846,000.  The  ratio  is  therefore  very  nearly 
the  same  as  in  the  case  of  the  arable  soil,  or  as  three  and  a 
half  to  one. 

In  the  20  years  from  1801  to  1821,  the  population  of 
Scotland,  upon  an  average,  has  increased  annually  at  the 
rate  of  136  persons  upon  each  10,000,  and  if  this  rate  of  in- 
crease were  to  continue  constant,  it  would  double  itself  in 
61  years. 
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Comparing  Dr.  Beaufort's  estimate  of  the  number  of  in- 
habitants in  Ireland  for  1792,  with  the  returns  for  1821 » the 
population  appears  to  have  increased  at  the  rate  of  170  per- 
sons upon  each  10,000  annually,  and  should  double  itself 
in  41  years.  But  if  we  take  the  hearth-money  returns  of 
1785  as  a  basis,  the  annual  increase  is  244  upon  each 
10,000,  and  the  period  of  doubling  20  years.  The  former 
calculation  is  probably  nearer  the  truth  than  the  latter. 

The  wealth  of  the  two  countries  ought  to  be  in  proportion 
to  their  natural  advantages,  or  nearly  as  one  to  3J.  No 
data  exist  in  any  country,  from  which  the  amount  of  its 
accumulated  capital  can  be  ascertained  with  precision ;  but 
the  public  revenues  may  afford  us  materials  for  an  approxi- 
mate judgment. 

In  the  year  ending  5th  January  last,  the  net  produce  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Uiree  United  Kingdoms  was  67,585,7651.  Of 
this  sum,  Irelaud,  which  contains  very  nearly  one-third  of 
the  population,  and  rather  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  ter- 
ritorial surface,  contributed  4,265,737/.  or  about oil6  tkirteenih 
part. 

The  revenue  derived  from  Scotland  is  not  distinguished 
from  that  of  England Jn  the  annual  finance  accounts;  but  a 
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Parliamentary  paper  of  1B22  supplies  the  foUowiog  state- 
ment for  1821  : — 

Crrofff  Revenue,        Net  Revenue. 

England, £  54,664,913         £48,021,587 

Scodand, 4,292,657  3,436,642 

Ireland, 5,181,208  4,039,573 

£  64,038,686         £  55,505,602 

The  net  revenue  of  Scotland  in  1821  was  3,436,642/. ; 
that  of  Ireland,  to  be  in  due  proportion,  should  have  been 
12,000,000/.;  but  it  was  no  more  than  one-third  part  of  that 
amount ! 

*    The  exports  of  the  two  countries,  in  1823,  estimated  at 

the  official  rates,  were — 

Scotland £6,070,535 

Ireland 8,152,749 

But  of  the  exports  from  Ireland  in  1824,  only  673,815/. 
were  to  foreign  countries,  the  rest  being  to  Britain.  Our 
belief  is,  that  the  whole  of  the  exports  set  down  as  those  of 
Scotland,  were  to  foreign  parts,  except  what  went  to 
Ireland.    What  follows  will  throw  light  on  this  point. 

The  most  surprising  contrast  is  exhibited  by  the  shipping 
of  the   two  countries.     If  the  subjoined   were  not  drawn 
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from  80  authentic  a  source  as  the  Finance  Book,  it  would 
certainly  not  be  credited. 

Number  of  Ships  and  Men  that  belonged  to  the  several 
ports  of  Scotland  and  of  Ireland,  on  the  30th  Sept.  1824  :— 
Ships.  Tons.      Men  and  Bays. 

ScoUand, 2,961         266,975         19,631 

Ireland, 1,376  73,293  6,779 

England, 16,466      1,981,686       123.332 

Ships  built  in  1824  :— 

Sh^s.  Tims. 

In  ScoUand 139  12,840 

Ireland, 35  1,815 

England, 625  76,428 

Thus  the  amount  of  shipping  belonging  to  Ireland  is  only 
one  third  of  that  belonging  to  Scotland,  instead  of  being 
three  times  greater.  The  tonnage  of  the  vessels  built  in 
Ireland  in  1824,  was  only  one  seventh  of  that  of  the  vessels 
built  in  Scotland.  We  suspect,  indeed,  that  the  Clyde  has 
nearly  as  much  shipping  as  the  whole  ports  in  the  peri- 
phery of  the  Emerald  Isle — as  it  certainly  has  a  greater 
portion  of  commercial  enterprise.  It  was  not  without  rea- 
son that  Swift,  when  '<  the  Trade  of  Ireland'^  was  given  as 
a  toast,  declined  to  drink  it,  declaring,  that  ''  he  drunk  no 
memories."     It  might  be  supposed  that  though  the  native 
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shipping  of  Ireland  is  small»  she  has  a  considerable  trade 
carried  on  by  the  shipping  of  other  countries;  but  the  fol- 
lowing document  will  show  that  this  is  not  the  case. 

Ships  which  entered  the  Ports  of  the  United  Kingdom 
in  1824: — 

«u«n(  BRITISH. 

Ships.  Tons.  Men. 

England, 9,976  1,507,107  90,770 

Scotland, 1,149  198,388  13,712 

Ireland, 609  91,825  5,218 

FOREIGN. 

England 4,879  650,128         85,970 

Scotland, 401  44,752  2,692 

Ireland 373  64,661  3,450 

[From  th^  Scottman. 


IRISH    EXCISE. 

The  following  is  a  return  of  the  gross  receipt  of  the 
revenue  of  Excise  in  Ireland,  distinguishing  the  amount: — 
Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1802   .  .  .  £.    475,732  13    7} 

1822 

1823 

1824 

1825 


2,007,234     0  5^ 

1,875,405    0  4} 

1,739,246  18  5| 

1,964,873     3  9^ 


Accountant-General's  Office,  June  L3,  1825. 


R.  Cooper. 
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An  account   of  the  JESUITS'  COLLEGE  at 
STONYHURST  in  LANCASHIRE. 


The  Jesuits^  when  they  were  driven  from  Liege,  and 
their  property  confiscated  at  the  French  Kevolution,  sought 
an  asylum  in  England,  and  were  presented  by  the  fieither,  or 
grandfather,  of  Mr.  Weld,  the  present  owner  of  Lulworth. 
castle,  with  the  house,  and  a  hundred  acres  of  land,  at  Stony- 
hiiFst.  They  have  since  purchased  a  hundred  more.  They 
are  also  tenants  for  no  inconsiderable  quantity  of  land, 
although  the  produce  of  the  whole  is  insufficient  for  Uie 
wants  of  their  establishment.  The  Society  consists  of  Su- 
periors, Missionaries,  and  Teachers.  The  first  of  these  are 
few  in  number :  they  are  the  governors  of  the  establishment^ 
and  have  the  whole  direction  of  its  affairs.  One  of  them  is 
called  the  President.  The  Missionaries  are  priests  who 
officiate  in  different  chapels  in  the  neighbourhood,  where 
there  is  no  resident  priest ;  and  are  also  ready  to  succeed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


VUl 

or  assist  those  who  are  at  a  greater  distance.  The  Teachers 
have  each  the  care  of  a  particular  school,  and  are  under  the 
direction  of  one  who  is  called  the  Superintendent  of  Studies. 
There  are  also  what  are  called  Prefects,  who  have  the  su- 
perintendence of  the  scholars  at  their  studies,  their  sports, 
and  in  their  walks.  The  number  of  scholars  is  about  two 
hundred ;  the  greater  part  of  them  are  Irish,  bqt  there  are 
foreigners  also  from  every  part  of  the  globe.  Each  scholar 
pays  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  Two  hundred  therefore 
(and  this  number  has  sometimes  been  considerably  exceeded) 
produce  ten  thousand  pounds.  The  real  property  of  this 
Society  may  be  valued  at  forty  thousand  pounds;  including 
the  gift  of  Mr.  Weld,  and  what  they  have  themselves  ex- 
pended in  the  purchase  of  land,  and  the  improvement  and 
enlargement  of  the  building.  Their  annual  revenue  may 
therefore  not  unfairly  be  stated  at  twelve  thousand  pounds. 
Their  gains  must  have  been  very  considerable,  to  enable 
them  to  lay  out  thirty  thousand  pounds,  in  about  twenty 
years;  and  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that,  at  present, 
they  are  at  all  below  the  general  average.  They  are  now 
soliciting  subscriptions  towards  building  a  new  chapel,  to 
which  they  themselves  subscribe  three  hundred  pounds. 

In  the  course  of  the  five  and  twenty  years  that  Stonyhurst 
has  been   in  possession  of  its  present  owners,  an   entire 
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charge  has  been  wrought  in  the  religious  character  of  the 
neighbourhood;  the  majority  of  its  inhabitants  were  not  then 
Roman  Catholics,  the  preponderance  being  on  the  side  of 
the  Protestants.  At  the  present  time,  the  Protestants  are 
reduced  to  less  than  one- seventh  of  the  whole  population  of 
he  district.  Of  course  the  **  College/'  as  it  is  called,  gives 
employment,  in  one  way  or  other,  to  a  great  number  of  per- 
sons, and  none  of  them  are  Protestants.  Intermarriages 
between  Catholic  and  Protestant  families  have  been  very 
numerous  in  the  neighbourhood ;  and  this  has  been  the  most 
prolific  source  of  what  are  termed  conversions.  The  refuse 
meat  of  two  hundred  and  fifty,  or  three  hundred  people,  the 
cast-off  clothes  of  nearly  the  same  number  (for  they  provide 
the  scholars  with  an  uniform  dress),  must  either  be  given 
away  or  sold  for  very  little ;  and  it  is  the  general  under- 
standing of  the  neighbourhood,  that  nobody  must  look  for 
any  thing  in  the  former  way  of  disposal,  without,  occa- 
sionally at  least,  appearing  at  mass.  The  Surgeon  and  the 
Drawing-master  are  Protestants^  and  form  the  only  excep- 
tions to  the  rule  mentioned  above. 
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IRISH  JESUITS. 


In  the  year  i814»  when  Castlebrown  (dow  called  Glen- 
fowe's  Wood),  the  seat  of  the  late  Wogan  Brown,  Esq. 
was  purchased  by  the  Jesuits  for  a  College,  at  the  sum  of 
£16,000,  only  four  Jesuits  then  came  oyer  from  Palermo : 
they  were  Irishmen  educated  abroad.  Mr.  Kenny  was  thrir 
head,  and  each  had  his  own  department  Mr.  Kenny 
afterwards  went  to  America,  to  found  an  establishment  diere, 
but  returned,  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Aylmer,  who  is 
aow  the  principal.  In  IB17,  they  had  two  hundred  pupils, 
but  were  building  additions  to  accommodate  five  hundred, 
besides  noviciates  (or  philosophers)  to  increase  the  order. 
They  have  built  nearly  a  little  town  at  the  back  of  the  College, 
having  their  own  butchers,  bakers,  tailors,  smiths,  &c.  all 
belonging  to  the  order  as  lay  brothers ;  and  several  more 
Jesuits  came  over  from  Italy  and  Russia,  after  the  Emperor 
Alexander  had  banished  them  from  his  dominions. 
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<<The  striotesi  tUeoce'*  says  a  yi8Uor>  ''was  olMienred  by 
the  pupils,  who  appear  not  to  dare  to  speak  till  they  gU 
l^ve.  whiob  made  me  imagine  that  some  of  then  wen 
dumb*  At  Uiis  moment  there  are  between  three  and  four  hva^ 
dred  pupils,  besides  paupers,  whom  they  teach  fpratuitonsiy. 
Their  refectory  in  the  new  boilding  is  eighty  feet  long.  TIm 
dormitories  are  admirably  constructed ;  one  room  contained 
one  hundred  and  forty-four  beds,  placed  in  squares^  of 
sixteen  in  a  square,  and  built  up  like  pews  in  a  church,  so 
that  no  boy  'can  ^e  another  undressing ;  six  of  the  manters 
walk  up  and  down,  in  turns,  all  night,  that  not  a  word  may 
be  spoken.  The  boys  have  a  separate  rocwi  to  wash  in,  and 
another  to  dress  in,  with  boxes  all  round  the  room,  far 
eombs,  &c.  In  all  the  rooms  where  the  pupils  are«  there 
are  privato  places,  whence,  every  thing  can  be  seen  and 
heard,  without  the  boys  knowing  they  are  watohed.  They 
all  answer  to-their  nmmber,  not  their  names,  and  th^  College 
is  increasing  every  day.  The  Students  are  boarded,  cletked, 
and  taught,  for  £60  a  year  each.  They  know  nothing  of 
their  own  clothes,  but,  when  new  ones  are  wanted,  they 
find  them  laid  ready,  and  no  inquiry  to  be  made  about 
them.  In  wet  weather,  they  walk  up  and  down  the  cloisters, 
which  go  round  three  parts  of  the  building. 

''  I  feel  persuaded  that  the  Jesuits  have  spies  in  most 
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fuuilits,  as,  incideDtally,  I  found  they  were  aware  of  many 
family  occurrences  that  otherwise  they  could  not  be 
acquainted  with.  Their  correspondence  is  extensivcy  and 
they  have  succeeded  in  having  a  Post-office  established  at 
Clare»  the  nearest  village.  They  do  not  deny  being  Jesuits, 
and  wear  the  habit  of  that  order,  which  is  peculiar. 

*'  Their  last  general  was  a  Pole,  named  Bro^iski.  There 
was  an  election  .for  a  new  one  about  two  years  ago,  which 
a  deputation  from  Castlebrown,  went  to  Rome*to  attend. 

'<  They  have  also  an  establishment  at  Hardwick  Place, 
Dublin,  where  Mr.  Esmonde  (son  of  Dr.  Esmonde,  who 
was  hanged),  and  several  other  Jesuits,  reside,  and  they 
frequently  preach  charity  sermons  in  several  Popish 
Chapels  of  the  metropolis.  There  is  a  branch  connected 
with  them  in  another  part  of  the  county  of  Rildare,  but 
that  I  know  nothing  of,  further  than  report.  They  are  very 
cautious  if  any  questions  are  asked  respecting  their  funds, 
and  pretend  not  to  Aear,  or  evade  them.  On  my  enquiring 
if  they  were  aided  by  private  subscriptions  or  donations, 
the  reply  was,  'That  door.  Sir,  leads  to  such  an  apartment' 
Their  influence  is  very  great.  Since  they  settled  in  the 
country,  all  Roman  Catholic  servants  are  forbidden  to 
attend  family  prayers  in  Protestant  families,  who  used  to 
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attend  formerly,  and  very  few  are  suffered  to  peruse  the 
Holy  Scriptures. 

**  The  establishment  attended  with  the  greatest  danger  to 
the  Protestant  interests  of  Ireland,  is  Clondalkin,  where 
their  itinerant  emissaries  are  instructed.  Dr.  Bird,  principal 
Jesuit  at  Stonyhurst,  knows  this.  The  order  has  offered 
£13,000  for  Furnace,  near  Naas,  and  £9,000  for  another 
fine  mansion  near  Cork.  The  Junior  College  at  Rahan, 
near  Tullambre,  is  in  a  prosperous  state." 
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RESOLUTIONS 

OF  PROTESTANT   PEERS   POSSESSING   PROPERTY    IN 
IRELAND. 


The  Resolutions  entered  into  at  the  Meeting  of  Protes- 
tant Peers  possessing  property  in  Ireland,  which  was  held 
on  the  27th  ult.,  at  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Buckingham's, 
in  Pall-mall,  having  been  transmitted  by  us  for  the  appro- 
bation and  signatures  of  those  Peers  who  were  not  present 
on  that  occasion — 

We  think  it  now  our  duty  to  gi^e  to  the  public,  agreeably 
to  our  declaration  to  that  effect,  the  document  in  its  present 
state,  augmented  by  the  additional  signatures  which  it  has 
since  received. 

downshire. 

Vane  Londonderry. 

Wentworth  Fitzwilliam. 

donoughmore. 

Resolved — ^1.  That  while  we  acknowledge  with  gratitude 
the  measures  adopted  by  Parliament  for  the  general  im- 
provement and  prosperity  of  Ireland,  we  cannot  but  feel 
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Chftt  full  effect  can  never  be  giv^  to  the  benevolent  ittlen- 
tions  of  the  Legislature  while  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow* 
subjects  labour  under  civil  disqualificatiouB ;  that  every 
accession  of  wealth  and  knowledge  must,  by  increasing  the 
capacity  of  exercising  the  highest  civil  rights,  increase 
equally  the  desire  of  obtaining  them,  and  thus  aggravate 
the  discontent  of  those  who  are  aggrieved. 

2.  That  the  civil  equality  of  all  classes  of  the  people 
would  not  endanger  the  Constitution,  which  is  best  secured 
by  giving  to  all  an  equal  interest  in  its  support;  nor  the 
Protestant  Faith,  which  is  secured  by  its  own  clear  truths, 
and  by  the  pious  zeal  of  our  clergy;  nor  Property  in  Tithes, 
which,  like  all  other  property,  is  secured  by  law. 

3.  That,  without  such  civil  equality,  there  is  no  hope  of 
permanent  tranquillity  in  Ireland,  or  of  that  perfect  national 
union  which  is  alone  wanting  to  complete  the  greatness  of 
the  empire,  and  for  ever  to  preserve  it  from  hostile  aggres^ 
sion. 

4.  That  it  is  expedient  to  do  an  act  of  justice  in  a  time 
of  prosperity  ;  to  confer  rights  while  they  will  be  received 
with  gratitude;  to  confer  with  advantage  what  cannot  be 
refused  with  safety;  and  to  adopt  in  peace  a  measure  which 
may  be  forced  upon  us  in  war,  and  which  the  uncontrolable 
course  of  time  must  evidently  force  upon  us  soon. 

5.  That  we,  the  undersigned  Protestant  Peers  possessing 
property  in  Ireland,  most  earnestly  recommend  to  our  Ro- 
man Catholic  fellow-subjects,  firmness,  temperance,  and 
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union.  That  we  desire  them  td  rely  upon  us  as  the  deter- 
mined  friends  of  their  just  cause ;  and  upon  the  |[[ood  sense 
of  their  Protestant  fellow-subjects  for  the  ultimate  recovery 
of  their  civil  rights. 


Leinstbr 

Devonshire 

Buckingham  and 
Chandos 

Lansdownb 

downshire 

Vane  London- 
derry 

Wbntworth 

FlTZWlLLIAM 

Kingston 

Darkley 

Fortbscue 

Clare 

Charlemont 

donoughmore 

Northland 

CUPDEN 

Clonbrock 

GoSFORD 

Caledon 

Leitrim 

Carysfort 


Waterpark 

ASHTOWN 

Rivers dale 

DUNDAS 

Don  ally 

Westmbath 
Ormond  and 

OSSORY 

Essex 
Derby 

Nugent 
Besborough 
Limerick 
Hutchinson 

LiSMORE 

Glengall 

Meath 

Landaff 

Albemarle 

Sherborne 

De  Vesci 

Hartland 

Dillon 


LUCAN 

HOWTH 

Milltown 

WiCKLOW 

Ludlow 

Ashbrook 

Cremorne 

Clanmorris 

Cloncurry 

Sligo 

Clanrickarde 

Dunsaney 

Annesley 

Castlecoote 

portarlington 

Egmont 

Brandon 

Wallscourt 

Harberton 

Blesington 

Granard 

Rossmore 

Dunraven. 


London,  29th  June,  1825. 
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No.  V. 


IRISH  FREEHOLDERS. 


COUNTIES. 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

Antrim  .... 

6052 

4 

127 

389 

6627 

*  Armagh          .     . 

6802 

— 

145 

129 

7076 

Carlow 

3073 

2 

160 

313 

3648 

Cavaa    .... 

7104 

6 

218 

486 

7814 

Clare     .      .     .     . 

L2968 

67 

327 

626 

13967 

Cork     .     .      .     . 

14909 

67 

793 

2109 

16866 

Down     .... 

13274 

60 

147 

644 

14116 

•Dublin    .     .    .     . 

2147 

— 

691 

600 

3338 

•Fermanagh 

4166 

— 

123 

173 

4462 

•Kerry     .     .     .     . 

6637 

— 

438 

741 

6176 

fKildare     .  .    •     . 

761 

— 

103 

370 

1232 

tKilkenny    . 

589 

— 

63 

520 

1174 

tKing'g      .      .      . 

877 

— 

48 

819 

1244 

fLeitrim     . 

5950 

— 

118 

46 

6108 

fLimerick     .     .     • 

10793 

— 

774 

1219 

11786 

Londonderry   .     • 

4213 

7 

83 

364 

4657 

Longford 

1766 

1341 

126 

292 

2628 

Louth     .      . 

— 

— 



2999 

tMayo     .     .     .     • 

19987 

— 

157 

318 

20462 

•Meath      .      . 

1080 

— 

62 

663 

1805 

•Queen's     .      .     . 

4483 

— 

225 

762 

5470 

fRpscommon 

8685 

— 

192 

441 

9326 

tTipperary      . 

6189 

— 

562 

6002 

12744 

tTyrone 
tWaterford     .      . 

8779 

-^ 

156 

188 

9342 

2119 

-p 

114 

333 

2566 

fWestmeath    .      . 

2275 

131 

441 

2847 

tWexford     .     .     . 

8067 

127 

462 

680 

9226 

tWicklow    .     .     . 

1086 

— 

69 

257 

1402 

163221 

1661 

6494 

19710 

191086 
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XVlll 

The  preceding  Table  ia  formed  from  No.  312  of  the  Par- 
liamentary Papers.  Column  A  contains  the  40s.  Lease- 
hold Freeholds — B  the  40s.  Freeholders  possessing  Estates 
in  fee— C  the  20l.  Freeholders— D  the  Freeholders  of  601. 
and  upwards -r- and  £  the  totals  of  the  four  preceding 
columns.  In  the  counties  marked  *•  it  is  uncertain  whether 
there  are  avy  408.  Freeholders  in  fee ;  and,  in  the  counties 
marked  f,  it  is  certain  that  there  are  none.  The  county  of 
Fermanagh  is  estimated  at  only  half  the  number  registered ; 
because  the  officer  states,  that  there  are  not  more  than  half 
that  can  now  vote,  many  being  dead,  and  many  twice 
registered.  It  seems  very  doubtful  whether  the  numbers 
1,841,  in  colunm  B,  for  the  county  of  Longford,  and 
6,002,  in  column  D,  for  the  county  of  Tipperary,  are  correct. 
Both,  probably,  are  much  beyond  the  truth. 

In  this  Table,  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  Forty-shilling 
Freeholders  of  Ireland  compose  nearly  three-fourths  of  its 
whole  body  of  Parliamentary  Electors. 
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.on  Chron^  that  Si.  PETER  could  not  be  seven 
Years  ^  ffi^^f  ^^  never  was  at  Rome. 


iERlUS  reigned  tw~ 
three  years,  seven  mtl' 
five  davs  (Dion.  Suet,  F 
.  73,  Jofl.  Antiq.  lib.  1^ 
in  the  nineteenth  wlr 
1  was  converted.  Chrot^P 
is^  Pantal.  Buchol.FuEl' 
digula  reigned  eight  f 
months,  and  twenty^ 
,  Dion. 


andins  reigned  three  f 
t  months  and  twentv!, 

n.    Jos.     Antiq.    lil'. 

•  5.  , 


r 


t  was  the  fourth  of  Clat 
en  the  famine  was,  Oroi  ^ 
:ap.  6,  and  when  Petei 
prisoned,  and   when  ' 
d,  for  he  reigned  full 
re  over  Jewry,  which  b  • 
led  in  the  first  of  Clau  - 

died  in  the  fourth, 
iq.  lib.  19,  cap.  3  ai 
ion.  lib.  3,  Chron.^ 


81.  Petei'^i»^;er  wit  nor  coald  be  tt  Room  dtfiai  St.  Ptalt 
life,  for  theM  Reaaou. 


St.  Peter,  before  Chri?t*n  passifin  and  deaths  did  not  depart 
ffOni  Jewry^  Ijtit  waa  with  Chnst^  or  the  othi^r  a|XJ9Uefl  ;  or 
laboured  in  his  former  vocation  aa  a  fishermatijas  h  evident  from 
KvanfeUcalt£atiinony:—ftee  Matthew,  4, 18;  8,14;  10,2;  lip 
28;  f%l5;  16,lfi,  l7,22;  17,1,36-  18,21 1  I&,  27 ;  26,  33, 
:!->,  37,  m,  75.  Mark,  1,1^;  3, 16  ;  K  37 ;  S,  29 ;  1 1»  21 1  13, 
:i;  n,2S,33»37,54,{;e;  lis,  7.  Luke,  5,  .'I,  4,  Ji.  8,  10 1  6p  14 ; 
8>y;  9>2l3,32i  12,41;  22,31,34,5^1.60.  John,  1,42;  18, 
U,  15,  Iff,  17,  ie,  25|  20.  3,  C;  21,  2,  7. 

A  In  all  the  thne  nf  St,  Paul'^  jotimepn^  in  the  places  set 
down  iM'twccn  ihe  letter  A  and  B,  which  la  eleven  yeafSj  Peter 
was  not  at  Home ;  for  the  Scripture  tell?  i^  plainly  where  be 
was  at  thauime ;  In  Judea  and  the  coaats  thereabout;  Onu- 
pliriui  gi  aiileth  U3  iiine  /ears  for  Peter**  abode  in  Jewry ;  and 
LSellaruiine  will  not  hii^*e  hi  in  vet  at  Home,  hut  alloweth  him 
tt)  rttiiy  fi^e  yciars  in  Jeivr)"^,  ana  th4?ii  to  Iw;  seven  at  Antiorh, 
which  u  twclTcyearsyhe  was  not  then  at  Home,  we  see  by  the 
adversary's  confession,  bat  either  iu  Jewry  or  in  Syria. 

B  At  Paul's  first  being  at  Antioch,  Peter  was  not  at  Rome, 
for  Lake  saith  he  was  at  Jerusalem,  and  this  is  within  Bellar- 
mine's  twelve  years,  neither  had  Peter  as  yet  been  at  Antioch, 
as  is  proved  bv  scripture  and  reason. 

C  When  Paul  and  Barnabas  came  with  the  relief  to  Jerusa- 
lem from  Antioch,  Peter  was  not  at  Rome,  but  at  Jerusalem  In 
prison,  and  before  this  time  no  approved  testimony  can  be 
brought,  that  spealceth  of  Peter'a  being  at  Rome. 

D  when  Paul  returned  to  Antioch,  and  Peter  was  escaped 
out  of  prison,  Peter  was  at  that  time  not  at  Rome;  for  it  it 
said  that,  the  night  he  left  the  church  assembled,  and  went  into 
another  place  ror  fear  of  Herod,  who  did  the  next  day  make 
diligent  search  for  him ;  which  Peter,  well  foreseeing,  conveyed 
himself  into  some  seci'et  place  for  the  time. 

£  1  n  the  space  of  this  long  joum^,  while  Paul  and  Barnabas 
travelled  together,  and  returned  agam  to  Antioch,  Peter  was  not 
at  Rome,  neither  had  he  been  there ;  for  in  Acts  12,  he  is  found 
at  Jerusalem ;  and  when  Luke  maketh  an  end  of  f^nl  and  Bar- 
nabas's  journey,  which  he  described  in  cap.  13  and  14^  he  shew- 
eth  where  Peter  was,  ever,  at  Jeaisalem ;  forXuke's  silent  pass- 


THECkureh  ofjtrm  r„>^.  ^f  the  Apostles,  a  General  Council  of  the  Apostles  in 
the  Year  49  or  flO,  ami  th  ,,  tei„g.  This  nas  the  seat  of  our  Lord,  the  Head  of  the 
Church.  Here  the  Soti  (  be  preached  to  all  Nations,  Luke  xxiv.  47.  Therefore  is 
Jerusalem^  and  not  Romi 

^¥^£^^,^^^^^  Secondly,  reasons  also  from  thence  to  persuade  thee  to  the 
iruik;  Thirdly,  know  th  ^^^  otherwise  would  censure  for  singularity.  It  hath  been 
miesttoned  long  since  by  .  fcr  uas  not  at  Rome  than  to  have  been  there ;  as  Fundus, 
MagdebuTgenns^Whital  ^  ^hat  Peter  was  ever  at  Rome ;  Velenus,  Bale,  L  Osian- 
/cr,  Reneccxus,  Illyrtcui 
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XIX 


No,  VIL 


MAJORITY  AND'  MINORITY, 


ON  THE  8BC0ND   READING   OF  A   BILL,   ENTITLED,   ''  A   BILL   TO   PROVIDE   FOR 

THE  REMOVAL  OF  THE  DISQUALIFICATIONS  UNDER  WHICH  HIS  MAJESTY'S 

ROMAN  CATHOLIC  SUBJECTS   NOW    LABOUR;*'   IN  THE   HOUSE  OF 

COMMONS,  ON   THURSDAY,  APRIL  25,   1825. 


Abercromby,  Hod.  J. 
Abercromby,  Hon.  G. 
A  eland,  Sir  Thos. 
Allen,  J.  H. 
Althorp,  Viscoant 
Anson,  Sir  G. 
Alexander,  J. 
BafirwelU  Rt.HoD.W. 
Bail  lie,  John 
Barliam,  J.  F. 
Baring,  A. 
Baring,  Sir  Thomas 
Barrett,  S.  M. 
Bective,  Earl  of 
Bccher,  W.  W. 
Belgrave,  Lord 
Benett,  John 
Bent,  John 
Bentick,  Lord  W. 
Benyon,  Ben. 
Bemal,  R. 
Bernard,  Thomas 
Binning,  Lord 
Biake,  Sir  F. 
Bourne,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  S. 
Brandling,  C 
Brecknock,  Earl 
Brinkman,  T.  H. 
Brougham,  H. 
Browne,  Dom. 
Browne,  J. 
Browne,  Rt  Hon.  D. 
Brownlow,  C. 
Burdett,  Sir  F. 
Bury,  Viscount 
Byng,  G. 
Bruen,  Henry 
Burgh,  Sir  U. 


MAJORITY. 
Calcraft,  John 
Calcraft,  J.  H. 
Calthorpe,  Hon.  F. 
Calthorpe,  Hon.  A. 
Calvert,  C. 
Calvert,  N. 
Campbell,  Hon.  G. 
Carew,  R.S. 
Carter,  John 
Can]6eld,  Hon.  H. 
Cavendish,  H. 
Cavendish,  C. 
Chaloner,  Robert 
Clark,  Hon.  C.  B. 
Clerk,  Sir  G. 
Clifton,  Viscount 
Cockbnm,  Sir  G. 
Cocks,  James 
Coffin,  Sir  L 
Coke,T.W. 
Coke,T.W.jun. 
Colbomc,  R.N. 
Colthurst,  Sir  N. 
Coote,  Sir  C. 
Courtenay,  T.  P. 
Courtenay,  Wm. 
Crevey,  'i'homas 
Crompton,  Sam. 
Croker,  W. 
Crosbie,  J. 

Cholmondeley,  Lord  H. 
Daly,  J. 

Dawson,  J.  H.  M. 
Denison,  W.  J. 
Den  man,  Thomas 
Doghorty,  John 
Douglas,  W.  K. 
Drummond,  H.  If. 


Dundas,  Hon.  Thomas 
Fast,  Sir  F.  H. 
Eastnor,  Lord 
Ebrington,  Viscount 
Edwards,  Hon.  £. 
Ellice,  E. 
Ellis,  C.  R. 
Ellison,  C. 
Evans,  W. 
Evelyn,  L. 
Ferguson,  Sir  R. 
FitsEgerald,  Rt.  Hon.  W. 
Fitagerald,  Rt.  Hon.  M. 
Fitzgerald,  Lord  W. 
Fitzgibbon,  Hon.  R. 
Fitzroy,  Lord  C. 
Folkestone,  Lord 
Fox,  G.  L. 
Forbes,  Lord 
Forde,  M. 
Krankland,  R. 
Freemantle,  Rt.  Hon.  W. 
French,  A. 
Farquhar  Sir  R. 
Gaskell,  B. 
Gladstone,  John 
Glenorchy,  Lord 
Gordon,  R. 
Graham,  Sand  ford 
Gower,  Lord  F.  L. 
Grant,  Right  Hon> 
Grant,  Hon. F.N 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Grant,  G.M. 
Gratton,  J. 
Grenfell,  P. 
Grosvenor,  Hon.  T. 
Grosvenor,  Thomas 
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Gdtfle,  Sir  W. 
Gurney,  H. 
Gilbert  D.G. 
Hamilton,  Lord  A. 
Harding  Sir  H. 
Harvey,  C. 
Heathcote,  G.  John 
Heron,  Sir  R. 
Hill,  Lord  A. 
Hobhouse,  J.  C. 
Honeywood,  W.  P. 
Hornby,  Ed. 
Holdswortb,  T. 
Howard,  Hon.  F.G. 
Howard,  H. 
Hughes,  W.  L. 
Hume,  J. 
Hurst,  R. 

Huskisson,  Hon.  W. 
Hutchinson  H.  C. 
Hyde,  John 
Inglesby,  Sir  W. 
Innes,  Sir  H. 
James,  W. 
Johnson,  Col. 
Knox,  Hon.  T. 
Kennedy,  T.  F. 
Kingsborough,  Vise. 
Knight,  R. 
Lambton,  J.  G. 
Lascellcs,  Hon.  W. 
Lawley,  F. 
Leader,  W. 
Lester,  B.  L. 
Leicester,  R. 
Lewis,  T.  F. 
Littleton  Ed. 
Lloyd,  Sir  B. 
Lloyd,  Sir  J. 
Lockha^t,  E. 
Lushington,  S. 
Latoucbe,  R. 
Lindsay,  Hon.  H. 
Maberly,  John 
Maberiy,  W.  L. 
Macdonald,  J. 
Mackintosh,  Sir  J. 
Mahon,  Hon.  S. 
Maijoribankes,  Sir  J. 
Maijoribankes,  S. 
Martin,  John 

Tellers- 


Martin,  Riobard 
Maxwell,  J. 
Maxwell,  J.  W. 
Milbank,  Mark 
Mildmay,  P.  Sir  John 
Milton,  Viscount 
Monck.  J.  B. 
Maule,  Hon.  W. 
Moore,  Peter 
Morland,S.B. 
Monntcharles,  Earl  of 
Money,  W.  T. 
Newport,  Sir  John 
Normanby,  Viscount 
North,  J.  H. 
Nugent,  Sir  G. 
O'Brien,  Sir  Edward 
O'Callaghan,  J. 
O'Grady,  S. 
Ord,  William 
Osborne,  Lord  F. 
Paget,  Hon.  Sir  C. 
Pakenham,  Hon.  R. 
Palmer,  C. 
Palmer,  C.  F. 
Palmerston,  Lord 
Pares,  Thomas 
Parnell,  Sir  H. 
Phillimore,  J. 
Phillips,  G.  jun. 
Phipps,  Hon.  General 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  C 
Ponsonby,  Hon.  F.  C. 
Portman,  G. 
Power,  Richard 
Powlett,  Hon.  W. 
Poyntz,  W.  S. 
Prendergast,  M.  G. 
Pringle,  Sir  W. 
Prittie,  Hon.F.  A. 
Proby,  Hon.  G. 
Pym,  F. 

Ramsbottom,  John 
Ramsden,  J.  C. 
Rice,  T.  S. 
Ridley,  Sir  M. 
Robarts,  A. 
Robarts,  W.A. 
Robertson,  A. 
Robinson,  Rt  Hon.  F. 
Robinson,  Sir  G. 

1 — Viscount  Duncannon  and 


Rowley,  Sir  W. 

Rnmbold,  C. 

Russell,  Lord  G.  W. 

Russell,  Lord  John 

Russell,  J,  W. 

Sarlett,  J. 

Scott,  J. 

Sebright,  Sir  John 

Shaw,  Sir  R. 

Smith,  Hon.  R. 

Smith,  G. 

Smith,  J. 

Smith,  W. 

Smyth,  W.  M. 

Somerviile,  Sir  M« 

Stanley,  Lord 

Stanley,  Hon.  Edward 

Staunton,  Sir  G. 

Stewart,  A. 

Stuart,  Lord  J. 
.   Stuart,  Hon.  J. 

Talbot,  R.  W. 

Tennyson,  C. 

Thynne,  Lord  H. 

Tierney,  Rt  Hon.  6. 

Twiss,  Horace 

Tynte,  C.  K. 

Upton,  Hon.  A. 

Valletort  Lord 

Vernon,  Hon.  G. 

Wall,  C.  B. 
.    Warre,J.A. 

Warreuder,  Sir  6. 

Wellesley,  Kicbard 

Wharton,  John 

Whitbread,  S. 

Whitbread,  W!  H. 

White,  H. 

White,  S. 

Whitmore,W. 

Williams,  J. 

Williams,  T.  P. 

Wilmot  R.  Horton 

Wilson,  Sir  R. 

Winnington,  Sir  T. 

W^odehouse,  Ed. 

Wood,  Aid. 

Wrottesley,  Sir  John 

Wynn,SirW.W. 

Wynn,C.W.W. 

Wyvill,  M, 

Lord  Nugent 
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Wilkins,  W. 
Sefton,  Earl  of 
Markham,  John 
Dandaa,  C. 

Tavistock,  Marqaess  of 
Camming,  G. 
Phillips,  6. 
Cavendish,  Lord  G. 

A'Court,  E.  H. 
Archdale,  M. 
Aihunt,  W.  H. 
Astell,  W. 
Astley,  Sir  J.  D. 
Atwciod,  M. 
Baker,  Ed. 
Bankes,  H. 
Bankes,  W. 
Barne,  M. 
Bastard,  Ed. 
Bastard,  John 
Bercsford,  Lord  G. 
Beresford,  Sir  J. 
Beresford,  M. 
Bernard,  Viscount 
Blair,  J. 
Bond,  John 
Bonbam,  H. 
Broaghton,  Sir  W.  R. 
Bright,  H, 
Brudenell,  Lord 
Brydges,  Sir  J, 
Buchanan,  J. 
Burrell,  W. 
Buxton,  J.** 
Byron,  Tfaos. 
Calvert,  John 
Cartwright,  R.W. 
Chandos,  Marquess  of 
Chaplin,  C. 
Chetwynd,  G. 
Clinton,  Sir  W. 
Clinton,  H.T. 
Clive,  Lord 
Clive,  Lord  H. 
Clive,  Henry 
Clements,  Hon.  J.  M. 
Cole,  Sir  C. 
Collett,  £. 
Cooper,  K.  S. 
Cooper,  Ri  B. 


PAIRED   OFF. 

Smith,  Rt. 
Balfour,  John 
Fitzroy,  Lord  John 
Gumey,  R.  H. 
Lloyd,  J.  M. 
Wortley,  J.  S. 
Sykes,  D. 

MINORITY. 
Cooper,  J.  H. 
Copley,  Sir  J.  S. 
Corry,  Viscount 
Cotterell,  Sir  J.  G. 
Crawley,  Sam. 
Cripps,  J. 
Cuffe,  J. 
Curteis,  S.  £. 
Cust,  Hon.  E. 
Cnst,  Hon.  P. 
Curzon,  Hon.  R. 
Chichester,  Sir  A. 
Cherry,  G.  H. 
Dairy mple,  A.  J. 
Davenport,  Davis 
Davies,  J.  H. 
Dawkins,  Hy. 
Dawkins,  J. 
Dawson,  J.  H.  M. 
Dickinson,  Wm. 
Domville,  Sir  C. 
Dowgias,  Jno. 
Downie,  Robt. 
Drake,  W.  T. 
Drake,  T.T. 
Dugdale,  D.  S. 
Duncombe,  W. 
Egerton,  \Vilbraham 
Elliot,  Lord 
Ellis,  Thos. 
Estcourt,  J.  G. 
Fane,  Jno. 
Fane,  Vere 
Fane,  Hon.  T« 
Farquhar,  J. 
Farrand,  Robt 
Fellowes,  W.  H. 
Fetherstone,  Sir  G. 
Fleming,  John 
Foster,  J.  Leslie 
Forrester,  F. 
Forbes,  Sir  C. 


Ellis,  Hon.  G.  A. 
Mostyn,  Sir  Thos. 
Canning,  Rt  Hon.  G. 
Heathcote,  Sir  G. 
Fleming,  John 
Anson,  Hon.  G. 
.Cnrwen,  J.  C. 


Foley,  J.H.H. 
Gascoyne,  J. 
Gipps,  G. 
Gooch,  T.  S. 
Gordon,  Hon.  W. 
Gossett,  Wm. 
Graham,  Marquess  of 
Grant  A,  C. 
Graves,  Lord 
Green,  Thos. 
Greville,  Hon.  Sir  C. 
Groutt,  J.  R. 
Handley,  H. 
Hart,  G.  V. 
Harvey,  Sir  E« 
Heber,  Rd. 
Herries,  J.  C. 
Heygate,  Aid. 
Hill,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  G. 
Hill,  Sir  R. 
Hodson,  J.  A. 
Hodgson,  Fred* 
Hulford,  G.  P. 
Holmes,  Wm: 
Horrocks,  Sam. 
Hotham,  Lord 
Hulse,  Sir  C. 
Inglis,  Sir  R. 
Innes,  John 
Jervoise,  G.  P. 
Jones,  John 
Irving,  John 
Kemp,  T. 
Kerrison,  Edw. 
King,  Hon.  H. 
King,  Sir  John  D. 
Knatchbull,  Sir  £. 
Keck,  G.  A.  L. 
Legh,  Thos. 
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I.  A  PROPOSAL  for  establishiog,  ia  Loadon,  a  new 
Philanthrophical  and  Patriotic  Institution ,  to  be  called^ 
the  Patriotic  Metropolitan  Colonial  Institution,  for  the 
assistance  of  New  Settlers  in  His  Majesty's  Colonies,  and 
for  the  encouragement  of  New  Branches  of  Colonial  Trade; 
A  PROPOSAL  for  establishing  New  and  Distinct  Colo- 
nies, for  the  relief  of  the  Half-castes  of  India,  and  Mulat- 
toes  of  the  West-Indies ;  and  A  POSTSCRIPT,  on  the 
benefits  to  be  derived  from  establishing  Free  Drawing 
Schools,  or  from  teaching  the  Art  of  Drawing  in  Free  Schools, 
and  also  from  establishing  Free  Schools  of  Chemistry  and 
the  Mathematics  ;  on  the  establishment  of  a  Metropolitan 
Exhibition  and  Mnseum  of  the  Mechanic  Arts;  and  on  other 
means  pf  advancing  the  National  Industry,  Numbers,  and 
Greatness.    Second  edition,  8vo. 

"  All  the  views,  that  are  luaally  taken,  of  the  relief  of  that  poverty 
which  is  the  constant  disease  of  society,  and  of  which,  at  this  moment 
(^1816),  there  is  so  load  a  complaint,  proceed  npon  the  principle, 
that  it  is  the  maierial  of  sabsistence,  which  is  food,  that  is  wanted ; 
nstead  of  what  is  the  real  necessity,— the  mean»  of  subsistence, — 
which  is  EMPLOYMENT,  or  labour/' 
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**  The  earth  teems  with  the  material  of  snbiisteiice/' 

**  It  ia  ia  the  fiu:e  of  this  amy  of  facts,  so  andoubted,  that  there 
might  seem  to  reqnire  an  apology  for  adverting  to  them,  that  political 
philosophers  are  conttnnally  employed  in  speculations  on  the  means  of 
redMcing  congumpHon,  instead  of  those  of  imcreariiig  labour^  or  ewtpUif- 
iP' 


**  There  is  no  limit  to  the  acquisition  of  the  mat«ria<  of  subsistence.*' 

''  The  sole  meoiis  of  subsistence  is  labour." 

'<  All  the  goods  of  the  earth  are  the  acquisition,  either  of  the  lah^w 
of  another,  or  of  our  ownselves. " 

**  Here  is  the  solution  of  the  problem,  at  first  sight  difficult,  that, 
considering  the  abundance  of  the  earth,  want,  as  a  general  ewil, 
should  fall  within  the  experience  of  man.  The  abundance  of  theearth, 
— that  is,  of  the  material  of  subsistence,— is  as  nothing,  where  there 
are  no  sufficient  means  of  applying  productive  labour.  Man 
subsists  dvrectUf  through  labour,  and  only  tMrteilif  through  the  abun- 
dance of  the  earth." 

<<Tbe  truth, for  Economists  to  learn,  is  this,  that  population  tendsal- 
ways  to  rise, — not  above  the  level  of  w&slsf «rc«,— that  is,  of  the  mnUerUil 
of  subsistence, — ^but  above  the  level  of  labour ^ — that  is,  of  theuMoas  of 
subsistence.  When  this  truth  is  learned,  all  their  anxiety,  concerning 
consumption  beyond  the  production,  will  cease ;  the  taaierial  of  sub- 
sistence will  give  them  no  further  concern ;  and,  having  provided 
labour, — the  meoas  of  subsistence, — they  will  leave  poptilaiion  to 
itself." 

**  Space  to  n^ove  ta,  aud  talent  to  move  with,  are  the  two  bases  of 
human  physical  well-being.  Men  must  neither  be  so  closely  pressed 
together,  that  tlie  sum  of  action,  of  which  they  are  capable,  and  which^ 
is  necessary  for  their  subsistence,  shall  be  rendered  too  great  for  the 
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fcene  upon  which  it  is  employed ,  or,  in  more  iamiiiur  terms,  that 
they  shall  elbow  each  other  out  of  employment ;  nor,  when  spread 
over  a  wider  surface,  must  they  be  destitute  of  the  capacity  to  torn 
their  opportunities  to  adyantage/' 

'<  CiTiLUATiOM  multiplies  mankind  ;  art  multiplies  employments, 
or,  in  other  words,  increases  the  occasions  of  demand  for  labour ; 
•nd  the  art  of  design,  besides  cultivating  the  intellect,  multiplies 
and  facilitates  arts.    Arts,  too,  are  further  multiplied  and  facilitated 

by  IGIBNCB." 

<<  Civilisation  muUipliei  mdnkind  ;  and  though,  art  increases  the 
Q€€4uimu  of  demand  for  labour,  and  though,  in  facilitating,  at  the  same 
time,  tiie  execution  of 'labour,  it  also  increases  the  eontumpiion  of  the 
productions  of  art  ;  still,  in  the  general  result,  the  amount  of  la- 
bour, of  which  the  supply  is  demanded  by  the  progress  of  art,  bean 
no  proportion  to  the  amount  of  increase  of  population,  of  which 
civilisation,  inclusive  of  its  advance  of  arts  and  industry,  is  the 
source.  In  an  advanced  state  of  the  art  <^  prodwiwn,  the>mount  of 
moiitMl  induiiry  employed,  bears  no  adequate  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  productions  eanmuned.  The  cost  of  productions  is 
lessened,  and  hence  an  increased  consumption;  but,  the  value  of 
the  manual  labour,  expended  in  producing  them,  is  lessened  also.  In 
the  same  progress  of  art,  from  increased  skill  and  aptitude,  and  from 
the  influx  of  new  labourers,  and  consequent  facility,  and  even  excess, 
of  production,  the  value  of  manual  Mustry  declines  in  many  partial 
directions,  even  without  the  aid  of  machinery;  and,  further,  in  the 
same  progress,  every  given  number  of  men  come  to  execute  twice, 
or  thrice,  or  a  greater  comparative  proportion,  of  tlie  quantity  of  la- 
bour of  earlier  stages ;  women  and  children,  too,  are  drawn  into  the 
toil ;  and,  from  the  combined  influence  of  all  these  causes,  there  is  a 
general  iendencff,  in  all  civilised  and  populous  countries,  toward  the 
reduction  of  the  value  of  labour,  or  exertion  of  mannal  industry  ;  and 
a  general  inducement  for  the  manmal  labonrer  to  carry  his  industry  into 
m»  eounirieSf  where,  from  causes  wholly  independent  upon  forms  of 
government,  or  upon  any  other  moral  agency  tiian  that  thus  far 
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described,  manual  labour  is  of  greater  value ;  that  ii,  Nan  a  higher 
proportion  to  the  value  of  food,  the  first  of  necessaries,  and  the  only 
one  in  respect  of  which,  human  wants  cannot,  with  more  or  less 
readiness,  be  abridged." 

"  The  emigration  of  the  people  of  a  commercial  State,  like  that  of 
England,  into  Colonies,  and  generally  into  new  countries,  increa»e» 
the  wealthy  and  therefore  even  the  populatum,  at  home.  The  disco- 
very and  colonisation  of  America,  and  the  trade  of  Africa,  China, 
and  the  East  Indies,  have  covered  Europe  with  more  commodious 
dwellings,  intersected  it  with  new  roads,  spanned  its  rivers  with  new 
bridges,  multiplied,  in  towns  and  villages,  its  population ;  and  dif- 
fused, among  all  classes,  the  means  of  more  luxurious  and  expensive 
modes  of  life." 

<*  Drawing  should  be  taught,  in  order  to  make,  not  ariistty  but  artu 
emu  ;  in  the  same  manner  that  we  teach  reading  and  writing  with  the 
immediate  view,  not  to  make  jtoets,  but,  make  men  of  hunneu.  It  is 
true,  that  the  paintei-  makes  a  liberal  use  of  the  same  pencil,  of  which 
the  carpenter  makes  only  a  mechanical;  but,  the  poety  in  like  manner, 
devotes  to  the  inspiratious  of  his  muse,  the  same  pen  which  the  shop- 
keeper employs  in  his  day-book ;  and,  yet,  we  do  not,  for  that  r^asop, 
withhold  the  pen  from  common  education,  and  so,  neither,  ought  we 
the  pencil,** 

'<  The  pencil  is  the  immediate  precursor  of  the  pen,  and  the  ari  qf 
irawingy  of  the  art  of  writing;  and  the  two  first,  in  both  instances,  and 
in  a  multitude  of  examples,  as  well  mechanical  as  intellectual,  have 
still  the  manifest  advantage. '' 

^'  The  great  English  philosopher  of  the  seventeenth  century  has 
said,  that  reading  makes  a  fall  man,  conversation  a  ready  man,  and 
writing  a  correct  man ; — but,  if  writing  fixes  the  mind  upon  pre- 
else  abstract  ideas,  drawing  gains  its  attention  to  the  precise  cha- 
racters of  sensible  objects,  and  thus  contributes  to  that  general  habit 
of  discrimination,  so  fiivourable  both  to  intelligetice  and  to  morals/* 
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**  Drawing  educates  the  mind  in  habits  of  observation  of  fonns, 
celonrs,  and  proportions ;  in  that  contemplation,  and  consequent 
loTe  of  physical  beauty,  which  constitutes  a  good  and  a  grand  taste 
in  art  and  nature,  and  which  taste  is  so  nearly  allied  to-  the  taste  of 
the  good  and  grand  in  human  conduct  and  moral  principles : 

'  Discerning  justice  from  unequal  deeds. 
And  temperance  from  folly.'  " 

•**  Drawing  is  the  writing  of  an  uniTcrsal  language  -,  and  the  pencil, 
therefore,  an  instrument  and  pen  of  universal  instruction.*' 

''  The  liberal  arts  have  an  obvious  interest  in  the  more  general  uie 
of  the  pencil.  What  is  it  that  advances  the  marketable  interests  of 
tOeraiure,  §o  much  as  the  general  use  of  the  pen,  and  general  acquain- 
tance with  the  ar<  of  nading ;  and  who  are  so  prone  to  eUeem 
and  to  collect  the  works  of  art,  as  those  to  whom  the  pemeU  is  more 
or  less  familiar?" 

^  But,  if  the  more  general  use  of  tlie  peneH  would  promote  the 
more  general  patronage  and  pro6t  of  the  liberal  arts,  would  it  not 
proportionally  tend  to  a  similar  aid  of  the  handierqfhj  of  the  fMclumk 
arttf  of  dametlic  and  fm'eign  trade^  of  the  naiiomal  indmsinf  generally, 
and  even  of  the  paMic  revame  f  If  the  diffusion  of  the  ar«  ^  reding 
increases  the  passion,  and  thence  increases  the  eamtuwKfiion  of  the  in- 
dustry of  the  paper-maker,  the  pritj^ter,  the  bookbinder,  and  the  rest ; 
so,  equally,  the  diffusion  of  the  art  qf  drmmng  would  spread  its  tasle, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  increase  the  consnmptioo  of  all  the  various 
materials  of  which  the  talent  and  the  taste  ensure  the  en|»loy«eot." 

**  As  a  gift  totliepoor,or  to  any  other,  itis  as  the  gift  of  an  additional 
faculty  of  the  mind,  or  of  an  additional  sense,  or  member,  or  power 
of  motion,  of  the  boHy«  It  is,  in  reality,  the  bringing  into  action  of 
one  of  the  elementary  instincts  with  which  the  human  species  is 
endowed,  but  which  we  so  usually  leave  dormant  Singing,  dancing, 
and  drawing^  are  the  three  instinctive  forms  in  which  the  human 
soul  first  peeps  out  from  the  body ;  the  natural  actions  observed  in 
every  child." 
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<<  It  is  a  personal  gift,  and  surpasses  the  gift  of  money.  DiawiDg*  is 
a  mingled  power  of  the  mind  and  body,  of  which  no  ordinary  misfor- 
tone,  no  ordinary  impradence,  can  ever  dispossess  him  that  is  ooce 
endowed.  He  mnst  usually  carry  it  with  him  to  his  graTe.  It  is  like 
all  other  learning,  like  all  other  acquaintance  with  art  ;  when  every 
thing  else  is  departed  from  him,  it  is  capable  of  feeding  him  that 
owns  it ;  a  truth  which  is  taught  to  our  school-boys,  in  a  homely 
but  yet  invaluable  distich  : 

'  When  house  and  land  are  gone  and  spent, 
Then  learning  is  most  excellent.* " 

<'  To  apprentice,  by  aid  of  premiums,  the  children  of  the  poor,  to 
crafts  by  which  honourable  livelihoods  may  be  obtained,  has  ever 
been  esteemed  among  the  most  indisputable  of  eleemosynary  aids;  bnt 
to  teach  them  the  art  qf  drawmgy  is  to  employ  the  earliest  years  of  child- 
hood in  theac  quisitionof  thate/«»i«ii<  qfaUarte  orcrqfiSjVid  that  means 
of  displaying  the  poteesnon  of  talent,  iKhich,  in  a  thousand  cases,  would 
stand  in  the  place  of  an  apprentice-fee ;  and,  in  a  thousand  others, 
secure  early  friends  and  helpers  to  the  young  candidate." 

**  The  quantity  of  hnman  suffering,  and  of  consequent  human  vice 
(for  vice  still  herds  itself  with  misery),  which  some  of  our  charitable 
labours,  together  with  further  effects  of  our  increasing  wealth 
and  leisure,  are  entailing  and  multiplying  upon  the  labouring  poor, 
especially  of  the  female  sex,  earnestly  call  upon  us  to  attempt  the  re- 
pair of  some  portion  of  the  mischief,  by  the  creation  of  new  faculties 
for  art;  and  the  design  of  these  pages  is  to  recommend  the  inculcation 
of  the  art  4^  drawing  in  female,  not  less  than  in  male  education.  Our 
charitable  schools,  penitentiaries,  and  various  other  institutions,  are 
so  under-working,  by  means  of  their  collective  and  combined  resour^ 
ces,  the  female  labourer,  with  the  needle,  and  in  various  occupations, 
that  the  means  of  female  subsistence,  by  these  kinds  of  manual 
labour,  are  daily  diminishing;  and  it  is  even  asserted,  that  the  work 
performed  for  gain,  by  some  who,  not  depending  upon  it  for  sub- 
sistence, are  ready  to  receive  inferior  wages,  sensibly  depresses  the 
prices  obtained  by  those  who  have  no  otiier  bread." 
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"  Art  is  the  true  distingaishing  feature  between  civilised  and 
savage  life.  Poetry,  oratory,  history,  philosophy,  logic,  are  far  less 
strangers  to  the  forest,  and  to  the  lodge  of  the  hunter,  than  is  vul- 
garly snpposed.  The  learned  Jesnit,  Charlevoix,  assures  us,  that 
when  he  discoursed  of  the  Christian  doctrine  in  the  wigwams  of  the 
'*  sanvages''  of  Canada,  he  was  met  by  objections  equally  subtle,  and 
even  identically  the  same,  with  those  by  which  tlie  sophists  of  Greece 
withstood  thelirst  preachers  of  the  Redemption ;  and  that  it  behoved 
him  to  defend  his  cause  with  all  the  arms  which  his  acquaintance  with 
the  Fathers  could  supply.  But,  to  reverse  the  picture,  and  to  show  in 
what  it  is  that  civilisation  really  exceeds,  it  is  only  necessary  to  recur 
to  the  distinction  laid  down  by  one  of  the  same  Indian  red-men  them- 
selves, though  of  a  later  generation  :— *'  God,"  said  he,  *<  loves  both 
his  whiie  children  and  his  redt  but,  to  yon,  he  has  given  the  arts  ;  to 
OS,  he  has  denied  them  I*' 

'*  The  gratuitous  education  of  the  poor,  in  so  just  esteem  with 
the  philanthropic,  is  far  too  exclusively  directed  to  the  head,  and 
too  little  to  the  hand.  The  education  of  a  people  may  be  directed 
toward  any  object  that  we  please,  and  always  with  corresponding 
prospects  of  success.  W.e  might  easily  make  Englishmen,  as  a  nation, 
the  swiftest  runnen,  or  the  most  expert  and  hardy  swimmen,  In  the 
world ;  and  we  may  equally  make  them,  in  the  same  national  view, 
the  most  accomplished  scholars,  the  most  learned  philosophersi  or  the 
most  zealous  politicians,  or  theologians,  or  devotees.  The  question 
is,  as  to  our  choice.  Ought  we,  as  far  as,  through  the  medium  of  onr 
money,  we  ^re  ourselves  the  masters,  to  make  it  the  principal  aim,  to 
teach,  or  even  to  encourage,  the  mass  of  the  people  to  epeeulatey  and  not 
rather  to  act ;  ought  we  to  make  it  the  leading  object  of  our  care,  that 
their  talenu,  and  their  habits,  should  be  contemjiaiwe^  or  that  they 
should  be  active;  that  those,  who  are  to  subsist  by  means  of  their  honest 
industry,  in  the  common  walks  of  life,  should  be  able  to  ihinky  or 
that  they  should  be  able  to  loorJr,  in  the  manner  most  for  their  own 
advantage,  and  for  that  of  their  country?  It  was  the  saying  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  that  man  was  made  to  be  a  poeHOiony  and  not  a 
phUoMpher;  that  is,  that  man,  in  the  general,  was  made  to  be  active^ 
and  not  to  be  epeeulaiwe.** 
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^  There  it  a  nuBtake,  even  u  to  the  moral  and  refigions  view  of 
the  question.  The  moral  and  religions  education  of  the  people  is 
provided  for  by  the  State,  in  the  establishment  and  discipline  of  the 
Churchy  and  in  the  enactment  and  administration  of  the  Laws.  It  is 
the  eeamomical  edncation,  the  education  which  has  reference  to  the 
arts  of  life, — to  the  means  of  subsistence, — which,  alone,  is  left  tbe 
undisputed  field  of  private  philanthropy.  But,  whatever  promotes 
the  facilities  of  subsistence,  promotes  religion  and  morals.  To  make 
men  virtuous,  the  first  and  only  general  rule  (whatever  may  be 
wrongly  taught,  in  opposition  to  this  sentiment),  is  to  give  them  food : 

^  Salve,  magna  parens  frugnm> 
Magna,  virtum  V 

Nor  is  this  to  be  treated  as  heathen  hmgnage  alone.  The  Prophet,  as 
the  natural  and  general  predisposing  causes,  of  irreliglon  upon  the 
•Be  side,  and  of  rapine  and  impiety  upon  the  other,  places,  not  a 
ipeculutive  educoHon,  but  the  actual  exposure  to  the  temptations  to 
siuy— either  superabundance  or  want:  **  Give  me,'*  says  be,  *'  neither 
fooeriff  nor  riehea;  lest  I  be  full,  and  deny  thee,  and  say.  Who  is  the 
Lord?  or,  lest  I  be  poor,  and  ateal^  and  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  mtf 
0Od  m  Miii;"^that  is,  murmur  at  his  Providence.  It  is  to  general 
views,  that,  for  all  general  purposes,  we  are  to  addict  ourselves ;  and, 
here,  we  have  Scriptural  authority  for  a  truth  which  no  experience 
•f  mankind  will  ever  be  able  to  overthrow ;  that,  to  make  the  mass  of 
mankind,what  is  commonly  called  honeety  and,  also,  to  make  them 
jnottv,  you  must  do  what  in  you  lies  (jweeepte  of  honesty,  industry, 
temperance,  and  piety  always  supposed),  to  make  them  easy  as  to 
the  wauls  of  the  body.  But,  the  mttmsof  this  easiness  consist  in  em- 
phpnent  or  labomr ;  and  tlie  occasions,  and  promotives,  and  encourage- 
ments, of  employment  or  labour^  are  talent^  or  eapacUyy  and  epace," — 

*'  It  is  absurd  to  say,  as  has  been  said^  that  the  English  people 
are  the  tnoat  ingenioua  people  in  the  world.  To  admit,  that  they  have  the 
natural  capacity  to  become  so,  would,  in  itself,  be  a  large,  and,  cer- 
tainly, the  largest  due  allowance.  They  are  abnost'  infinitely  surpassed, 
both  by  the  Germans  and  the  Spamarde,  to  make  no  further  reference ; 
and,  in  point  of  fact,  and  in  encouragement  of  this  undertaking,  it 
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is  in  Germuiy,  and  especially  in  jS^potn,  that  the  author,  in  seeking 
for  some  poiaible  examples  of  the  practice  wliich  he  wishes  to 
introduce,  has  found  the  frequent  and  long-established  existence  of 
thwe  Fre$^kooisqf  the  Uberal  ArUy  of  which,  at  this  comparatively 
late  period,  he  calls  for  the  rise  and  dawn  in  England!  The  English 
had  never  arrived  at  pre-eminence;  and  it  is  the  certain  tendency  of 
mtau{faciwriB,  to  deaden,  rather  than  to  quicken,  the  general  inge- 
nuity of  a  people.  Mechanical  execution  invigorates  no  powers  of 
intellect,  and  refines  no  cumUng  of  the  hand.  It  does  not  set  the 
human  race  to  work,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  its  prerogatives.  A 
French  wit  employed,  with  success,  an  ass,  in  the  production  of  the 
superb  tapestries  of  Gobelins  1" 

**  The  invention  of  machinery  engages^  and  therefore  cultivates, 
the  genius  of  the  small  number  of  the  inventors ;  while  the  perfonu- 
ance  of  works  of  machinery  leaves  unengaged*  and  therefore 
nneultivated,  the  genius  of  the  far  greater  number  of  ordinary 
workmen." 

**  The  progress  of  education,  and,  still  more,  of  arts  aad  sfoMiMry, 
demands,  for  the  English  people,  a  higher  education,  and  a  wider  ter- 
ritory, than  either  simple  reading  and  writing  upon  th$  oqe  hand,  or  the 
limits  of  the  English  soil  upon  the  other.  The  hewers  of  v^ood  and 
the  drawers  of  water  ;  the  weavers,  and,  soon,  a  myriad  of  other 
handicrafts  and  ordinary  labourers,  will  be  thrown  out  of  employ- 
ment. Art  and  science  should  be  brought  down  to  the  popular 
aid ;  and  it  would  surely  be  the  strangest  of  errors,  if  those,  who 
are  eager  to  fill  the  hands  of  the  poor  with  books,  and  their  heads 
with  opinions,  were  to  hesitate  at  placing  between  their  fingers  the 
instruments  of  art,  and,  before  their  e}  es,  the  repositories  and  the 
sources  of  fractical  and  bread-dispensing  knowledge/" 

**  The  united  scope  of  these  Proposals  points  to  the  mnltiplicatiun 
of  Englishmen,  as  well  at  home,  as  nnder  every  climate ;  and  to  the 
preparing  of  Englishmen,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  for  the  acquisi- 
|ion  of  bodily  subsistence.  It  points,  also,  at  the  creation,  for 
Englishmen,  of  a  moral  superiority  among  mankind,  and  at  rendering 
the  territory  of  England  the  cradle  of  an  empire  whose   mature 
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growth  shall  be  the  world ;  an  empire,  not  of  arms,  nor  of  laws  ; 
but  of  langoage,  of  virtues,  of  commerce,  of  letters,  and  of  arts.'' 

IT.  AN  ARGUMENT  for  coDstruing  largely  the  Right 
of  an  Appellee  of  Murder,  to  insist  on  Trial  by  Battle ;  and 
also  for  abolishing  Appeals. — ^Third  Edition. 

"  It  seems  an  acnte,  spirited,  and  vigorons  prodnction,  replete 
with  matter  of  cnrions  research^  and  everywhere  bespeaking  a  fear- 
less independence  of  miBd.*'»— Quarterly  Review^  Feb.  1818. 

**  The  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  supported  his  argument  by  copions 
cittflions  from  Mr.  Kendall's  treatise  on  Wager  of  Battle,  which,  his 
Lordship  said,  did  credit  to  the  Anthor's  indostry  and  talents, 
and  which,  towards  a  better  understanding  cf  the  subject,  he  would 
recommend  to  the  attention  of  Noble  Lords.  After  these  extracts,  it 
was  not  necessary,  the  Noble  and  Learned  Lord  said,  to  say  any 
more,  in  elucidation  of  the  anhjecV^-rSpeech  nf  the  Lard  Chanceltar^  am 
the  9eeond  reading  i^  the  BUI  for  aboUaking  Wager  qf  Battle^  Hmue  ei 
liOrdf,  Jhm  18,  1819. 


Shortly  will  be  publithed, 
THE  CONSTITUTION  OF  ENGLAND,  Histori- 
caUy,  Legislatively,  and  Philosophically  considered. 


HowLKTTSBd  BRtyMKB,  Piliiten, 
10,  Frith  Street,  h^ho  Squire. 
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